











412 GEQOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF TOE FISHERIES.

B.—DESCRIPTION OF THE FISHERIES BY TOWNS.
151. BOVER AND ADJACENT TOWNXNS.

THE FISHERIES 0F Dover.—Dover, the capital of Delaware, is situated on the line of the
Delaware Railroad, in Kent County, about six miles from the shore of Delaware Bay. Although
a very limited amount of sca fish are oceasionally taken higher up the bay, Dover is nevertheless
the most northiern town in Delaware in which any fishermen are employed in the sea fisheries.
Eighty-five men, residents of Dover, are engaged in the fisheries, twenty-five of these being pro-
fessional fishermen, following this industry whenever any fish can be obtained, while the remainder
engage in fishing more irregularly, depending largely for their subsisteuce on obtaining employ-
ment in the large fruit-canning establishments of this section of the country and as laborers on
the farms at times when the fisheries are not at their height. The same may be said of the fisher-
men who reside in the small towns in this part of the State.  All of the men engage to a greater
or less extent in the sea fisherieg, resorting for this purpose to Kitt’s Hammock, Bower’s Beach,
and other favorite fishing stations along the shore of the bay. Some of the men, however,
divide their time Letween fishing for the species taken in the salt water and those which may be
cattght in the fresh-water streams and ponds in the immediate neighborhood of their Liomes,

Twenty-one boats valued at $360, twenty gill-nets worth $125, and twelve haul-seines valued
at 8600, are employed in the fisheries of Dover. The products of the fisheries are 1,346,700 pounds
of sea fish and anadromous species, 2,400 pounds of fresh-water fish, 300 terrapin in number, 50,000
clams in pumber, and 7,200 crabs. The most important fishery is that for trout or weakfish (Cyno-
scion regale); next to which is that for shad, herring, and perch; and third, that for sturgeon. Of
the trout 792,000 pounds were estimated by competent aunihority to have been taken in 1880;
31,500 pounds of shad, 180,000 pounds of herring, 120,000 pounds of perch, and 120,000 pounds of
sturgeon were also eaught in 1880 by the fishermen of Dover.

Tor the accommodation of the Dover fishermen who resort to Kitt’s Hammocek to prosecufe
their labors in the spring, five rough dwellings or shanties have been constructed, the total value
of which is $150.

THE TFISHERIES OF LEBANON.—Proceeding in a southeasterly direction from Dover, about
31 wmiles, we come to the small hamlet of Lebanon. Bordering this place is Jones’ Creek, which
also runs near Dover. Lebanon has twenty fishermen, who divide their time between fishing
in the creek and in the waters ot Delaware Bay. TFifteen boats, valued at 300, and five seines,
worth 8300, arc employed in the fisheries of this place. Tire boats in use are bateaux, bailt on
the pattern of the sharpy, which is the ordinary type employved by all the fishermen along the
shores of the Delaware Bay, their average value being $20 each. Most of the fishing is carried
on in Jones’ Creek for shad, trout, herring, perch, &e., and here have been bnilt five fish-houses,
oue at cach of the several seining stations, these buildings being valued at the total snum of 8150.
There are taken in all 168,950 pounds of salt-water and anadromous fish, 2,000 pounds of fresh-
water fish, 72 terrapin, 30,000 clams, and 3,600 crabs. A large portion of the catelr is sold in Dover
and to the farmners of the interior of the State, who often go from 30 to 40 miles to secure fish t0
supply their wants.

THE FISHERIES OF MAGNOL1A.—DMagnolia is another small hamlet, similar to Lebanon, and a
little less than 4 miles by the road from the latter, and about the same distance from the fishing
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station at Bowers’ Beach, on the shore of Delaware Bay. Sixteen men from this place engage in
the fisheries, employing themselves both in the capture of salt and fresh water species at various
seasons of the year, though the principal part of the work is done in the spring and summer. - Mag-
nolia has ten boats, valued at 8200, and four seines, valued at £400, employed in the fisberies. The
cateh, according to the estimates of the most intelligent fishermen of this locality, is 232,500 pounds
of sea and anadromous fish, 3,500 pounds of fresh-water fish, 72 terrapin, 30,000 clams, and 3,600
crabs. ’

152. FREDERICA, MILTFORD, AND MILTON.

TOE FISHERIES OF FREDERICA.—About 5 miles directly south of Magnolia is the village of
Frederica, having between 700 and 800 inhabitants, while the towmn includes within its limits
between 1,400 and 1,500 persons, The village of Frederica is situated on Murderkill Creek, about
7 miles from its mouth, where it empties into the Delaware Bay, on the south side of Bowers’
Beach, which lies between this and Jones’ Creck, Bowers' Beach, oue of thie principal fishing
stations of Delaware Bay, aud having a small resident population, is within the limits of Frederica,
and its fisheries, fishermen, &e., will be considered in this connection.

Frederica has seventy-two men employed in the fisheries, to a greater or less extent.  Sixty-
two of these are eungaged principally in the spring, thirteeu of them fishing wholly in Murderkill
Creek for fresh-water or anadromous species, while the other fishermen depend chiefly on catels-
ing such species as may be taken in the waters of the bay, though cecasionally they may resort to
the streams to fish when a favorable opportunity offers. Many of the fishermen of this seection
depend largely on agricultural pursuits for their livelihood, changing from fishing to farming and
vice rersa, as the prospect of making money in one pursuit exceeds that of the other. There are
twelve peddlers at Frederica, who make a business of hawkiug fish about the villages and farming
districts within a radius of 20 or 30 miles. They buy their stock from the fishermen at Bowery

3each, According to Mr. James Wyatt, a resident of Bowers’ Beach, many of the fishermen of
this place are employed in catehing oysters during the winter.

There are three fishing stations on Murderkill Creek where shad, herring, and otlier species
are taken with seines, and at each of these places Is a small shanty for the accommodation of the
fishermen and the reeception of their catch and fishing apparatus. The total value of these build-
ings is 90, Tive small buildings have also been erected at Bowers’ Beach for the same purpose,
the total value of these being $150. - .

The residents of Frederica, as well as those of the adjacent small settlements, resort to Bowers
Beach in the spring and engage in the trout fisheries, capturing at the same time a greater or less
amount of other species.

In the fisheries of Frederica are employed forty boats, valued at $300; twenty-nine gill-nets,
valued at §89; fourteen haul-seines, valued at $1,315; and seven bow-nets, worth &7,

The produects of the fisheries are 1,170,750 pounds of sea fish and anadromous species, 11,950
pounds of fresh-water fish, 1,000 pounds of turtle, 120 terrapin in number, and 6,000 crabs. In
addition, about 600,000 pounds of horseshoe crabs for fertilizing purposes are taken by the fisher-
men of Trederica and the adjacent towns along the shores of Delaware Bay, between Kitt's
HMammock and Lewes, an important part of the capture being made by the residents of this town.

Like Dover, the most important fishery of Frederica is for trout (Cynoscion regale).  The
quantity taken by the fishermen of this town is 1,097,250 pounds of this particular species, exceed.
ing that of the catch of any other locality in the State. Next to the trout fishery in importance
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comes that for the spot (Liostomus ranthurus), of which 25,000 pounds are estimated to liave been
taken in 1880, '

Mirrorp.—Milford, which is pleasantly situated on the line of the Junction and Breakwater
Railroad where it crosses the Mispillion Creek, some 8 miles from its mouth in a direct line, is the
next town south of Fredervica, from which it is distant about 8 miles. T1he village proper has a
population of about 3,000, thongh this enumeration would be considerably increased by including
the residents scattered around in the farming distriets in the immediate vicinity. According to
AMr. J. Lowery, of this place, the principal bosiness is ship-bnilding and agricnltural pursunits.  On
the banks of the Mispillion, in front of the village, are seven or eight ship-yards, while in the
town are two foundries, a basket Tactory, and factories for the mannfacture of agricaltural imple-
ments.  Some of the inhabitants are also engaged in the coasting-trade, fifteen or twenty vessels
of this class sailing from the port. .

Miltord has one hundred and fifty-seven men employed in the fisheries for a portion of the
vear. A considerable percentage of these, however, follow fishing only in the spring and early
summer, depending on other pursuits the rest of the year. Fifty-five of these men fish only for
fresh-water specics, while the remainder depend chiefly on catching sea fish, thoungh they may
sometimes engage in the capture of fish in the small streams which flow through the towuship.

Milford has employed in its fisheries fifty boats, worth $665; twenty-five gill-nets, worth £1235;
seventy-five haul-seines, valued at $1,700; also twelve buildings, worth $240, the latter being small
roughly-constructed shanties such as have been previously described for the towns further up the
bay. In addition to the fishermen employed in catehing fish there are six peddlers who make a
specialty of buying their stock from the fishermen and hawking it about through the adjacent
10%WnS,

There are about seventy-five men in Milford who engage in the shad and herring fisheries in
the spring, using gill-nets and seines.  There are six shad “fisheries” on the Mispillion River, all ol
which are below Milford. At these places shad and herring are taken with haul-seines. The
principal fishing ground oun the bay for the people of this township is Slaughter Beach, though a
few of the men occasionally resort to other fishing stations further up the bay.

The products of the fisheries of Milford are 435,000 pounds of sea and anadromous fish, 22,000
pounds of fresh-water fish, 3,600 terrapin, and 6,000 crabs.

The most important fishery of Milford is that for sea-trout, of which 305,000 pounds are esti-
mated to have been taken in 1830. Next to this comes the shad fishery, of which about 40,080
pounds were caught the same year. A large portion of the fish taken in this locality are sold at
the village or tu residents of the interior towns, many of whom, during the fishing season, go to
the sea-shore to obtain a supply of fish whieh they salt for their own use.

MiLroN.—Passing by the small and unimportant way stations of Lincoln and Ellendale, on
the line of the Junction and Breakwater Railroad, we come to the village of Milton, some 12 or 14
miles in a southeasterly direction from Milford, and the next point of interest in connection with
the fisheries. The village of Milton has between 1,000 and 1,100 inbabitants. The principal
industries of the place are ship-building, the pine wood trade, and farming; the fishing and
oyster industries Dbeing of a secondary importance. Milton is situated on Broadkill Creek,
about 7 miles in a direct line from its mouth, where it emupties into the waters of the Chesapeake
Bay. This stream, thongh comparatively narrow, is nevertheless navigable to the village of
Milton. In the spring and carly summer, as well as to a greater or less extent in the winter, the
fisheries are carried on thronghont almost its entire length. Some 5 miles below. Milton, and
sitnated on the right bank of the creek, is the post-office station of Drawbridge, which is nlso
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included in the same township as Milton. This latter place has a scattered population of one hun-
dred and fifty persons, principally engaged in farming and fishing. There is also quite a_business
done at the “bridge” in shipping grain and wood on coasting vessels coming here to load. The
fisheries of Drawbridge and its statisties will be included with those of Milton.

Milton has fifty-eight men employed more or less regularly in the fisheries; eighteen of these
making a specialty of fishing for fresh-water species, not being employed at all in catching sea
fish. There are eighteen DLoats, worth $160; sixty-five gill-nets, valued at £305; eleven haul-
seines, worth §265; and two bow-nets, worth $4, employed in the fisheries of Milton, which has
also twelve small rough board shanties for the accommodation of the fishermen, these being valued
at $310. )

The products of the fisheries are 162,050 pounds of apadromous and sea fish, 3,200 pounds of
fresh-water fish, and 240 terrapin. By far the most important fishery of this place is that for spot
(Liostomus wanthurus), of which it is estimated about 80,000 pounds were taken iu 1880, Next to
this, in quantity, is the fishery for tront (Cynoscion rcgule), of which 47,230 pounds were caught
in 1880. The remainder of the fish taken are divided among the various species of fresh and salt-
water species which visit this region.

153. LEWES AXND ITS FISHERMEN.

Luwrs.—The village of Lewes is situated at the terminus of the Junction and Breakwater
Railroad, about 3 miles above Cape Henlopen, and some 16 or 132 miles by the road from Milton.
According to the postmaster, ). W. Brereton, esq., the village of Lewes has a population of 1,800,
The inhabitants are engaged in a great variety of pursuits, among which may be mentioned as
the most important, piloting, following the sea, wrecking, railroading, and Government work.

The fislieries of the place are also of considerable local importance. The principal fishing
ground of Lewes is along the beach in front of the village, above Cape Henlopen, where, in their
season, large quantities of the various species of sea fish are taken. The fresh-water fisheries of
this place are comparatively nnimportant, being confined principally to the capture of a limited
amonrt of such species as may be taken in ponds and small streams,

Lewes has eighty fishermen, of whom twenty-five depend wholly on the fisheries, while the
remainder, though procuring the chief part of their subsistence by fishing, also enguge in other
industries more or less regularly during a portion of the year. Besides the fishermen, who peddle
their cateh to a greater or less extent, there are six peddlers who make a specialty of hawking
fish about this and adjacent towns, procaring their goods from the fishermen on the beach.

Ewmployed in the fisheries of this place are twenty boats, valued at 8350; twe hundred and
ninety-two gill-nets, worth 83,204; thirteen haul-seines, worth $393; and fifty eel-pots, valued at
$25; besides which there are two small boat-houses, worth $30 each. About half of the boats used
at Lewes differ somewhat from those employed by the fishermen of the towns further up the bay,
some of them being of the type known as the Delaware Bay shad-boat, and others the New Jersey
surf boat, both of which are described in another section of this report.

The products of the fisheries of Lewes are 609,550 pounds of sea and anadromous fish aud
1,500 pounds of fresh-water fish; 4,000 pounds of turtle; 1,300 terrapin, in number; 31,930 crabs;
109 lobsters, and a few hundred clams.

The most important fishery is that for spot, of which 311,000 pounds are estimated by cowpe-
tent authority to have been canght in 1830. Second to this is the fishery for trout, of which
250,000 pounds were taken iu the above-named year. Comparatively speaking, the other fisheries
are unimportant. This region seemns to Le the southern limit where lobsters ave taken by the fish-
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ermen, and even here there is no real fishery for them. If a man desires to obtain a few lobsters
for his own table Le can usunally do this by setting a trap about the breakwater, and occasionally
one or more of these crustaceans are hauled ashore in the drag-seines and gill-nets. Capt. W. M.
Fowler, of Lewes, says that about 1873 a pound was built for the capture of the Spanish mackerel
(Scomberomorus maculatus) just below where the wooden pier now stands. This, however, did not
prove a guceess, for though large quantities of other fish were taken, but fow Spanish mackerel
were canght, and after being kept up for about two seasons the net was removed and no pounds
have since been constructed in this loeality.

15t THE FISHING TOWNXNS SOUTH OF CAPE HENLOPEN.

ReEnoBoTH BEACH—~Rehoboth Beach, 64 miles distant from Lewes in a southeasterly diree-
tion, is a small watering-place fucing the Atlantic Ocean on the one side and Relioboth Bay on
the other. Here have been constructed about twenty-five cottages and two hotels for the accom-
modation of summer residents, many of whom come to this place to attend camp-meeting as well
as to be benefited by the ocean breezes. The resident population is about sixty, all of whom
depend mainly on farming and mechanical pursuits, as well as upon catering to the wauts of the
summer residents. There is, properly speaking, no fishing carried on by the men of this place,
though occasionally the fishermen of Lewes resort to this locality to fish in the waters of Rehoboth
Bay. The stntisﬁcs, therefore, of the catch, as well as of the men and apparatus employed, have
been incorporated with those of Lewes.

AXGOLA.~The next town south of Lewes, at which any fisheries are carried on, is Angola,
situated on the west side of Rehoboth Day, and having a seattered population of about 500. It is
about 9 miles distant in a southerly direction from Lewes, lying nearly midway between the latter
town and Millshourougl, on Indian River. The prineipal oceupation of the people is farming,
though a considerable number of the men engage in fishing during the spring and winter months,
following their agricultural pursuits at other times. There are fifty-five men in this town employed
in the fisheries, two of whom depend wholly upon this industry for a livelihood. The apparatus
includes sixteen boats, valued at $320; eight gill-nets, worth $40; fourteen haul-seines, worth
£420; and one hundred and twenty eel-pots, valued at 260,

The fisheries are carried on in the waters of Rehoboth Bay and the streams which empty into
it. The products of this fishery are 135,300 pounds of anadromous and sea fish, 3,000 pounds of
fresh-water fish, 108 terrapin, and 4,992 crabs. The most important fishery in regard to the
amount of fish taken is that for herring, of which 50,000 pounds were canght in 1880, but in point
of value this is exceeded both by the fishery for rock and perch, of each of which it is estimated
28,000 pounds were taken in the same year. A portion of this cateh is shipped by rail to Ihila-
delphia and other markets. A large percentage of the fish taken are consumed locally or sold to
farmers from the interior towns.

MiLLsporoUGH.—The village of Millsborough, situated on Indian River, is 8 or 10 miles dis-
tant in a southwesterly direction from Angola, and has & population of about 300, As a rule
people depend largely on agrieultural pursuits; though, owing to the fact of the railroad pass-
ing through this village, and its convenience to the excellent fishing grounds of Indian River and
Bay, it is a center of a counsiderable fishery, the most important to be found in the State south of
Cape IHenlopen. There arc one hundred and eighty-eight fishermen employed here, ten of them
depending wholly on the fisheries for a livelihood, while the remainder divide their time between
fishing and farming. An important feature of this place is the number of people employed in the
summer season in catching soft crabs, which are shipped to the markets of New York and Phila-
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delphia. The skiffs employed in this fishery are constructed especially for the purpose, and are
described under the head of apparatus as the Delaware crab-skiff; these are let out to the fisher-
men, many of whom are boys, who seil their catch to the owners of the skiffs for a stated sum.
There are employed in the fisheries here two hundred and twenty-two boats, valued at &7 76;
twenty gill-nets, worth $100; twenty-two haul-seines, worth $660; and three hundred eel pots,
valued at $150.

The products of the fisheries are 397,300 pounds of anadromous and sea fish, 111,500 pounds of
fresh-water fish, 500 pounds of turtle, 1,200 terrapin in naumber, 50,000 clams, and 180,000 crabs.
The most important fishery in the matter of quantity is that for herring or alewives, of which, in
the spring of 1880, it was estimated 105,000 pounds were caught. Some 70,000 pounds of men-
haden are taken, about one-sixth of which are sold for food, and the remainder used as a fertilizer.
The fishery for soft crabs, which is of considerable importance, as has been mentioned above, began
about 1873, when two men, belonging at Long Branch, New Jersey, came to this section and
engaged in the business. Since that time, however, this industry has been followed by the resi-
dents of the place, the more enterprising of whom have had a large number of boats built for this
purpose, which they furnish to men employed to fish for them, buying the catch at the rate of 12
cents a dozen.

DacsBoroUGH.—The little village of Dagsborough, with a population of about 200, is situated
on the line of the Breakwater and Frankford Railroad, some 44 miles in a south westerly direction
from Millsborough. The residents of this place depend maiuly on agricultural pursuits, though in
the spring, sumuter, and autumn they engage more or less regularly in the fisberies. There are
employed in this pursait forty-two fishermen; twenty-eight boats, valued at §130; ten gill-nets,
worth $50, and eight haul-seines, valued at $240. A portion of the boats, like those used at Mills-
borough, though in a far less degree, are used in the capture of soft crabs in their season; the
greater part, however, are built on the style of the ordinary batteau, and are used in the various
branches of the fisheries, including seining and gill-netting. The fishing grounds resorted to
are Indian River and Bay, where essentially the same species are taken as are eaught by the resi-
dents of Millsborough.

The products of the fisheries are 71,100 pounds of sea fish and anadromous species, 13,700
pounds of fresh-water fish, 100 pounds of turtle, 204 terrapin, 15,000 clams, and 758,000 crabs.

FrANEFORD.—Three miles south of Dagsborough is the village of Frankford, on the line of
the Breakwater and Frankford Railroad. This place, though having no fisheries, may be men-
tioned from the fact that a quantity of the products of the fisheries are shipped from here. About
8,200 pounds of fish and 9,123 pounds of soft crabs were shipped by rail to Philadelphia and other
markets in 1880.

BLACEWATER.—Some 6 miles in an easterly direction from Frankford brings us to the post-
office of Blackwater. This place has a scattering population of between 100 and 200, depending
chiefly on farming. There are, however, eighteen men here employed in the fisheries; four of
them depending wholly on catching fish for a livelihood, while the remainder are employed more
or less regularly as fishermen, chiefly in the spring. These fishermen make use of tweuty-iwo
boats, worth 8110; forty gill-nets, worth $200, and two haul-seines, valued at £80.

The products of the fisheries of Blackwater are 71,300 pounds of sea and anadromous fish, of
which 36,000 pounds are menhaden, used principally for fertilizing purposes; 3,000 pounds of fresh-
water fish, 500 pounds of turtle, 192 terrapin, and 186,000 crabs.

OcEAN View.—The little hamlet of Ocean View, composed of a dozen or fifteen dwelling
houses and stores, is six miles distant by the road from Blackwater in an easterly direction,
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