






GEOGRAPHICAIJ HBYlEW UF THE FISHElUES.

creeks senrnl miles iulauu. The shore islands, with the exception of suell as lJa,-e lccome popular
as summer resort8, arc almost uuiubabited, amI eyen these places are -often deserted during the
willter months. Many of tbe people are wholly dependent 011 ngriculture, but the greater number

of those liying near the water own 8rnall patches of land, all which they raise scarcely enough to

supply their own tables. These are largely dellendent on the bays for a }iyelillOod. There is also

a large class that "follow the bay" during the entire .year, oystering in winter and fishing or

clamming at other seasous.
It is urgcd by some that the fisheries are a positive injury to the State, in that they encourage

idleness and canse the people to neglect the cultiYation of the soil. It is doubtless true that the
great wealth of sea products I~-ing at their wry doors bas given tbese people a feeling of securit~­

that works to their dis<lthautage, for with their knowledge that there is an abundance of fish,
oysters, or clams tbat can be had at an~' time for the taking, and that these willuot only supply
food, but can readily be turned into money, they soon become improvident, spend a greater part
of tlwir time in idleness, and go to the hllyS only when necessity compels.

Tln~ :rrWI{E UIPORTAN'l' Jo'ISBING CEN'l'EnS DESCnlDED.-Tbere is more or less fishing for local

I':upply along tbe entire shore, and almost ever~' man living near the water catcbes a few fish and

gathers a sufficient quantity of clams and oysters for his own table, while some in nearly every
locality fish to supply the country trade, except in that portion of Delaware Bay lying to the north
of Denuis Creek, where tbe fishing for marine fishes is limited to the capture of weakfish, which
occur in [mch sman lIum bel'S that the fisbing is not extensin'.

The commercial fisheries of Southern New Jersey center about the larger suminer resorts along

the shore. These either affmd all excellent market elurillg the summer montbs, or, from their loca­
tion, oUer superior aelvantages for slJipping. The principal centers are Barnegat, Tuckerton,

Atlantic Cit.y, and Cape May.
Barnegnt, a settlement of 1,100 inhabitants, is a favorite r('sort for the sporting classes from

tlle larger cities of the interior. Being located IJ{'ar Barnegat Inlet, it is chiefly important OIl

account of the huge number of bluefish taken by trolling. It ranks low as a market, as the inhab­

itants are largely supplied with :fish free of charge by the pleasure :fishermen.
'i'uekertou, a Yillage of 1,400 inhabitants, is situated Ilearly opposite New Inlet, ill the center

of the most extcn[,)iYC quabaug fiHhcries of the entire coast. _It affords good sbipping facilities by

both lam} and water, allll many of the people for mil('s in either direction are largel~- interested ill

clammiug and fisbing. There is also an excellent local market hoth ill Tuckerton and at Beacll
IIayen, a few miles distant.

Atlantic City, the largest summer resort of Southern N"ew Jersey, is located on one of tho

islands of the onter beaeh at Absecon Inlet. It is the principal fisbing center of the district. It
lms a winter po}mlation of 5,500, wbich is increased during the summer months to many times that

number, ewry hotel auel bOHding-house being packed from the middle of .June till late in Sep'
tember. DuriIlg this s('ason the demand for fish is yery large, and six firms, with eighteen men,

in nduition to a large number of fishermen anu hawkers, are engaged in catering to the trade.

Aecorfling to }fr. J. Y. Albertson, full~" $30,000 worth of fish and $35,000 worth of oysters are con·

811Tlled ill tbe city tach season. The principal species used are weakfish (Cyrwseion regale) and
slJe('psbead (Dipiodus probatocepllalus), and market-boats often go 20 to 30 miles to g~t their supply.

In addition to its ad\'antages as a market, Atlantic City is favorably situated for the prosecu­

tion of tIle ocean fisheries. There are two wen smacks that supply the city in part with sea·bass

(Serranu8 atrarhM) in SlImmer, and it is more largely interested in the winter cod fisheries tban
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any other city in the State. It is tbe only port on the entire coast south of Kew York "here a
yessel is li<:ensed for the fisheries.

Cape :May I at the sout hern extremity of K ew J erse.\', il' also a faYorite resort, and it is said that

not less thfm 10,000 people SI)()IHI their SlUlllllNS there. There if, a large demand f()r fish at tbi"

season, and n1all~~ fishermen, for miles on either Aide of the eape, are engaged in fishing for this

market with seines, Iloumls, and IJand·lillcs. According to Mr. .J. II. Farrow, who is one of the

principal dealers in the place, not less than $1~,0()0 to 815,000 worth of jbh arc consumed yearly,

a majority of tltem being taken within 15 miles of the city.

146. ImSCnIPTION OF THB l\JORE DIPORTANT FISllEHIES.

TIlE HAND-LINE FISHERL-l\Iore fish are tal,ell ",ith hook aud line than b,Y any other

method. The summer line fishing begins about the 1st of June and continues till late in October,

At tIlis seasoll the water of the shoaler bays and flats becomes "ery warm, and the fish are Ofti'll

driven into the deeper channels b(~'yoTld the reaell of tltc seines; while iu "OIlle portiom; of the dis·

trict seilling' is prohibited lJy law during' eertain months, so that the II:md-lilJe is lIec('ssarily

employed. III addition to those who 1i,;h for local SUpI)ly ouly, many of the professiollal net·fisber·

m('u, oyst('rmen, amI clammers, together with a JlumlJer of farmers amI ll]('clJulIics, ellg-age in the lille­

fishing during the summer mouths, selling their fish to the numerous llOte]s aloug the "hore, or

shipping them to the larger markets. The ayerage fisherman make,; ii-om $1 to $1.50 (lailS iu this

way. The catch is composed largelJ' of weakfish and shcepslH'ad, the forwel' represeutilJg' flillJ­

three-fourths of the moncy value.

\Veakfish :ll'e very abundant in all of the hays ami creeks on Loth the oceau alit! h:ly sides

from :Ma,Y till October, and the catd} is govenled wllOlI'y hJ- the dem,mll. Thes(' tisit are quill' small,

ayeraging only one·balf to 1 pOlm<1 eaell, :lIld mallY of the »mallpst are throwII awa~- as nnfit for

market. In the fall, schools of larger iIlllividllalfi, yaryillg from 2 to 8 pounds eacb, mc fOUIlIl along

the outcr s!Jore, and a few jishcrmell from the vicinit,\" of the inlet» are now IIt'girl1ling to engage

ill titeir captnrc. This fiiSllery IJromises to he n Vf'l'y important OIlC, for, wlrih\ the fifihing is at

present n'ry limited, and the catch is nspd :JlIllost eX(:]llsiyely for local FllpJlly nlld for salting, the

large size and abundance of the fish will makc their el1pture wry profitable.

SheepslJea<1 weighillg [rmll ~-) to ]0 p0l11111s nre vel'y ahll1Hlant abollt tile prillCipal inlets Oil tite

ocean side, and, aceording to Mr. J. E. Otis, of Tuckerton, one hundred amI sixteen boats Im,-e

been counted at one tilDe fishing' for tbem at the iulet opposite tilat city. At Atlantic City three

men fishing from one boat haTe Illade $iO ill :l single da;)'. 111 Cape May Coullty "heeps!JCl1d are

taken in considerable Bllmbers in the larger creel,s and chamlels some llistanrl' froIll the inlets.

The;y are seldom seen on the baJ' side.

TUE IIA UL· SEINE VISH:ERy.-HauilSeiues ji'om 30 to 80 fa thollls in lcngth are extensiye\J'

jished in this district for weahfi;,:h during the o:prillg and fall. Tlw seines are OWIICI1 at various

points along the short', and fished with more or less regularity, but the mort' important sciIl(' fish­

eries are confined to the vicinity of Atlantic CitS and to Oape Mas County. Ou tile ocean side

the fishery is confined to the inner hays, while on the bn;\' t:.i<1e th(' seines are usualI~· hauled on the

outer beach.
A seine with a crew of four men, fished regularl.\' duriug the spring :ulll fall, will stock from

$300 to $500 net, two-thirds of tbis sum being for weal,fish, and the remainder c1JietJ-r for Capo

May goodies (Lio.<dQ1nt/s xantl,w'us), and rock (ROCCU8 lineatus).

PLEAsuRE-msrrHw.-The pleasure-fishing from tIle maIlY SUIllmer resorts of tlw district comes

next in importance when the quantity of fish taken is considered.
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At almost C\-er.y ,-iIlage fisllermcll own small yachtR for carrying pleasure-parties on fishing or

sailing excnrsions. At l;arnegat there are about twenty-fiye of these boats; at Tuckertoll and
Beach Haven, thirty; amI at A tlantic City, eight,r. These, added to the num bel' owned at other

smaller places, swell the total for the district to one hundred and eighty-fi,-e yachts, with fifty addi­

tional row- boats, engaged in pleasure fishing and sailing from the middle of J nne till late in Sep­

tenber. These yachts yary in size from 1 to 50 tons, and baye an aye rage yalue of $400 to $600.

They are fully proYided with fishing gear alld bait, and carry from one to two rr.en each to sail tbe

boat and assist in baiting the hooks. At Barnegat trolling for bluefish (P. saltatrix') is a favorite

pastime, but at other points the fisldng is chiefly for weakfish with hand-lines. The eatcb, which

is often very large, is usually given to the hoatman to dispose of as he may think proper, or taken

to tlw boarding-house where the parties are stopping; some, however, box their fish and ship them

to friends at a distance. The village of Barnegat is nearlJ: supplied with fish taken bJ' the pleasure­

seekers, and at Atlantic City many of the cottages receive an abundanee from the same source.

THE EEL FISHERY.-The eel fisheries of the district arc of considerable importance. In the

llOrtheru portion the fishing is usually with spears during tbe wiuter months, the greater part of

the catch heing taken near OceauYille; but in Capn MaJ' Counts haul-seines, 25 to 50 fathoms in

leIlgtL, are employed during the snmmer. A small yessel, owned by Captain .Mitchell Howell. of
Dyer's Creek, is engaged in the fishery. She has a crew of three men, who, having proyided them­

seh-es with eel-pots, fish at different points along the shores of Delaware Bay.

In mldition to the above, many of the farmers, mechanies, and men engaged in other branches

of tbe fisheries, fish occasionally for eels during their leisure hours both in summer and winter.

The bulk of the entire catch is consumed locally, while a small part is sent to tbe New York and

l'hiladelphia markets, netting the fishermen from 4 to 5 cents a pound.

THE WIN'l'ER con VISHERy.-The winter cod fishery comes next in importance. Codfish make

their appearance in this region abont tbe middle of NO"ember and remain till the last of April.

They "eem to be quite generally scattered over the bottom, and may be found along almost any

part of the coast from onc-half to 10 miles from tile shore, though they arc more abundant on the
roel,r am} clayer spots.

'l'UE FISHING GROrNDS Ji'OR COD.-As far as lmowll there is but one important fishing-bank

off the :New Jersey coast. This lies nearly east of Cape May, ahout 12 mHes distant, and, accord­

iug to Captain George Hildreth, extends 1[; miles in a 1Iortheast and southwest direction, and has

an ayerage width of nearly a mile. This is known as "l'ive Fathom" or "Hereford Bank." Then~

is also a larger bank known as "The old grounds," IJ'ing to the southeast of Cape Henlopen.

These banks have long been frequented by a number of the :Ncw York market-smaeks during the

winter months, and at the present time no less than thirty of them engage regularly in tlle eod

fisheries here and at other points along the New Jersey coast.

'l'llE COD-FISllER:il1EN OF ATLANTIC CITY AND TUCKERTON.- 'Vhen tbe residents of tllis
district only are cOllsidered, the c31)ture of the cod is confined to the fisllermen of A tlantic City

and TllckprtoIJ, though a fpw are taken by tIle erews of the various life-sa,-ing stations along tbe

shore, and by the pilot-boats iu the vicinity of Cape May. _

At Atlantic City the cod fisher,\- began, according to Capt. Washington Yates, fully forty

years ago, wben the fishermen went ant occasionally in boats or small vessels, selling their catch

locally. There was no regular fishing, however, and the practice was soon di,;continued, so Hrat

between 1855 and 1871 very f~w cod were taken. In 1871 Captain Yates, who is a harbor pilot

at Atlantic City, visited the fislJing grounds and, finding cod plenty, engaged regularly in the

fishery. In 1875 three oHler boats joined him, and tI'itwls were then introduced. From that date
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the business has increased nntil, in the winter of 1880-'81, there are thirty·eight men with six ves·
sels and several boats engaged in the cod fisheries from thi" city. 'fIJi", is the only point lwtll"een
New York and. Charleston, S. C., wllere vessels are eugaged in the slJore line fisheries. Tlw fishing
is ill 7 to 8 fathoms of water, from one-half to [j miles from the shore, tlJo average catch being

about 100 pounds of fish daily to the man.

Tuckerton is also engaged in the cod. fisheries to a limited extent. The fishery here is said to
be of recent origin. Small open boats are exclusively clllploye(l, and. the fbhing is carried ou with
little regularity, the mell going out only one or two days in each week.

TIlE rOUND·NET FISHERY.-'l'hc pound fisheries of SoutlJern New Jersey are confined "'Lolly

to that portion of the Delaware Bay lying between Cape l\Iay aud Dyer's Crcek, and, with tlJe

exception of a pound fished for sen'ralycarli in Great Bay, none are known to ha\'c been filihed else­
were in the district. These pound-nets are much smaller and less expel1sive tlJan those at Sand~­

Hook, baving a.n average value of ouly $90. According to 1\1. .T. ·W. Gandy, of Cape ilIay Court­

House, pound·nets were introduced into the regioll by Mr. Holmes, of Green Creek, about 1870.

In 1880 there are Dine of them 011 the fiats along the sLore, some having 2 or 3 fect of' water at low

title, while others are entirely dry. Tht'y differ considerably from the pound· nets of other portions
oftbe coast. The lea<1er is about 50 fathoms long, and in the place of the fore-bay are two wings each
25 fathoms in length. The pound proper, or bowl, is di-,-jded into two compartments, the first bcing

intendml for king-crabs (Limulus pO/;lJphcmus) that are taken in enormous numbers dnring the eally

summer. The second compartment is connected with the first by means of a· fUiluel-slwlJed opening
large enough to allow the fish to enter, but to;) small to admit the crabs. The lower part of the
pound is made of stakes imbedded in the mud amI l'xtcnding a foot or more aLove it. '1'0 these
stakes the netting is attached, tlle ohject being to l,eep it aho\-e the crabs that would otlJerwise

destroy it.
The pounds are fished only from the 1"t of March to tl1e middle of ,lune, after W11ich tlley arc

:aken up, as l.,he water on the fiats uecoIllcs so warm that the fish retire to the (leeper channels.
Weakfish constitute fully three·fourths of the entire catch, the remailH.ler heing mostly rock and
Cape May goodies. Often enormous quantities of weakfish are taken, the eatd_l being so great

that it is found desirable to saw~ onl.y the largest indi\-iduaIs. 1t frequently lJ:lppens that the

price is so low tl1at the fishermen arc not warranted in shipIJing tue fish, and tIle entire catch is
often turned back into the bay. On accouut of the c1ifficnlty of tinding a market for tl](>ir catch

the net stock for eaeh POUlld is qnitc low and in 1880 averaged only ~HO{)'

THE GTJ~L-NET FISHERY.-The gill-net fishing is quite unimportallt, amI there arc lIO profes·

sional gill-net fishermen ill the district. A lllllubcr of sIllall nets are oWllcd at nll'iou" points along

the ,,1101'1', and fishl'd irregularl.)", for local snpply; and at seYeral of the inlets nets of GO to 100

fathoms are allowed to drift with tlJe tide oycr the feeding groullds of tIle sheep~lJead) and longer

ones are used as sweep-nets in the principal channels.
FISlIING FOR llLUEFISH OFF CAPE MA.Y.-Off· Cape ::Ylay there was formerl~- a limited amonnt

of gill·net fishing for bluefisiJ uetwcen tlte 1st of October and the middle of November. 1\11'. J. \V.

Gandy says that large bluefish may be taken within a few miles of the "llOre during a greatel' part

of the summer, and that they follow the menhaden iBto the Rboalcr 'wah'r in Octol.wr. These fish

vary from 5 to 18 pOllnds in weigl1t, tIle average beillg about 10 ponnds.
In 1875 tile fishing" vessels, while cn route for the hludbh grounds of the :North Carolina

coast, found these fislJ and set their nets for them. For two or thlec years the n'Rsels fished in

tbis locality, as many as thirteen being counted at one time. For the past two seasons, however,
the vessels 1Ia\'e abandoned these grounds as the fish han) been less almndallt. The boat fisher·
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men of tl.le shore, wlw formerly engaged in the fishery to a limited extent, have also giveu it up,

and in the fall of 1880 there was but one net, 150 fathoms in length, set off Cape May. This was

fished hut a few daJs amI took only twent;y-five fish, or an average of 250 pounds, daily.

TIlE WINTER ROCK AND PERCIl FISIlERIEs.-The winter rock and perch fisheries of the. district

are confined largel;y to Mullica and Great Egg Harbor Rivers, where these species remain in the

fresh waters during the winter months. At the former place the fishing is prosecuted from Novem­

ber to April by lIleans of diving-nets, hoop-nets, and haul-seines. The diving-net originated in

and is peculiar to thh; locality. It consists of a large funnel-shaped net opening into a l>mall bag

or pocket, and is so arranged that it can be set at various de]lths. '1'he hoop-net is simply a large

bag attached to poles, by means of which it is raised and lowered through an opening in the ice.

In Great Egg Harbor and Great Egg Harbor River seines are extensively used for the capture of

the abo\'e species ill tlJe prilldllal channels and in the numerous creeks, and the catch is often very

large. Small gill-nets of 3i inch mesh, without leau-lines, are also fished to a limited extent aloIlg

the grassy flats in the larger bays during the first of the season.

There are one hundred and twenty men engaged ill this fishery during a Ilart of the winter,

most of them ueing included with the darnmers or with the summer fishermen. The catch reaches

fully 200,UUO. It is shipped largely to PlJiladelphia and :New York, about one-third going to the

latter place. The net value of this fishery to the fishermen is about $10,400, divided equally

bet,ween the two species.

'l'IIE IIIENHADEN FISIlERY.-The menhaden fisheries of Southern New Jersey are quite impor­

tant. According to Capt. George Hildreth, the first oil and guano factor~- unilt in the district was

100~ated on the shores of Delaware Bay, some distance above Calle Mny, in 1861; but this, on

account of t!Ie shoal water, proved unprofitable, and was soon abandoned. In 1874 another factory

was built at DJ'er'R Creek, but it was run only 11 year or two. Mr. J. E. Otis informs us that tIle

first factory on the ocean side was built at New Inlet, near Tuckerton, by 1\1r. C. N. Smith, in 1868.

In 1880 there were five factories in the district, three of them being located at New Inlet and two

uear Great l~gg Harbor Inlet, all he;ng providNI witll kettles and pans for cooking the fish. These

fh'e faetories employ eightyninc fishermen, with eleyen sail vessels and oIle steamer which

was broug-ht into the district from I,ong Island in 1880. The eatch during the 8eason reached

nearly Hl,OOO,OOO of fish, making 1,138 barrels of oil and 1,8130 tOIlS of crude·rlried. guano. There

were sixt.y·two laborers employed at tbe factories. In addition to the catch of the factory fisber­

mell, a good many menhaden are taken in seines b.y farmer s and professional fisbermen for use on

tbe land, and m:my are taken in the pound-nets of Delaware TIay. A purse-seine was also fished

for a few weeks neal' Cape May, in the summers of 187H anlllSS0, hy one of the farmers, who used

the fish for enriching his laIH], The total catch, therefore, fol' the entire district must have reached

abon t 21,000,00U of fish.

TIlE CLAIIDUNG INTERESTs.-Prooably IlO portion of the .A tlantic coast bas sueh extcnsi,-e

qual.laug fisheries as tbat at present under consideration. Almost every bay of any considerable
size between Barupgat Inlet a.tHI Cape May contains large numbers of these clams. Especiall'y is this
true of Little Egg Harbor, Great Ba.y, and Great Egg Harbor, wbich are doubtless the most impor­
tant clamming grounds in the United States. They occnr only in limited nUlubers in the waters

of Delaware Bay, amI tllC fislH'rIncn of that region are ollliged to cross to the ocean side to engage
in tlie fishery.

Nearly all of the 1ishermen and oystermen IiYing along the sllore Cllgage in clammiug duriug

certain months, while man~' follow it throngbont the entire ,Year. In some localities the fishing is

chietly in spring; in otlwrs, ill the spring and fall, and in still otl1el'8 during the summer also. It
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is llot so extensive in the winter on aCCoullt of the' ice in tbe bays and the limited demand fur
clams in tbe markets, wllere o~·sters are usually preferred.

The only methods in nse in tllis district are" treading" and" tonging," the I~tter being tllC

more common. Treading is said to hm'e originated with the Tncl,ertoll fislH'rmen, and to haH\

been introduced by them into otber States, both North and South. The clammers work but a few

hours in a tlay. TIlI'Y usually go out at "half.ebb" awl return at or before" quarter.flood," thus

fishing onlJ' during t11e foul' or five bour" of low water. The ayerage fisbermall will "tong" from
1,000 to 1,200 clams iu a da.y, but 4,000 to 5,000 haye been frequently taken. The total yalue of

the clams taken ill tbis district is O"er $117,000 yearl.y. Tbe catch is ut'ually bongUt by the

captains of small \"essels at from $1.2,) to $2 per thousand and carried to thc IS"ew York and
Philadelphia markets; but at times the captaills merely" freigbt" and sell t he clams, l'ccdvin g

oue·third of the gross l;ales for their services. MallY an~ also slI1PIWd hy rail to t hest' markets alJd
to tbe other cities of the iuterior.

Soft clams (Mya arenaria) are quite plenty, but tbey are used cbid!y for uait, amI only to a

limited extent for food, hy the fishermen of the region. Kone are dug for sbipment to the larger

markets.
THE CRAll·FISlIERIES.-The crabfisllCries are of little importance; and tbongh soft crabs are

vcry abundant in most localities, the people have not yet learued that good wages can be mado ill
catching and shipping them. 'The principal fishing is by boys and men to supply tbe linc-fishermen

and visitors with bait. :l\1au,Y are also taken and 801d to the hotels at Beach !Ia,en, Atlantic City,

aud Cape l\IuJ'; though, all acconnt of the small size of the crabs, many of tile llOtels get tLeir

supply from a distance.
Hard crabs have little valne, ('XCI'pt for bait, and none are now slJil'ped from tlIC district. All

attempt was made several years ago by tbe fishermen of Tuckerton to establish a winter fisher,)"

for tbe species, but it pro\'Cd ullilroiitable. The rnetho(! of fishing was it llOyd one. At tho
apI}l'Oach of cold weather tbe crabs bed ill the mud, wh{'re thPJ' rt·main 1ill spring, and for this

reason they cannot be taken in the ordinary way during the wilJler months. The fishermen visited
these bedding Illaces in boats, amI took the crabs \Jut of the mud with clam amI o~'ster t011gS.

This is tlIe only instance known to us where crabs have been taken for market in this manuer.
At Atlantic CitJ-' erabbiIlg is a favorite pastime for HIe visitors, and from twenty to thirt,)· men

and boys are engaged ill taking pleasure parties out to engage in this fishery. On any pleasant

day during the summer season from fifty to one hundred people may be seen engaged ill crabbing,
and it is now considered by lllany as better sport than fislJing or sailing. Part of the catcll is used

for bait by the line· fishermen.
FEW TERRAPIN TAKEN.-Terrapill, tbough not abundant, arc oeeasionall.y taken b~· the nslwr·

men during the late summer, and after they ha\'e bedded in the Illud for the winter. Tlwy are
usnally found on the fiats, but not in sufficient numbers to warrant aDJ' extended fishery. No traps,

dredges, or seines are used in their capture.
THE OYSTER INDUS'I.'RY.-At yarious points from J3mnegat to Atlantic City alHl l,al,t"s RIY,

on the ocean side of New <Ter8e~', amI at Maurice Con>, 011 the shores of Delcware Bas, the oyster

jndustrJ~ is important. :l'rIr. Ingersoll fully discusses this industr)" ill his special report; concernillg

the abundance of o.ysters along the Jersey shores of the bay, he says:
"The center of the present oyster industry in the Delaware Bay antlUiyer, on tue New .Jerses

shore, is at Maurice Cove, in Cumberland County, which is reached bJ· tbe Cumberland and Mau­

rice River Railroad from Bridgeton. This shore is bordered all the wUJ' by extensi\'e marshes,

t.hrough which innumerable small creeks find their waJ-' from the interior, amI whiclJ cOlltain mall.Y
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open places called' ponds.' Throughout these creeks and ponds, in the tide·ways and along the
edges of the sedge-plats and islands, oysters hM'e always grown in great profusion. In addition
to this the bottom of the bay and of the Delaware River, from Cape May beach clear up to and a.

little above Oohansey Point, at tile sontllern end of fialem County, a distance of not less than 50

I1ljh~s, is everywhere spotted witll o~·ster-beds. These o~'ster-bedsare not confined to the shallow
waters Ileal' shore, or to the sedge plats, but are apparently scattered over the wbole bottom of the

hay. E\-en the ship channel, flO fathoms deep, contains them, as experimental dragging shows.
Huw tllis migllt have been n centnry ago I know not; but sneh is the present condition."




