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Smith, better known by the name of ‘Governor Smith,” the father of Mr. S. I. Smith, now proprie-
tor of the Watson House, at Babylon, caught it while pulling in a sheepshead.”

An observant angler, who has a summer cottage here, says that ten years ago Spanish maeck-
erel were plenty, although they are very rare now. He does not fish on Sundays, but notices that
those who do, find the best fishing on that day becanse the fish are not disturbed then by the drag-
zing of the fly-nets. )

Mr. George L. Benjamin, peund-netter, says: “Every other year thiere is a large catch of por-
gies; this year, 1880, they are plenty, but small, mostly under a quarter of a pound. Sheepshead
have been plenty this year.”

The cateh of eels this year amounted to 3,000 pounds; of fresh fish, 1,000,000 pounds; hard
crabs, 1,500 barrels; soft crabs, 1,000 dozen. There are twenty fishermen here, of whom fifteen
are married; and a total of eighty persons live from the fisheries; $5,000 are invested in boats
and 84,000 in nets.

BABvYLON.—Babylon, like several of the preceding places, is a popular angling resort and fash-
ionable retreat for summer visitors. Boats are let here at 84 to §5 per day. Fifty persons here
are dependent npon the fisheries, including the ten fishermen and the families of the six married
ones; $500 are invested in boats and $2,000 in nets. The catch for the past year has been: Eels,
1,000 pounds; fresh fish, 1,000,000 pounds; hard crabs, 200 barrels; soft crabs, 300 dozen.

BRESLAU.—Most of the inhabitants of the town of Breslau live by cigar making. Four men
devote part of their time to fishing, but their catchb, which last year amounted to 800 pounds of
eels, 10,000 pounds of fresh fish, and 50 barrels of crabs, is consumed locally.

AMITYVILLE.~Eels form the principal produet of the fisheries of Amityville. Forty men are
engaged in taking this species in the bay, and cod in the outer waters. Twenty-five of the fisher-
men are married, and one hundred and fifty persons in all are dependent on the fisheries; $8,000
are invested in boats and $6,000 in nefs. Four large seines are used, in addition to a number of
fykes, fly-nets, and eel-pots. The pots are of the same form as those described under Riverhead,
in the chapter on the East End, and are worth 60 cents each. Ojysters are planted, and some hard
and soft clams are taken. Some of the men tish for menhaden at times. The eatch was divided as
follows: Eels, 200,000 pounds; fresh fish, 250,000 pounds; hard crabs, 200 barrels; soft crabs, 200
dozen.

130. SOUTH OYSTER BAY.

South Oyster Bay is the central portion of that expansion of the coastal lagooh of which the
eastern part has already been described under the name of Great Scuth Bay. It begins at the line
dividing Suffolk and Queens Counties, lying wholly in the latter, and in the towuship of South
Oyster Bay, which extends across the island to Oyster Bay, on the north shore. A cluster of
large islands serves to separate it from Hempstead Bay on the west, and numerous otlier groups
and single islets diversify its surface. The oyster and clam interests are the principal industries
on this Lay.

There are five hundred men engaged in the oyster and clam business, and twenty in fishing.
Twelve of the latter are married, and seventy persons derive a livelihood from the fisheries proper.
Tive hundred boats are used of 1 or 2 tons each, worth from $25 to $100. The yearly value of
menhaden taken for use as a fertilizer is $1,000. The catch of oysters per annum is 20,000 bushels;
hard clams, 7,000 bushels; soft clams, 2,000 bushels; mussels, 50,000 bushels (for manure). A
large part of the products are sent to New York by water. Some shipments, however, are made
by rail or téams. The oyster ground is leased in three-acre lots from the town of Hempstead, at
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85 per acre. There are no free grounds or toleration fees. The beds used to be carefully watched
to prevent stealing. The stealing of oysters or other products of the wuter is not looked on as an
offense go great as stealing the products of the land. In the prosecution of an oyster thief no
oysterman can sit on the jury. It is difticult to prove theft in the night, as tlic location of the
boat is hard to swear to. An average catch of oysters for a man is 60 bushels per week on good
grounds. They are worth from $1.25 to $1.50 per bushel. Planting is increasing, although most
gronnds which are {it are now planted. Not many of the animals which elsewhere prove such
destructive enemies of the young bivalves frequent these waters, No borers or drills are ever found,
except when brought in on foreign seed.  Seed comes from Newark Day and up the sound. The
men think that seed from New Haven, Conn., grows faster, but that that from Blue Point is surer.
Clams are not very plenty. Crabs ave canght when hard and kept uutil they have shed. They
are worth %1 to 81.50 per dozen in the spring, and 30 to 73 cents in snmmer. Iels are taken in
pots mainly, and are mostly consumed at bome. Surf fishing for striped bass and bluefish was
poor iu the fall of 1830, but good in the previous spring.,  Three 10-ton sloops, carrying three men
each, fish for cod from November 1 to April, having an average catch of 90,600 pounds. The total
rounage of the small boats on the bay Is about GO0 tons,

SEAF¥ORD, OR S0t Overeir Bavy.—There are six fishermen here, of whem four are married.
The fuuilies dependeut upon the latter contain about fourteen persons. The capital invested in
boats amonnts 1o 8300; in nets, 1,500, The cateh last vear was as follows: Eels, 5,000 poands;
frest fish, 10,000 pounds; hard crabs, 100 barvels; soft erabs, 200 dozen.

There are five fishermen here, and ten persons are dependent

2IDGLWOoOD, 01 BOLLICRE.
upou the three who are married: 2500 are invested in boats and 81,000 in nets.  The following is
the cuteh for the past year: Dels, 3,000 pounds: fresh fish, 10,000 pounds; hard crabs, 100 barrels;
solt erabs, 100 dozen, '

MERRICK.—The settiement of Merrick has ten fishermen, of whom six are married, and a total
of forty of the inhabitants are dependent upon the fisheries; $1,000 are invested in boats, and in
nefs 81,500,  The cateh last year amounted to 2,600 pounds of eels, 30,000 pounds of fresh fish,
200 barrels of hard erabs, and 300 dozen soft erabs. :

ITearsTEAD BAY AND Rocraway.—This bay opeuns into the western end of South Oyster
Bay. and, like the latter, is dotted with islands.  Fonr hundred men are engaged in oystering and
clamming in its waters. The Rockaway oysters are well known in the markets, 200,006 bushels
being produced anvnally.  The eapital invesfed in the oyster business amounts to £100,000; 15,000
bushels of hard clams and 75,000 bushels of soft elams are taken, and 400 bushels of mussels are
sent to market for pickling, Three-fourths of the shipments go to New York by boats. Fishing
is doue with seines, fykes, hand-lines, and eel-pots.  Some of the fish are hauled to New York bY
wagon and sold ontside the markets,

FrEEPORT.—There ave ten fishermen at this place, of whom four are married; twenty-five
persons in all are dependent on the fisheries. About $1,000 are invested in boats and $2,000
in nets. The catch for the last year was as follows: Eels, 24,000 pounds ; fresh fish, 630,000
pounds; hard erabs, 100 barrels; soft crabs, 300 dozen. At times the fishermen get extra help,
and form gangs of four men cach for seining in the bay, or of nine men each for surf fishing in the
fall or spring. A few shad have been taken here, the number last year amounting to 500.

BALDWIN.~Twenty fishermen live here, and, including the families of the ten who are married,
seventy-five persons are dependent npon the fisheries. There are $3,000 invested in boats and
£8,000 in nets. The cateh for last year was: Eels, 10,000 pounds; fresh fish, 250,000 pounds;
hard crabs, 300 barrels; soft erabs, 2,000 dozen,



NEW YORK: SOUTH SHORE OF LOXNG ISLAXND. 378

RoexviLLE CENTRE.—Rockville Centre has twenty fishermen, of whom twelve are married
and have families, averaging five persons each; $2,500 are invested in boats and $3,000 in nets;
3,000 pouunds of eels, 120,000 ponuds of fresh fish, 200 barrels of hard erabs, and 300 dozen soft
crabs comprised the last year’s catch.

PEARSALLS.—Four men from this locality arve engaged in the fisheries and twenty persons
depend upon them; 8600 are invested in boats and 81,500 in nets.  The products for Jast year were
as follows: Eels, 1,600 pounds; fresh fish, 20,000 pounds: hard cerabs, 300 barrels: soft erabs, 1,000
dozen.

Far RocKAWAY AND LAWRENCE.—These places, which are only a mile apart, have six fish-
ermen, of whom four are married, and twenty persons in all dependent on the fisheries. Abour
£500 are invested in boats and 81,000 in nets. The catch for 1830 was: Eels, 3,000 pounds; fresh
fish, 50,000 pounds; hard crabs, 400 barrcls; soft crabs, 1,000 dozen.

HeEWLETT'=.—At this place and Woodsburg, one-half a mile distant, are ten fishermen, eight
of whom are married, and thirty-five people depend on the fisheries. There are £600 invested
in boats and #1,500 in nets. The cateh consisted of 3,000 pounds of eels. 100.000 pounds of fresh
fish, 500 barrels of hard crabs, and 800 dozen soft crabs.

E.—THE WEST END OF LONG ISLAND.
151. EXPLANATORY STATEMENT.

The remaining portion of the island, which is bere ineladed in the »* West End,” begins on the
south, at Rockaway Beach, and includes Jamaica. Sheepshead, and Gravesend Bays. The report
does not inelude the drift and stake net fisheries for shad in New York Bay. as it is not practicable
to separate the interests of the New York und New Jersey fishermen in the bay.  The shore fishing
practically stops at Fort Hamilton. The East River is too swift to admit of the use of nets, and it
affords no ﬁshihg, escept to anglers, who go out in small boats for wealkiish and other species.

132, JAMAICA BAY.

This bay is deeply indented in the coast and is filled with islands. Its waters are generally
shallow and its northern shore is marshy. 1t is inclosed on the south by Rockaway DBeacl, a
fashionable watering place. The principal villages are Canarsie and Flatlands. The inlet has
moved 3 miles to the westward within the past twenty years. Scallops and terrapin were taken
in the bay in former years, but more of the former are obtained at present and of the latter only
an occasional one is secured. Mussels are gathered in considerable quantities around the islaunds.
They are not used for wanure, as in the South Bay, but are sent to New York and Newark, N. J.,
where a portion of them are eaten fresh and the remainder are pickled. Not many fish are shipped,
most of them being consumed near home. Some Spanish mackerel used to be taken, but for the
last ten years only occasional specinens have been secured. Sheepshead are searce, notwithstand-
ing the splendid mussel beds, which might be expected to atiract them. Eels are moderately
plenty, and are taken in pots made with hoops and netting, as well as in fine-meshed seines and
with spears. The fishermen say that the eels do not bed in the bay as they did formerly, some
attributing it to the disturbance of the water caused by the passing of sail and steam boats, and
others to the jar of railroad trains running to Rockaway Beach and to Canarsie. Ojyster beds were
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leased for the first time in 1880. Three acres are leased for $10 per year to each applicant. The
clammers object, as the grounds have always been free; but soft clams are giving out, and the
grounds are more valuable for oysters.

CANARSIE.—There are one hundred ‘“bay men” here, who' take fish, clams, mussels, &e.
About fifty of these fish for cod outside of the bay at certain seasons. There are forty-nine regis-
tered boats here, aggregating 343 tons. These cost on an average $800 each. None of them are
of over 20 tons burden. Sixteen boats, with three or four men each, fish outside with hand-lines
for codfish; they use the “sea” and “razor” clams for bait., The catch of cod, which amounts to
10,000 pounds in a season, is shipped to New York by water, all other fresh fish going by wagon.
The entire quantity of fresh fish, including cod, taken by the Canarsie fishermen last year, was
100,080 pounds; of eels, 15 tons; oysters, 10,000 bushels; hard clams, 10,000 bushels ; soft clams,
100 bushels; and mussels, 24,000 bushels. The mussel season is from April 1 to the end of July,
during which time about 100 barrels go to New York by wagon each night. They are worth 50
cents per barrel. Many hard crabs are consumed here, and a few are sent to market, in all about
1,000 barrels; some are kept confined in pens until they have cast their shells, when they are sold
at a much higher figure. The men can readily distinguish a ‘shedder.” One dealer ships 500
dozen soft crabs per week from June 15 to October 15, the entire cutch being 13,000 dozen, having
an average value of’ 62 cents. The value of m enhaden taken for manure is £2,000. The capital
invested in nets amounts to $10,000.

FrATLANDS.—This village has forty fishermen; twenty are married and, including the families
of the latter, one hundred persons depend on the fisheries. Ten boats, aggregating 80 tons and
valned at %600 each, are employed ; 84,000 are invested in nets and $1,000 in oyster beds. The
annual production is about 3,000 bushels of oysters, 4,000 bushels of hard clams, 100 bushels of
soft clams, 5,000 bushels of mussels, 10,000 pounds of eels, 50,000 pounds of fresh fish, 200 barrels
of hard crabs, 2,000 dozen of soft crabs, and 8300 worth of menhaden fer manure. The methods

of fishing are the same as at Canarsie.
133. SHEEPSHEAD BAY.

This little bay, wl-ich lies to the eastward of Coney Island, was formerly a famous resort for
the fish whose name it bears. It is frequented by anglers, by whom many bluefish, weakfish, &ec.,
are taken. Two fishermen from Gravesend fish here to supply the local demand. A few men take
clams. The yield of the bay, including Coney Island Creek, is estimated at 1,000 pounds of eels,
5,000 pounds of fresh fish of other species, 100 barrels of hard crabs, 200 dozen of soft crabs, 500
bushels of hard clams, and 500 bushels of mussels. This is intended to include the catch both of

the fishermen and sportsmen.

134. GRAVESEND BAY.

This is an indentation in the lower part of New York Harbor, formed by the western end of
Coney 1sland on the south, and extending to Fort Hamilton, in the Narrows, on the north. Coney
Island Creek (a small sound) makes in at the lower part. There are no islands in the bay. Shad
are taken in ponnds, fykes, and gill-nets. Two pounds stand the greater part of the year and four
more are put in during the shad season, which lasts from the 1st of April to June. These pounds
cost $1,000 each, including two sets of netting, one of which is used while the other is being dried
and repaired. The shad fykes, which are 9 feet in diameter, are often placed at right. angles to
the leaders of the pounds, which are very long. The gill-nets are drifted. They have a 5-inch
mesh, are 300 fathoms long, and fish 27 feet deep, being valued at 3125 apiece. Small fykes are
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used for bass and fine-meshed seines are employed for eels. Crabs are taken in winter by means
of rakes, similar to ordinary clam-rakes. These have a 4-foot bar with 32 to 36 fingers, and a
handle 30 feet long. Hard and soft clams are taken, but no oysters.

Ngw UTRECHT AND BATH.—Forty men are engaged in the fisheries of these places, of
whom 18 are married. Including the families of these, 100 of the inhabitants are dependent
on the fisheries. Six boats of 10 tons each are used. These are worth $800 apiece. Last
year 60,000 shad were secured; 35;000 of these were taken Ly 5 f_\*lie and pound fishers, while the
remainder were caught by the 25 gill-netters. In the secason of 1881 a fisherman named Stcphen
Morris took 12,000 shad prior to May 12. There are $10,000 invested in nets in the two villages.
The yield of the fisheries last year was: Eels, 100,000 pounds; fresh fish, exclusive of shad,
150,000 pounds; hard erabs, 1,200 Larrels; hard clams, 5,000 bushels; soft clams, 300 buslels.
Fifteen men fishing from an equal number of small boats average about 3 bushels of hard clams
per day during the mounths of May, June, July, and Auagust.

ForT HAMILTON.—Eight of the 10 fishermen of Fort Hamilton are married, and 30 persons
are dependent upon them for support. The methods of fishing are similar to those employed at
Bath. William J. Cropsey owns a pound and 20 shad-fykes, while another pound is fished by other
parties, About $4,000 are invested in nets and £1,500 in boats. Two 10-ton boats arc used, and
many smaller ones. The catch last year was 20,000 shad, 20,000 pounds of eels, 30,000 pounds of
other fresh fish, 400 barrels of hard crabs, 2,000 bushels of hard clams, and 100 bushels of soft

clams.

F—NEW YORK HARBOR.
133, GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF TIII} FISHERIES.

This section does not inelude the fisheries of Gravesend Bay, which are given with those of the
western end of Long Island. 1t refers chiefly to the fisheries of Staten Island and the Upper
Bay, though it naturally includes fishermen from New Jersey that fish in New York waters. It
has been a difficult matter to separate these fisheries and to assign them to their respective States,
as men living in one State fish during the shad season in the waters of both. This is especially
true of the drift-netters. In this matter the only way seemed to be to credit each State with the
fish caught by its citizens, no matter where taken, and this system has been followed. Another
difficulty has been the migratory character of the fishermen who take shad in the harbor, and the
impossibility of interviewing any considérable portion of them. This has been overcome by intel-
ligent estimates of old and reliable native fishermen. The drift-netters come from many parts,
especially from up the Hudson, even as high as Catskill. They come down and “drift” in the
Narrows as long as it suits them to do so, and then follow the shad up the river to or even beyond
the Highlands. Shad are taken in fykes and in gill-nets. There are two forms of gill-nets; but in
the local idiom one is a “drift-net,” while the stationary form of stake-net is technically a *gill-
net.” In drifting they use two nets. They put one in at near the last of the ebb tide and drift )
down until the first of the flood, when that net is overhauled and the fish taken out. The other net
is then dropped in and drifted up stream. These nets are from 200 to 250 fathoms long. They are
fished in deep water, and sunk about 23 to 28 feet below the surface. They are weighted so heavily
that the float-lines are sunk to this distance, where they are held by occasional buoy-lines which
keep them from going deeper. Even at this distance the suction of large steamboats often draws
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the nets together in a mass, and ceven at times actually lifts them into the wheels. Three men go in
one boat on a fishing trip; two are engaged in rowing and the third handles the net. The fishing
season iz usually from April 1 to May 15, The season of 1831 was short on account of cold weather
and the men had only one month’s fishing., During the first of the season there were 100 drift
nets in use, but at the close only 4 were employved. My, Joseph MeLyman, a drift-netter living at
Tompkinsville, Staten Island, says that the season of 1850 was better for this mode of fishing than
that of 1881. In the latter year his bighest catel on a-tide was 42 shad, while in the former it was
153, Sowe tides du wot yield more than halt a dozen fish,  He thinks a fuir average for 1836 was
50 shad to each net on a tide, while it was only about 13 in 1881; a tide, in this case, meaning the
last of one tide and the first ot the next, two tides a day being fished.

The ¢gill-nets” or stake-nets are made of linen, coated with verdigris, white lead, and oil
They are made of 53-inch mesh, 80 meshes deep and 70 meshes wide. These nets are stretched
between poles which are set in rows. They are weighted at the bottom with heavy rings which
slide up the poles when lifred, and are suspended from the top by lines ealled “arm lines.”

None of these stake-nets are fished below Staten Island. On the island there is a company
(A, Simonson & Co.) that fishes four rows of nets, with twenty in a row. They employ eight men in
two beoats. William Wardell, of Bay Ridge, Long Island, fishes in the same manner. Isaac Van
Duzer, of A. Simonson & Co., has fished thirty-five years, and 1831 is the lightest season he has
known, though 1830 was light in comparison to former years. In the last-named season he took
16,000 shad, while in 1581 he caught ounly 9,500. His best season was in 1874, when le seeured
21,000, He attributes the bad cateli of 1831 partly to the late season and partly to the pollution of
the river, which is distasteful to the fish. He thinks that sewage is the main cause of his poor suc-
cess, as he fishes near the city, north of Staten Island, while 5 miles below, at New Dorp, the {ykes
and pounds have had the hest season in twenty years. 3Mr. Van Dazer says that there is a coating
of c¢oal oil on the water, and he further adds that even the crabs taste of coal-tar. At New Dorp,
or Cedar Grove, there are two pounds and two fykes. The eateh bere has been good. Tobert
Barues owns the pounds, and Stephen Berger and John Kettletash fish the fykes. The fykes have
brush wings which extend greater or less distances. One fyke was set from Governor’s Island
running from the south battery off southwest. The same parties fish for cels and flonnders in
winter. A few lobsters were taken in former years, but none are found now., No crabs are taken
for market. One bundred men are engaged in fishing; forty are married, and two hundred and
fifty persons are dependent on the fisheries; 816,000 are invested in boats and vessels, and £5,000
worth of nets are employed.

NEW YorK Ciry.—There are few fishing vessels hailing from New York City, though a very
large fleets from Long Island and New lingland ports resort to this market to dispose of their cateh.
There are also great quantities of fishery products received by rail from all parts of the Atlantic
coast, the Gulf of Mexico, and from the Great Lakes. The receipts of fresh fish in 1880 aggregated
nearly 56,000,000 pounds, valued at about $3,500,000 at wholesale.

The most important species, as regards weight, was cod, of which the receipts were 9,250,000
pounds. Among other species were bluefish, 5,500,000 pounds; halibut, 3,650,000 pounds; shad,
4,002,000 pounds; large quantities of haddock, mackerel, herring, porgies or scup, smelts, flounders.
bass, sturgeon, whitefish, and other salt-water and fresh-water species; besides clamé, crabs, lob-
sters, scallops, frogs, turtles, and other aquatic animals.

The quantity of ice used for refrigerating fish in 1880 was 6,981 tons, valued at 841,655, There
are some large refrigerators, occupying buildings two or three stories high, where fresh fish.are
stored during seasous of abundance, to be marketed throughout the year.
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There are about fifteen establishments for fish-curing. The principal wethod is by smoking.
Stargeon is more largely smoked than other species, though salmon, herring, eels, mackerel, and
smelts are also eured in this way. Aboat 3,000,000 pounds of sturgeon were smoked in 1850, and
consumed mostly by the German population,

Bouneless cod, shredded cod, caviare, and many kinds of canned products are prepared here.
Pickled eels are growing in favor with the foreign residents, particularly with the Germans, who
are also very partial to caviare. The twenty-five leading salt-fish dealers in 1830 sold produets
valued at $3,040,000,

Fuarther details of the fish trade of New York City will be given elsewhere in this report.





