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lllatl1inel'y for that work. "'-ith this steamer, which is to a large degree independent of wind and
,,'eatLer, lw can do three times tlJe amount of work possilJle fur tIle saIDe number of dreuges
,,'orked without steam (;")00 bushels is not an uncommon day's result witll two dredges), and do it
best on the' dun' days, when it is too calm for his lleigbbors' sloops to work. Its owners often

find profitable Clllploj'ment for their leisure in chartering the steamer to other oystermen, who

desire aid in dredging or in raking off the starfish that infest some ueus. One single instance of
tbe advantage the use of steam was to this firm will be pardoned. In the spring of ]879 a Rhode
Island planter sent a sloop, capable of carrying 1,500 bushels, to New Haven to buy small seed.
The :Merwins were in,HOtl to contribute to the cargo, the captain of the sloop buying on the prin­
ciple of 'first come, first sen'ed,' until he had filled up, haste being the great desideratum. It

happened that upon the very duy the sloop arrived a dead calm fell, and Dot a sloop from Fair
Ha,en or Oy&ter Point could hanl a dredge. Meanwhile 111'. Merwin's steamer was puffing back
amI forth through the quiet sea, without an hour's cessation, and in two days placed 1~20() llUsl1el~

of seed UpOIl the sloop's decks.
"There are two rivers wbieh come down to the sea at Milford, the pleasant Wepawaug, along

whose banks the town lies, and whose upper waters turn numerous mills; and Indian Hiver, wl1ich
eml)ties into the harbor close by the mouth of the fanner stream. Indian River debouches in all
estuary called the Gulf, or Gulf Pond. Except in Olie little spot no oysters grow no,,', or ever did
grow, in tllis inclose(l salt-water pond, altbough it would be the best possible place to culti\'ate
tlwlIl. I~llt tllC popular feeling of the town is so stronglJ' against tIle utilization of these alh'au­

tug-es hj' lllivute effort, that no ground is permitted to be set off, and any oysters put down tllen'
are liable to bp, seized as public plunder. Once, indeed, the oyster committee ul;signed to iIII'.

.\Ierwin a tract ill the gulf; but as soon as it was found out, au indignation meeting was lIeld and
mob law ,vus loudly threatened. Cooler jUdgment overruled tllat, but allY cultivation of this
,'aluable ground, otherwise wholly useless, was sternl.r interdicted.

"Inspired by JUI" Merwin's success and pluck, various persons have taken up groum1 in the
vicinity of his trac~ off Pond Point, amountiu~ in the aggregate to about 750 acres, dh'ided among
eig!.Jt owners: OIIC of these gentlemen, in addition to 100 acres here, has se\'eralsmaller tracts at
ditlerent points along the shore to the westward; in all, about 400 acres, upon which some than­
sands of lmshels of young oysters are growing. There is plenty of good bottom still remaining 011'
this shore, llOwever.

"SEED OYSTERS AT STRATFORD AND VICINITy.-Having passed to the westward of New
Haw'JI and Milford Harbori', we come upon a new feature of the oyster business. This is the sys­

tematic ilredging of natural beds in the sound a::.ld along the inlets of the shore, for seed to be

placed upon the artificial beds in tl}e eastern part of the sound, in the East RiHr, and on the south

shore of Long Island. This department of the business will demand more and more attention as
I progress toward its headqnarters at Norwalk. The most easterly natural bed which tlJese dredg­
ers attack is one ofr Clark'.,; !)oint, just east of the mouth of Oyster River. (In Oyster Ri,er itself,

by the way~ no oysters have evcr been known within tlJe memory of tradition, although t!lat name
appears ill a llJap drawn prior to 1700.) The next natural bed consists of a reef, [) acres in extent,

Oll the we5tern side of Poud l'Oillt. Beyond that, off lt1ilford Point, at the mouth Qf' tue llousa­

touie, lies the pOlllpeJ- !,t'd, which afforded sustenance to the sea-hut colon.}- that used to frequent
.Milford Point, alHI ,,-here lIOW a crop can be gathered abont once in five years.

"Upon tlw o}Jposite side of the entrance to the Eousatonic lies olle of the principal seed­

grounds in the sound; that side of th€ Housatonic River is one ,ast natural oyster-bed all the waY
frolll Stratford Light up to ihe bridges, a distance of abont 3 miles. There are many persons wbo
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lin> along' til(> shore in Stratford, who deyote almost their whole time to the gathering of the young
oysters and selling tlwm to the Yessels which in snmmer throng the bay. 'Ihey get from 15 to 25
cent 13 a unshel, and there arc perhaps fifty lDen who make this a Imsiness.

"In J'lIa~' sloops and small scllOouers hegin to come after tIle seed, which is of a year's (or Jess)

growtlJ. They hail principally from Norwalk and its yicinity. Thi:, fleet graduaJJy increases, until

ill mid-summer there are sometimes to be seen from seyenty-five to one hundred veBseh; at once in

the mouth of the rh-el'. 'These vesstJs do not dredge for the seed. They anchor near the bed and
send out skiffs, with a crew, who tong the oysters up until their skiff is full, when tllej- tal,e it to

their vessel to be unloaded. From one to half a dozen skiffs are employed by each vessel, which
is thus able to load np quickly, go home with its cargo, and be reau~- to return. To ayoid an.y loss

of time, howcYer, ill voyages back anti forth, some owners of beds keep aile or more yessels anchored

in tIle Housatonic all the while, upon which the crews lin>, who load other vessels that are COll­
stulltly passing back and forth. The rapidity of this work is shown by the fact that one man witll

two assistants will llUt upon his sloop a full cargo of 500 bushelS in two da~-s, and be off and hack

in another two days, ready to go at it again. Persons who liye upon the shore, and wIlD claim to

found their estimate on trustworthy facts, say that 400,000 bushels of seeel were taken ofl" tllt'se

Housatonic bcds between May and November, lSif).

"NotwitlistandiIlg this heayy and long-continued drain thesc nurseries do not seem in danger
of depletion. Few oysters, of course, manage to reach mnturity, but there are enough to furnish

spawn to repopulate the district, which the constant scraping fits in the best possible manuel' for

securing a set. The IJeople of Stratford, however, are beginning to object to longer allowing' an

unrequited privilege to everybody to rake the beds. Such an indiscriminate crowd emuraces malJY
loose characters, and frequent petty ann0.rances, with some serious trespasses, haye occurred on
shore. There seems no way to get rid of the nuisance, however, except to declare the whole ground
available for culture amI stake it off. This is urged by some of the shoremen, who think thf'.Y see

in this plan some chance of making the meadows and river bottom a valuable property, and a bless­

ing instead of a curse t<J them. This meets with considerable opposition, bowever, and the old fool­
ishness abont 'natnral beds' seems au unsurmountable obstacle. Eyerj' year the staking oft· and

cultimtioJI of this river bottom is dela~'ed Stratford loses by it in a way she will one day regret.

Stratford also possesses along her front YeQ' good (leep-water ground, running from Stratford Point

to the J\Iiddle Ground, which remains to be utilized. The Housatonic seed, however, could not be
utilized OIl this outer ground, since it is the long, frcsh-water variety, which would not flourish in
water so salt as that of the outer sound.

"OYSTER BUSINESS AT BIUDGEPORT.-At Bridgeport there is a small hut flourishing oj-ster

business, participated in by three firms of planters. The natural oyster-producing ground oft'this

harbor extended from Stratford to Black Rock, a distance of about 5 or 6 miles, bnt hy 18.30 it had

become exlmusted of all salable oysters, and even became of little yalue as a seeu-proonciug area.
l'reviouslJ- to that seven boats were owned at Bridgeport, all of which, since 1850, have been obliged

to go elsewhere or change their work. Long ago, however, a Fair Hayen man utilized ground nt

the point of the beach, at the mouth of the harbor, to bed down Bouthern ossters, and his example

was followed in a small degree by Bridgeport men. The first planting of nath'e seed, however,

\Tas not until 1844, young oysters being brought from tbe Saugatuck and from 'Yestpol't. At
present Stratford aIHI Housatonic seed is cliiefly used. For opening purposes the llousatonic
Hive.r seed is regarded as the best, llecause it becomes salable one year quicker than the sound
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se~tl; but for shipping in the shell the deep-water seed produces more profit, though of slo\\"'er
growth, the mature stock being single, shapely, and of large size.

"The practice of catching seed.oysters on shells prevails here with much succes8, but will be
so full,,· discussed in a future chapter that I refrain from doing more than mention the fact here;
and add that Mr. ·Wheeler Hawley, the largest planter at Bridgeport, believes himself to have

been one of the first, if not the first, to adopt this method of o"'ster culture ill Long Island Sound,
putting the date of his experiments at 1853.

"Replying to my questions in regard to methods and cost of following this practice ill this
llarbor, one of the lllanters informed me that, in his case, he counts expenses per acre in prpparation
of o.)~ter-bottom as follows:

,.00 hushels shells ("stools") at G cents _._ $2;) 00

:;0 Illlshels of" spawners" (ullculleu) .••.....•••..........•.. _.. _.. . . . 12 00

Total cost of seeding_ ..•....•••... . _ , _..........•. _•..•. _.. ...•.• .••... ~l7 00

"}'rom this he thought he ought to take up 1,000 bushels of seed to the acre of marketable
oysters after two years, with a remainder left for the third year. The cost of taking up would be
about 20 CeDts a bushel. If seed-oysters are bought to be placed upon the ground, from 25 to 60
ceuts a bushel must be paid for them.

"'l'he total acreage under cultivation at Bridgeport, for which a rental of $2 an acre is paid to
the town, is about 110 acres. On this grouml there were raised in the winter of 1879-'80 about
8,000 bushels, which were mainly sold in the shell to New York buyers, at an average _of about

$1.12~ ,1 bURhel. These oysters were large and fat, often opening six quarts to the hushel, as.1 was
informed. in 1857 they brought $12 a.barrel.

"The fleet employed by the oystermen here consists of nine sail-boats, worth, perhaps, 8:.1,500

ill total; the care of the beds ::Ind running of the boats give support to about a dozen families, and
occasional wages to others at the heigbt of the season, tbe pay being about $2 a day.

"OYSTER BUSINESS A.T WES'l'PORT.-vYestport is a little harbor on the Saugatuck myel',
OIle of the most beautiful of the many cllarmin g streams that debouch along this part of the eoa'lL
The rh'er has long been celebrated for the abundance, large size, and excellent flavor of its natura)
oysterf'.. The.y grew almost continuously, in favorable seasolls, from the month of the ri\"er up

to the village bridge, a distance of ahout 4 miles, and tbe farmers wbo lh'ed along the river
were accustomed to gather them in an.y desiretl quantity, without a thought of exhausting the
supply. The UCllletioll came at last, howen~r, and DOW few marketable oysters, native to tlle

Saugatuck, are eyer procured.
"Some years ago, when attention was first called to the desirability of transplanting oysters

allli raising them upon artificial beds, the \Vestport men staked oft· a large area at the mouth of the

Saugatuck. No ground within the river, however, was allowed to be assigned, the towu reserving
all this as 'common ground,' where seed might be gathered by poor men and everybody, to be
sold to the planters. The amount of seed thus procured annually varies greatly with difi'crent
years. The highest trustworthy estimate given me for anyone year (and this not recently) was
50,000 bushels. Last year, lIowe\'er, only about 4,000 bushels were caught; half was planted
locally and half sold to ollt:,;ide bnyers. In midsummer a score or so of men in skiffs may often be
seen in the river at once raking seed-oysters, but these work only occasionally, and there are less
than a dozen men who really derive their support' by following the creek' (chiefly oystering) in
the whole town. The see(l use<1 is between one and three reaT'S of ag<" and it is sold by the skift'·
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men for 35 or 40 cents a bushel. Smaller mixed stuff sometimes sells for 20 ccnts. 'Ihere are only
two or three sail-boats devoted to this work.

"The first efforts at planting were made in the mill-pond east of the village-a pond of salt
water abont 40 acres in extent. The bottoIIl of this pond is a soft IIlass of mud, not barren, clayey
mud, but a flocculent mass of decayed vegetation, &c., apparently inhabited through amI through

by the microscopic life, both vegetable and animal, which the oyster feeds UpOD. Although the
young oysters placed there sank out of sight in tbis mud, they were not smothered, on account of
its looseness, but, on the contrary, thrived to an extraordinary degree, as also did their neigbbors,
the clams and eels, becoming of great size and extremely fat. Ten years ago oysters from this
pond sold for $3 a bushel, and for one lot $16.50 is said to have been obtained. Before long, how­
ever, a rough class of loungers began to frequent the poml, and the oysters were stolen so fast that
planting there has almost wholly ceased, and prices have greatly declined.

"Something over 500 acres of o~yster ground have been set apart in the waters of the sound
belonging to Westport. This ground lies in the neighborhood of Sprite's, Hay, Calf-pasture, and
Goose Islands. Two-thirds of it is owned by Norwalk men and other non-reSidents, and therefore
the town has derived no revenue of consequence from it.

"The principal planter in town is Mr. Eli Bradley, who gave me the most of the information
obtained here. He has been long engaged in the business, and has planted many thousands of
bushels of sced upon his beds, as also have his neighbors; bnt there has been so much litigation
concerning boundaries, so much actual thieving, and so incessant persecution by the starfishes and
drills, that not much has been realized. Last year (1879) no oysters whatever of consequence wcre
placed in the market from these beds. Outsiders, however, shifted certain oysters into Westport
waters temporarilJ' and saved a good crop, the figures relating to which appear elsewhere. All the
residents at Westport assert strongly the extreme suitabilitJ' of their ground for successful oyster­

raising, barring the damages inflicted by the starfishes, which they think they can keep free from
with sufficient labor.

"SOUTH NORWALK.-Just eastward of Rowayton lies the city and harbor of South Norwalk,
oue of the most im!10rtallt oyster-pro(lucing localities in Long Island Sound, a" well as one of the

'oldest.' The bay at the mouth of the Norwalk River is filled with islands, which protect the

shallow waters from the fury of the gales. This whole hay, in old days, was full of native oysters
from the sound all the way up to Norwalk itself. Long' before tbe elaborate means for growing
oysters at present in vOg'ue were thought of, therefore, Norwalk supplied the people of that region
with fine, large, natural oysters, just as it had for centuries been a store-house of shell-fish food to

the Indians, the remains of whose feasts and feasting places are still to be found.
"About forty years or more ago, however, the natural beds in the vicinity of Norwalk Harbor

had become so depleted that they no longer afforded to al:ybody employment that amounted to
an~ything; nor was it until toward the year 1850 that any trans}llantation of seed, or anything in
the shape of the propagation, was atteopted. The business of oyster-growing here therefore,
wlJich at first sight seems of immemorial age, is only about tllirty years old. The history of it-s

growth need not be given here. It will be sufficient to publish the statistics I have accumulated

ill regard to the present status of the business at this point.
"The principal planters and shippers at South Norwalk (with which I include its suburb,

Village Creek) are the Hoyt Brothers, Graham Bell, Oliver Weed, C. Remsen, Raymond & Saun­
ders, Peter Decker, the Burbanks, and several others who raise more than 1,000 bushels a year.
In addition to these there are many men who have small beds which they keep increasing as fast
as circumstances permit, and who make a part of their living b;r working at wages for planters

~GRF
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wllOse operations are /IIore extensive than their own. There is olle firm, for ilJstancc, wllich
ewplo;ys the services of eigllteen or twent;y men nearly all the time, and in I>owe seasons largely

im:rea:-;cs this mUll her. These smaller planters sell their little croJls of from 100 to 1,000 or 1,tiOO

bushels to tl](:'. lwlf a (luzon shippers, elliof alllong whom are the Ilo;yt Brothers and :Mr. G. Bell,

wisely p1'e1erring eash, at a small discount, to tIle trouLle awl risk of themselves taking their

oysters down to New York, or elsewhere, in hopes of a slighty larger price.

"The total prodlletion of tllis locality, during the season of 1878-'79 (the present season, 18;-;0,

will ]Jroha hly 1'e fouml I10t greatly to differ from it), is given at about 65,000 bushels.
"These o.yst(,1's, :LR I have said, were the propertj' of fifty planters, which gi,'es au average of

1,300 bushels to each one. It is proLaLle, however, that as mallY more persons got their living
out of these oysters, from first to last, so that I do not hesitatc to say that oue llUndred families
ill Soutll Norwalk and its immediate vicinity are supported hy tIle cultivation aud sale of oysters
tltero. '.rhe estimate of two hundred families, which I have often heard made, is undoubtedly too

]1 ig-h. This question is ever a hard one to answer, because, in mallY cases, tlle head of tue fawily

depends only partially upon his professional means of snpport, the attention he pays to it aud the
ilJCOlllC he derives varying· with each good or bad season. }\,lost oystermen are also f~H'lllers or
1h;lwrrnen. }lany of them also keep summer hotels, auu thus ~tdd larget~' to their income \luring
the dull season at the Leds.

"EnJry supposed available Hpot for oyster operationR, probably, is now set apart for that pur­

pose, not only inside of the Norwalk Ish.nus, but also in the outside waters of the sound off tIle

mouth of the harhor. Only a portion of this is in use, llOwevm; in all, ahout 680 aeres ont of 2,300,

ill rOUlHl lHllllbc1's, whkh have been designated in Norwalk harbor. '1'lle average pl'oduction at
pr('"ont, therefore, i8 ](~S8 than 100 hushels to the acro of land actually cultivated, und only about

:!ti hushels to tLc uere of bottom hold for the purpose of oyster cultivation. I see no reason wIlY

rut lIrc ycaTs ought not to see ten times as large it proportion.

"The fled of Norwalk used uy the o,vsterllwn in tlwir business cOllsists of two steamboat", U

tlllZl'll sloops, and ahout tllidy sharpies ,Hid sail-boats, of less size and value tlJall the' sloops,' motit
of tlll'1ll 1Il!ing" without decks. llesil1es this there are skiffs iUlI umcrable. 'i'his dis}larity in tlle

Ilmilhel' of large sloo]ll5 betwcclJ so important a place as]llorwalk awl Somo of the small ports

westward is explained bj' the filet that the planters here do not often themsehccs take their goods
to New York.

"FrOIlI a particu]uI' part of Norwalk harbor, many ;years ago, came to '1'Oill Don an's famous
oj d. shop in Broad street, New York, the _original 'Saddle-rocl,s,' nameu from the reef around

,,-hieh they gmw. These oysters were so large tllat twenty,five would fill a bushel basket, yet tl(('~'

wn'e tender amI luscious, and often sold for from 15 to 30 cents apiece. But the,)' were not very

Jl1IIlH'l'OU", and tLo rakiug of them was so profitable that the supply was quicklyexhaust.ed. IJikc

the generous host W]IO gave them nallie and fame, they have long ago departed except from tllc
brawling-iron awl sign-board of the dealer, whose' Sf1l1dlc,roeks' now lllay have come from any­
w]lOre execpt Norwalk.

"That is the story as I was told it at South Norwalk; siuce writing it I have seelJ an article

011 the sul~jed: taken from the New York Observer and vouched for by the Hev. Samuel Lock­

wood, who speaks of the writer as 'our friend, Dr. O. It. "Villis.' This article places Saddle Roel,
OIl tlle opposite shore of the sound. It reads thus:

", The original Saddle-rock was not only very large, but ]lossesged a peculiar, delicious flavor,

wllieh gave it its rrputatioll. And it received its name because it was discovered near a rock
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known as Saddle Rock. A high northwel:lt wind, continued for several successive days, always

causes very low tides in Long Il'lland Sound and its bays. On the farm of David Allen, situated
near the head of Great Neck, on the eastern shore of Little Neck Ba;y, is a rock about 20 feet high,

and from 15 to 20 feet in diameter. The shave of the top of tililS rock resembles somewhat tbe

form of a saddle, and from that circumstaIJCe is called Saddle Rock. At low water the upper or

land side of tbis rock is left bare, while the 0llPolSite or lower side is ill the water. In the autumn

of 1827, after a strong northwest wind had been blowing for tbree days, a very low tide occurred,

and the water retreated far below the rock, leavillg a space wide ('nough for a team of oxen to paf5S

quite around it. This extraordinar,V low tide renaled a bed of oysters just below the r+lck. The

o,Yf5ters were very large, and possessed the most delicate fiaxor; we collected cart-loaus of them,

and l)laced them in our mill-pond (tide-mill). The news of the discovery spread among the

oystermen, and boat-loads SOOIl found their wa,\-, to the cit.)" where, on account of toeir excellent
fia\'or, they conmHtIlded fancy prices, ('Yen reaching $10 a hundred-an enormous price for those

uays. In a vcr,)- short timc the localit.y was exhausted, aud for more than forty ;years there has

not been a real Saddle-rock oyster in the marl,et.'

"HOWAY'l'ON, DARIEN, STAJI[l'ORD, AKD GrmENWICH.-Thc next point is the vcr;y important

station known as I<'ive-Mile River or Rowayton, where the cultivation of oysters has been system­

atically pursued for many years. In all, at present, there are about thirty-flve planters or firms,

and nearly or quill' as mallS families are supported. The little creek-mouth is perfectly filled with

o;rsterboats, and the other conveniencies of this pursuit. I find upon my list of the o'yster-fleet

twenty-eight sloops and sail-boats, which bel()Jlg here, some of them very large and well built. I

cl',;timate the value of these' sail' and the other floating and shore property at Rowayton, directly

concerned in the oyster trade of the port, at not far from $30,()()O. Howuyton produced, in 1879,

which was considered a very pOOl' year, something near 50,000 bushels. How far this is beneath

occasional crops, if not beneatL the recent average, is shown hy the statement made to me that

about five years ago a single dealer in N cw York City honglIt ;)~,OOO bushels of Howuyton oysters.

Little of the stock raised at thil:l point fails to reach New Yor1\, and within the last three years
Itowaytoll has sUllplied a large proportion of the oysters sent to Europe, partly hy direct ship­

ment. IJike all other parts of the East River, the oy:,;ters are sold here whoIl,Y in the shell, and

almost always by the barrel or bushel-the selliug 'by count' belonging to the region farther

west and to the Long Island shore.

':At Darien ahout 3,000 bushels a year are sold from about 250 acres. They have ten or a

dozen sail-boats, and a yalue in oyster interests, gent?rall~', of perhaps $5,000.

"The next oyster-producing point is Stamford, where, also, I fonnd the planterlS bewailing tlJ(~

decliue of their fortunes. The number of men raising oysters is about a dozen, and perhaps as

many more are employed. From about 150 acres of improved harbor bottom Stamford yieftled for

market, in 187V, about. v,500 bushels of oyilters, tLe mnjority of which was shipped to New York.

1'heir fleet counts up nine sloops, which, with boats, floats, aud so forth, are stated to be worth

alJout $15,000. The principal men at Stamfonl are A. M. Prior and Capt.•Tohn Decker.

"The next point westward, amI the last in Connecticut, is Greenwich, where, at l\fianus, Cos

Cob, Greenwicll Cove, Old Grecnwiell, and Greenwich, a large business is done aTHl n, large number

or persons is ellgaged, thougll oysters are not now raised here to as great an cxtCllt lIor of so fine

qUfl,lityas formerly.

"The mouths of all the rinws and each of the mallY coyes that indent this rocky coast are

tilled with planted o~'sters, though a general feeling of discouragemoot, arising from yarious
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Cluuses, prevails. In all about 800 acres are under cultivation, all in shallow water, ~Illd the total
annual product for last year of the whole region may be set down at 33,000 bushels, the majorit)'
of which was taken to New York in the boats of the respective owners, and solo to the dealers at
tbe foot of Broome street.

"The number of families supported in this township out of tllis occupatio~ it is bard to state.
I estimate it at about forty. The craft employed amounts to one steamer, about thirty sloops, ann
perIlups one hundred small open boats. Tbese, with other estimated fixtures, foot up an im'csted
capital approaching $30,000, exclusive of oysters now growiIlg on the beds."




