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live along the shore in Stratford, who devote almost their whole time to the gathering of the young
oysters and selling them to the vessels which in summer throng the bay. They get from 15 to 25
cents a bushel, and there are perhaps fifty men who make this a business.

“In May sloops and small schooners begin to come after the seed, which is of a year’s (or Jess)
growth. They hail principally from Norwalk and its vicinity. This fleet gradunally increases, until
in mid-summer there are sometimes to be seen from seventy-five to one hundred vessels at onece in
the mouth of the river. These vesscls do not dredge for the seed. They anchor near the bed and
send out skiffs, with a crew, who tong the oysters up until their skiff is full, when they take it to
their vessel to be unloaded. Irom one to bhalf a dozen skiffs are employed by each vessel, which
is thus able to load up quickly, go home with its cargo, and Dbe ready to return. To avoid any loss
of time, however, in voyages back and forth, some owners of beds keep orne or more vessels anchored
in the Housatonic all the while, upon which the crews live, who load other vessels that are con-
stantly passing back and forth. The rapidity of this work is shown by the fact that one man with
two assistants will put upon Lis sloop a full cargo of 500 bushels in two days, and be off and back
in another two days, ready to go at it again. Persons who live upon the shore, and who clain to
found their estimate on trustworthy facts, say that 400,000 bushels of seed were taken off these
Housatonic beds between May and November, 1879.

¢ Notwithstanding this heavy and long-continued drain these nurseries do not seem in danger
of depletion. TFew oysters, of course, manage to reach maturity, but there are enough to furnish
spawn to repopulate the distriet, which the constant scraping fits in the best possible manner for
sceuring a set.  The people of Stratford, however, are beginning to object to longer allowing an
anrequited privilege to everybody to rake the beds. Such an indiscriminate crowd embraces many
loose characters, and frequent petty annoyances, with some serious trespasses, have oceurred on
shore. There seems no way to get rid of the nuisance, however, except to declare the whole ground
available for culture and stake it off. This is urged by some of the shoremen, who think they see
in this plan some chance of making the meadows and river bottom a valnable property, and a bless-
ing instead of a curse to them. This meets with considerable opposition, however, and the old fool-
ishness about ‘natural beds’ seems an unsurmountable obstacle. Every year the staking off and
cultivation of this river bottom is delayed Stratford loses by it in a way she will one day regret.
Stratford also possesses along her front very good deep-water ground, running from Stratford Point
to the Middle Ground, which remains to be utilized. The Housatonic seed, however, could not be
utilized on this outer ground, since it is the long, fresh-water variety, which would not flourish in
water 8o salt as that of the outer sound.

# OYSTER BUSINESS AT BRIDGEPORT.—At Bridgeport there is a small but flourishing oyster
business, participated in by three firms of planters. The natural oyster-prodacing ground off this
harbor extended from Stratford to Black Rock, a distance of about 5 or 6 miles, but by 1850 it had
become exhausted of all salable oysters, and even became of little value as a seed-producing urea.
Previously to that seven boats were owned at Bridgeport, all of which, since 1850, have been obliged
to go elsewhere or change their work. Long ago, however, a Fair Haven man utilized ground at
the point of the beach, at the mouth of the harbor, to bed down southern oysters, and his example
was followed in a small degree by Bridgeport men. The first planting of native sced, however,
Was uot until 1844, young oysters being brought from the Sangatuck and from Westport. At
present Stratford and Housatonic seed is chiefly used. For opening purposes the Housatonie

liver seed is regarded as the best, because it becomes salable one year quicker than the sound
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seed; but for shipping in the shell the deep-water seed produces more prefit, though of slower
growth, the mature stock being single, shapely, and of large size.

“The practice of catching seed-oysters on shells prevails here with much sueeess, but will be
so fully discussed in a future chapter that I refrain from doing more than mention the fact here;
and add that Mr. Wheeler Hawley, the largest planter at Bridgeport, believes himself to have
been one of the first, if not the first, to adopt this method of oyster culture in Long Island Sound,
putting the date of his experiments at 18353.

“Replying to my questions in regard to methods and cost of following this practice in this
harbor, onie of the planters informed me that, in his case, lie counts expenses per acre in preparation
of oyster-bottom as follows:

500 bushels shells (““stools”) at D CENTS v uv et cii i i it ie et ceieae e meaamanas $25 00
50 bushels of “spawners” (unculled) ooo. oo cimn o iin e el 12 00
37 00

Total cost of seeding. «ovim v e et aaeens eeeimnaaramnaan 3

“From this he thought he ought to take up 1,000 bushels of seed to the acre of marketable
oysters after two years, with a remainder left for the third year. The cost of taking up would be
about 20 cents a bushel. If seed-oysters are bought to be placed upon the ground, from 23 to 60
cents a bushel must be paid for them.

“The total acreage under cultivation at Bridgeport, for which a rental of 82 an acre is paid to
the town, is about 110 acres. On this ground there were raised in the winter of 1879-°80 about
8,000 bushels, which were mainly sold in the shell to New York buyers, at an average of about
$1.121 a bushel. These oysters were large and fat, often opening six quarts to the bushel, as.I was
informed. In 1857 they brought $12 a.barrel.

“The fleet employed by the oystermen here cousists of nine sail-boats, worth, perhaps, 82,500
inn total; the care of the beds and running of the boats give support to about a dozen families, and
oceasional wages to others at the height of the season, the pay being about $2 a day.

“()YSTER BUSINESS AT WESTPORT.—Westport is a little harbor on the Saugatuck River,
one of the most beautiful of the many charming streams that debouch along this part of the coast.
The river has long been celebrated for the abundance, large size, and excellent flavor of its nataral
oysters. They grew almost continuously, in favorable seasons, from the mouth of the river up
to the village bridge, a distance of about 4 miles, and the farmers who lived along the river
were accustomed to gather them in any desired quantity, without a thought of exhausting the
supply. The depletion came at last, however, aud now few marketable oysters, native to the
Saugatuck, are ever procured.

“Some years ago, when attention was first called to the desirability of transplanting oysters
and raising them upon artificial beds, the Westport men staked off a large area at the mouth of the
Saugatuck. No ground within the river, however, was allowed to be assigned, the town reserving
all this as ‘common ground,” where seed might be gathered by poor men and everybody, to be
sold to the planters. The amount of seed thus procured annually varies greatly with different
years. The highest trustworthy estimate given me for any one year (and this not recently) was
50,000 bushels. Last year, however, only about 4,000 bushels were caught; half was planted
locally and half sold to outside buyers. In midsummer a score or so of men in skiffs may often be
seen in the river at once raking seed-oysters, but these work only occasionally, and there are less
than a dozen men who really derive their support ¢by following the ereek’ (chiefly oystering) in
the whole town. The seed used is between one and three years of age, and it is sold by the skift-
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men for 35 or 40 cents a bushel. Smaller mixed stuff sometimes sells for 20 cents. There are only
two or three sail-boats devoted to this work.

“The first efforts at planting were made m the mill-pond east of the village—a poud of salt
water about 40 acres in extent. The bottom of this pond is a soft mass of mud, not barren, clayey
mud, but a flocculent mass of decayed vegetation, &e., apparently inhabited through and through
by the microscopic life, both vegetable and abnimal, which the oyster feeds upon. Although the
young oysters placed there sank out of sight in this mud, they were not smothered, on account of
its looseness, but, on the contrary, thrived to an extraordinary degree, as also did their neighbors,
the clams and eels, becoming of great size and extremely fat. Ten years ago oysters from this
pond sold for 3 a bushel, and for one lot $16.50 is said to have been obtained. Before long, how-
ever, a rough class of Joungers began to frequent the pond, and the oysters were stolen so fast that
planting there has almost wholly ceased, and prices have greatly declined.

“Something over 500 acres of oyster ground have been set apart in the waters of the sound
belonging to Westport. This ground lies in the neighborhood of Sprite’s, Hay, Calf pasture, and
Goose Islands. Two-thirds of it is owned by Norwalk men and other non-residents, and therefore
the town has derived no revenue of consequence from it.

“The principal planter in town is Mr. Eli Bradley, who gave me the most of the information
obtained here. He has been long engaged in the business, and has planted many thousands of
bushels of sced upon his beds, as also have his neighbors; but there Lhas been so much litigation
concerning boundaries, so much aetual thieving, and so incessant persecution by the starfishes and
drills, that not much has been realized. Last year (1879) no oysters whatever of consequence were
placed in the market from these beds. Outsiders, however, shifted certain oysters into Westport
waters temporarily and saved a good crop, the figures relating to which appear elsewhere. All the
residents at Westport assert strongly the extreme suitability of their ground for successful oyster-
raising, barring the damages inflicted by the starfishes, which they think they can keep free from
with sufficient labor.

“SouTH NORWALE.—Just eastward of Rowayton lies the ¢ity and harbor of South Norwalk,
one of the most important oyster-producing localities in Long Island Sound, as well as one of the
‘oldest” The bay at the mouth of the Norwalk River is filled with islands, which protect the
shallow waters from the fury of the gales. This whole bay, in old days, was full of native oysters
from the sound all the way up to Norwalk itself. Long before the elaborate means for growing
oysters at present in vogue were thought of, therefore, Norwalk snpplied the people of that region
with fine, large, natural oysters, just as it had for centuries been a store-house of shell-fish food to
the Indians, the remains of whose feasts and feasting places are still to be found.

“About forty years or more ago, however, the natural beds in the vieinity of Norwalk Harbor
had become so depleted that they no longer afforded to arybody employment that amounted to
anything; nor was it until toward the year 1850 that any transplantation of seed, or anything in
the shape of the propagation, was attempted. The business of oyster-growing here therefore,
which at first sight seems of immemorial age, is only about thirty years old. The history of its
growth need not be given here. It will be sufficient to publish the statistics I have accamulated
in regard to the present status of the business at this point.

“The principal planters and shippers at South Norwalk (with which I include its suburb,
Village Creek) are the Hoyt Brothers, Graham Bell, Oliver Weed, C. Remsen, Raymond & Saun-
ders, Peter Decker, the Burbanks, and several others who raise more than 1,000 bushels a year.
In addition to these there are many men who have small beds which they keep increasing as fast
as circumstances permit, and who make a part of their living by working at wages for planters
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whose operations are more extensive than their own.  There is one firm, for instance, which
cmploys the services of cighteen or twenty men nearly all the time, and in some seasons largely
increases this number.  These smaller planters sell their little erops of from 100 to 1,000 or 1,500
bushels to the half a dozen shippers, chief among whom are the Iloyt Brothers and Mr. G. Bell,
wisely preferring cash, at a small discount, to the trouble aund risk of themsclves taking their
oysters down to New York, or elsewhere, in hopes of a slighty larger price.

“The total production of this locality, during the season of 1878-"79 (the present season, 185,
will probably Pe found not greatly to differ from it), is given at about 65,060 bushels.

“These oysters, as I have said, were the property of fifty planters, which gives an average of
1,300 bushels to each one. It is probable, however, that as many more persons got their living
out of thesc oysters, from first to last, so that 1 do not hesitate to say that one hundred familics
in South Norwalk and its immediate vicinity are supported by the cultivation and sale of oysters
there. The estimate of two hundred families, which I have often heard made, is undoubtedly too
high. This question is ever a hard one to answer, because, in many cases, the head of the family
depends only partially upon his professional means of support, the attention he pays to it and the
income he derives varying with each good or bad season. Most oystermen are also farmers or
fishermen. Many of them also keep summer hotels, and thus add largely to their income during
the dull season at the beds.

“Every snpposed available spot for oyster operations, probably, is now set apart for that pur-
pose, nof. only inside of the Norwalk Islands, but also in the outside waters of the sound off the
mouth of the harbor. Only a portion of this is in use, however; in all, about 680 acres out of 2,300,
in round numbers, which have been designated in Norwalk harbor. The average production at
present, therefore, is less than 100 bushels to the acre of land actually cultivated, and only about
28 bushels to the aere of bottom held for the purpose of oyster cultivation. 1 see no reason why
future years ought not to see ten times as large a proportion.

“The fleet of Norwalk used by the oystermen in their business cousists of two steamboats, a
© dozen sloops, and about thirly sharpies and sail-boats, of less size and value than the ¢sloops,’ nost
of them being without decks.  Besides this there are skiffs innumerable., This disparity in the
nurtber of large sloops between so important a place as Norwalk and some of the small ports
westward is explained by the fact that the planters here do not often themselves take their goods
to New York.

“From a particular part of Norwalk harbor, many years ago, came to Tom Donan’s famous
old shop in Broad street, New York, t‘he.original ¢Saddle-rocks,’ named from the reef around
which they grew. These oysters were so large that twenty-five would fill a bushel basket, yet they
were teuder and luscious, and often sold for from 15 to 30 cents apiece. But they were not very
munerous, and the raking of them was so profitable that the supply was quickly exhaunsted. Like
the generous host who gave them name and fame, they have long ago departed except from the
brauding-iron and sign-board of the dealer, whose ‘Saddle-rocks’ now may have come from any-
where except Norwalk,

“That is the story as I was told it at South Norwalk ; since writing it I have seen an article
on the subject. taken from the New York Observer and vouched for by the Rev. Samucl Lock-
wood, who speuks of the writer as ¢our friend, Dr. O. R. Willis.) This article places Saddle Rock
on the opposite shore of the sound. It reads thus:

“¢The original Saddle rock was not only very large, but possessed a peculiar, delicions flavor,
which gave it its reputation. And it received its name because it was discovered near a rock
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known as Saddle Rock. A hLigh northwest wind, coutinued for several successive days, always
causes very low tides in Long Island Sound and its bays. On the farm of David Allen, sitnated
near the head of Great Neck, on the eastern shore of Little Neck Bay, is a rock about 20 feet high,
and from 15 to 20 feet in diameter. The shape of the top of this rock resembles somewhat the
form of a saddle, and from that circumstance is called Saddle Rock. At low water the upper or
land side of this rock is left bare, while the opposite or lower side is in the water. In the antumn
of 1827, atter a strong northwest wind had been blowing for three days, a very low tide ocenrred,
and the water retreated far below the rock, leaving a space wide enough for a team of oxen to pass
quite around it. This extraordinary low tide revealed a bed of oysters just below the reck. The
oysters were very large, and possessed the most delieate flavor; we eollected cart-loads of them,
and placed them in our mill-pond (tide-mill). The news of the discovery spread among the
oystermen, and boat-loads soon found their way to the city, where, on account of their excellent
flavor, they commanded fanecy prices, even reaching $10 a hundred—an enormous price for those
days. In a very short time the locality was exhausted, and for more than forty years there has
not been a real Saddle-rock oyster in the market.

“ROWAYTON, DARIEN, STAMFORD, AND GREENWICH.—The next point is the very important
station known as Five-Mile River or Rowayton, where the cultivation of oysters has been system-
atically pursued for many years. In all, at present, there are about thirty five planters or firms,
and nearly or quite as many families are supported. The little creek-mouth is perfectly filled with
oyster-boats, and the other conveniencies of this pursuit. I find upon my list of the oyster-fleet
twenty-eight sloops and sail-boats, which belong here, some of them very large and well built. I
estimate the value of these ¢sail’ and the other floating and shore property at Rowayton, directly
concerned in the oyster trade of the port, at not far from $30,000. Rowayton produced, in 1879,
which was considered a very poor year, something near 50,000 bushels. How far this is beneath
occasional erops, if not beneath the recent average, is shown by the statement made to me that
about five years ago a single dealer in New York City bought 32,000 bushels of Rowayton oysters.
Little of the stock raised at this point fails to reach New York, and within the last three years
Rowayton Las supplied a large proportion of the ovsters sent to Europe, partly by direct ship-
ment. Like all other parts of the Fast River, the oysters are sold here wholly in the shell, and
almost always by the barrel or bushel—the selling ¢by count’ belonging to the region farther
west and to the Long Island shore.

“At Darien about 3,000 bushels a year are sold from about 250 acres. They have ten or a
dozen sail-boats, and a value in oyster interests, generally, of perhaps $5,000.

“The next oyster-producing point is Stamford, where, also, I found the planters bewailing the
decline of their fortunes. The number of men raising oysters is about a dozen, and perhaps as
many more are employed. From about 150 acres of improved harbor bottom Stamford yielded for
market, in 1879, about 5,500 bushels of oysters, the majority of which was shipped to New York.
Their fleet counts up nine sloops, which, with boats, floats, and so forth, are stated to be worth
about $15,000. The principal men at Stamford are A. M. Prior and Capt. John Decker.

“The next point westward, and the last in Connecticut, is Greenwich, where, at Mianus, Cos
Cob, Greenwich Cove, Old Greenwich, and Greenwich, a large business is done and a large namber
of persons is engaged, though oysters are not now raised here to as great an extent nor of so fine
quality as formerly.

“The mouths of all the rivers and each of the many coves that indent this rocky coast are
filled with planted oysters, thongh a general feeling of discouragement, arising from various
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causes, prevails. In all about 800 acres are under cultivation, all in shallow water, and the total
annmal product for last year of the whole region may be set down at 33,000 bushels, the majority
of which was taken to New York in the boats of the respective owners, and sold to the dealers at
the foot of Broome street.

“The number of families supported in this township out of this occupation it is bard to state.
I estimate it at about forty. The craft employed amounts to one steamer, about thirty sloops, and
perhaps one hundred small oper boats. These, with other estimated fixtures, foot up an invested
capital approaching $30,000, exclusive of oysters now growing on the beds.”





