




RHODE ISL-\.1'\D: NEWPOIU COUNTY, INCLUDING BLOCK ISLAND. 303

1872 another of $50,000. The total fX}lcnditnre, therefore, ",as $155,000. This pier has been of
great l5erdce, .Yet it is incomplete, and large appropriations are still necessary.

Block Island has two light-houses, one on the northwestern end, known as Sandy Point,
on which spot four ha,e been built, tbe first one baying been erected ill 1829, and the other on the
southeastern end, built in 1874. This is a two-story brick dwelling, with octagonal tower, and cost
$75,000. It is on a bluff, 152 feet above low water, the light being 52 feet from the ground. It

was first used on February 1, 1875, and is yisible 35 miles out at sea. One Imndred feet to the
southeast of this light is a fog-horn, blown by steam. Two life-saving stations, Nos. :.! and 3, of
district 3, ha,e been established, tbe aIle in 1872, the other in 187,.1. The fishermen constitute the
crews. A signal station was established on Jul.y 28, 1880, and connects with the main land by
cable.

A most remarkable feature of the administration of law on Block Island is that it boasts of
not a single law,Yer, policeman, or jail. Tbe total population is 1,208, nearly all of whom are natins.
The same names are found now whicll were common in the early histor~' of the settlement. The

inhabitants are industrious, frugal, and contented. Tbe children are well provided with schools,
there being five common 8cllo01s and ODe higll selloo1. Tue two cllurches on the island belong
to the Baptist denomination. The island has lodges of Free Masons, Odd Fellows, and Good
Templars, two ministers and a doctOl'. There nrc quite a number of summer hotels, some of them

quite large, fine bnildings, and nIl of them owned and mauuged b.r the islanders. The first botel
was opened in 1842, ~ll1d tbe first pleasure party entertnined there numbered seven persons, one of
whom was Martin Van Burcn. Of late years the island has become well-known, and is annually
visited by llUmlretls for health aud pleasure.

D.-GENERAL FISHEIUES OF BRISTOL, PROVIDENCE, AND
KEN11 COUNTIES.

00. FISHING TO\VNS FItOn! nmSTOL TO WAUWICK NECK.

BRISTOL AND \VARREN.-Bristol is situated nearly at tue head of Bristol Harbor, an ann of
Narragansett Bay. The fishing grounds are off 'Walker's Island, in the ba,;)~ opposite Bristol Cit.v,

at the head of Bristol Harbor, and in Mount Hope Bay. Fiyc heart·pounds are used from the last
of April until September. In the spring, alewh'es, scup, and sIlad are taken; ancll;lter, squeteague,
tautog, bluefish, flounders, and eels. In winter a small amount of fishing is carried on by fyke­
nets, t11e catch of which consists mainly of flounders. At tIle northern End of Narragansett Ba,}'
fish become less abuudant, possiblJ' owing to the pollution of the water by the refuse from tIle
numerous factories. A few lobster pots are set about tlJe ledges and islands. The boats used at
Bristol are all catrrigge<1, with the exception of one sloop, one ;yacht, amI small skift·s for the traps.

Each of tIle heart,pounds requires the attention of two men. A good week's produce is estimated
at 1,000 pounds. There is a small amount of hook-and·line cod fishing, also sword fishing, from a
1510011 at the lower end and outside of the bn;)'. Oue seine and olle gill-net are also in nsc at Bristol.
About twenty-five eel-pots arc set in the bays.

Fishing at this place has deteriorated to such an extent that mallY of the men haye left tbc
business and have found employment in the Bristol rub~rworks. Large numbers of tlc8tructin~

fish are caught in the traps, and for that reason one would suppose tlJat the smaller species would
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increase yearly in ubuntlauce. One-third of the 1879 catch was sent to .Kew York and Providence,
the remainder being consumed at home. The lobsters are all sold in Bristol.

The capital invested at Bristol in traps, boats, and fixtures, nets amI seilll's, and a small sloop,
is $2,65.1. The value of the products is $4,755, and comprise 100,000 pOllnds of fresh fish, 30,000

pounds of swordfish, 5,000 pounds of eels, and 23,000 pounds of lobsters.
Warrc)) represents the northern limit of the fishinginclustry in Narragamsett Bay, with but a

small amount taken here. Duriug the spring five lwart-pouuds are fished for shad in the \Yarren
Rini-.near its outlet into tile bay. The catch of 1880 tn'craged 1,000 shad to each 1lOund, of an
a~lilrageweight of 3k ponnds ~ach. Two·thirds of the catch was sold at Providence and one·tbird at
}Varren mid Bristol. Clams are found quite plenty. On an average twelve men in the summer and
four during the winter work the clam flats. Six men with three small sail-boats and eig-hteen
dredges fish the scallop·beds during the season, which by law lasts from September 15 to May
15. The State law also limits the catch of each boat to 15 bushels a day. The law as to quantity
is not as generally observed or enforced at the various fishing stations as the time; the close

season being quite generally obser.ed. Scallolls are sold at New York and l'l'Ovidence; clams at
the latter city and at Rocky Point, Rhode Island.

The capital invested in the fisheries of this placc in fi,·c heart-traps, three scalloping boats,
eighteen dredges, and ten boats with fixtures for clam digging, amounts to $1,872. The products
for 1880 are 5,000 sbad, 2,500 bushels of clams, and 1,000 gallons of scallops, worth $3,862.50. The

number of fishermen cIDlllo;rcd six months ill the ~rear are eighteen, all of them Americans.
P AWTUxET.'-Pawtuxct is located OIl the Providence River, 4 miles soutb of the city of Provi­

dence, and is the clam town of tbe State. The main business of the place is tbe fishery for clams and
scallops. Sevent.y-fh·e men are engag(d most of the year in that industry or in net fishing. DUl'ing

the summer season nearly twice that number are engaged, and the average number for the year
is one hundred. The products of 1880 amount to 40,000 bushels of clams and 10,000 bushels of

scallops. The latter are always opened before they are sent to market and many of the clams.
This gin's employment during' tbe lmsy season to one hundred persons, mostly women and
ell illlren.

Clams are dug on both sides of the Providence RiYer. Of late years some complaint has been
mutle of their not being as plenty as in former years. During 1880 large clams were not us
abundant as uSllal, but small clams were more plent~· than for years and give promise of a bountiful
supply in the future. During the summer months most of the clams are used at the summer
resorts, where they sell from $1.25 to $1.40 a bushel. Providence and the local trade take any

surplus. A small amount are forwarded to Boston. The price during the winter is from 75 cents
to $1 a bushel. An average price during the year being $1. Scallops are shipped to New York
and to Providence for a market.

From .April until November scup, tantog, squeteagne, and bluefish are tuken in seines and
nets, twelve men fishing them in }[ollnt Hope and Greenwich Baj-s. Eels are plenty. They are

caugbt neal' home amI sent to New York. Olle smack, 26 feet long, is useil; the other boats are
of the skiff l)attern. Two gill-nets are fished; each is 115 fatho:n;Js long and 21 feet' deep. Tb£>y
are made of 4 to 4i inch mesh. In these nets are caught bluefish and sea-trout. An aYernge day's
catch is 50 pounds, although 1,000 pounds have been taken in one day hy one gill·net. The two
seines are 100 fathoms each ill length and 15 feet deep. The mesh is 3i inches. Three men nrc
required to haul one of these nets, which are fished from March' nnW September. The species

chiefly taken is scup. The average daily catch is 200 pounds, taken at about five hauls of the Det.
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In September a hundred eel-rIOts are fisbed near the town, and succeed very fairly. Six years ago
the net fisbing produced results six times as larl{e as at present.

The investment in this place amounts to $3,130 j and the products, which include 40,000

bushels of clams, 10,000 busbels of scallops, aIHI 37,500 pounds of fresh fisb, are worth $47,100.
The number of persons employed is 175.

WARWICK COVE .AND WARWICK NECIL-During the summer nine men fish in Warwick Cove
for bluefish anu three at the Neck for tantog. Some band-lining is also carried on from the boats
during April, Mll~-, and .Tune. Most of the meu here give up fishing during the summer and 11ire
their boats to pleasure parties. This is a good indication of the state of the fisheries.

Two men fish for eels. In ]870 two tons of eels were shipped to New York. wllere thE'Y sold
for [) cents a pounel. :Most of these eels were speared in the winter.

100. THE FISllEHIES OF APPONAUG AKD EAST GREENWICH.

ApPONA1JG.-Apponaug is 12 miles south of Providence, at the northern end of Greenwich

Bay. In past rears it has done considerable fishing; of late years the business has largely de­
creased. The fishermen claim that chemicals and refuse from the large print-works have dri,-en
away the fish and killed eyer;y clam in the immediate vicinity of the tOWll.

There is quite a little fieet of sail-boats owned here b.y tbe fishermen. At least onebalf of
them are chiefly used for pleasure parties. On the average nine are useu for fishing purposes.
Hand-lines and seines are used. by the fishermen ill Greenwich and Narragansett Bays. The catch
consists of bluefish, sqlleteague, tautog, flound~rs, and seup, mostly eaugh t in the spring; no winter
fishing. The leading prouuets of the fisheries are clams and scallops. Tl1e same men follow
line and net fishing and dredging, each in their season. The scallop beds are quite extensive and
productive, extending from Wickford, 011 the south, alol1g the west shore of Narragansett Bay, into
and on both sides of Greenwich Bay, to Warwick Light, on the north, a distance of 20 miles. The
boats average 4 dredges each, which are useu in about 2 fathoms of water. The catch, from 3,000

to 4,000 bushels a year, is brought home and shelled. The opening is mostly by girls, some thirty
being eml)loyed during the busy season. They receiyc ]:!~ cents a bushel for shucking. Clam8 of
the various kinds-round, long, and qualull1gs-are found ill ahundance on Prudence and Patience
islands, the shores of Providence River, and Greenwich flay.

A novel feature of the fislling industry is a small steamer of 10 tons, from tbis port, engaged
cxclusively ill gathering clams, and probably the onl~' one so engaged in the United States. The
steamer visits the numerous beds along the shores mentioned, where captain and crew of from six­
teen to twenty men take on their cargo direct from the beds. The;y also stop at points along the
shores and buy from the diggers, but rely clliefiy on tllCir own digging. The cargo is taken to Hoel,y
Point, Kent County, the celebrated resort of thousands for clam-bakes. The entire season's work
of this steamer is contracted for in advance by the hotels, and to insure the clams a steamer is
re(}uired. The catch of this steamer in 1880 was 5,000 bushels of clams, worth $7,000. Some idea

of the amonnt of clams annually consumed at this celebrated roasting place may be judged by
those who have oftcn seen over 10,000 persons at a time at a Rocky Point clam-bake. There are
also numerous other well-known points along the beautiful waters of Narragansett Bay that are
noted for their clam·bakes, and yearly consume large quantities of shell·fish, but the one mentioned
is the leading one.

The catch of fish by seine and hand-line is mostly sold at Providence. In case it surplus hap­
pens in that IDluket they are forwarded to New York, all being solu fresh. Scallops are mostly

20 G R:F
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sold in New York; clams, chiefly used at the summer resorts in their season and Bold throughont
the near towns amI cities at all seasons.

The investment in the fisheries of Apponaug in 1 steamer, 9 sail-boats, 36 scallop-dredges, 4
seines, 30 small boats and fixtures, and the fish-houses, is $4,609. The catch includes 3,300 gallons
of scallops, 6,000 bushels of clams, and 37,500 pounds of fresh fish, worth $11 ,975. The number of
persons employed is 38.

EAST GREENWICH.-East Greenwich is located at the head of Greenwich Bay, in which fish­
ing is carried on for six or eight months in the year. Seines, gill-nets, and fyke-nets are used.
The same species of fish are taken here as at Apponaug. The fishing b~- Greenwich men if!
extended as far south as Newport; bnt, wherever they go, a scanty Ihing only is their reward.

The gill-net fishery is the 1lI0st important. These nets are set in about 4 fathoms of watl'r.
Sandy Point is a noted bluefish ground. The boats used by the gill-netters are those which have
already served as seine·boats and will yet fill the place of scallop-boats later in the season. June
and July are the two best months for gill-netting. Eleven nets arc used; they are each 75
fathoms long and are made with a mesh of 4 inches. In these DO fisb of a less weight than 2

pounds are taken.
Four eeines, each 100 fathoms long and 12 feet deep, of 11 to 2·inch mesh, are used. Each

seine requires the labor of three men. Al)ril and Ma~y are the best months for this fishery, but it

is kept up by some all the year round. In addition to bluefislJ, these seines catch squeteague and
tuntog. Before mClllladen steamers were so extensively used one seine would at tImes catcb 250

barrels of menhaden at a single haul.
About a hundred fyke-nets are set in Greenwich Bay, close inshore, under the ice. Very

little hook-aDd-line fishing is done.
Near Greel1wiellnumerous scallops 311£1 clams are taken. The. former are outained by dred~ing

the ueds bet\'reen Greenwich and Wickford, from September 15 to May 15. Clams are dug OIl tlw
main shore and near islands at all seasons, but chiefly doring the summer. The scallops are

shipped to :New York and Providence or are used for local consumption. The clams are sent to
Providence and the summer resorts, any balance being reserved for borne trade.

The capital invested in East Greenwich in 16 sail-boats, 12 row-boats and fixtures for clamming,

75 dredges, 4 seines, 11 gill nets, 100 fyke·nets, and fish·houses, is $5,190. The catch is valued at

$12,500 amI includes 6,000 bushels of scallops, 4,000 bushels of clams, 5,000 pounds of eels, and
125,000 pounds of fresh fish. The number of persons employed is 50.

E.-GENERAI.I FISHERIES OF WASHINGTON COUNTY.
]01. FISHERIES FROM WICKFORD TO NARRAGANSETT PIER.

WICKFORD.-Wickford is a small place, situated on the west side of Narragansett Bay, 12
miles northeast from Newport, a steamer from the latter port connecting with a branch of the
Shore Line Railroad to this port.

A small amoont of fishing is carried on in cat-rigged boats and skiffs by hand-line fishermen;
also by nets and traps. Four heart pounds arc set on the west side of the bay, north and sonth of
the harbor. They are fished from the 1st. of .May until November. Boats fish allover the baJ,

and during a small part of the year outside for cod. Eels are found plenty, and are taken by traps
and spears. l~yke-netsare mostlJ' fished dnring the winter; t.he lca~ing catch by them is flounders.
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The leading catch by the traps is squeteague, tautog, butterfisb, and scup; the scup are not
as plenty here as at the lower end of the bay. A few Spanish mackerel are caught. The catch
is sold to Providence, Newport, and tbe near home local trade. Lobsters are mostly 150M to the

Humerous summer hotels and local trade. Quite an amount of refnse fish are caught, consisting

of menhaden, skates, and sculpins. These are all saved and sold to farmers for fertilizing, seIling
for 25 cents a uarrel.

Lobsters are taken from Februar.y until the next winter abont Dutch I::;land, and ill all tue

inlets on both sides of tllC bay :lS far north as H01)e Island. The ledges in tbe middle of the 113Y
are excellent lobster grounds. 'The flatfish fyke-nets catch some, unt the modem 10bsteqlOt i8

generally used, and also the 0ld-fa8hioned hoop'llet, made froUl tIle iron 1100p of a barrel, to whicb
is fastened a net-bag. About one hundred and fifty pots are in use. Hefuse fish, called" shuck­

fish," are used for bait. Crab8 are also caught, eitllel" by the use of "how," "dip," or "crab"
nets, from June until Angu8t. Eels are taken hy tl1e use of pots and spears.

Trap-nets are diminishing in number, there being now onl;y four in use. They are supposed to
ha\'e aided most materiall;y in diminishing the supply of fish.

The investment in this place in nets, tmps, boats, and fixtures is $:!,425. The production i::;
wortli $5,700, alld eonsists of 1flR,OOO ponnds of fresll fisl] , 160,000 pounds of refuse fi sh, 10,000

pouuds of ee~s, und 15,000 pounds of loh8ters. 1'ue number of person8 employed is 20.

DUTCH ISLA.ND AND SAUN1>ERSTOWN.-At Dutch Island IIarbor and vicinity three tmp-Iwts
are owned, two of whicu are set in the uarbor and the other at Beaver Head from tIle middle of

ApI'il to tlie 1st of St'ptemller. They lluve been ill use 8ince 1871, aml are s,,~t in 18 feet of water.
The leaders are 75 fatuoms lOllg'. Tue mesL in the It'ader is 5 inches, alld in the bowl 2~ inches.

The tUllnel-moutIl is () feet witle. To aitl in lifting tlw traps three "trap-boats" are used. These
:lrc worth $25 each. Frequent, l'I'pairs, owing to ravages of storm and tide to tLe net/ii, are neces·

sal'S, and cost about $50 to the net per annum. The nets used here are similar in shape to
those at 'Wickford. The oft'al fish caugbt in the traps are used as bait for lobsters.

Oul;r one gill-net is used here; this is 75 fatllOUls long, with a 4-iuclJ mesh. It is used through
.Tune and Jul~" Bluefish and a few squeteaguc are caught. This net is also used as a sllore·seine.

In April and June a few eel pots are fished on the cast side of tl1e island in Sheffield Pond.

From the harbor to Whale l~ock some lobster-pots are set,

The hook·and·liners fish from April till Decemher; in September tl1\':" chit'flJ' seek (~od and

tautog; at other times llluefish and sea-has8, wlJich htttcr if; here called" hluefish,"
During the l)a8t eight J'ears the catd! of young fish has heen increasing, while tltat of mMure

fi8h has been steadily decrt~asillg.

The fishermen bere, as in most of the places already alluded to, do not confinc themselves to

fishing. They act lLR pilots, dig dam:" :Hill tl0 un.vtlJing wherehy ther IlIlt.)' improve tlleir financial
condition.

Most of the fis11 are shipped in boxes to New York, Newport, and l'hiladelphia. TIJC
Job8ters are sent to Newport and llhiladelphia. The price paid for a box containing 400 pounds of

fish was, ill 1879, only 60 cents. The next ,year there was an improvement.

The capital irnrested in hoats, nets, traps, and fixtures is $2,877, and t.he prodllet is worth
$1,715.

Saunderstown lies on tlle coast exactly opposite Dutch Island. Three bass traps, but no gill­

nets or seines, are used here, one on the west side of Dutch Island, Olle at South Ferrr, and one

at Casy Point. They have been in use for five ;years, and are set in 17 feet of water froUl April to
No\oember. The mouth of tlie tunncl is only 24 iucbes wide. In them are caught striped hass,
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t,wtog, flat fish, squeteague, and a few shad, but no scup. The bass are caught only in the fall.
Some lobsters are taken, and hook·and-line fishing is followed to a small extent.

NARRAGANSETT PIER.-At Narragansett Pier no traps are used. Four gill-nets and two
seines arc fished about a quarter of a mile from t1l0 pier, dnring .June, .July, and August. Men­
haden are caught almost exclusively. Ten men are engaged here for about half their time. Oue
lllan catches lobsters. The traps south of this place are supposed to prevent the fish from coming
further north and arc therefore looked upon with jealousy. The fishermen arc less energetic than
some years ago; were it not for this, it is thought, a great <leal more might be tlone in the fishing
industry. The hotel is said to require four times the amonnt of fish taken b;y all the fishermen.
Between this place and Rocky Point, a distance of 6 miles, twenty men follow fishingJ setting
trawls for cod during the spring and fall, gill-nets for llluefish and squeteagne during the summer
altlo setting 150 lubtlter pots allout the leoges along the sound.

102. POINT JUDITH TO P AWOATUCK RIVEn.

POINT JUDITH.-In the rear of this promontory lies Judith Pond, G miles long and 1 mile
wide; the water is brackish and is from 8 to 12 feet deep. Formerly oysters were very plentiful,
10,000 bushels having been taken out in 1870. The mouth of the pond has become so filled up
that now no oysters are to be found, the water haying stagnated for want of free circulation. The
bass fishery has, on that account, also failed. Ten thousand dollars have been realized by one

owner on the capture of bass. Now that business is entirely at an end. A small outlet still per­
mits the entrance of alewins. The fishing is carried on from December to June by farmers,
mechanics, and fishermen. Last spring (1880) smelts ~ere a little more abundant. Perch are still
taken in large quantities. il'Iost of the fishing operations are conducted b;r the use of fifteell
seines; traps being out of the question where the fish average so small. The average length is
100 fathoms, depth 18 feet, and mesh from 1~ to 2 inches. In winter hewder seines are used,
requiring six men to haul. Perch and some bass are then taken. Twelve years ago 198 barrels
of llass were taken at one haul. In spring the catch is confined to alewives of which 2,000
barrels were taken in 1880. The alewife seine has a light thread and is handled by three men.
Smelts are taken from February until the end of March.

One hundred and fifty eel·pots, like small fyke-nets, are set in spring and fall, being baited
with crabs.

The inYestmellt here ill seines, eel-traps, boats and fixtures, is $3,375, and the value of thp

product, which consiRts of 500 bushels of clams, 2,000 barrels of alewives, 60,000 ponnds of smelts,
60,000 pounds of perch and flatfish, a:ld 4;000 pounds of bass, is $10,800. The number of persons
employed is GO.

FISHERIES OF CHARLESTOWN, Q.UONOCHONTAUG, AND WARD'S PONDS.-In Oharlestown
Pond six pounus and six shore-seines are used; in Quonochontaug Pond, three pounds and two
seines; aml in Ward's Ponu, three pounds and two seines. Herring, bass, perch, flounders, eels,
and some smelts are canght. Charlestown Pond is the largest, being about (} miles long, and it

maximum depth of 15 feet. The water is quite salt. About forty boats are used by tho pound­
fishermen. These boats arc of all sizes and shapes, and are worth $20 each. The pounds are set
from the middle of April uutil the early part of JUlle. Some also are set in the fall. Four men
work in a gang. The pot is usuallJ' about 30 feet in diameter. These nets are set in shallow water.
The seines average 80 fathoms eaeh in length, 18 feet in depth, with a llinch mesh, and aro
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worth $80 eaell. Titey are used from November until June, eight men to the seine. There lUG
also fifteen fyke·nets set insitore. The same kinds of fish are taken in pounds, seines, and f.rkes.

Most of tbe fisb, one-half of which are herring,"arc shipped to New York. The remainder are
eels, perch, fhltfish, amI bass. The berring are salted, dried, and smoked, and are retailed at 1
cent &'tch. Four days intervene between tbe capture and sale of tbe herring.

Menhaden fisbing in this vicinity was commenced thirty years ago, and bas been increasing
ever since. Until 1870 bass fishing was good, but it has been partia·lIy destroyed bJ' the steamers
fislling witll purse-seines. Sixty barrels of young bass bave been taken at one haul, and the whole
lot consigned to the oil-works.

ROCKY POINT AND SANDY POINT.-At Rooky roint, a small place on the waters of Long
Island Sound, there is one square trap used, employing six men aud stocking about $2,500 annu­
ally. Sandy Point is the dividing line between the sound and Little Narragansett Bar. In the
sound, between Rocky and Sandy Points, one hundred and two men find employment in the fish­
eries, twenty being hook·and-liners, forty-two pound·netters, and forty seiners.

Six pound nets are set in from 20 to 30 feet of water east ami west of vVatch Hill, during May.
Scup and mackerel are taken. The leaders range from 200 yards to half a mile in length. The
size of the pound is about 40 feet lly GO feet. The mesb in the pounds is 1~ inches, in the leaders
2 to 2t inches.

Five seines, a,eraging 100 fathoms each, of 25 feet depth and l~-ineh mesll, are used, each
requiring eight men. In the fall these seines are set for bass, in the spring for seup. Tiley haul

tlte seines in May and October. Formerly $1,000 was regarded as an avemge year's earnings for
the owner of the net by tbe capture of bass alone.

The boats used by pounders and sei-ners are not fitted witll sails; they are called" double
cnders," and are about 18 feet long.

Hook·and-liners catch cod, haddock, bluefish, blackfish, bass, and squeteague. In the fall only
the first two species mentioned are caught. All the scup, bass, and bluefish are sent to New York

Some of the cod was cured, but most of it sold green.
LITTLE NARRAGANSETT BAY AND PAWCATUCK l~IVER.-The vl.llieties of fish caught in Little

Narragansett Bay and Pawcatuck Uivcr are scup, eeLs, flounders, smelts, menhaden, bluefish, weak­

fish, shad, backies, and alewives.
Pound-nets are set west from Watch Hill Pier to Sandy l'oint Channel, anll on the north from

::5tonington to the mouth of Pawcatuck River, amI for a distance of three miles up the river. It is
claimed that these pound-uets kill forty young fish for elwh one fit for market. If tbis be true,
then the fisheries mnst decrease in importance, inasmuch as the pound-nets are jncreasing in num­

ber every year.
Of the seventeen pound·nets now in use six are ill the river and eleven in the bay. They are

set between the first and the middle of September, and remain down until the ice forms too great
an obstruction. Some few remain down throughout the winter. They arc seldom set ill spring.
Three men arc required to lift a trap. These traps are from 25 to 40 feet in diameter, G to 12 feet
deep, with a leader from 25 to 200 yards in length. The mesh is so close that none but the smallest

fish can possibly escape.
Four shore·seines, called also hass-seines, averaging 100 fathoms in length and 22 feet in tIepUl,

with mesh from 1~ W 2 inches, are in nsc. From six to eight men are required to haul oue of these

seines; bass, weakfish, and shad being the llrincipal species caught.
One or two gangs of gill-nets, altogether about :.!,OOO fathoms in extellt, are also fished for hlne­

fish in summer and fall.
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'1'here arc fully fifty f'j'keuets employed. These are set thus: At about the center of one side
of the heart of a pound·nct a hoop-fyke is attached, opening into the heart; when the net is lifted,
instead of" bunting" the nct toward the further cnd of the howl and then bailing the fish out, as
is usually done, they arc driven into one of the hearts, and thence into the fyke; the end of this is
lifted into a boat into which the fish arc emptied. The mesh in these fykes is very fine. Fyke·
nets are also set all along the shore in shanow water, and catch chiefl.y bass, flounders, and perch.

There is no hook·and·line fisbing of importance. Eel'lJots are set all along the river. In 1879
probably $900 worth of eels were taken.

The ca,pital invested in the fisheries of this district is about $8,500, and the number of persons
employed is 75. The products are valued at about $8,000.




