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leading directly into it. On account of the defects ill this form of poulld-llet great numbers of

fish escaped, anu, in fact, it was necessary to lift the nets two or three times each day in order to
secure good hauls.

There have been no disasters among the fishermen at Huron since the establishment of the
lHHsiness.

VERMILLION.-The fisheries at this place are of less importance than those at Huron. The

pouml-net fisheries are oWlH:'d by a single firm wLo llire a sufficient number of assistants to carry
on tlle industry. Usually allout ten men are emplo.yed for tb ree montbs in spring, and thirty for

the same length of time in autumlJ. Besides, tbere are about twel.e meu who follow hook fishing

for catfish during fiye or six months of the ;year. .Almut two-thirds of all tLe fishermen huye

families. A great yariety of nationalities is represented among them.

The fislling grounds of Yermil1ion occupy tt very small extent of shore, all tlle nets being set
at OIle place and comparativels near together. III IS,U the number of nets in use was about 12,

pach of which was valued at about $400. A few gill-nets are owned at Vermillion, hut they are

used in fisheries at other places.

Cattishing with hook and liue is quite an extensive industrj- at Vermillion. The tobl value

of U!lparatus employed in both pound and hook fisheries, including the boats, fish~houses, ice­
houses, and other accessories, is not less than $15,000. The boats useu in the hook fishery are

remarkably small, considering that tlw men often go at least 5 miles fi'om shore, or even more.

The majority of these boats are ouly allout 18 feet long and are sloop rigged.
As occurs at other places, a large yariety of fish is taken in the llounds i the principal kinds

are herring, whitefisll, blue pike, aud yellow pike. A number of sturgeon are usually taken every

season.
The catch for 18i9 IDay ue divid€d somewhat rtf! follows: Fresh fish,120,000 pounds; frozen

fish, 74,000 pounds; salt fish, 14(;,000 ponnds i total, 340,000 pounds. The value of tbis amount of

fish is about $10,500, of wIdell $7,000 worth is tlle product of the pound-nets, and the remainder

the product of the hook and fYke-net fisheries. The larger part of the salt fish was sent to Buffalo,

Huron, ami Samlnsky. The frozen fish were sent to Port Clinton, Pittsburgh, and New York,

while the fresh fish were chiefly shipped to Ciucinnati and l")ittsburgh, as well as a large number

of small inland towns in Ohio. The fishermen state that less sturgeon were taken in 1879 than

ever before.
No other important changes hase taken place in the methods of the fisheries; somewhat larger

and -better boats are JIOW used than formerly, allli also huger and deeper nets. The nets are also

set much farther from the shore than il1 former ;years. The change, however, has been so gradual

that no exact dates can be given.
1\11'. }\fcGraw, of the firm of Layoo & McGraw, who is well acquainted with tIle fisheries, is of

the opinion tha.t blne pike and herring are increasing in abundance, while whitefish have decreased
very much. He also considers that the throwing overboard of offal has had a tendency to drh-e

tlJe whitefish away. Twenty years ago a swall seine dragged within a stone's throw of the shore

would have brought enough whitefish to fill a boat. At that til1le sUlall shoal-pounds with yery

light and thin stakes were in use, and with tbis simple apparatus more fish were then taken than

can now he procured by the costly and elaborate form~ of apparatus employed.
No disasters have taken place among the fishermen of Vermillion since fishing was first com-

menced at this point.
AMHERST, BROWNHEU! BAY, AND LORAlNE.-The fisheries of this section of shore yield

large returns considering the 3xonnt of apparatus emplo;red and the number of men engaged.
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The fisheries, unlike those of Vermillion, are controlled by a large number of firms, each of which
owns a few nets. In 1879 there were ten firms engaged in the fishing business, employing together
about thirty-two men. Besides tbe proles.siollal fishermen, most of the firms living near the shore

own a few gill-Bets and take what fish they need for their own use, carrying ou the fisbery for only
a few days in the hest part of tlle seaSOli. 'l'lle majOl'ity of the professional fshermen, as W I'll as

of tIle owners of the uets, are Germans. As a rule, the assistants are liot employed for more than
six mouths in each ~-ear.

The olll~- form of apparatus ill use is the ponnd-llet; al)()ut thirty-nine of tllese were in use in
lS7!), heillg set at <1i1It-rent points along tlle shore. There are t11ree gill-neUers from Erie wlio fish

in this vicinity at certain seasons, but, besides the farmers already mentioned, there are no persons

w]\O make a l'egniar bnsiness of gill'lwtting. The lIets and hoats employed in 187!1, together with

the aceesl>orics, were ,alued by the owners at abont $22,700.

The grounds of this seetion are chiefly noteLl fur the abundance of blue pike. In 1879 about

1,300 half-barrels of them were prepared for market; herring are also very abundant, the catch in
18TH being' suffieient to fill ahout ~,fiOO half-barrels, when salted. The alllount of other varieties

taken ill 1870, exclusive of sturgeon, was 110t less than 185,000 pounds. All of that amount was
sold in tile vicinity of tile fisheries. The salt fish was sellt to Huron and Cleveland. In addition
to the amounts ahead;v mentioned, about :3,000 sturgeon, weighing not less tban 50,000 pounds,

were taken and sent to Sandusky to be smoked.
No di8asters ba,e occurred ill this ,·icinit~· siuce the origin of tbe fisheries.

TlJe general impression among tIle fishermen seems to be that tllere has been a great decrease

aillollg whitefish during' the last decade. Ten years ago not half as maIlJ' nets were in use as are
now employed, Imt a much larger quantity of fish was taken. The decrease of other species is

said to be imperceptible, some even claiming tbat the blue pike and the lJerring haye increased.

About eight or nine ~-l'ars ago the prices of all kinds of fish, except wldtefisb, were nearly double

the present prices.
Dfrnm HAY.-Tlif'se fisheries are l10t yery extensive. The BetR are scattered along six or

seven miles of shore. During 18i9 about twent~- men were empIo.yea by the five firms who owned

and managed the fisheries. Tile hired men are nsually ellgag(~d for 1I0t more than six months in

each ycar. Most of the assistants and owners are Cerlllaus. All of the net owners are also

faruwrs, who eafl'J- 011 t11e double occupation of fishing and farming. The fishing business is said

to han: been quite profitable, and many of those engaged are in good circnmstances.
POllllrl-nets are the only form of allpamtui; emplo;'o"f'fl. In 187!) there were about twelve of

these nets in use, var.Ying in depth from 20 to 40 feet. No gill-nets are now in use at Do,er Bay.

Tlw.y were experimented with some few ;rears ago, hut proYNI unprofitablp.

The gra<le of fish taken at Dowr Bay is poor; most of them are classed as "soft fish." The
'yield ill ISm was a little more than 300,OOU pound~, the greater vroportion of whieh was !'lent to
Cle,-eland, although the wholesale dealers there care ver,v little about handling it.

Pounds ban been in use in tllis locality since the ~'ear 1862, but it bas been ouly witllin the

last eight or nine years that the fishery has lllet with much success. There has always been more

or lei;s difficulty experieuced in keeping the nets in place on account of the exposed nature of

the sllore. By better management, within later years, however, this evil seems to have been urad­
icated. 1'111' boats now employed are larger aud of better model than those formerly in use1 and

are usually propelled by sails instead of by oars.

CLIWELAND_-l'be fishery trallc of Cleveland, in proportion to the pOpUI'ltioll of tIle city, is
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much smaller than that of many other lake tOWIlS. Olle reaSOll for tbis conditiOlI of afrairs is tha.t

there arc no vpry extensive or important fi"lwrit,s in the ,ieillity. TIle railway facilities also are

such that the city is not eSlwtially iUljlortaut as a distributing eelltpr. The nearest fisheries are

those of Don'r Bay, about 14 miles distnnt, and there, flS has already been stated, the fish taken

are of a low grade, and not abuudaut. As a llistrilmtiug poiut for sa.lt fish, however, Cleveland is

of cOIlsiderable importance. Supplies nrc receiyed from nearly nil the larger fishplies of Lakes

_Mjebi~an, Huron alld Superior. A large ]lelTentagc of tlle fish receind is sold to wholesale eity
grocers and johbers, who sell tlWlll ill slllall lot8, Ilsually rf'paekl'd in kits, to their Clli"'tomers in the

surrounding CouIltr~" It appeari"' that in IS5:3 ten times more fii"'h were I:-hipped from Green Ba.y

to Cleveland tlran to Chicago, while at the preseut time tIle reyerso is the ease.

The local consumption of fresh fish ii"' large, alll] the cit;". sustains ."eyeral flollrislJing retail

establishments. There are two retailer!'; wIll) suppl,r the weallll~' dass. TllPY sell ouly the n'l'y
best varieties, and reoei\"(·, propol'tiona.tply high prices. The other dea1ers sell clJellper grades,

and receive the patI'Ollagt· of le"s ollllleut citizen".
ASIITAR1TA AND CO:'\:'\L\TT.-The 1i"lwril's of Aslttabnla aud Conlleaut are somewhat di1h'r­

ent in charadeI' from thosp of tlle plates illlllle(liate1,Y to tho westward. The nature of tile coast is

snch tLat ]lollml.uds CHllllot lw ('lIIl'loye<l, alltl fi"hillg i" therefore earried ou almost exe1ui"'ive1y

by Illeans of gill-llcti"'. III lo7!. tllere were about thirt,\·j'oul' llWII engng<'d ill jj",hing, twenty-four

of whom were marI'iell men with f:!Illilil'>:, aull the remainder :"ing-le young- llll'n. Besides tllesl'

the.re. are also eight ii8hermell who oecu]l;; tlwllt,wln's in1i;.;hillg l()r uut a sma Ii l'ortion of the year.

About one.·half or th(' n:,;hennl'1l are Germans ,\Ill] tIle remainder Amel'ieuns. Tl11'ee tugs are

employed in eonneetiou with the gill-net tishN'~·. the ynlne of whidL accGl'liing to the nWllPl's, is

llOt less than $3,000. Tbe JH'l" am] "lllall boat" l'lllV1oyed, togdher with the acces6oI'ies, are worth

ahout $G,5()(); ma l;illg a total illvestmell t of $ ](UlOO.

It was fouud quite impos"ible to obtain exact information as to tll(' ;yidd of the fish('ries of

Ashtabula and Couneant f{)J' tlll' ~-ellr iS7!1. En?}'y llIan sbips tbe fish whieh lw ('ateues. aud only

a few dl'lllers keep allY recnnl. )11'. Dayi(] JOlles, of Conncaut, llOWeYCr, a lJIall well ilJf'ormed

regarding the fisheries, estimateu t.1l1· amonnt of tile catch, alJd douutl<'ss his figures are yery n(-arly

correct. According to l\1r. ,Ioues, the yie1<l was about 400,000 pOUlILls, wlJieh, at an an'rag'l\ ship·

ping price of 5 ccuts tt pouwI I'm' all kiU<b, would he worth al)ont $:.20,000. Probably allont SCHll­

~ighthB of the whole were wl1itdlsh. The greater part of the cmeh was sellt to CiIJtillllati anu

Cleveland, altLongh cO!l"iih'rahle qualltities wue sold at .L\kI·on, ColullJbus, and otber inland tOYl"IlS

in Ohio. -When the boltts and tngs fish ofl' Erie a large sharp of tIle fislJ is shipped from tllat point;

at times SOUle are sold to tlJC dealers. Some of the fish·offal is used in making oil; ill J,"7!. about

$200 worth of oil was extracted frol11 fbis material.
There has been it llOticeahle e1l'tn~e in the manner of lHosecuting' the iisheries in tbis vicinity

within the last t",-cnty yearR. The boats IH1\"e illl:reaSl'll in i"'ize at least one·half \Tithin tlte 11Ii:it

decade and their moclel has been ,cry llluch improrNI. Twenty,fin, ;years ago fislJing·nets were

knit from yery coarse twine, which made them hellYY, aut] it. was nceelisary to emploJ" oue Ulall

for every four nets. In eontrast it roay he stated tlwt now two !Dell can safl\ly spt allc1lift at least

twents-fi\'c nets. \Vith these heav,Ynets and small, imperfectly made boats, the fblwrmel1 did llOt

venture ont more than half as far as they do at the present dHy. "Nevertheles8, at tllat time, they

canght a great many more fish than now. It is probable that if the 8,Hue ldnds of nets were lIsed

now as were employed twenty years ago not enough fish would be caught to Ruppty the wants of

the fishermen thelDselves.
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There had been no disaster at Conneaut for over twenty years, but ill the fall of 1879 a boat
carrying two men was lost in a gale.

VVILLOUGUllY AND PAINESVILLE,-The fisheries at these two points am operated by four firms.

During the fishing season they hire about forty fishermen, three·fourths of whom are married men.

In addition to this number, about twentJ' others are temporarily employed, usually from ~farch to

July, and from September to December. In 1879, however, on account of the unusual mildness of
the winter, they were employed nearly the whole year. The fishermen receive very good wages,

and most of them are in comfortable circumstances. All, except two, are Americans, the two
excepted being of German descent, The fishermen who receive monthly wages seem to live better

than those who fish on their own account; they know exactly how much they can rely upon and
usually lh'e within their incomes, while those who are fishing for themselves always have iu antici·
pation the capture of fabulous amounts of fish which will help them out of present difficulties.

The fislJeries are prosecnteu almost exc]usi..-ely by means of pound·nets. In 1879 there were

about seventecn of these nets located here, which, with the boats used in their manag-ement and

the accessories, were valued at ahout $18,500. It would seem from tI1ese figures that the owners

had placed ratIler too high a valuation npon their propert.y.

A large varif'ty of fish is taken in the pounds; tbey are all classified in three grades, known
as, "rougb," "hard," and" soft." Of the three grades, about 340,000 pounds were caught in 1879.

In additwn, not less than 4,200 sturgeon, weighing about 90,000 pounu8, were caught. Abont
one· third of the entire catch was frozen and sent eastward. Oftlle remainder enough were salted to

flU 255 half barn·ls. and these were sent to Cle\·cland. The fresh fish arc sold in various parts of
Penllsyh-alliu, Pittsburgh being the principal market. A large share of tbe sturgeon are usuall."

sent to Sandusky; in 1879, however, about 8,000 pounds were smoked and sold ill the vicinit,y.
There is a general belief mlrrent among t1le fishermen tLat there has been a considerable

decrease among" hard fish," but none of importance aIllong the" soft fish," during the past decade.
Sturgeon are, perhaps, somewhat less abundant. In 1870 it was repmted that 20,000 were caugllt
at Pairwsville, and that some of them were sold at about $2 for a, wagon,loud. At Swam'Hle more

thau seventy have been caught in one da." by two men using grapnel,hool,s.

'1'here have been no important cbanges in the manner of fishing. The size of the meshes,

llOwen'r, in the pots of the pounds have been somewhat increased. The same kind of boats are
used now that were employed when the fishery began.

1\IIL'ES GROVE, OHIO; ERIE, PA.; Al'\D BARCELONA AKD DUNKIRK, N. Y.-The professional
fishermen employed at the 10ur villages mentioned are distributed about as follows: Miles Grove

14, Erie 100, Dunkirk 4, and Barcelona (j; making a total of 124. Al)out eighty of these men are
married. At Erie the boats ana outfits are owned by the fishermen, in very many cases t'wo men

being iu partnership. Tlw capitalists are the dealers wbo huy the fish from the fislrernwn and

ship them; they ah;o sell twine. for nets. A t Erie the natiOlullitJ' of the fishermen is German.
The manner of earQing ou the fisheries at these four ..illages is dift'erent froUl that of most of the
statiolls 'West of Lake Erie. 'l'he gill·net i8 tbe onlJ' form of apparatus in use. In 1879 forty-two

ooats, e[\ch carryillg about one hundred and twenty·five gill·nets, were employed, and these together

were valued at about $25,000. The only other item of the investment bere is tlJat for fish-houses,
iee-llOuses, &c., the amouut of which is not more than $3,000.

The quantity of fish taken at the fOUl' ,-illages in ] 879 was about 1,350,000 pounds. The

amount may be divided somewhat as follows: l:rie, ] ,050,000 pounds; Dunkirk, 40,000 pounds;

Barcelona, (JO,OOO pounds; :lUiles Grove, 200,000 pounds. The fish canght at Erie are sent chiefly
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to eastern and interior cities. From the otber villages the fish are sent to various places in New
York and Pennsyh'allia. Uiles Gro\'e fishermen, however, send largely to Kentncky and to
Pittsburgh. Quite a large amount also is shipped in cars from l'!Iiles Groye to Columbus, Ollio.
No fish are smoked at Erie, aIHI the amonnt salted is very small. In 1879 only 10,000 pounds of
whitefish were prepared in this was.

At Erie the fislJerlllen engage in extracting oil from fish offal. During 1879 about 800 gallons
were made. I t is not very carefully made~ aud only a small price is realized. It is soIll lllailJly
to tlle tanneril's in Buffalo.

Considering the number of men and boats employed in tllis 10caIit~', the disasters hu,e been
remarkabl,\' few. In tl](' fall of 1877 three men were lost; this was the onl.v accitlent, as far as
could be ascertained, for man:r years.

The fishermen of this region, like their class generally, are poor, owing, however, more to their
shiftlessness than to lack of illeome. Some are in quite good circumstances and four or fh'e nave
made considerable fortunes. Yery little attention appears to have been giyen to fishing at Erie,

and there are no records from which illformatiol1 can be gathered regarding the history of the

fisheries of the place. Nearly all the fishermen IJere b:we hut recently engaged in tbe business,
few having been emplo,red for more than ten ~·ears. The number of the boats is said to llave
increa"ed ver~' much during the last half of the past decade. The year 1878 was the most sue·
cessful that has occurred since 18(jO~ and tllt:' yield for 1879 was f]uite as good as tllat for tbe year

1875. There have been no very important chang"s in the methods of fishing, except that tiner

twine is used in the nets than formerly, and the boats are larger and better built.
BUFFALO.-At Buffalo fishing is rather an llnimporhmt occupation. There are a great many

men who fish ill winter with llOol;:s through the lee, amI during the warmer 113rt of the year with
small seines, in the rh·er. These (~atct a eonsidHable amount of fish. JUl'. Johnson, one of the

oldest dealers of Buffalo, stated ihat~ ill his opiuioll, in ordinary winters, when the ice was thick

on the lake, as many as three hundred persolls, a large percentage of. whom werf~ sailors, were
engaged ill fishing, and that ordinarily a winter's catch would not fall far short of 300,000 pounds.
Very little of this amount, llO\YPTcr, falls iuto tile hands of the city dealers. l'ike and sturgeon

are the principal kinds taken. The winter of 1879 was exceptionally mild, 110 ice being formed in

the lake, and therefore no fislling was prosecuted.
Considerable Illlmbers of sturgeon are caught by means of three-pronged. gr:Jppling-hooks,

which are dragged along tue bottom. Pounds or t1'3p'llet8 are 110t aIlO\red in the waters of I,ake
Erie bordering on New York, so tbat tIlE' SUI)/ll,}' of stnrgeon is llIuc1J less than it would otherwise

he. Some fisl1ermen of OLio attempted to use tl1Cse nets near Buffalo, but were obliged to desist.

..Many fish caught in Canadian waters arc shipped to Ilnff:Jlo.
According to the best estimates that could be obtained the alllount of fre~h fish receiwd into

Buffalo during 1879 was approximatel.y as follows: ·Whitefisb, 1,083,000 pounds; trout, G28,500

}Jounds; mixe<l fish, 430,000 }JoulHh,. Of this wbole amount, about G75,000 POlllHls were reeeind

from fisheries lying to the westward~ of which acconnt lms already heen takel\, About GOO,OOO

pounds were consumed in the city. Considering the popnlation of Buffalo, this amonnt is qnite
small in comparison with the consumption of some other cities. The whole alllount of fish rcceiYed,

fresh, salt, and smoked, was about 4,O()O,OOO poullds. COllsidering the remarkable increase in
the receipts of Chicago, it ",e('llls h3f(1l~~ possible that the trade of Buffalo couM have fallen off
since 1872 as much as 2,000,000 pounds. NeYertheless, the statistics for that year, as published

by the late Mr. Milner, in the IT. S. Fish Commissioner's Report, show that such must be the

condition of affairs.
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4()(J

According to the statement of Buffalo dealers, the :rear 1879 was an exceptionably poor one.
The complaint was made that Chicago, hy paying higher prices than Bufi'alo could afford, received
it large portion of the products of the fisheries of the latter place.

F.-LAKE ONTARIO AND ITS FIRHERIES.

239. STATlSTlCAL SUMMATIO~.

Summary statement of persons emploiled.

i
PeT80llFl employed. Xumber I

I_F_i_sh_e_'.m_e_u_._,,_._.,_._.._--_._.._._.._.._._'"_••_._.,_,_••_.._._.._._--_,._._.._._.._.._._•._.,__• __·6_~21
Detailed statement of capital illusled and apparatus employed.

Derailfd statelllcnt Of tlie quantities alld valucs of thc products.

~~I

Products specrnell. ,pounds. Value. I
, }'resh tlS!1- __ _ , " ., I 3,490, ()(JO I $132, 550 I
i :F'rozen fish o H." ••••••• ~ __ •. 1 150,000 j 5,500 I

1__ T"U_~ ••.~:~~ ·~~~:r:~~~~=I-138,Q501

240. THE FISHERIES OF THE A"NlEllICAN SnORE.

THE }'ISH3RY INTERESTS OF THE LAIi:E.-TlIere is very little fishing carried on at the western
end of this lake and the few fish caught are taken uy the fishermen for their own consumption. The

only fisheries whieh arc of commercial importance are situated at the east end of the lake, near

the head of the Saiut Lawrence niver.

There are no records to show the number of fishermen in the Ilijferent villages, but the fol·
lowing summary., prepared from results of investigation, is probably very nearly correct:

Place. INumber. I' Place, iNUlUbilr.!

i~·-! .
Osw,,!'o ·• ' 1 8 I' Wilso" , 1 10 I
Port Ontario ,...... 231' Fnirfuven --! 61
L:ttl: Sandy i 12 i Ch,wmout i 12/1
BIg :sandy i 6 ,: Sackett's HarlJOf , 250
Stev-eng'Point.~_ .. ~ a~.j zji Otherpoint.q~••••.•. _._ 1 10

Armstrong ' I 4 ii (---
Cape Vlucext _.! 47 '/ Total. '/'
Chippewa Bay. _· 1 10 i

I I
• From Fox Islaud tQ SlUldy Cre<lk.



GREAT LAKES: LAKE ONTAHlO. 673

A.lthough Freneh Canadians are quite numerous, 1\11'. Clark, of Sackett's Harbor, stated that
at the east end of Lake Ontario, in tIle vicinity of Chaumont and Sackett's Harbor, the fisbennen
originally came from Counccticllt, bringing with them the II.ethods they hail emplo:red in tllat
region.

Various branches of the fisheries are (~arried on at the eastern end of Lake Ontario. At Oswego,

Wilsoll, Fair Haren, and ClmuIllollt, gill-net fishing is the principal branch engaged in, while at
Cape Vincent and Sackett's Harbor ponnd-nets are also used, and at these two places and also at
Port Ontario a nUluber of seines and f.lke-nets arc in use.

The value of the apparatus used at Oswego ill 1879, including' t\\'o Imndred gill-nets anu four

boats, was estimated at 8KOfi. ~\t Pott Ontario were twenty-three hoats, eiglJteen gangs of gill­

nets, sevent.r-lin.~ fyke-llets, aull abont six ot' seveu seines. The ill'\estnH'nt was not le"s tlJall
$7,500. At Uape Villcent, ',IJieh, with the exception of Sackett's Harhor, is tlJe most important
station in this region, the capital illYf:sted ill the fi"heries is ahout $lG,fJOO. In tIds amount is
iJ1cluded the value of ahcmt :!,:!iiO gill-nets, fin, pounds, one lllllllll'ed and fifty trap and f~-ke-Ilets, the

necessary boats for the maJlagelllPnt of thrse nets, and tlie ordinary acccessories, such as fish-liouses

and ice-houses. At Saekdt's Harhor the number of pound-net;,; is mueh larger. III 187H not less
thall tbirty-one were wieu 1Iere. Thesp, togetlH'l' with ahout three tllOU s:1lld gill-Dets, one hundred
traps, thirty fykes, a nd about three seilles, were valued at aoou t $25,500. In operating these nets,

one hUlHlrcu gill-net and other boats were employed, besides a steam-tug; tile total yalne of this
apparatus was $7,400. The ntlue of accessories was estimated at $G,OOO.

Sen~ra I disaster", have oceurred at the difterent fishing ymages in this region. Twelve years
ago four boats carrJ-ing' three men each were lost oft· Port Ontario. At Cape Vincent only one
mall has been drowned in ten years, while in Chaumont there hare been but three men lost in
fifty years, although as man;y as three hundred baye been engaged from tIle latter place at one

time. At Hudson's liay, in lS';!), seven men were lost at one time.
Notwithstanding tbe prevailing cry of decrease of fish, the fishermen seem to be making very

good profits, especiall J" those who are industrious and attend carefully to their business. These
remarks, however, do not apply to some of the older grollnds on the south shore; for example, at
Charlotte, Wilson, Fair Hayen, and Poultueyvil!e, where it is a fact that fishing is no longe;r_

profitable.

Poultneyville, N. Y., has been a resort for Canadian fishermen for a number of J'eurs. They
came for the first time about 186;5. At tbe present time, however, they have ceased coming. Mr.

Harrington, of Port Ontario, who is well acqnainted with the history of the fisheries at that place,

says that there has been no change in the mallner of fishing for a great manx xears, except that
the salmon fisheries once carried on in the river at that place are no longer in existence. In his

opinion there is a considerable decrease in the abundance of some kinds of fish, especiaJI.y among

Whitefish.
At Cape Vincent there was no fishing of importance until 1859. Prior to that date the fish,

only canght in small qlla,ntities, were consumed lJy the fishermen. Before the building of the
railroad, which now connects this Yillage with other places, a large portion of the catch wus

salted.

Messrs. Clark & Robbins, of Sackett's Harbor, stated that in 1877 tbey salted not less than
2,447 half-barrels of ciscoeB, while in 1879 they obtained only 100 half-barrels. In their opinion,
Such fish as pike, black bass, and trout haye increased since alewives made their appearance,

while whitefish and ciscoes have decreased.
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