











668 GEOGRATHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

The fisheries, unlike those of Vermillion, are controlled by a large number of firms, each of which
owns u few nets. In 1879 there were ten firms engaged in the fishing business, employing together
about thirty-two men. Besides the professional fishermen, most of the firms living near the shore
own a few gill-nets and take what fish they need for their own use, carrying on the fishery for only
a few days in the best part of the season. The majority of the professional fishermen, as well as
of the owners of the nets, are Germaus, As a rule, the assistants are uot employed for more than
six months in each year.

The only form of apparatus in use is the pound-net; about thirty-nine of these were in use in
1879, being set at different points along the shore. There are three gill-netters from Erie who fish
in this vicinity at certain seasons, but, besides the farmers already mentioned, there are no persons
who make a regnlar basiness of gill-netting. The nets and boats emploved in 1879, together with
the accessories, were valued by the owners at about $22,700.

The grounds of this section are chietly noted for the abundance ot biue pike. In 1879 about
1,300 half-barrels of them were prepared for market; herring are also very abundant, the catch in
1879 beiny sufficient to il about 2,600 half-barrels, when salted. The awount of other varieties
taken in 1879, exclusive of sturgeon, was not less than 185,000 pounds. All of that amount was
sold in the vicinity of the fisheries. The galt fish was sent to Huron and Cleveland. In addition
to the amounts already mentioned, about 3,000 sturgeon, weighing not less than 50,000 pounds,
were taken and sent to Sandusky to be smoked.

No disasters have occurred in this vicinity sinee the origin of the fisheries.

The general impression among the fishermen seems to be that there has been a great decrease
amoung whitefish during the lust decade. Ten years ago not half as many nets werc in use as are
now employed, but a mueh larger guantity of fish was taken. The decrease of other species is
said to be imperceptible, some even claiming that the blue pike and the herring have increased.
About eight or nine years ago the prices of all kinds of fish, except whitefish, were nearly double
the present prices,

DovER BAY.—These fisheries are not very extensive. The nets are scattered along six or
seven miles of shore. During 1879 about twenty men were employed by the five firms who owned
and managed the fisheries. The hired men are usnally engaged for not more than six mounths in
each year. Most of the assistants and owners are Germans., All of the pet owners are also
farmers, who carry on the double occupation of fishing and farming. The fishing business is said
to have been quite profitable, and many of those engaged are in good circnmstances.

Pound-nets are the only form of apparatus employed. In 1879 there were about twelve of
ihese nets in use, varying in depth from 20 to 40 feet., No gill-nets are now in use at Dover Bay.
They were experimented with some few years ago, but proved unprofitable.

The grade of fish taken at Dover Bay is poor; most of them are classed as *“soft fish.,” The
yicld in 1879 was a little more than 300,000 pounds, the greater proportion of which was sent to
Cleveland, although the wholesale dealers there care very little about handling it.

Pounds have been in use in this locality since the year 1862, but it has been only within the
last eight or nine years that the fishery has met with much success. There has always been more
or less dificulty experienced in keeping the nets in place on account of the exposed nature of
the shore. By better management, within later years, however, this evil seems to have been erad-
icated. The boats now employed are larger and of better model than those formerly in use, and
are usually propelled by sails instead of Ly oars,

CLEVELAND.—The fishery trade of Cleveland, in proportion to the population of the city, I8
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much smaller than that of many other lake towns. One reason for this condition of affairs is that
there are no very extensive or important fisheries in the vieinity., The railway facilities also are
such that the city is not especially important as a distributing eenter. The nearest fisheries are
those of Dover Bay, about 14 miles distant, and there, as has already been stated, the fish taken
are of a low grade, and not abundant. As a distributing point for salt fish, however, Cleveland is
of considerable importance. Supplies are received from nearly all the larger fisheries of Lakes
Michigan, Huron and Superior. A large percentage of the fish received is sold to wholesale city
grocers and jobbers, who sell them in small lots, nsually repacked in kits, to their customers in the
surrounding country. It appears that in 1853 ten times more fish were chipped from Green Bay
to Cleveland than to Chicago, while at the present time the reverse is the case.

The local constuinption of fresh fish is large, and the city sustains several flourisbing retail
establishments. There are two retailers who supply the wealthy class. They sell only the very .
best varieties, and receive proportionately high prices. The other dealers sell cheaper grades,
and receive the patronage of less opulent citizens,

ASIITABULA AND CoOXNEATT.—The fisheries of Ashtabula and Conneaut are somewhat differ-
ent in character from those of the places immediately to the westward. The nature of the coast is
such that pound-nets cannot he employed, and fishing is therefore carried on almost exclusively
by means of gill-nets.  In 1879 there were about thirty-four men engaged in fishing, twenty-four
of whom were marricd men with families, and the remainder single young men. Desides these
there are also eight fishermen who occupy themselvesin fishing for but a smalt portion of the year.
About ope-half of the fishermen are Germans aud the remainder Awericans, Three tugs are
emploved in connection with the gill-net fishery, the value of which, acecrding to the awuners, is
1ot less than $£3,000. The pers and swall boats employed, tog ether with the accessories, are worth
about $6,500; making a total investment of £10,000.

It was found quite impossible to obtain exaet information as to the yield of the fisheries of
Ashtabula and Conneant for the year 1870, Every man ships the fish which Le eatcbes, and only
a few dealers keep any record. Mr., David Jones, of Conneaut, however, a man well infornied
regarding the fisheries, estimated the amount of the eateh, and doubtless his figures ave very nearly
correct. According to Mr. Joues, the yield was about 400,000 pounds, which, at an average ship-
ping price of 5 cents a pound for all kinds, would be worth about £20,000. DProbably about seven-
eighths of the whole were whitetish,  The greater part of the catch was sent to Cincinnati and
Cleveland, althouglh considerable quantities were sold at Akron, Columbus, and other inland towns
in Ohio. When the boats and tugs fish off Erie a large share of the fish is shipped from that point;
at times some are sold to the dealers. Sowe of the fish-offal is used in making oil; in 1579 about
2200 worth of oil was extracted from this material.

There has been a noticeable change in the manner of prosecuting the fisheries in this vicinity
within the last twenty years. The Dboats have increased in size at least one-half within the last
decade and their model has been very much improved. Twenty-tive years ago fishing-nets were
knit from very coarse twine, which made them heavy, aud it was necessary to (‘mploy. :)ne man
for every four nets. In contrastit may be stated that now two men can safely set and Jift a.tlcust
twenty-five nets. With these heavy nets and small, imperfectly made boats, the fishermen did not
venture ont more than half as far as they do at the present day. Nevertheless, at that time, they
caught a great many more fish than now. It is probable that if the same kinds of nefs were nsed
now as were employed twenty years ago not enough fish would be caught to supply the wants ot

the fishermen themselves.
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There had been no disaster at Conneaut for over twenty years, but in the fall of 1879 a boat
carrying two men was lost in a gale.

WILLOUGHBY AND PAINESVILLE.—The fisheries at these two points are operated by four firms.
During the fishing season they hire about forty fishermen, three-fourths of whom are married men.
In addition to this number, about twenty others are temporarily employed, usually from March to
July, and from September to December. In 1879, however, on account of the unusual mildness of
the winter, they were employed nearly the whole year. The fishermen receive very good wages,
and most of them are in comfortable circumstances. All, except two, are Americans, the two
excepted being of German descent. The fishermen who receive monthly wages seem to live better
than those who fish on their own account; they know exactly how much they can rely upon and
usually live within their incomes, while those who are fishing for themselves always have in antici-
pation the capture of fabulous amounts of fish which will help them out of present difficulties.

The fisheries are proseciited almost exclusively by means of pound-nets. In 1879 there were
about seventeen of these nets located here, which, with the boats used in their management and
the accessories, were valued at about $18,500. It would seem from these figures that the owners
had placed ratber too high a valuation upon their property.

A large variety of fish is taken in the pounds; they are all classified in three grades, known
as, “rough,” ‘“hard,” and “soft” Of the three grades, about 340,000 pounds were canghtin 1879,
In addition, not less than 4,200 sturgeon, weighing about 90,000 pounds, were canght. About
one-third of the entire catch was frozen and sent eastward. Of the remainder cnoungh were salted to
#ill 255 half barrels, and these were sent to Cleveland. The fresh fish are sold in various parts of
Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh being the principal market. A large share of the sturgeon are usually
sent to Sandusky ; in 1879, however, about 8,000 pounds were smoked and sold in the vicinity.

There is a general belief current among the fishermen that there has been a considerable
decrease among “ hard fish,” but none of importance among the ¢ soft fish,” during the past decade.
Sturgeon are, perhaps, somewhat less abundant. In 1870 it was reported that 20,000 were caught
at Painesville, and that some of them were sold at about 2 for a wagon-load. At Swanville more
than seventy have been caught in one day by two men using grapnel hooks.

There have been no important changes in the manner of fishing. The size of the meshes,
however, in the pots of the pounds have been somewhat increased. -The same kind of boats are
used now that were employed when the fishery began.

MiLes GROVE, OHIO; ERIE, PA.; AXD BARCELONA AND DunNkirRk, N. Y.—The professional
fishermen employed at the four villages mentioned are distributed about as follows: Miles Grove
14, Erie 100, Dunkirk 4, and Barcelona 6; making a total of 124. About eighty of thesc men are
married. At Erie the boats and outfits are owned by the fishermen, in very many cases two men
being in partnership. The capitalists are the dealers who buy the fish from the fishermen and
ship them; they also sell twine for nets. At Erie the pationality of the fishermen is German.
The manner of carrying on the fisheries at these four villages is different from that of most of the
stations west of Lake Erie. The gill-net is the only form of apparatus in use. In 1879 forty-two
Loats, cach carrying about one hundred and twenty-five gill-nets, were employed, and these together
were valued at about 25,000. The only other item of the investment here is that for fish-houses,
ice-houses, &e., the amount of which is not more than $3,000.

The quantity of fish taken at the four villages in 1879 was about 1,350,000 pounds. The
amount may bé divided somewhat as follows: Erie, 1,050,000 pounds; Dunkirk, 40,000 pounds;
Barcelona, 60,000 pounds; Miles Grove, 200,000 ponnds. The fish caught at Erie are sent chiefly
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to eastern and interior cities. From the other villages the fish are sent to various places in New
York and Pennsylvania. Miles Grove fishermen, however, send largely to Kentucky and to
Pittsburgh. Quite a large amonnt also is shipped in cars from Miles Grove to Coluwbus, Obio.
No fish are smoked at Erie, and the amount salted is very small. In 1879 only 10,000 pounds of
whitefish were prepared in this way.

At Erie the fishermen engage in extracting oil from fish offal. During 1879 about 800 gallons
were made. It is not very carefully made, and only a swall price is realized. It is sold mainly
to the tanneries in Duffalo.

Considering the number of men and boats employed in this locality, the disasters have been
remarkably few. In the fall of 1877 three men were lost; this was the only accident, as far as
could be ascertained, for many years.

The fishermen of this region, like their class generally, are poor, owing, however, more to their
shifilessness than to lack of income. Some are in quite good cireumstances and four or five bave
made considerable fortunes. Very little attention appears to have been given to fishing at Erie,
and there are no records from which information can be gathered regarding the history of the
fisheries of the place. Nearly all the fishermen here have but recently engaged in the Dusiness,
few having been employed for more than ten years. The number of the boats is said to have
increased very much during the last balf of the past decade. The year 1878 was the most suc-
cessful that has ocenrred since 1860, and the yield for 1879 was quite as good as that for the year
1875. There have been no very important changes in the methods of fishing, except that finer
twine is used in the nets than formerly, and the boats are larger and better built.

BurrarLo.—At Buffalo fishing is rather an unimportant occupation. There are a great many
men who fish in winter with hooks through the ice, aud during the warmer part of the year with
small seines, in the river. These eatel a considerable amount of fish. Myr. Johnson, one of the
oldest dealers of Buffalo, stated that, in his opinion, in ordinary winters, when the ice was thick
on the lake, as many as three hundred persons, a large percentage of whom were sailors, were
engaged in fishing, and that ordinarily a winter’s catch would not fall far short of 300,000 pounds,
Very little of this amonnt, however, falls into the hands of the city dealers. Yike and sturgeon
are the principal kinds taken. The winter of 1879 was exceptionally mild, no ice being formed in
the lake, and therefore no fishing was prosecuted.

Considerable numbers of stargeon are caught by means of three-pronged grappling-hicoks,
which are dragged along the bottom. Pounds or trup-nets are not allowed in the waters of Lake
Erie bordering on New York, so that the supply of stargeon is much less than it wonld otherwise
be. Some fishermen of Ohio attempted to use these nets near Buffalo, but were abliged to desist.
Many fish caught in Canadian waters are shipped to Buffalo.

According to the best estimates that could be obtained the amount of fresh fish received into
Buffalo during 1879 was approximately as follows: Whitefish, 1,083,000 pounds; trout, (28,500
pounds; mixed fish, 420,000 pounds. Of this whole amount, abont 675,000 pounds were received
from fisheries lying to the westward, of which aecount has already been taken. About 600,000
pounds were eonsumed in the city. Considering the population of Buffalo, this amonnt is quite
small in comparison with the consumption of some other cities. The whele amount of fish received,
fresh, salt, and smoked, was about 4,000,000 pounds. Considering the remarkable inerease in
the receipts of Chicago, it seems hardly possible that the trade of Buftalo could have fallen off
since 1872 as mueh as 2,000,000 pounds. Nevertheless, the statistics for that year, as published
by the late Mr. Milner, in the U. 8. Fish Commissioner’s Report, show that such must be the

condition of affairs.
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According to the statement of Buffalo dealers, the year 1879 was an exceptionably poor one.
The complaint was made that Chicago, by paying higher prices than Buffalo could afford, received
a large portion of the products of the fisheries of the latter place.

F—LAKE ONTARIO AND ITS FISHERIES.
239. STATISTICAL SUMMATION.

Summdry statement of persons employed.

|
Persons ernployed. Number. |

[ O T T 0 T ORI 612

:
|
l
i

Detailed statement of capital invested and apparatus employed.

Apparatus specified. | Number. | Value.

Vessels and boats $13, 100

! Pounds 14, 000
| Gill-nets .. 20, 000
‘ Seines 1, 950 !
SHOre ProPerty . .. ecemeceoaieanciecacneananns i 5, 000
- | T U PIPO 54, 050 |

Detailed statement of the quantities and values of the products.

i

| |
i Products specified. \ Pounds. | Value.
| |
CFTESR BIN . oo I 3,490, 000 8132, 550
: |

150, 000 } 5, 500
i 138, 050

i _

240. THE FISHERIES OF THE AMERICAN SHORE.

THE FISHIRY INTERESTS OF THE LAKE.—There is very little fishing carried on at the western
end of this lake and the few fish caught are taken by the fishermen for their own consumption. The
only fisheries which are of commercial importance are sitnated at the east end of the lake, near
the head of the Saint Lawrence River. X

There are no records to show the number of fishermen in the different villages, but the fol-
lowing summary, prepared from results of investigation, is probably very nearly correct:

Place. Number. || Place. ! Numnber.
OSTOZO. cameas coimmaaraenann 8 i WHSOR uereimorrarennsaman E 10
Port Ontario.......... 23 Fair Haven ... i 8
Little Sandy.ccoao.... 12 Chaomont - ..... . ..i 12
Big Saudy . vvvvernennn 6 Sackett's Harbor . . I 250
Stevens’ Point........ 2 {‘; Other pointe*. .. ... .. .... ! 10
Armstrong coeooev...- 4 i]! f———-——- -
Cape Vincexrt. .. 47 | Total.eveerrecnennannn H 400
Chippewa Bay ! 10 ,!
§

*Yrom Fox Island to Sandy Crevk.
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Although French Canadians are quite numerous, Mr. Clark, of Sackett's Harbor, stated that
at the east end of Lake Ountario, in the vicinity of Chaumont and Sackett’s Harber, the fishermen
originally eame from Counccticut, bringing with them the methods they ILiad employed in that
region.

Various branches of the fisheries are carried on at the eastern end of Lake Ontario. At Oswego,
Wilson, Fair Haven, and Chaumont, gili-net fishing is the prineipal branch engaged in, while at
Cape Vineent and Sackett’s Harbor pound-nets are also used, and at these two places and also at
Port Outario a number of seines and fyke-nets are in use.

The value of the apparatus used at Uswego in 1879, including two hundred gill-nets and four
boats, was estimated at $800. At Port Ontario were twenty-three boats, eighteen gangs of gill-
nets, seventy-five fyke-nets, auwd about six or seven seines. The investment was not less than
$7,500. At Cape Vinceut, which, with the exception of Sackett’s Harbor, is the most important
station in this region, the capital invested in the fisheries is about 16,500, In this amount is
ipcluded the value of about 2,250 gill-nets, five pounds, one hundred and fifty trap and fyke-nets, the
necessary boats for the management of these nets, and the ordinary acccessories, sucl as fish-liouses
and ice-houses. At Sackett’s ITarbor the number of pound-vets is much larger. In 1879 not less
than thirty-one were used here. These, together with about three thousand gill-nets, one hundred
traps, thirty fykes, and about three seines, were valued at about $25,500. In operating these nets,
oue hundred gill-net and other boats were employed, besides a steam-tug; the total value of this
apparatus was $7,400, The value of accessories was estimated at $6,000.

Several disasters have oceurred at the different fishing villages in this region. Twelve years
ago four boats carrying three men each were lost off Port Ontario. At Cape Vincent only one
man has been drowned in ten years, while in Chaumont there have been but three men lost in
fifty years, although as many as three hundred have been engaged from the latter place at one
time, At Hudson’s Bay, in 1879, seven men were lost at one time.

Notwithstanding the prevailing cry of decrease of fish, the fishermen seem to be making very
good profits, especially those who are industrious and attend carefully to their business. These
remarks, however, do not apply to some of the older grounds on the south shore; for example, at
Charlotte, Wilson, Fair Haven, and Poultneyville, where it is a fact that fishing is no longer
profitable,

Poultneyville, N. Y., has been a resort for Canadian fishermen for a number of years. They
came for the first time about 1863. At the preseut lime, however, they have ceased coming. Mr.
Harringten, of Port Ontario, who is well acquainted with the history of the fisheries at that place,
says that there has been no change in the manner of fishing for a great many years, except that
the salmon fisheries once carried on in the river at that place are no longer in existence. In his
opinion there is a considerable decrease in the abundance of some kinds of fish, especially among
whitetish.

At Cape Vincent there was no fishing of importance until 1859, Prior to that date the fisl,
only eanght in small quantities, were consumed by the fishermen. Before the building of the
railroad, which now connects this village with other places, a large portion of the catch was
salted.

Messrs. Clark & Robbins, of Sackett’s Harbor, stated that in 1877 they salted not less than
2,447 half-barrels of ciseoes, while in 1579 they obtained only 100 balf-barrels. 1In their opinion,
such fish as pike, black bass, and trout have increased since alewives made their appearance,
while whitefish and ciscoes have decreased.
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