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HU:1I1ll0LDT COUNTL-The fisheries of Humboldt Count;y' are chiefly carried on in HUlllhohlt

Bay, ahout Eureka, and in Eel Hiyer, Three kinds of fish are principally takclI, flounders, salmon,

and sharks. Each of tllese iudustries may be taken up separately; tbat of the salmon, llHYiug

plaeu elsewhere, willllo! he <It,scrihed bere,

IIumboldt Bay is a lawl-locked lJmbol', with a narrow entrance, obstructed by a dang'crons

har. Its foundation sOl1lcwltat resembles that of Saa Diego Bay, being slmt off from the open

ocean hy lHUTO\\, li<lllll-spits, At llw ]wgilllJing' of tlJe raillY seasOIL tbe small streams that CllIlIt,\

into the ba,r ponl' out ;,;nel. fJ uHlltities of fre;,;11 water as to render the entire bay braeldsh. Some

Jisllermcll think tilat this kill::; the fish, bnt there i:s no tangible eyidcnce of its doing so.

The lJ:ly is ('yideatly gradually tilling up \"itll <lepo:sits. It has now a series of mud-flats,

"OllIe cutirely barn, others partly ~(I, at low watcr, with deep ehanne]s hetwecn them. 'rhe bottom

is composed of sediment, there being 110 roc!,s excepting some ballast heaps, amI on these rod.,;s

the j1:,;11 are caught. The lIlud,flats HlHl chanuels scrH' as sllawlling groulllls for great llUlllbers of

flt)l1Jl(!I'rs. This hay call l.w easily :lHll 1'a]lil1]y p.xlwlIstpd of it" fisll, and ltad it a more re~ulymarket

;, 80011 would he. The llistol'~' of the ftoullller fishing, depcll<lcnt entirely on hook and linc, sum­

CiPlltly sllO,,"s this. As it is, although thl' hay produces at certain seaSOIlS of the year great quail'

tities of fitS]l, it is laddllg ill ",niety. H is elaillled tlJHt the 11;,:11 an' of poor qnality (except the

salBlOlI), (HYing to tIle Ilatnre of the bottolJl.

FIshing ill H umboltlt Bay is good during ouly the fall and a portion of the winter, and ill COll­

::'C(jm'IH~e there are-but few rl'si!lcut professional flslwl'lllen. Two Al1lerieans working with a seine to

H!l,ply tlJe loeal market of Enl'eka, awl dnring' the flush season shipping' to the San Fraueiseo

market, eOllle UlJ<ler this heall. About six or eight others Ii ring ill the yjcinity of Eureka fbh dnriug'

t 1,,: sa 111I011 sea:soll ;m<l do Ii tt]" or 1I0t11 i1Ig' the rcmaiIlder of the year. .Probably a 11 e(pHll 1111111 her

ban: families a1\(l are semi-profes;;ionals, fishing during two months of the year. Quite a IlUllJbcr of

the inhabitants of Eureka fished at oue time, and hold themselves in readiness to do so again

;.;lJould other business fail. There are but three Italian fi:shennen on the bay, the majority be-ill/.!:

_Alllericalls (illdllllillg' a few Eng-lisll, Irish, and Seotell). Often some- of the Columbia Hin'l' fishcl'­

lIWU cOllie h(,re duriug the salmon /Season. Since 1857 and before, there lJas beell a colony of

C1Jinese fishing ill tue bay with nets. Last year tlJeir net was destroyed. Fi8herweu claim tbat

tllt'y fi:slH'd all the "sole" (Parophj'!Jsl~(jtuh(s)out of tLo hay. Most of theh- fish were dried in t1](~

wmal way awl sent to San Francisco.

Flounder-fishing begiIls about October. Humboldt Bay used to be the spawlliug grounds

1br iwmen:sc numhers of the large flounder (Plcuronectcs stellatus). The fj:sh were so abundant as

to emnpletely line the bottoms of the deep channels between the lllud-fiats, and would hite at a

hook with extreme voracity.

Iu 1874 the first experiment was made by a young .American, wbo caught and shippNl to San

Fram~isco from Eureka a few flollllders. The" paranzella" had not then appeared. These few

flonnders bronght a high price, retailing from 30 cents to 35 cents a ponnd. Finding it Lighl~'

I'clIllllJerati ve be incre,1sed his operations, keeping the fish in live-hoxes until the daj' 011 which the

stpamf'T Railed for San Francisco. As many as 2 and 3 tons were sent at a time. Before long not

les" than olle lmndred people were at this work, fishing da;y and night, their husiness causing

quite an excitement in Eureka. Flounders soon became a drug on the market and their retail

price diminished so much as to leave for the fishermen a profit of only 2 cents a pound, instead of

12 and evell more, the profit per llouml before so many entered into the fishery. Another cause

of small profits to the many engaged in the work was fllat the steamer was often unable to croSS
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the bar f()!' sC\~eral <la.Y.~, in wIdell case tile fish were liable to spoil. 'YLen this happened tlIey

were throwll o\~erhoaI'(l, proYillg a deaLlloss to the fishermen. At the present time there are not

more than fifteen or t\\'ellt~· lllen engaged in nslting f()r flounders during the best of tLe season.

In the winter they bring from Gto 10 cents a lJOUlHl.

Some flounders are mwgllt wei~hing IV pOl!!lds. It is possihle tbat, owing' to the sUlall llLHnlJer

!IOW canght, this ",pecic;,; will hold irs own, but it call nt'yer lie 150 nbundant as it Olice was.

Small I1umlw!'s of other ntrieties of fioUlHlers, such as Paniphrys and Citha1'icht!I!J8 arc aJ:.,o

~~'IU{.dJ1, but Pleuro1licfc8 8tcllatu8 is ihl' common flonnder of HUllluoldt Bay.

'fhe RllO\TellHl"l'd shark (~Y(!i(lrhYilchus ml1C'u!atll,\), caught for its oil, was in the e,nly (bys uf

.Eureka, from 1R5':\ to lSiiS, (,x1l'1l~iH'ly caught ill Humbohlt 13<1;':. This fish entered tlle Lay at

., lmiljng" seasolJ, abom tlw midl1l:· of A prj], ::])(1 rem:lined until tllt' end of August. -,U 011(' tiJlW

fift.Y 01' sixt~· men were l'llgagetlill die 1:<lptn1'e of the fish and the trying out of tlJe oil from it;,;

lin'L This oil, in tile abselwe, of coal (Ilot tlj('lJ tlLscon'l'ctl), WllS lIs,..d largely for iil:uuiuatiug

pUl'!>o"es. Much W:lS sliip!lt'd to f'an Fr;meisco, where it 'Tas used fC'r oiling machinery :l1ll1 ruInl­

terntillg oOler oil",. III 1)1IC sea SOli n man made 'OD gallons of oil, \\llil~l1lte sold for tile' an'mg€

priee of 81.2:; it gallon. 1'1Ie"e ~ll:lrk" ;t\\, from () to S feet long and 'yield from :1 to 8 p;ailo1l5 of oil

apiet:e. The Ji!illales yie]llllwl'-' nil tJI:lll the wah-s, and fl'!lwll's with egg-s ~·ielll mort t]:,ili at all~

othel' 'Sea"")ll.

The s1ark" ean olll~~ be I'aught at lligIJe:,; ti<1~''''~ whell tbey an, taken with J1001: ;lIHllille l1l the

deep eItannels hetwpell tIll' TIlUll-fi:liS, or they IlI:1;; be It:u'poolle(J. in slwllO\\' water, The !Jpst bait

for sharI,s of this kiml L, "'aHea "'e:d. ::'e<l1 HInt is fnll of oil, \\11ie\1 spreads out OYer tli(~ "elter'"

,,;urface awl attraet:'l tIte slt:ll'k',., :!ttl'llti,n!. Tiley hu\'(' h('cli s('ell to follow a lHllTOW stn';}!,;" of oil

till the.\' reached the line, when tlJe~- in,"!illltiy 11'('lI( 11nwlI 1',,1' (ll(' b'it. It b thongllt th'll their

",euse of "U1('ll glli{les them.
There i::; lIOIY only Olle 1l1:111 "lIg;l;~l'd ill tlji" lq;.,illess ('ll UnmIJo]dt Bay. lIe lias Il1:Hh· only ::0

galions this (18S0) season. T!le oil is now II "rib nuly I,:; cellts :1 gallon alHl i", n"ed hy;ulliliennill

OWIW1'S aroulHl Eureka fot' Illbrieiltiug-ojl. '\., utll>!l' shark::; ~\n' ('aught lIer,' 1'01' oiL 'The "pee-ics

8qu(([us (fcu/lndas is ahsolntply 1!lildIO\\1I at FUlck;1, :!Jill lIJliliofriaci8 aud Triocili,l;('"ilks !l,-illg

too "maU, furnish a very poor (jualit.Y of oiL
DEL J'\OltTE (JOUNTY.-lll Del Norte Couuty, (:aIW.!l'11ia, there is 110 seajj"hcl',i' of :lll,\' illJ]lOr

taue('. There is a fall salmon fisl.lm',V iu Smitll ]([\'Cl'. whieh is diseusspd ill til(' ehapt(,l' 011 the W('st

coast "almon fishel'.Y. Alml1!, 500 barrels of "allliOll are "alted. Tho jotal alllllwl eatcll <Jf H"ll

ol1tsid(~ of the salmoll fisheries does not psceed ;},OO(l pound..,;.
STATISTICAL Itl~CArI'ITLATIOx-Tlt('fl.,hel'l('s or ill(' fill'Cgoillg eOllllties are full,l- dl'tailed in

tlle following table:
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Statemcnt of the fisheries oj the sca-bol'dering counties betll'een San Fro llcisco and the 1101·thtTn bou'lldal'y oj the State, showi'lIg
the 11lmtber oj fishel'men, the amount of capUalin"estetl, aml the quantiticB and "alue8 of the product8.
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V u,ll.le of otlH?l' apparatus and outfit _ _ __ $20

Capital.

Xnmher-of fishermen . __ . _ _ '.~."".""._"."

Totalcapitnl ill'Vtsted .•..............•...........•.•••. --$20 -- $5,8;;;o---$50=~~-~1-$120"-'$7,540
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\' aJue _.. _.. . _ ~ ~ _ _ _' __ .

Dried !ish:

,,-allle 4 _ ••••••••••••• _ ~ •••• __ • _ _ ~ ••

Shark oil:Gallons _ ..
Value , "..

Shrimp and prawn:
POllnds .....••• ~ •.... __ __ ~ '. __ ~_.

Veluo _ , ..
Clams:

Xumber _.. ~ _.. _._~ _._ ~~. _ .

Valuo ..
I

...... i 40,000 i.. · · "I.,', ',i "I 40, 000.. i $400 , , , , -- $400

Total ,,"Iue of products !-- $100 1~2,O'OOi $300 --"$751--$3,006:--'$00 --$75,m
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C.-OREGON AND ITS FISHERY INTERESTS.

221. STATISTICAL RbCAPITULATION.

SUlll»lm'y stateme,1f of pm'solls employed.

------------ ..__._-..... ---_.
Persons employed.

, Fishermen .. _.. _.~. _..•. _.. _... _~._. . __ 2.795

! shore:::~;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::i--~!

De/ai/fd statement oj capital 'inve8ted alld apparo.tv~ employed.

I
i IApparatus specified. Number. Value.

Boats ...~~~:~:~~..~~~.~-.-... .. . .. .. .. . .......i 1, 360 I $246, 600

Othc-r ap~uTatu8, inc!ud~ng outfit ..• _""~ •. -."~ .41 !. 24-5,750
Cash capitat tlnd sbore ]/roperty _ ~ •.. ~ .. ~ _. ~ •..••. _.• , e39, 000

Total , ~'_=I===~ ---w3l,350
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De/ailed statement oj tile qualltiticB and value~ of tlte products.

625

Product~ 8pccifh~u.

Salmon __ _ _._. __ Pounds fresh ..

Seal oil GalloDs.. '
Other products '

Quantity. i 'alue.

3D, 500, 000 1 a $2, 766, 724 j
lB. 000 : 4, 300 :

010,0(10 ' 10,000 i

ToUi!.......... " 2,781.024 !

a Including enllaneeIllent in the yftInt' of :5ulmon in proce:-;s of canning. $1.!Hl,42~.

2~2, THE FISHERIES OF THE OREGON COAST.

GENERAL STATEl\IENT.-The iliiheries of the coast coulltif's of Oregon have as yet very little

importance. The coast line is little illdented by baj"s and is therefore in itself unfavorable for
fishing. TlIere is, morem-er, no availalJle market for any fish taken, except salted or canned salmon.
The various tribes of Indians along the coast derin much of their support from fishing, but no
statistics are obtainahle. A single salmon cannery is now in operation in this region, at Rogne's

River, and salmon are salted on some of the other streams. With these exceptions there is no
systematic fishing anywhere 011 the coast of Oregon south of tlle Columbia River, the salmon
fisheries of which are wry important. These will be described in detail in the chapter on the
"Salmon fishing and cannillg interests of the Pacific coast." The entire salmon catch of the coast,
including tbat of Rogue's Riyer, excluding the fish taken by the Indians, will not vary ,ery -far

from 1,000,000 pounds. In the report of tbe ri\Ter fisheries of the State will be found some items

upon the bays and fisheries at mouths of riyers.

D.-WASHINGTON TERRITORY AND rrs FISHERY INTERES'rS.

223. STATISTICAL RECAPITCLATION OF THE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES.

Summa,'y s/afemc"t of persons em-played..

Persons CIDl'lup.'t!. :1 Number. i,

,------- -----------! I

I::;;:::~,:::::.:....:::.•.•:.::!----:: I
i .---------.---.----

Detailed statement of ((/pit"l im'ested all'/ apl'araf!,s employed.

Appat'iltus specifie.a. Number. 'Value.

Vessels 7 I $11,100
Boats -- , 334 i 6.G10 I
Other apparatus. indudhll': outfit,s .'.· - ··1 8,648 i
Cash capital ami shore propelty ' ·1 4,000 i

Total ·i==~I--30,3s8i

40 GRF
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Detaileastatetltel/t uf tltc IjUUn.titiC8 and vall1C8 of tlle ]Jl"OrlllctS.

Value.! QuantitJ',Products specified,
!~- -~-_.. _~~~

i Salmon Pouuds fresh .. i 350,000 a $16,820 :
i Other fish Pounds fresh..! 5,357,000 93,140 '

I
Sealskiu Numbcr .. i 6,268 56,412

Seal and fish oil.. G..llons .. 1
24,200 5,000

; Ossters '.............. 10,000,
i--------

TotaL. ' ' 181,372
i

a Inc1udin~ cllhilDc('m-ent of value in pl'OCe88 of cann,ing, $13,4-40.

224. THE COAST FISHERIES OF WASHI1'lGTON TERRITORY.

THE PRINCIPAL FISHERIES ENU:lIERATED.--The whole Puget Sound region is '-ery abun·
dantly supplied with fish, but for want of a market the fisheries are little developed and have as
;yot little commercial importance. The only species of special value are the halibut (Hippoglo88U8

vulgaris), which abounds everywhere in the deeper waters and main channels, lInt chiefly about
Cape :Flattery; the fixe species of salmon (Uncorhynchu8 clwuicha, nerka" kisutch, gorbu8cha, and
keta), \\'hi::Jh run up all tlle streams, large and small, in summer and fall, and which are taken in
the salt water at all seasons; the dogfish (Squalu8 acanthia.s), which is largel;y sought for the oil
outainefl from the Ii,er; the lIerring (Olupca 1wirabilis), aud the enlachou (Tltaleichthys pacijicus),

which is considered "'hen fresh as the best pan. fish of the region. Besides these, are many species

of Chirohls, Pleuronectoids, Salmonoids, 8corpa:noids, &c., used as food, but no one species of
any great Yalne.

The fishermen are chiefly Indians, who fish for their own consumption and li,e in small colonies
or ,. ralldlC.rias" scattered about the entire sound. Nearl,}' all tlIe sound Indians live by fishing.

No record of their number can be obtained by us and no material for any sort of accurate estimate
can well be had. A few Indians ill the vicinity of the towns fish for the market and peddle their

fish at low prices about the streets. Some also fish for the salmon canneries. There are also a few
Chine.se colonies, wlIolly similar to those south of San Francisco, where they salt and dry a COIl·

siderable alUount of fish. Arounu the larger towns (Victoria, Seattle, P?rt Townsenu, Tacoma) are
a few Italian or Dalmati:lIl fishermen, and at Tacoma some Americans.

OLY:JIPIA.-N0 fishing is done at Olympia, the harbor being nearlj" bare at low water aUll
lined with oysters. The shipmellt uf these oysters to San Francisco is the only fishing industry
of the tOWIl. The first shipment of these o;ysters was made two or three years ago, after the decline
ill l]uality and quantit.v of the Shoalwater Eay !lroduct. This matter is elsewhere discussed.

Sl'EILACOO:Y:.-N0 regular fishing is done lIere. Various Indian raneherias are scattered

along", where the" Siwashes" fish for their own use. Fishermen from other places often come to
Steilacoom during tlIe salmon season.

NEW TAcoMA.-This place is connected by rail with Portland, and the chief supply of the
Portlalltl market of aU fishes exeept salmon and halibut comes from New Tacoma. At New

Tacoma two young fishermen from :Maine have established a fishing station and are making good
"a~·es. About 200 tOllS of fish have been taken by tlJem and their emplo,}'es during the past year.
Most of these have been shipped to Portland, where they sell at 5z cents per pound, the salmon,
during tile close season in the Columbia, somewhat higher.

III summer and fall a considerable number of salmon are taken and salted and sold in San
Fnlllcisco and elsewhere at 6 to 8 cents a ponnd. After August 1, when salmon are no longe"
allowed to be taken in the Colurnuia, the sale of salmolJ, Hounders, &c., from Puget Sound in Port·
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land is quite profitable. The salmon do liOt enter the rivers in numbers at this part of Puget
Sound until ready to spawn in September, when they move about the bay in schools and are­
readily Df~tted while "searching for the river." l\Iany of the salmon of the different species are
then "dog·salmon," and as such not so readily sold. At first their flesh is red and not bad,
and can be salted as well as that of the ordinary salmon; later it becomes poor and worthless, the
fish often half rotten in life, and no use can be made of it. A cargo of salted dog·salmon was once
sent to Honolulu with a disastrous effect on the reputation at the Sandwich Islands of the Puget
Sound salmon.

In the fall a fyke·net is planted by Savels & Staples in Puyallup River. ]'lost of their
fishing is done with seines. Gill-nets, traps, &c., are not successful in these waters because of
tlleir clearness. Traps built of brush in a way similar to the pound-nets in the East have been
built and still stand in Commencement ]3ay, but the salmon do not run into them amI tlley lJave
been abandoned.

Tile species mostly taken are OIlCOl'ltYIWhtlS chou-ie/ta, Pleu"l'()lwetcs stellatt!s, Lepidopsetta bilille·

ata, Parophl'Ys 1;etulus, and Salvelinus 'lnalllla, which abounds ill Halt water and reaches a weight
of 1~ or 14 pounds; the largest seen by me weighed 11 pounds. Salmo jJurpuratus, also abUlHlant
in ;;a1t water, Hypomesll~ pretiosus, &c., as well a8 yarious sculpins, "eels," &c., "whicll han~ 110

market value.
A t Gig Harbor, 8 miles from Tacoma, are tlJree Austrian fishermen, who haye been there two

~'ears_ Most of the fisll obtained by them are salted, but some are shipped fresh to Portland.
The salmon and tile orange roektish (&bastiehthys pinniger) are the species most1j' sought, tIle

latter talien witll hooks ill deep water. Both salmon and rockfish are barreled and shipped to
Portland, San Francisco, or elsewhere. Herrillg are also caugllt and smoked, but there is little
profit in it. In the summer dog-fishing is followed to some extent, the oil being" tried out" of the

liYers in kettles. About 100 tons of fish are taken per j'ear, exclusi\'c of dogfish.
Opposite Gig' Harbor is a Portngnese fisltermaIJ, with one or more assistants, who fishes chiefly

for dogfisll.
In yarions pLaces about Gig Harhor, Quartermaster's Harbor, and Point Defialice are Indian

dog-fishing camps. The oil is chiefly rendered ill l_ettIes.
Near Quartermaster's Harbor is a COIOl)j' termed EauakatowlJ, where four or five Chinamen,

a negro, and several Sandwich Islanders TISl1 and dry or salt the pro<luct, occasimwlly selling in

Tacoma or sending to San Francisco. ,
SEATTLE.-Tl1e local market at Seattle is of somc jlllllOl'tance. A eOillpau,)' of three Italians

fish with seines along the shore, obtainiug' j-oung salmon, flounders, &e., which are sold in a stall
in the town. A company of two or tbree Greeks fish in the same way, but are absent at tIle
Columbia during the salmon season, Sewral Austrians fish with llOOk and line in the deeper
waters of the baj', obtaining halibut, black bass (Sebasticltthys 'IIlelanops), horse-mackerel (AnopZo­

1}01110), merluch' (ir!erlucius), pollack (l'ollachills), tomcod, &c. Many Iudians in the neighborbood
bring in, almost daily, boat-loads of salmon-tront (Sa/t-clinus) , ;young" salmon, amI the yarions

floundel's, &c.
Much fisbing is done by men a,nd boys from thc \ylIarves, Anoplopollla and small flounders,

especially Rippoglos8oiaes elas8oaon, being tIle principal species taken.
There are no fishing boats at Seattle, except small skiffs. The amount of fish taken ~-earl~'

must be about 300,000 pounds.
PORT BLAKELEY.-The salmon cannery of Jackson & Myers, formerly at Mucltilteo, is noW
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located at Port Blakeley, 011 the lIest side of Admiralty Inlet, opposite Seattle. Its business is
described U1l(l~r the head "Salmon fisheries of "\Vashington Territory."

PORT 11ADISON.-A colony of about fifteen Chinamen are engaged in drying fish ncaf Port

Madisoll. Resides fishing them"e!",e,;, they purchase large quantities from tIle Indians. They

prepare the fish in the ordinary lIay, soaking them for two or three days in lIeak brine; then dry­

iIlg them on racks in the open air. They Pllt up perch (Dmltalichtltys) and diflerent species of
flounders, mostly Parophrys vetulus, Lepidoysetta bilineata, and Pleuronichtltys cwn08US. Flounders
are valued most highly by the Chinese. The clifferent species of Embiotocidre are dried principally

for the use of the Chinese working in the mines. Chinese do not like salmon.

Both Chinese and Indians at Port Madison fish with coarse-meshed nets, and throw back fish

undeF' six ~in<:hes in length.

A herring fishery, owned by )11'. J. P. Hammom], is in operation during the winter season

from about November 1 to ~Iarch 1. Dnring the last season they workec] bnt one fine-meshed

seine, 4;:;0 feet long, i-inch mesh, Thirteeu white men of various nationalities were employed, at

wages of $:!5 to $30 per month. The herring are most abundant in February and }Iarch, when

they come iuto the bay to spawn. They are in best condition from Novemher to January, becom­
ing poor ant] comparatiYely worthless as soon as they begin to spawn. The herring run into the
bay in large Ilumbers for shelter from heayy storms. The fishery has been at Port Madison since

1870. The business is eonstantly increasing, but there are as many or more fish than at first.
During the herring season they catch frOID 1 to 1,000 barrels at a haul. The herring are eitber

smoked and dried or used for oil. The smoked fish are put up in boxes of about five dozen each,
and mostl.y sent to San l~rancisco, where they are sold for 30 to 35 cents per box.

To make oil, the fish are steamed in woouen boxes and afterwards }Jressed. One barrel of fish

prodnces about 11 gallons of oil, which is worth from 35 to 45 cent s per gallon. The oil is used

for rough purposes-for greasing skins in tanneries, and at log camps.
During the last season (1879-'80) there were put up 2,500 boxes of smoked ben'ing and 5,,{)O

~allolls of oil; in 1877 and 1878, 5,000 boxes and 17,000 gallons.
LTSALADDY, SAN JUAN, AND OTHER SETTLEMENTS.-At various places in the northeast part

of the sound the Indians fish for salmon and dogfish, and occasionally Italians 'and Chinamen

engage- in tbe same business.

l\IucKILTEo.-The cannery of Jackson & ~ryers, formerly at this point, Las beeu removed to
near Seattle. The salmon were formerly abundant here, bat bave now grown scarce. It has been
thought, that the offal from the cannery drives them away. The su.lmon were netted in schools in

salt water by the Indians.

The species canned are the female "hadclo" (0. gorbu8cha) and tbe silver salmon (0. kisutch).
The first rnn is in July, when the haddos appear, at first males and females similar, but afterwards
the males grow dark, red, humpbacked, and hook-billed, and are rejected. They weigb but 5 or 6

pounds, and are "Very slimy after being taken out of water.

The silver salmon h6re rarely weighs over 22 pounds, the average not more than 6 or 8. In

alternate years the run of baddos is yerr small or nothing. At other tilnes it is extremely large.
PORT GA.}IBLE AXD PORT LrDLOW.:-,·U the,;e points the only fishing dOTle i8 that of China­

men and boys frolll the IIharvcs, and of the IJeigllboring Siwash Indians. In this region consid­
erable dog-fishing is done by the Indians, the oil being mostly rendered b;y pntting the livers into

1I00den troughs and throwing in hot stones, finally ponring off the oil from the scraps.

PORT TOWNSEND.-Three Italians fish at Port Townsend for halibut and dogfish. They hnxe
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a boat (Italian) of about 1 ton lmrueu. The fish taken are either shipped directly to San Francisco

or else salted. Some of tllem are sold in the town, and occasionally some shipped to Portland.

NEW DFNGENEss.-Some scatterillg' fisbillg for salmon, dog-fish, &c., is done at this point,

and a goou deal of fishing is uone by Indians 011 tlle way toward Cape Flattery.

NEAll BAY.-At this poiut there is a cOllsiderable resernttion of Indians wllo do nothing but

filSLing and sealing. The fur-seal fisheries of Cape Flattery are of considerable importance, and

are elsewhere discus.sed by J uuge Swan.

Halibut fislling is here an importallt iudllstl'y, scveralllUllllred poullds being brougbt ill every

da~-. Most of the halibut are taken.i ust oubide of the Straits of Fuca on a halibut bank, Some 12

mile'l west·northwest of Neah Bay. The halilJUt are taken with large hooks made of an iron or

bone spike, firmly bOUJl(1 to wooli. Tlte~- are taken for the whole length of the Straits of Fuea, but

lhost aLlUmlantly lll'ar tlle sea, and ill the main (:halllleis as far as Seattle and San Juan at least.

Many rockfish (S. niljrocillclus, 'lltelanop8, IICUlIloSII8, ruber) are taken, also immense cultus-cod

(OpliiodQn), and occasioually a true eod (Garlus mOlThllo).

Neal' Neah Bay \HIS formerly a canner.", wbich lIas uow sllspended. It calilletl the halibut

aud the hoopid salmoll (Olleorhync!tus ];isutch), as wi'll as young or suitablto salmon of other species.

The hooped salmoll is fat allli excellent. The canned halibut caunot compete with cauned salmon,

the boiled flesh beillg white and ti;]vorll'8S, and therefore ullattractiye, while the expense of manu­

facture is not much less than that of canned sal III OIl ,

QFINNAUL'l'.-Iu the QuiuwlUlt II/yer a small saluJOll nms. said to be ver~- fat and of superior

(IUalitJ-' This is }Jl'obably O. 1Ier1;0.

GRAY'S HARBOR.-XO regular tbhiug. A salmon C,llIIH::ry was formerly locateLl here, but it

is no ltHlger iu operation.
SHOALWATER BAy.-::s-o fishermen are loeated ht'r(', alHl no fishing is doue. The oyster

interest has been elsewhere discussed. It is said that tlJe hay is growing up to sea wrack, to the

iujury of the oysters.
VIC1'ORIA.~Sollle tell fishermen, clJiefly Italian, are rug-aged ill fishing' at Victoria. They

fish with hook amI liue, taking halibnt, rock-eod (S. I'ubel', S. maliger). dogfish, aud gl'ouudshark

(80mll io.~us).
The halibut is mostly bought b~' au American aud ;.;IJippetl fre",h Oll the steamer.,; Illaho and

Dakota to the Sau Franciseo llJarkH. The chief suppl,,- of halilmt at San Franci'lco comes from

Victoria. Formerly a schooner helougillg at Astoria was ellgaged in tl'allsporting lJalilmt fl'om

Cape Flattery and tlle west coa'lt of Ymlcoun'r's Island to San Francisco, hut the attempt was
abandoned after oue season. Combinations among' the Italian fish dealers ill SaIJ Frandsco an'

discouraging to shippers, as often tIw prie(' of large eOllsignments will be brought dln,n to figures

unreasonably low Oil perishable iish.
Otll('r fishermen usc the seine aIHI bring ill tOlllcod (.llicl'oljwlul!) and varions tloumlers,

especially Parol1hrY8 rclulu8 and PleuI'onecfe8 stel/alus. ::IIany hen'iug are also taken.
A large part of the supply of tIle Yictoria market comes from Fraser's Hiver. In tlteirsuaiioll

(May) the eulachon (1'lwleichthys l!oci.ticus) is the best pan· fish ill this region. They rlm up the

lo\\'er Ii'raser iIl" enormous IIUlll bel'S, and en')',Y fish feeds 011 thet::. En'u the sturgeolls gorge

themselycs upon them.
The" sucheye" salmon (Oncorhynchus 1tCl'ka) it; shipped to Yictoria ill large llumbers, ami a

less quantity of the sawkwey (0. cllOuicha) atHl sturgeon (A.. fra1t811l0/lfan1(8) also iitHl a n'ad~' &l1c' at

low price"". The green sturgeon (-4.• lIl('(lil'o.~fl'is) is lleyer eateu-
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225. STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION.

Summary 8(atement of per'01l8 employed.

Persons cmployel1. ! Number.

------~-------!

Fisbermen , G,OOO ,
Sboremen ~........ .. i ~1

TotaL..................... . I 6,130 ;

Detailfd sfafement of capital ;1l1'c8fed and aIparat118 employed.

Apparatus specified. Number. i "Value.

Boats 3,000 :
Other apparatus, incln(1ing ontfitB~~. . __ ......•. "•• "_. __ ._j
Cash capital and shope property !

$60.000 i
7,000 i

38\1,000 '

447,000 :
---------,

Total capital :

Detailed statement of Ille qlumtities and values oj tlle products.

I
Pro\lucts specified. Quantity. Value. I

.------------------ ---__J
I I

~~~~~1~~;~.~;.·:~~~~~::::::~~~~:~:::~~.~:~~:.110~:::: ! a::::~ I
Sea.oHer.kin nnmber .. ! 6.000 600,000 i

Seal.kins do : 147,450 1.474,500 i
Seal flesb pounds .. ! 1,000, 000 1~ 000 I
Seal and :6sh oil gallons .• ! 120,000 12.000 I
wbal::i:a~··.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.~~:::·l~~'~. - 2,661,:01

i I

a Including enhancement in tho value of salmon in proc-esB of canning, $::6,640.

226. THE FISHERIES OF ALASKA.

The shore fisheries of Alaska are fully discussed in Section III of this report. The cod fishery
carried on at the Shnmagin Islands, the fur·seal industry of the Pribylov Islands, and also the
whale and walrus fisheries, are discnssed in Section Y.




