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are half as large as a barrel. When gathered in tbis shape toere is a great waste of young oysters,
for those that are attached to the large ones are not separated until after the boat has left the
grounds or is at town, when they are thrown away as useless. At certain stages of low water

such oysters as these can be picked up by bawl. In o1her places, ordinarily in the open bays,

oysters are found in a more scattt'ring condition, but are more readily gathered and require less
culling. In most eases tIley are procured with oyster-tongs from the lugger, as she lies at anchor

over the bed. One man usps the tongs while the other culls them; or, if there are three in the
crew, two use tongs and tile third culls for both.

This is the method with all the smaller boats which tong their own cargoes. They hanl to go
far from home, and often the men do 110t get home once a week, or eyen eyery two weeks, and

must lie exposed to many hard storms, hath wben at the reefs and ill g;oing back and forth the 40,

()(),or IOn mile8 to market. TIle owners of the larger vessels, howeY(~r, generally buy their cargoes
direct of tlle men who live in the Yicinit;y of the reefs, and l)~' maldng more trips, having tleet

vessels, can in a season make cOIlsidemhlc moue,Y. In tlw summer time, those who have been

prosperous sometimes take their wssels down tbe river about 65 miles, and pass through tortuous
channels into Mississippi ROlllHl, lll,(J lay lip for the summer season in the vicinity of Biloxi,

Mississippi.
There is a "la:r" system in vogue in many of these boats for the distribution of profits, by

which tlw boat and each man receives an equal share, after the bills are paid.

The number of boats bringing and catching oysters in tbis region is counted at two bundred
and fiTe, of which forty are of o\'er 5 tons burden. Their business is mainly done during the winter,

and in summer tliey are largely engaged in transporting fruit from the coast plantations to tbe city,
thongh some "lie up" for repairs.

These oyster-vessels are all of one class and are known, from their Mediterranean rig, as "lug­

gers." TLey are in model much like the common light·draft American center-board sloops, and

yary ill size from 1(; to 40 feet in length, the largest measuring about 8 tOllS. TLey are furtber
described in another section of this re.port.

THE OYS'l'ERl'tfEN.-In goingto the lower coast, writes lIr. Ainsworth, the luggel-s run down
the }1ississippi generally for about 60 miles, and then through smaller outlets and bayolls into

Grand Lake Bayou aDd the various gronnds on the coast. The men who are emplo;ye<l in this

fishery, ami also the sailors who own the luggers, are almost altogether Italians and Sicilians, gen·
erally of a low order. Theil' swarth~' faces, long, curly bail', unfamiliar speech, anll barbaric love
of bright colors in their clothing and about their boats, give a perfectly foreign air to the markets.
There is not an Amel'ican style of rig seen, nor bardlJ' a word of English spoken, in the whole gayly­

painted oyster fleet of Louisiana.

OYSTER-CuLTuln;.-O~-ster·plantiDgamounts to Yery little along the coast now under view,

and what is done is of the simplest character. I can form little notion of its extent or the number
of planters. The reef-oysters are taken from the natural beds by tongs in June and carried up the

haH-fresh basous, or inshore, where they are laid ant between tides until time to sell them in the
fall. This improves them s(}mewhat, but seems to be chiefly serviceable ill making them more

readily accessible for market, and so saving time. The Picayune said that in 18784,500 men were

employed in making and assisting in making such trallsplantings.
OYSTER MAR'lS IN :NEW ORL1;;ANs.-There are three separate landing places and marts for

oyster-boats in New Orleans, the Old Basin, the New Basin, and the J1'rench market levee.
To the Old and Sew Basins (chiefl~' tbe former), in the rear of the city, reached by canals from

Lake Pontcbartraiu, come the boats from the eastward, bringing ''lake'' and "reef" oysters, gen-
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crully of inferior quality, and intended to be sold to tLe canning estabIisLllucnts, ur to lw opened

for eookillg purposes. The boats :lyer;\ge 1'1ll:lJ!('!' tLan those used in t1lc riyer westward, and

usually carry uuly two mell. TlJe }lI'iee of tlte 0YBters- frt>qnelltly measured ont ill quarter·lnTrel

lJoxes slInilar to t1lose ill llse III ~lohil('-dep(,ll(lsUPOlt :he st,He of" tlw mark("t as gm"erued by the

~n)lplies receh'(>d frOIll til(> \Ye"L awl oltell got'" dOlYll to GO or GO cents a lJarrel, at which price

tilel'e is 110 profit, and tile oystermen SlOp nllJlling !lutH a rise OCCllrs. TIle un·rage price, II 0\'1('Tel',

is said to Ilaye 11l'Cn SLij(J per lmlTei last "'inter; aud G5,OOO barrels are said to IlaY(, been the total

oj n"ccipts 011 tlli,.; side of till' city. TlJi,.; \nmhll'qnal abom 170,000 lmiShels, at 3H (:ellts a l.nlsilel.

The mell who 1..H'1Ilg' o,n.;tel'~ 1m/II the east\l-artl say tllt',," must IUln~ higher prices tltan former!,Y, on

ileCOlllJt of the growilJg' :,;clln~ity of O.':;t"I:;, mal tlie longer time it ta];es to get their load. JUUlIS

more are oystl'rillg" HOI\' than lJefore tlH' \\<11'.

At tIll' len·(· 0] l}lObll e, or jn:"t below tLc famon:; ohl }'reneL market, i:s the otller awl greatelSt

oyster lalllling place, mustering ;lbOllt two hnwIred and Hnl boats, with six hundred nllll fifteen

lll'·U 01' !Uorll ill tlIC crews. 'The ('Himatl' of alJlInal receipts there at 1Hcsenl gin's 50,000 barrels,

or 125,{iOO 11ll;,.IJl'Ls, CIJlIllIJOllly >0111 at ~~ to $3.50 pel' lJarrel. All of these cOllle from west,ranl of

the delta, nIH} beillg largl'r ;llll] fiul'r an', as a rule, bongll! h.'" the saloons an<lrestaurants, and

"erYetl 10 their custollleiti OIJ llw shell.

"\VJU.IU')lEN ON 'l'lIE LEVEE.-A p('culiar feature of the busiuess on tile le,"ee consists of au

organization of wlJarfmell, who form a speeies of dose corporation to do the work of carrying tLe

oysters from the boats to the wagon of the Jllln:!Jaser, w1l0 pays tileIll 15 cents a barrel for tlJe

service. Thc lJoatmau haying sold his cargo, he then has no furtber concern; llis boat being taken

ill ehargc by the carrier, who might ue called a 'lougsl!oreman, aIllI who tleli\"ers all the oysters

and s,vceps tlw yessci and 1mts her in proper conditiOll for tlw crew. 'Vhile. there is 1I0 society of

tLt'se carriers, strictly speakin~, they manage to make their business a close corporatioll, since no

oIle is allowed to {lischargc a cargo of any kind from the luggers-oysters, oranges, or fruit­

except olle of tlJe members of the body. There is a man Wl10 is enlled tbe fOlemau, who receiYes

all the money for the carriers antI who divides tLe proceeds equally alIlong tile different catTiers,

but just, llOW tlJis is regulated, as well as many other of the uetaills of this quasiorganizatioll, is

kept as IlIssteriollsly secn't as possible. The body' is an old OJle and now cOilsists of about fifty

mcn ill all, mostly SiciliaI)s and low· grade Italian;;, and, as near as I call judge, the annual receipts

fOT the carriers amount to abont $35,000, leyied on the o~'sters, oranges, melons, anti "arions

fruits, Some ycars ago the cit~, desig'nated a mun to aet as foreman, and he ueltl the post for 22

years, lIot giving it lip untililis (ll'ath, when he was succeeded by bis SOIl, who now lJas the place.

The system is begilluiug to be felt as an unwarralltab1e incuhus on the trade, aDd a. monopoly

wlJich sLou1{lbe oPllosed. In consequeuce it doubtless will soou be broken HJl, aml each pur

dwsl'r will ]a1l11 his OW11 oysters, or the boatmeu deliyt'l' them to the wagons at ]t'ss cost than

now. The lm-ec is leased by tlJe dty to a firm, wJlieh collects $20 It yeHl' wharfage hom tIl('
luggers.

SHIP;\:mNTS OF OYSTERS FRO?I 1\I~W ORLEA~S,-Thc shipment of oy"sters inlaul from ::-'cw

Or'leans lJas hitherto been of ycry slllall aCCollut, awl prillcipally' of fresh oysters. 1\0\\', lJO\\"l'n'l'.

at least two c<luning establishl1lllnts ba,'c been started ill the city', which malic a large item ill

their genc",al preSerYillg business or eooked amI l1ermetieally sealed oysters, prepared substau

tially us in Baltimore. Seyemlbrand::; baye becn put upon tbe IlHll'het witll good satisfaction,

8ellill~ at $2.50 p€!' uozeu two pound cal,s for first qualitJ, alltl 81.80 for second, and at $1.10 fur

one-pound cant\, About $100,000 wortlJ of tllese canoed oysters are said to hu"e been put UIJ

during 1880, nearly all of whicu were ta1\C1l by the traue of the eit,r anu immeuiate neighborhood.
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The cnpital inyested is, perhaps, $7;;,OGO, bnt is applied to shrimp, lohster, and fruit canning as

well as oysters. In these establishments onl,Y ahont thirty male adults are empl0.led, the openers
being girls, allont ]00 in ntllulwr, all white and clliefly German and American in nationality, who
are paill from 4 to G cents for each kpttld'l1l, a "kettle" holding two quarts. vVork is irregular,

bec:lnse of t lIe (Ii fficulty of gettillg oysters ill suffieient quantity and when needed (owing mainly
to Hie indisposition of the oyst(\rHtell to work in bad wpather), and the total earnings of the openers

aIHl employt',. LIming the" oystpr run" in the factories, will probably not exceed $20,000. These
factories han>, 1Iot lwell long enough in progress to furnish more exact information than is here

gin:'l!. Their Cnl'flcity is far in ndvancc of their present product, and they anticipate a bighly suc­
cessful fllturC', eonfidC'nt tllat tll('y can secnre the trade of t be Lower Mississippi Vfilley, to the

exclusion of oysters canTlC'd in northprtI cities.

STA.'l'ISTIcs.-In the fisheries of New Orleans it is estimated that $3S,3GO are invested. The
average price here pnid to the oystcrman is $1.25 a barrpl. The yie1<1 of the New Orleans oyster.
fishery for IS7\) was estimated at 116,100 barrels, valued at $145,125.

F.-THE FISHERY INTERESTS OF TEXAS.

211. STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION.

Summary slalement (If lJer80n8 employed.

I
Persuus t'Dlplosed. Number. i

::;:::::.:~ ..~...........I-~ ~: I
Detailed 8taleml"»t of ti'e capital invested and 1I1'p1l1'lltl/8 '!11lployed.

Apparatus specified. ! Number. V"lue.
--~~-----,.._----_._--_._---._-'-_._.-._ ..__._-.-: ---------1
:Boats ......•. ~ .. _ ~_._._ .. L __ ••••• _.~ ! 107 $1;),000 I
Oth('r:lpp:Jrntns, inrlndin{.!ol1ffits .. ----.- i.--.- .. -.... -I 4-,400 I

Cannmics nml other shore pt'oI)erty_ .. -~ W·._ L.:..=-=-:":'~I __ ~3.000 I
Total. __ __ i._ _.\ 42.400

DI,taileel sialement Ilf Ihe qual/ti/ils aM/fallflS oj the products.

i Prodll(·ts ~pectftrd. Poun,lB. V.duc.
l---'~'-- ----.-.~.---,,_..'__ 00__-

iCrabs. _ _.• __ •.•• 0 i 36. COO I $900
'Grecnturtle .•. _•........ __ _.. _ ) 24,000 720

: Mullet .. _.. -._ .. __ ..•... _ _..•...•.. : 8, 000 ! 240

i~~~~;·.·.~~~~:·.-_-_·_~·.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::i .::~~~ I ~~:: I
!.A.JlottcrapeCies _.••.••.•.•.• __ •....• _ 1__2.484,000 1__~I,liOO I

I Total .. _ - _.. _..•. - - ) 0.858, S7i> I 128, 000 I
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FISHERMEN.-Oll tue coast of Texas there are 2flO profcssioLal fisllCrmcn, Of this number
126 are 5\eine fishermen ami 165 oystermen.

ArrARATUS.-Tbc boats usetl on this coast, both for llsuillg' and oystering', arc \'Cry roughl,!
and simply lmilt. Those used for earrsing fish aud o,\,,,ters to market are sloop· rigged, flat·bot·

tomed boats, uecked oyer f'or"unl aull aft, but open in the center where the cargo is stored. TlJey
are built as flat alHl beamy as possible in onier that tucy may flOlt ill tllC ycry shoal water so
common in all the bays 011 the coast of' Texas. They a\'erage 24 feet in lengtll and 8 in width,

and draw but a few inches of water. It is to the decided interest of tue fisIJermen not to allow
their boats to register 5 tons, for, by so doing, tLey escape the duty which otherwise would be

imposed by tire custom·house officers. Besides these boats, the seine· fishermen h:we :-malJpl' 1lOMs

with whidl 1hl'.)' layout their seines. They are built ou tbe same model as the sloops and are
similar to tbo"e in use on the Floriua coast. These latter boats arc so rougbly made tbat they

are not deemeu worthJ' of receiving a coat of paint, and, as a substitute, a covering of coal tar is

smcared over tbem.
There are 42 seines in nse. Their avera,ge length is 100 fatlloms, and tllcir deptIJ [j feet, with

an averuge mesll of 1 inch. Each seine is hundled by three or four men. TllC nets are in use for

about nine mouths of the Jear, from September to Uay. Hedfish, sbeepshcad, aml sea trout are
cllieflJ- caugilt. The annual catch of each seine is 20,000 pounus.

OYSTER~IEN.-Thereare some oyster beds on the coast, employing, as before stated, aue hun­

dred amI six(}'·five men, who own fifty·five boats and sell tileir oJsters principally at Gulyeston.
RELATIVE IlI1PORTANCE OF THE FISHERIEs.-There is comparatiycly ,pry little done in the

fishing business on the Texan coast, and very littlll ,ariety in the modes of fishillg or in the \'ariety

of tire fish caught. Fishillg at sea with hook and Iille for the deep-watcr fishes, such as red snap·
pel's, groupers, &c., has neyer been attempted by Texan fishermen, although there is e,er;\, reason

for supposing that t;uch an experiment would be successful, as the above named species are known
to occur off the coast. .Nor have tlre attempts at sea·beach seining been very great, partly because
the same kinds of tish which can be caught there are found in greater abundance in tire bay

waters, ~nd partly because the seines used in inside waters are Dot suitable for fishing in the surf

outside. Consequently thero are but few of the deep sea fish and of the migratory coast species to
be found in the Texan markets. Among the comrnOll Gulf fishes wanting, the following are the

most conspicuous: Pompauo, wlIich are but verr rarely taken; bluefish, these are extremel;.\' rare;
Spanish mackerel, taken occasionally with hook and line; reu snapper:,;, these are ucver urought

to the markets; groupers, all ldnds of this fish are unknown to the lllfljorit.y of the fishermen;

and bonito, whicb are almost unknown.
ApPARA.TUS A.:KD METHoDs.-In the vicinit;r of GalvestDll the seine·fishermcn work steadily

from September nntil May for fish, devoting the summer months to tile capture of bIrrimp. At
other points on tLo coast the seiners are 1Iot professional fishermen, bnt are farmers and men who

fish for their own provision when other work is not luessillg. The seiues are of peculiar shap<" as

the water is very shoal and tbe bottom muddy. There are liO leads or weights attached to tIJc
bottom lines of the net, at; before lIoticed; the~' are set from small boats, and these 'aet as teude: s

to the sloops which carry the fish to market.
A gang is absent about a week on a trip; its success is varied; sometimes 20 barrels are

brought home and again only 1 or 2. Those fislJing for the Houston market make daily trips.
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At Indianola antll\Iatagonla Bay are seyeral ere\;'" of Gah~eston fishennen; these send tileir
catcile;; home twice a ',eek by the "temuer", pl.viug' lJetween those points.

Gill-urts are ne,er llsrd 011 this coast, the :scille heiug the ouly cOlltriYHlH.:e that Las r,er

lll'm-ed a success, A jlOLllld llet was lJrollght to Gah'eston fl'om Ne'\' England alld was tLorouglJl~'

teste(1. H pron·tl a complete failure, for the crabs, &c., destroJ'cd the netting faster tlJan it coulLl
he mpail'(·(l. TIle jlnrtips who made tlJis experimcnt-2Uessrs. Sadler auel ]\1m'lIur-thillk that a

pound eoustl'l1ctcd of wire netting ,,'auld pa~·. At present tlJe GJ1Yeston dealers find it diflkult
to fill tIldi' orders recei\'ed from the inland country, and tlJe packing establishments lJaye the
same trouble.

III GalH'stoll Bay th;h are quite scarce, while at Matagorda Bay, where there are onl.y a few
fisllCrmel1 a11(111ets, they are plentiful. The negroes and boys catclJ some fish from the wharves
with hook and liue or witlJ east-Det. These are sold abOll t the adjaccnt tOWll or village, and, if
slIlllmed up, wOllltl, in the coursc of a ,)-ear, alllouut to a cOllsiderable llllluber.

Tbe fbli markets are snpplied entirely uJ' seine-fishermen, who fish in the uayous and uays.
Tile llrincipal kinds of fish (~aught an~ redfish, sheepshead, sea-tront, munet, and croakers. 'the

redfish at'!J the most almndant and appear t;> be the f,n'orite food-fish of the State. They remain
ill the :sllOal ,vater tlJronghout the year, and at certain seasons arc in most excellent condition.

OYSTER IlISIIERIBB.-TlIe oj'ster supply at Galveston and a few other }loints on the western

part of tlIe coast is Yery goo(l, and the oysters are of very fine quality. In tlJC north and eastern
parts of the bay the oysters are ullfit for the market, being small and poor, but in the west arm of

tIte baJ- they are unsurpassed.

Tue inferiority of the oysters in sOllle parts is SUI)posed to be the result of ,'ery sudden and
\lecided changes in the character of the water; that is, from clear salt water to mUlldy fresh water,

and 'rice 'ursa. Uutil a few years ago all GalYeston oJ~sters were liable to these changes. Since

the canal was cut from Brazos Ri"cr to the west arm of Galveston Bay, the stream of fresh water
constantly flowing into the b3j' 1I3s preserved 3t that point lUI equality in the character of the

water wbiel1 bas effectell a great impro,ement iu the quality of the oysters at that point. The
whole supply now comes fmm west bay, and there is said to he an ahundance for years to come.

In Matagorda Ba~' oysters are not found in any great abundance, excepting in the extremities

farthest remon·d from the moutl1 of Colorado Rinr, whose waters are impregnated witl1 a yellow

mud wUh:h i:s considered detrimental to the growtu of oysters. Yet ill some places qUHutities of

fine oysters are to be found. These points are seldom visited by oystermen, there being no regular
trade at the villages near by. Farther down the coast plenty of oysters may be found, but there

is only in tilat region a small demand for them. Nothing bas been done on this coast towards the

cultin\tioll of oj·sters.

At Galn~ston oysters are br011ght to market in small sailing vessels of 2 or 3 tons measul'e.­
m('ut. Three men accompany each boat. The oysters are gathered bJ' llleaDS of tongs, which are

the only instruments used. TheS are !'Jeut to the dealers in harrels. Some few are shipped inland
out of the shell, ill tin cuns, and a few to the nearest places in the shell. The supplJ~at this market
<loes not meet the demand.

LAy.-Among the seine fishermen the proceeds of the catch are divided into equal shares,

the seine and uoat receiying one share amI each man one share; there being usually four men ill
tlle crew, the proceeds arc dhTided into five equal parts. Oystermen work on a similar "lay";

their hoats, however, receive a full 8hare, and the tongs and full outfit arc furnished as a part of
the boat.
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STATIS1'ICS.-It is estimatetl that $f),OOO are invested in the fisheries, $10,000 ill the oyster
business, and $12,000 in packing estaulislJments; this gives as the total sum in.-estell $31,400.

The fishermen receh"c from 3 ceuts to ;) ('cnts a ponnd for their jislJ, amI the oystermen, on an
a\"erage, $1 a barrel. Gn-l'll turtles sell at 3 centR a pound, amI shrimp at ~5 cents a bucket.
The canning of shrimp at this point i:,; e1sewuPl'e <1escribetl.

213. PROFESSOR JORDA~'S ACCOC:XT or TilE FISIlEIUES OF CrALVESTOX AXD
YlCINlTY.

ApP.A.llA1'US A:ND JlIETIIODs.-There are in Gal,cstoll about fifty boats and ten (, wagoil.s·'

eugaged in the capture of fitlh lIlHI tllll'im}l. Some of these are idle from time to time, so that an
average of perhaps forty are steadily elllpl()~·eu.

The boats arc all, or nearly all, of the" Italian" style-the lleck half con-retl. They are all
cat rigged, and range in size fi'om about three·fourths of a ton to Lt tons. :Xone of toem are

speciall.r adapted. for rough water, and they do not yellture outside the bay, excelJt in n'l'.\ calm
weather. There was formerl.y a single" lateen:' or "lugger-rigged" boat here, but the st~-le lias
been discarded.

The fishing is nearl.r all done hy means of sl'inl's, and these seines are n>ry suallaw, runging
from 4 to 7 feet in <1el)th, anu prooaol,)' not an:ragiug oYer 5 to .'i~. The net is not "paid out" from

the boat in most cases, but is t,tken out by walling and hnuled ill o\~er shallow saUd-flats. As a r('/,;ult,

onl.y species relllainiug Yer.y close to shore are usnall~' taken, and there is therefore Yery little \'arie.t~"

in the markets. The boats go to yarious distances from 1 to 30 miles from Galnstoll, the best
fishilJg grounds now being around the west end of the island of Gah-eston, nearl,)' 30 miles from
the cit,y.

The" wagon-fishing" is ehiefl;y done on tlll' south coast of the island, in the surf. The wagon

is used to haul the nets out from town and to bring back the fish. The nets are put out by \\~ading

ill the sballow surf. Most of the fishing from the boats is done iu tIle latter balf of the night;

from the wag:>ns, ill the afterlloon~

Occasionally hand-fishing is doue on the sand reef outside tile bay, and a few red snapper,
jewlish, and similar species arc taken here. In the summer, Spanish mackerel are taken with

book. There are also numerous persons, chiefly negroes, who flsh with lIand·lincs in tlJe surf,
using mullet as bait. The.r catch redfish (&imna ocellata), Ariu8 feliS, aIJd 111enticirrU8 littoralis

chiefly, the redftslI being always the species desired. Casting-nets (circular, with a lead-line
around the outer margin) are occasionally used, but chiefly to secure mullet as bait. No gill-nets
are ill use. There was formerly a pound·net, but the large fish, sharks aud tarpllm (J[e.Qalo]Js), tore

it up so much that it was remo,-ed.

FISHERMEN.-Abollt one hundred and fifty men in GalYestoll are el1Jpl()~'eu more or less
regularly as fishermen. Nearly all are of the race known here as H Dagoes," men from tlle Mediter­
ranean (Genoa, Palermo, Malta, Trieste, Dalmatia, and Greece). Therc are two Americans, and

so far as known to me, no negroes and no persons from northerll Eurolle. Most of them work on

shares for the owners of the boats and nets. In some cases, the hoat takes two sl1Ures aIHl encll of

the two fishermen one.

PRODUCTS.-A fair estimate of the total annual catch at Galveston is MO,OOO to 350,000
pound",. A little les8 tban half of tbis (150,000 pounds) is brought into the fish market in the

morning and sold, wholesale and retail, at an m'crage price of 7 cents per Jlound. Abont as much

more is shipped into the interior of Texas on ice. Some 2,000 pounds a week are rec('ive{l 011 the
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steamers from Indianola. ~lost of this is also shipped into the interior, but little coming to the
Galveston market.

The l1s11 brought to the market are placed on the stalls by the fisllermen and are SOOll bought
up at prices varying with the supply, by a number of Italians known as specalators, wltO sell them

to the PU111i0; all left unsold at!) o'clock a. m., being put on ice till the next uay. The tiemaud
and supply are far greater on Sunday and Friday than on the other days of the ,,-eek, a]){l yery
small on Saturday and Monday. TlJe species seen in market in spring are the following, giwu in
ordrr of their ahunda,nce:

Sdmna ocellata. Redfish of the Colorado. (Up to 38 pounds.)

Cynoscion maeulatum. Speckled trout.
.111l!Jil albula. Mullet. (Little esteemed.)
Pogonias chromis. Drum. (Ch_eap.)
Bairaiella punctrtta. Yellow·fin.
,1Ticro]JofJon unaulatus. Oroaker; ronco.
])ip/oaus probatoCfplta[us. Sheepshead.

LiostolnuS xantlturus. Flat croaker.
Pomada~y.yfuh·omaculatus. Pigfish.
,lfenticirrus alburnus. vVh;ting.

The abuye of daily occurrence.
Tylosurus lOll!J'irostrilJ. Needle-fish.
Paral-ichthys ilentat1ls. Flounuer. (Mostly speareti.)
A rius felis. Sea-cat.
.dJ:lul'iclttltys marinus. Sea-kitten; blne-backeu cat. (RuI'ely except by negroes.)
jl'lenticiu'Us littomlis. Surf whiting.

Ohretodipterus faber. Half-moon.
Trygon sayi. Stingaree.
Diplof1us rllOmboiiles. •

Centropolllus undecimalis. Bobalo. (A magnificent fish when baked.)
Triclliurus kpturus. Silyer eel.
Hemirlwmphu.Y 'I1nif118Ciatus. Smear.

Clu]Jea chrysoclilol'ts. Skipjack.

Brevoortia patronus j and other th,u little esteemed, occasionally brought in, a.;; also some­
times different river fish.

To this list the pompano, the Splwish mackerel, the crevalIe, and some species of eel are to be

added in summer.
Sl'ATISTICS FOR DIFI~ERENTLOC.A.LITIES.-At Indianola, on Matagorda Bay, are some seventy­

five to eights fishermen, who take about 200,000 pounds of fish yearly, nearly half of this being
shipped by steamer to Gah>eston, the rest being consumed in Indianola or sent by rail into the
interior.

At Eockport and Corpus Chri~ti Ba,,}' some fisbing is done, perhaps 50,000 ponnds per year.
At Brazos Santiago, on IJaguna "Madre, a number of men fish for the markets of Brownsville

antll\latamoras, abont 100,000 pounus being taken yead'y.
];'roID Brazos Santiago, the robalo (a. undecimalis), which is there one of the most important

food-fish, is often sent by steamer, on ice, to Galveston. It reaches a weigbt of 20 pounds, and is
jnstly prized.

There is no fishing of importance elsewhere on the coast ofTexas.
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The total catch nt the ~arious places is as follows:

Location.

Gal~e.ston ._~ .. _..... , .. _

InuisIlola "." .. _ .

Corpm Chri'ti .
IhazlI!'; Rantiago _.. _ .

,----!
(i,JO.OOO

587

Vlllue, as soM by fishermen, $32,500.
There are also some 100 pounds of shrimp tnken daily at Galveston. The o~'ster trade is also

important.




