

















526 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

and many fishermen never cross the bar. When Matanzas Inlet is visited only three trips are
made in a week, but when fishing nearer home it is customary to go out oftener. After securing
as many fish as can be sold the fishermen start for home, and by daybreak each has his catch
spread out upon his stall in the market. As the customers arrive they make their own selections
of such fish as they desire. These are at once strung in bunches of 4 to 6 pounds each, the average
price being only 10 to 15 cents a string, while the hotels are supplied at an average of $1.50 per
bushel. :

EXTENT OF THE FISHERIES AT SAINT AUGUSTINE.—There were ten men, with five boats,
engaged regularly in the fisheries during the winter of 187980, and the average daily catch was
about 50 strings to a boat, In addition to the regular fishermen a few negroes go ont occasionally,
selling their catch in the same manner as the others. As the season advances the visitors return
to their homes in the North, and the demand becomes so much lighter that some of the fishermen
naturally turn their attention to other work, and a few engage in the capture of turtle or shrimp.

THE GREEN-TURTLE FISHERIES. —The green turtle make their appearance in the waters of
Saint Augustine Harbor in May and remain till November; they are most plenty during the months
of July, August, and September. Daring this season two gill-nets are set for them in the waters
opposite the city. It is said that in 1878 about 700 turtle, weighing 16,000 pounds, were taken,
and 350, weighing 8,000 pounds, were caughtin 1879. The turtle here are smaller than those farther
south, averaging only 20 to 25 pounds apiece. They are usually sold at once to the residents of the
city at from 15 eents to $1.50 each. For the past two or three years a few have been penned and
saved for the winter trade, when they bring about 10 cents per pound.

THE 8HRIMP FISHERIES.—Shrimp and prawn are abundant during the summer months on the
various mud flats in the locality. Three men are engaged regularly in this work, catching their
supply chiefly during the hours of low water at night. The yearly catch is about 600 bushels,
valued at $700. The shrimp are sold locally. At the beginning of the season the price is 10 cents
per quart, but it soon drops to 5 cents, or 3 quarts for a dime; and when the seasou is well
advanced they sometimes sell for 15 cents a peck. None are shipped, and not more than 20 bushels

are dried.
191. THE FISHERIES OF MOSQUITO LAGOON.

Lying to the southward of Saint Augustine is another lagoon, some 60 miles in length, con-
necting with the oecan through a small inlet. This opening, kuown as Mosquito Inlet, and situated
about midway from either end of the lagoon, is so shoal that even vessels of small size can seldow
enter. The northern arm of the lagoon is known as Halifax River, and the appropriate nawe of
Mosquito Lagoon has been applied to the southern one. Until recently the eountry was almost
uninhabited, and there are now but four or five settlements in the region, all of which are very
small and unimportant. -

The waters abound in fish of various kinds, and mullet are said to be remarkably abundant.
Owing, however, to the lack of transportation, the fisheries are little developed, the only products
shipped from the locality in 1879 being 150 green turtle, a few barrels of salt mullet, and 300 or
400 dried mullet roes. The fishing is wholly by means of cast-nets, each farmer going to the vicinity
of the inlet in November or December to secure his yearly supply of mullet, which he salts and
packs for family use. Seven men are engaged in the green-turtle fishery with gill-uets for about
twe months. The catch in the winter of 1879-°80 was about 200 turtle, equal to 7,000 pounds,
valued at $770. These were sent to New York and Philadelphia through Jacksonville parties.
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192, THE FISHERIES OF INDIAXN RIVER.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INDIAN RIVER COUNTRY.—Indian River, lying just south of Mos-
quito Lagoon, and connecting with it by means of an artificial canal, is a sheet of water 150 miles
in length. It has two inlets in its lower portion, the first known as Indian River Inlet and the
second as Jupiter Inlet. These are obstructed by shifting sand-bars, where the water varies in
depth from year to year. The inlets are at present too shoal to admit the ordinary coasting vessels,
and in 1879 even the smaller fishing vessels could not enter.

The section is guite isolated from the outside world. It is cut off from the ocean by the shoal-
ness of the water, and has communication with Jacksonville by means of small river steamers
during only a portion of the year. TUntil 1865 the country was little better than a wilderness, and
at present there are but six post-offices along the entire shore, some of the settlements having only
five or six families, while the largest have but fifty.

THE GREEN TURTLE FISHERIEsS.—The first fishing in the region was for green turtles
{Chelonia mydas). This began at Indian River Inlet prior to the war, the catch being exchanged for
merchandise with the coasting and Government vessels that visited the locality. Turtles are
more abundant at this point than at any other on the Atlantic coast. They are said to be present
in the river during the greater part of the year, but it is only in winter that the absence of saw-
fish { Pristis antiquorum) and several of the larger species of sharks will warrant the fishermen in
engaging in their capture, They are taken in nets similar to the ordinary gill-nets, though neces-
sarily of heavier material. These have 11-inch mesh and arve set directly across the channel, the
turtle being entangled in them while moving back and forth. The fishing begins early in September
and lasts until late in December. The best cateh was made in 1878, when eight men caught 1,600
turtle, In 1879 sixteen men caught 1,400 in nmuber, weighing about 75,000 pounds, and netting
the fishermen $38,000. Of late the catch is being shipped to the Northern markets through Jack-
sonville agents, and the price realized, after deducting expenses of transportation and commission,
averages about 11 cents per pound. The largest turtle taken in Indian River, according to the
fishermen, weighed 273 pounds, but the average for those taken in 1879 was only 50 or 60 pounds.

UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH A CANNERY AT THE INLEI.—The first fishing
business of importance in this locality was in 1806, when a company was formed in New York for
the purpose of establishing a cannery on Indian River for putting up turtles, fish, and oysters.
It was also the intention to run fish in ige from this point to New York by means of a steamer.
The steamer was properly equipped and sent to this region, but was wrecked in crossing the bar
on her arrival, and, after two seasons of poor management, the business was abandoned.

EXTENT OF THE FISHERIES OF THE REGION.—From the date of the failure of the New York
enterprise to 1878 there was little fishing at Indian River. At that time, however, the smack
Lillian, of Noank, came to the inlet with seines and boats, and began fishing for the Savannah
market. Pens, in which the fish could be kept alive during the absence of the smack, were built
in the water, and a crew of men were stationed on the shore to seine the fish, Another crew
remained on board the smack to “run?” the catch to market. When the vessel could not enter the
inlet the fish were towed out in cars and placed in her well. In 1870 another vessel accompanied
the Lillian to the inlet, but she soon abandoned the fishery and returned to the North. This
season the smack had but one crew, and was anchored off the shore in charge of the cook, while
the captain and men went inside to seine the fish. On account of the lack of time no attempt was
mnade to keep the fish, and they were usnally packed in ice for the trip. The fishery has been
very profitable, and there has usually been no difficulty in securing a load in two or three days.
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Aside from the vessel and turtle fisheries already mentioned, there are no fisheries of impor-
tance, and the fishing is wholly for family use, each man securing his own supply. Mullet and
other species are occasiopally salted by the farmers for home use, but they have such crude ideas
of the proper methods of curing fish that they are seldom able to keep them for any length of
time. Their poor suceess has cansed many to believe that fish cannot be saved with salt in that
climate. It is, indeed, a prevalent idea all along the eoast south of Charleston, S. C., that the salt-
ing of fish in pickle is ouly an experimont at best, and almost no one thinks of salting any beyond
those for use on their own tables; for this reason, though many edible species, including the
mullet, sheepshead, aud trout, are abundant, the fisheries are of little tinancial importanee to the

people of this region.

193. THE VARIOUS FISHING CENTERS OF THE SAINT JOHN'S RIVER.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FISHERIES OF THE SAINT JOHN'S RIVER.—Fishing in the Saint John’s
is confined largely to the captare of shad (C. sapidissima), mullet (M. albula and M. braziliensis),
and trout (C. macwlatum), though many other species are taken for both pleasure and profit in
various localities. The banks of the stream are, as a rule, low and swampy, and the fishing is
therefore confined to the few higher areas, where small settlements usually ocenr. Only eight or
ten of these are large enough to merit the unpretentious title of village, while but two are towns of
any note. The principal fishing centers on the river are Mayport, New Berlin, Jacksonville,
Palatka, Lake George, Lake Monroe, and Lake Harney. The fishing interests of these places will
be described separately. :

MAYPORT.—Mayport is a village of about one hundred and thirty inhabitants, at the mouth
of the river. It is settled largely by people of Spanish descent, and has few attractions other than
those due to location. The principal business during the summer months is fishing, and nearly all
are more or less dependent upon it for a livelihood. Mayport boasts the oldest shad fisheries in
Florida, and was the only place in the State prior to the rebellion where this fishery was prose-
cuted, The shad were first taken at this point in 1858 by Capt. Charles Waterhouse, of Saybrook,
Conn., who had fished regularly in the Savannah River for several years. Owing to the scarcity
of fish at this particular time he decided to try the Saint John’s, whither he proceeded with two
nets. TFrom the first the fishery proved very profitable, and it has been continuously prosecuted
to the present time, with the exception of the “war period.” In 1879 there were fourteen shad-
nets, two mullet-nets, three haul-seines, and five trout-nets. The total value of the fishery products
for 1879, at local rates, was $7,320. The shad are now taken in gill-nets from the last of November
to the 1st of April, and the entire catch goes to the fish dealers of Savannah, who own an interest
in the nets.

The bulk of the mullet are taken with haul-seines between the 10th of August and the middle
of December, when they are passing out of the river. Three-fourths of the cateh goes to Savannah
and the remainder to Jacksonville.

The trout fishing is with gill-nets in April and May, the catch going largely to Jacksonville.

There is also a limited amount of ¢stop-fishing” in summer. This consists simply in stopping
the mouth of a creek or lagoon with netting at high water to prevent the fish from eseaping, and
- in taking them out of the deeper holes at low water by means of cast-nets.

NeEw BErLIN.—The little village of New Berlin, locally known as “ Yellow Bluffs,” is situated
on the Saint Johuw’s River, about 9 miles above its mouth, and is, next to Jacksonville, the largest
fishing town in East Florida. It was settled largely by fishermen from Connecticut, who came to
this poiut with gill-nets in 1866 to engage in the shad fisheries during the winter months. It has,
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therefore, next to Mayport, the oldest shad fisheries in the State. The town has at present a pop-
ulation of about one hundred aud fifty, all of whom are largely dependent on the fisheries during
a greater part of the year. Many of these are Northern fishermen, who spend their winters in
Florida and return to Connecticut in the spring to engage in the shad fisheries of that State.

In 1866 there were four nets at New Berlin; in 1876 the number had increased to fourteen, and
in 1878 to forty. In 1879 there were only thirty-five shad-nets, and at the present time (1880) there
are thirty shad, twelve mullet, and five trout-nets owned in the village. The total value of the
catch for 1880, at local prices, was about £10,770. Two-thirds of the shad and three-fourths of the
mullet go to Savannah, and the balance of the catch, including trout and mixed fish, goes to Jack-
sonville, or the larger cities of Georgia and South Carolina.

JACKSONVILLE.—dJacksonville. the largest city of Florida, was laid out as a village in honor
of Andrew Jackson in 1822, When half a century old it contained less than 1,500 inhabitants, but
within the last few years it has come to be the commercinl center of the State, and has at present
a population of 12,000. It is situated on the right bank of the Saint John’s River, about 25 miles
above ifs mouth, and has fair rail and water connectious with all parts of the country.

Prior to 1868, according to Messrs. Melton & Tait, the fishing at Jacksonville was chiefly with
hook and line for local use. Two or three drag-seines were also fished for mullet during the season,
and the catch was salted for exportation to the West Indies. At that time shad-nets were intro-
dnced into the locality, and from fthat date the fisheries gradually increased, until, in 1879,
there were one hundred and twenty men either catching or bandling fish during some portion of
the year. There were forty shad, thirty mullet, and three bass nets, with seven haul-seines and
# dozen or more shrimp-nets, owned in the city. The catch, aceording to the most reliable esti-
mates, amounted to 43,000 shad, 146,000 mullet, 6,300 bass, 37,000 strings of mixed fish, and 800
bushels of shrimp, having a total value of $23,000.

The shad fishing begins early in December and lasts till the following April, when about thirty
fishermen leave for the North to engage in the fisheries of the Connecticut and other rivers. The
remainder, mostly colored, fish with hook and line or cast-net, or work on shore until June, when:
the mullet arrive in sufficient numbers to warrant them in engaging in the fishery. This fishery
is prosecuted to a limited extent from this date, but the height of the season is between August
and December. Mullet are nsually present in small numbers during the entire year.

Bass-nets are fished from December to May, the favorite grounds being Doctor’s Lake, about
20 miles above the city. The bass taken average about 10 pounds in weight. The haul-seines are
fished in all the little ereeks and bays along the river, for 10 or 12 miles on either side of the eity.

The principal species of the Jacksonville market are mullet (Mugil albule and M. braziliensis),
shad (Clupea sapidissima), trout (Cynoscion maculatum), bass (Sciena ocellata), croakers (Micro-
Pogon undulatus), sheepshead (Diplodus probatocephalus), drum (Pogonias chromis), sailor’s choice
{applied to numerous species, but more particularly to Lagodon rihomboides), flounders (Pscudorhom-
bus dentatus), yellow-tails (Bairdiella chrusure), and whiting (Menticirrus alburnus), together with
fresh-water trout (Mieropterus prUidus), and bream and perch of various kinds.

Three-fourths of the shad and half of the mullet and bass are shipped, and the remainder are
consumed locally. Of those shipped, & few shad and bass go to the Northern markets, but the
greater part are sent to the interior of Georgia and South Carolina.

PALATKA.—Palatka, the only village of any importauce on the Saint John’s above Jackson-
ville, is situated abont 100 miles from the mouth of the river, in the midst of a large fruit-growing
section. It is the center of steamboat navigation for the upper Saint Jobn’s and Ocklawaha
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Rivers. The village is near a narrow portion of the river, locally known as “#The Devil’s Elbow,”
which is one of the best points for the capture of shad and mullet in this part of the State.

The first fishing of importance at this place was by Capt. C. B. Smith, of Connecticut, in the
winter of 1871-'72, He was remarkably successful, and shipped large numbers of shad to the
Northern markets, and also sent a considerable number of mullet to Jacksonville. From that
date hie came yearly to Palatka with an increased number of men, and it is said that during the
season of 1874775 he caught 55,000 shad with six nets. Up to 1876 he had the fishing all to
himself, but at this time the inhabitants, seeing the value of the fishery, made preparations to
take part in it. In the seasou of 1879-'80 there were ten nets, with twenty men, engaged exclu-
sively in the shad fisheries, landing about 12,000 fish. There is considerable fishing with hook and
line for fresh-water trout, and several tons are brought to Palatka for market each winter. Mullet
are very abundant during the greater part of the year, and especially so between July and
September, though little attention is paid to their capture, and almost none are shipped.

WELAKA AND LAKE GEORGE.—Welaka is a small river landing, with two stores, in the
beart of a fruit-growing regiou, 25 miles above Palatka. It is situated on a narrow part of the
river, a few miles below the point where it expands to form Little Lake George. This is a shoal-
water lake, 4 wmiles wide by 7 long. A few miles farther up the stream is Lake George, the
prettiest and clearest shieet of water on the entire river. This lake is 12 miles wide by 16 to 20
miles long, and abounds in fish of various species, being seemingly the summer home of large
numbers of mullet. There are several salt springs in various parts of the lake, and the fishermen
claim that many of the mullet spawn there instead of taking the long trip to the sea.

Between Welaka and Lake George there is a limited fisbery for shad, mullet, and “foul-fish,”
employing twelve men during a portion of the year; but the fishing, with the exception of that
during the shad season, is very irregular, and the chief aim is to catch “foul-fish” (including
catfish, gizzard-shad, and gar-fish, and other worthless species), which are sold as a fertilizer at &8
aton. The fishing for mullet and foul-fish is not confined to any particular locality, the nets being
set either in the lake or river; buat the shad are principally taken in the narrower places along the
stream.

In 1879 there were three shad nets, six mullet-nets, and one- haul-seine fished in this section.
The cateh was about 4,500 shad, 20,000 mullet, and 600 barrels of foul-fish, the whole baving a
value of $1,500. *

Probably no point on the Saint John’s River affords better facilities for an extensive mullet
tishery than Lake George. Fish of large size are reported to be remarkably abundant during the
entire year, and it is said that they can be taken in any quantity desired. At present, as has been
stated, there are but six small nets, and these are fished only occasionally, a few mullet being sent
fresh to Palatka, the others being consumed locally. The distance from a suitable market might
interfere with any extensive shipping of fresh mullet, but it seems probable that any party familiar
with the proper methods of salting and curing fish could establish a very profitable business in
the salting and shipping of mullet to other States, especially to those of North and Sounth Carolina.

Laxe Monror.—Lake Mouroe, a sheet of water 5 miles wide by 10 long, is simply another
cxpansion of the Saint John's River, 240 miles above its mouth. On the banks of this lake are
the settlements of Melonville, Sanford, and Enterprise, all villages of small size, although among
the largest in this portion of the State. They are coming into favor as winter resorts, and several
good hotels have been recently built.

The first fishery of importance in this region was in 1874, when parties from Palatka estab-
lished & shad fishery on the bar at the upper end of the lake, salting their catch or shipping it to
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Jacksonville and Palatka in ice. This fishery has been occasionally prosecuted by Northern fish-
ermen since that time, and during the winter of 1879 one seine was fished regularly on the Dbar,
the catch, which amounted to 2,500 shad, being sold to the hotels in the locality. The fishing
season lasts from the 1st of December to the middle of April. Another seine and two or three
gill-nets are owned in the region, but the fishing is very irregular and mostly for family use.

LAKE HARNEY.—Lake Harney, about 265 miles above the mouth of the Saint John’s, is the
lighest point on the river where the fisheries have been prosecuted, and even here the fishing has
been very limited. The lake, which is only 5 or 6 miles in diameter, is so shoal that a common
seine will secrape the bottom in almost every part. It was first visited four or five years ago by
Palatka parties, who were suceessful in faking a large number of shad and mullet, which they
salted and shipped to Jacksonville.

In the winter of 187980 two crews came from Jacksonville, with seines aud other necessary
apparatus, to catch fish for shipment in ice to that market; but after three or four weeks they
gave up the work, owing to the unusually high water which covered the surrounding country and
allowed the fish to escape into the grass of the swamps. The catch amounted to almost nothing,
thongh under ordinary circumstances the lake is said to be an excellent location for a fishery.





