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..

from the arrh'al of the fish to the close of the season, wbich usually lasts about eight weeks. A
fair estimate would be about one hundred and tweuty men, with fift,y boats, engaged regularly
during the entire season. The catch will :lYerage about four or five fish a week to the man, or one
for each fishing day. This, it must be remembered, is an average catch, for instances have occurred
within a few months where ten to twenty good-sized drum were taken in two or tbree hours by an
expert fishermaiJ, while again several days may pass without a fish being secured. The total catcb

for the season of 1880 was 3,850 fish, or about 211,000 pounds, valued at $2,700. Three·fourths of
the catch goes to Beaufort, one-fifth to Savannah, and the remainder to Port Royal and the islands

along the shore. About 700 drum are sllipped from Beaufort, the gTeater part going to Charleston.

HON. WILLIAM ELLIOT1"S ACCOUNT OF TIlE DRUl\f FISHERY.--Since the above was written

our attention has been called to the admirable little book entitled Carolina Sports, by HOil. William
Elliott, in which the drum fisheries of Broad Hiver are described. Though the volume was not
published till 1859, portiOIls of it-the chapter on the drum fisheries among others-were written
long before, some of tlJem appearing in one or more of the leading periodicals as early as 1837. As

the li::;hery as it existed at that time is shown in detail, it will be found of considerable interest

lJistoricaJ1y. I reproduce here a greater part of the article:

"In the month of April the;y [drnm} abound on the seacoast of South Carolina, and great
Illllll])crs Ilcnetrate onr inlets for the purpose of depositing tbcir spawn. The large ba,y or sonnel

known on the maps as 'Port HO,val Harbor,' but locally as 'Broad River,' is their chosen place of

resort, antI (~onstitutes the best fishing station. If you ask me why they gh'e the preference to this

particular spot, I amnver you-cOIljecturally-because, while it is the deepest and most capacious

bay along OUI' whole southern coas1, it is at tue same time the saltest, there being no important
::;tl'eams from the interior empt;rillg themselves iuto it anu neutralizing the properties of the se~

water. ..
" It is tlle largest scale fish in America. It measures ordinarily 3 feet in lengtlJ, and weighs

frolll :)(1 to 40 PlHlIJlh;. It is beautifully marked on the sides hy broad, dark transverse stripes,
a!tprllating with Ril"er, or else exllibits a uniform bright gold color, which fades, soon after it is
taken, illto the hues already deseribeu. I give the medium weigllt and size of the fish, not the

extreme. I 1I:n'e hikcll oue which measured 4 feet 6 iIlcbes in length, aud weighed 85 pounds. Out

of :!O taken by me OIl a particular day dul'ing the liresent season (April) there were 3 weighing
fl'Olll G5 to 70 pounds each. The smaller sized fi8h are excellent for table lise-their roes, especiallY1

are a great (ldicaey j the larger are onlX valuable when salted and cured like codfish, from which,
wlien llrps8ell, tlwy are scarcely distinguishable in flavor. The planters of this Ticinity are skillfnl

th;herIllcu, and much <1pvote<1 to the sport. They succeeded in takiIlg during the last season at

least U,O()\I of these jj:-;h; amI when I add, that excppt the small llUliiher (~onsllInecl ill their fami­

lies, tJIC remainder ,verQ salted and distributed among their slaves, not in lieu of~ but in addition

to 1heir ordinary snhsi8tence, .yon will perceiYe that tbi" is a case wherein the Jove of sport and
the praeticl' of charity, are singularly coincident.

•,A WIllOW for the mallner of taking them.

"The sporbiInan must provide himself with a substantial boat impelled both b.r oars and sail,

anll with at least 15 fathoms of rope to his grapnel. His line must be 30 fatboms, and furnished
with tlYO }lo\llHls of lpad, distributed in movable sinkers wbich draw up or let down, according to

tl](~ strength of the tidf'. TIc TnU8t Jay in a, good stock of crabs, clams, and prawn, for baitjand

lmnug laum:hed his boat on thp bosom of tlJis benutifnl hny, anrLcome to anchor in about five or

8ix f'athO]]18 of water, 011 gran~]]y or rocI.y bottom, be lIas done everything which can be consid­

?red as prerequisite to a successful fishing. !Iaving baited your hook with either or with a mixturo
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of these different baits (the prawn, though thirty years ago unknown as a bait for drnm, are decid­
edly the best), let out your line until it keeps the bottom, and stand prepared for a bite. The un­
pacticed sportsman who supposes that their bite will be in proportion to their size and strength,
will draw up many a naked hook before he draws a fish. They approach cautiously, and almost as
if they expected a snare. As soon as you feel him certainly at your hook, jerk with your utmost

strength, and draw quickly upon him until you have fixed the hook. in his jaws. The instant he
feels the smart he dashes off with all his force; and this is the critical moment, for if you resist
him too forcibly, he breaks your tackle or tears out :rour hook, and if you give him slack line, he
darts toward you, and shakes the hook out of llis mouth. A just medium, as Sterne sa.ys, pre·
vents all conclusions. In medio tutissi1nIM ibis. You must give him play, keeping your line tight,
yet not overstrained; preserving an equable pressure; managing yonr line with one lland, and
keeping the other in reserve, either to draw in rapidly when the run is toward you or to regulate
the velocitJ' when the run is against you, and severe_ By degrees the efforts of the fish relax, and
he is drawn to the surfaoo. At the sight of the sun he makes a fiual effort to escape, and plunges

till he has reached the bottom. The fatal hook still adheres to his jaws, and when he reappears
exhausted on the surface of the water, it is only to turn ou his back and resign himself to his fate.
A barbed iron, fastened to a wooden staff, is then struck into him and you lift your prize into the
bO~Lt. Generally speaking, you are occupied five minutes in taking a fish; but if the tide be "trong,

amI the fish large, your sport may last fifteen.
"There is great uncertainty attending this sport; the patience of the fisherman may be

severely tested. Sometimes you have the mortification to hear them drumming beneath ;vour boat,
while they stubbornly refuse to be taken, rejecting untasted the most tempting baits you can offer;
at other times they are iu better humor. As a general rule, with five lines in your boat, you lllay
count on 15 or 20 fish as the result of a day's sport. Occasionall.y, ;you have memorable lnck: 63
were taken during the present season, by a boat with seven lines, and I once knew a boat with ten

lines to take as many as 96. The best success I have met with personally was to take 40 to three
lines; 18 fish fell to my share of the sport; my two oarsmen took the remainder. Thirty fish were
all that the boat conld conveniently contain; her gunwale was but a few inches above tbe water~'

and we slung the 10 (which were de trop) alongside by a rope.
• • • • • • •

"I love all sports whether by flood or field, and have engaged in many an animating scene
of sylvan and aquatic amusement, but I have found none, devil·fishing alone excepted, possessed
of so absorbing an interest as successful drum fishing. Imagine yourself afloat on our beantiful bay,
the ocean before yon, the islands encircling yon, and a fleet of forty or fifty fisbing boats (their white

awnings glistening in the sun) riding sociably around. Suddenly a school of fish strike at some par·
ticular boat; second is engaged; the direction of the school is indicated; the boats out of the run of
the fish draw up their anchors and place themselves rapidly alongside, or iu the rear of the successful
boats, and Boon they participate in the sport. And now, two, three, a dozen, nay, twenty boats,
are engaged; in some boats 3 at a time are drawn alongside; the fish dart across each other; the
lines are entangled; the water foams with the lashing of their tails, and the fiS]lerman scarce

knows, while they flounder on the surface, which fish belongs to his own hook, which to his neigh­
bors; the barb is dashed hurriedly and at random into the yet struggling fish, and each one is
burniug with anxiety to secure his fish and return to the sport before the favorable momcnt hus
passed. The interest is intense. Isaac \'\Talton knew nothing like this. If he bad, be must have
disdaiped all smaller fry, and have abandoned the impaling of minnows and the enticement of

trout, to indulge in the snperior pleasure of drum fishing." *
._------------------

33QR F
* Carolina Sports. \V. Elliott, pp.123-129.
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SEINE FISHING IN 'l'HE LOCALITY BY THE CREW OF A NORTHERN VESSEL.-ln addition to

the local fisheries, a Northern fishing smack came to Port Royal in 1877 to seine fish for sIJipmellt
to the NortJ.lern markets, but after a year's fishing at various points between Charleston and Fer·
nandina the business was abandoned by the crew, who pronounced it a failure fillanciaIl.,Y.

A NEW :BEDFORD WHALER VISITS THE REGION.-A whaling vessel, the Charles W. Morse,

Oaptain Hazard, of New Bedford, came to this region in the fall of 1878, to cruise along the shore,
making her headquarters at Port Royal. Meeting with good success, she returned the following
season and was again fairly successful. Whales are said to be now more plenty along the coast of
South Carolina and Georgia than they have been for many years.

C.-THE FISHERIES OF GEORGIA.

184. STATISTlO.AL ItECAPITULATION.

The sea 11sheries of Georgia are as 'yet almost ~holl'y undeveloped, and the State comes, next
to Eastern Florida, lowest on the list of the .A.tlantic bordering States. Immense quantities of
eclibIe fish of various species gather iu the numerons sounds and hays, and along the outer sIJore,
l,ut COlIll)aratin~l.r few are taken, rmd the people arc largel.y depenaent npon the fishermen of

'''estern Florida for their supply. In 1880 the value of all sea pro(!ucts, exclusive of oysters, was
ouly Sl!l,235. The oysters tak..m were valued at $35,000, making the total valne of the sea }lrodncts

$:;J,:t~;,. Till) river iisllcries are more fully developed, aud the Savannah, Ogecebee, and Altamaba
caell yie·lll considerable quantities of fresh-water and anadrOlIlous species. The principal fish

takcn are shad and sturgeoll; of the former 252,000 pounds and of the latter ::Y..iJ,OOO pounds were
C);l light it! 1880.

The fbllo\yilJg stat.ements show iii detail the t~X(Cllt of t.he fishery interests of (lie State for the

Yl':u'ISS0;

i.~---- -.-~._--------.'------

l PerS,Oll.s eruI)loYed. Number.

I--~----- . .------_
I:::~:~:~ =I:~;:::' .:::::: ::. :::::::: :::::::::: :::: ::::::::1 8~~
I Total···········~·~~·~~::_·~~=~~~···i~-&99 i

Deta-iled statement of capital ill vested. and apparatus cUlployed.

--------_.----..-._---_._~.. _------
. AJlparntns sJlllcified. Number. i Value I

! Ye•••l. (12 tons)~:.~~~.~~~•..-.~= ··1 1 i ~o I
: Boato .. ·························_··········

I
' 358 i 1;;' 425 1

, PouDII-ncts and hock.traps ...••.....•...••..•.. 110! 1,%0 i
, Fyl<es, pots. and baskets 1 OO! 650 I
. Gill·nets. .. -- .. -[ '2.51 I 9,120 I
, Dip-nets and cast-nets _ ) 1!7 i 685 j
; Drag.seines · .. ·· _ _l 17 j 800 j
\ 1IIiuor apparatus, lnc1udiult outfit .-.- .......•• "1- ..... "'" -.. 'I 5.5«l I
i Factories ond oilier shore property ..•.....•.••. i .•••• , ••• .. ... 32.750 I
i Additional cash capito.l ....•....•..•.• , _/==:::::.: _. '--:1,700 :

i 'IotaJcapital. j 78,770,-
I :
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De/ailed statemeut aj the qllaJltitits alld t'alues of the products.
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Prolluct8 specifietl. PouIHls. Yulue.

Grand total for fi8heQ~ proc.lucts _

Sea fisheries.
, BlueJibh ..
~ Clam. (banI) .
, Crabs .
i Mullet._ ...••.•........•. __ .. __ _..

iO.".ters ..
i Shrimp .
I Spotted sen-tront .. - _ _ .

i Squeteague. _ -•..... _ .

i ~:;::~~~.~~~~;~~~: ::::::::.::.:::::::: .

5,000 100
24,000 1,630

7, ~OO 1~5

106,000 4,100
490,000 35,000

06,000 4,000
9{),00') 1, BOO
32,000 480

19.800 1,650
1~2, 000 5,320

Total sea prol1uct!5- .. _.....

River Jrsherics.
Alt'wivC8

SL'Hl. ......
Stlngeon .. __ ... __

All attN' ,"Pt~t..'iPl't....•. _. _ _.~ _.•. • __ ••.

Total l'i\"'{'r products.. _ _.. _.. _•.. _ .

D8~, 000

120.000

2;j.~, 000

354.000

559, !lOll

1. ~90. 500

54. 2~5

3,750

17.911

24,780

l:J, ~97

The following- ;"tatemcnts gin> the statistics of the salt· water fislJeries of G('orgia, exdusi,~e

of the oyster industry:

121

40

Ie]

. ---_._._----------

-Boats . __ ._ ...•.••. _.•........... _••.

F.\k~B, put~, and 11~l8kets_.•••... _....•.•...

GilI·nds ..

Drag·8f'illf'-ii_ .....• ~ ...•.•..... _.•. _ .

Dip·nets antl cast-net-s _..........•.. _.- -. _.
MinoI' apparatus. including outtit _. - .
Faet-orieR and otber shore property .. _ - ..
Ca.h capital. .. _....... - .. - ..

Total capital _ ..

KUlllher.

ti6

50

40

17
ll;;

Talue.

$~, 250

2.10

bOO

bliO

625

•

Detailed Rtatement 0/ th" quantities alid ralues oj tJ.e prod""t•.

Products specified. Pounds. Valne.

$100
I, 6~0

125

4.100
4, COO

1,800

480

1,650

0,320

Bluefish ..
Clam. (hard) -
Crab ~ ..
Mullet _ _ ..
Shrimp _._ ._._._ _ _•. , •.•..••••.

Spotted sea·trout '._ _ __ ._ _ _.. _ .

Squeteague ..
Terrapin .
All other .pecies .. _ _..

'.rotal .

5,000

24,000

7,200

lOu, 000

06.000

DO. 000

32,000

ID,800

152,000
:----

492,000
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185. SAVANNAH AXD ITS FISHERY INTERESTS.

SAVANNAH AS A COllUmRCIAL CENTER.-SaVannah, the metropolis and only important com·
mercial city on the Georgia coast, is located on the south bank of the Sa,-annah River, about :::0
miles from the sea.. It was settled by General Ogletborpe in 1'i33 and incorporated as a city in

1789. In 1850 it had a population of 15,300, and in 1870 of 28,200. Since that time it bas grown
very rapidly, and ]las now come to be one of the principal seaports of the South, ranking third in

the United States in the exportation of cotton, ana doing considerable business in the shipment of

lumber and naval stores.
SAVANNAH AS A FISHING TOWN.-Thecity has a peculiar relation to the iisheries, for its large

trade with the interior, together with its excellent shipping facilities by either land or water, make
it an important point for the fresh-fish trade, while its distance from the sea renders the capture

of ocean species a laborious, though we may safely say) not an unprofitable employment.
THE VESSEL FISHERIES OF SAVANNAH.-One or more smacks have been employed in fishing

for the Savannah market froll time to time, but as the water in the vicinity of the city is fresh it

is found impossible to keep the fish in cars. The nearest salt water is five miles from the city by

hUld ana considerably farther by water) and the inconvenience amI expense of keeping the fisb at
so great a distance render the smack-fisheries unprofitable. Occasionally smacks have fisbed on

th(~ various banks between Charleston and Fernandina, running their fish direct to the city and
transferriIlg them at once from the vessel's well to the ice-boxes of the dealers. In 1879 there was

one vessel, the lJillian, of Noank, COlln., fishing for the Savannah market. She canght her fish at

IlJdian River Inlet, Florida, with a haul-seine, and carried them to market in ice.
THE EXTENT OF THE COAST FISHERIEs.-The boat fisheries of Savannah are ver;r limited.

They are confined largely to the fresh·water and auadromous species, though the soumIs along
the shore are well filled witll excellent food-fishes. Formerly several crews from Oharleston came

n'gl1larly to the region with seines and gill-nets, and fished for the Savannah markeF, meeting
with excellent success; but nothing has been done in this line for several years.

The only coast fishing at the present time is by parties living on some of the shore islands,
and by fishermen from the city, who visit tbe sounds occasionaIl.17 for tbe purpose of fishing. The

bnsiness is, however, of little importance.
TUE SHRIMP FISIIEIUEs.-Sbrimp are abnndant in the waters along the shore, and, during

the height of the seasoll, twenty to bventy-:flxe men go to Saiut Oatherine and Osabaw Sounds,
where they camp for several weeks for the purpose of engaging in the fishery. They carTy a com­
plete outfit, including seines, cast-nets, boats, and kettles for cooking the shrimp. After cooking

and dryiIlg' tIle catch of the day, one boat is detailed to carry it to market. The price paid by the
Savannah dealers varies from $5 to $1.50 per bushel according to circumstances, $2.50 being a

fair average. During- the summer of 18i9 about 1,400 bushels, valued at $2,500) were landed; but

the catch could easily luwe been increased to many times that quautity bad there been a market
for them. Of those tal,en part are sold locally, others go to the interior cities) amI the remainder

are packed ill crates and sent to the Northern markets.
THE LOCAL FRESU-WATER FISHERIEs.-The fresh-water fishing is "With hook-and-line and

trawl in the Savannah Ri,'er, for 10 miles on either side of the city, llnd in tbe Ogeechee River.

The bulk of the catch is catfish and rock, though a few fresh-water trout (Jlficropferu8 pallidus),
sun tront (01w:nobrytt-us guloEns), spotted trout (Pomoxys r!1'grofflaculat1Is); jacks (EsQX m»ericanus),

and several species of bream are taken.
TUE SUAD FISHlcun><:: OF GEORGIA.-Savannah has long bC('n an important center for the
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shad fisheries, and as early as 1834, according to Captain Larldn, a number of Connecticut fisher­
men came to tbe region with gllJ-nets and tool, :--had f(w shipment in sail vessels to'the North.

\Vlleu the first line of steameI'(~between SayunlJult and Rew York was started, the fishing assumed

important proportions, and it continuc(l to increm;e till about 1870, when it reached its height.

Since that date it has gradually df:Jcliuel1, though at the present time a number of Northerners,

with others from tlle locality, fish regularly in the SanmnalJ, Ogeecbet3, and Altamaha Rivers, a
greater part of tLe catch going to Savannah. Many of the nets and boats are owned by the city

(lealeI's. According to Colonel McDonald tLe catch for 1879 was 17,500 white shad (C. sapidissima)

and 7,500 "hicks" (Clupea mcdiocris) for the Savannah; 15,000 white shad and 7,400 hicks for the

Ogeechee; and 3,750 white shad and 3,750 hicks for the Altamaha. A detailed account will be

given iu the chapter on the shad fisheries.

THE WHOLESALE AND RETAIL FISH 1'RADE OF SAVAJ:-<XAH.-Savannah, on account of its
location, is more important as a distributing center for the Georgia and Florida catch than as a

fishing town. Formerly th~ supply was obtained almost wholly from Charleston, but with the

opening of Florida by the railroads large fisheries were established in that State, and Savannah

was the natural market for the catch. At the present time the supply comes largel;y from the

rivers of the State, and from va,rious localities in Florida, the principal ones being Cedar Keys,

Saint Mark's, and the Saint John's and Indian RiYers.

The principal species of the market are shad, sturgeon, catfish, red-snappers, groupers (E1Jine­

pltelu8 morio and E. DrumlnondHayi), mullet, shcepsltea<l, spotted trout, alit] crevallc (Caranx

pisquetus).
There are three firms extensi\-ely engaged in the shipment of all kinds of fresh fisIl, with

two others that handle sturgeon exclusi\'cly. Some of tIle marketmen also ship a few barrels

to different parts of the Stat-e. Formerl~' uo fresh fish, with the exception of shad, were seut

beyond the limits of the State, but the trade has gradually increased until Savannah has ?omc to

be the largest fish market of the South Atlantic States, and now sends a few fish as far west as

Chicago and Saint Louis, while many go to Kentucky, Tennessee, and South Carolina. Owing to
the warm weather the business is continued ouly from October to tbe middle of May, and few if

any fish are sent out in summer.
THE CITY TRADE.-The city retail trade is largel.r umler Um control of the marketmen. Tell

parties, including the three large dealers, rent stalls and keep a full assortment of both fresh and

salt· water species. Several of the smallci' fil'lUS get their supply direct from Florida and from the
fishermen of the locality; but the majority depend wholly upon the wholesale dealers for their

salt,water fish. There are also a few negroes who make a business of vending fish through the

streets. The number varies considerably according to the season. The average is about nine or

ten for the year.
The peculiar feature of the market is the large number of catfish consumed. Saturday is

known as catfish day, and many of the local fishermen, who devote their attention to the capture

of the species with line, trawl, or trap, keep their catch in cars till Saturday, marketing them on

that day only. The catfish are sold chiefly to the negroes, who usually buy them in preference to

any other species, hoth on account of their cheapness and flavor. Fifteen hundred to 2,000

bunches are sometimes sold in a day, and it is estimated that not less than 30,000 bunches are

sold yearly, at an average of 15 cents a bunch.
A few hard crabs and clams are sold by negroes from little stands in other parts of the

market, but, according to Mr..George Witte, the business is very limited, and the clam trade of

Savannah does not exceed 150 to 200 bushels yearly.
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ST.ATISTICS OF THE SAV.ANNAH MARKET IN 1879.-In 1879 the fish· dealers of Savannah
handled abont 451°00 shad from the various fisheries of the Saint John'sIOgeechee, and Savannah
Rivers. In addition, they received 501000 pounds of red-snappers, 651°°0 mullet, ancI 700,000

pounds of mixed fish from different parts of Florida; and 1201°00 strings of mixed fish, 1,400

bushels of shrimp, and 400 dozen terrapin from the coast and rivers of Georgia. According to
Colonel McDonald, the amount of sturgeon handled in Savannah during the same season was
312,000 pounds of dressed iish and 42,000 pounds of roe, valued at $24,800. About one·balf of the
shad were sent to New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore; and one-fourth of the remainder to
the principal cities of Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, and Tennessee. The sturgeon, red-snappers,
terrapin, and about one-third of the shrimp ~o to New York and Philadelphia: The remainder of
tile catch is sold to the city trade, or sent to the larger cities of Georgia and South Carolina.

'186. BRUNS\YICK AND ITS FISHERY INTEUESTS.

Brunswick is a town of two thansand inhabitants, on one of the branches of Turtle River l

about 12 miles from the mouth of Saint Simon's Sound. It has railroad communication with the
interior, and the weekl;y steamers between Savannah and Fernandina tonch at its wharves. It
has the best shipping facilities of any town on tbis portion of the coal:>t; its principal trade being
in lumber, while cotton amI naval stores are handled in considerable quantities.

The waters of the harbor and adjoining river abound in fish and oysters, but no fishing of
importance is done. Three gill-nets are fished for tront and other species, between October and
May, and the negroes of the ,icinity go Qut occasionally with hand-lines, bringing their catch to
Brunswick. In addition, the negroes for miles on either side, especially those of Cumberland
Island, catch a good many fish, and, when the price will warrant, they often send them to Bruns­
wick for a market; but the price is usually so low that the fishing is not followed with any regu·

larity. The catch is sold for loca,l consumption or to the railroad men who peddle it out at the
various stations along the line of the road.

FISHING .AT DA.RIEN AND S.AINT SIMON's.-The settlement of Darien on the north and of Saint
Simon's on the south of Brunswick have also extensi,e lumber interests l and a large fleet of
vessels come regularly to these points and remain for weeks at a time while securing their cargoes.

These purchase their supply of fish from the negroes of the locality, and a slLHtll business has sprung
IIp in this way. There is also a shad fishery on the Altamaha, near Darien, but the catch is quite
small and few are shipped.

'WHALING FROM BRUNSWICK BY MASSACHUSETTS VESSELs.-Formerl;r, and for a number of

years, a portion of the New Bedford and Provincetown whaling fleet, while cruising on the
"Bahama Grounds" during" the fall and winter, made a practice of running into Fernandina" Fla.,
to ship their cargoes of oil and bone instead of taking the time to carry them home. While in this
vicinity they freqnently sighted whales and occasionally succeeded in taking some of them. The
~'el1ow fever at Fcrnandina several ~'ears ago caused some of the vcssels to change their landing
place to Brunswick. In the winter of 1875-'7li the schooner Golden l'~'agle, after landing her cargo,

remained in this region to cruise for whales, making Brunswick her headquarters for o,er two
lllontl1s. During this time she secured one whale. The next ;year two vessels came to cruise in the
same locality and met with fair success. Other8 followed, and in the winter of 1879-'80 five whalers
made Brnllswick their headquarters while cruising along the shore, and np to March 1 they had
taken five whales, yielding 226 barrels of oil and 2,750 pounds of bone, all of which was shipped to
the Massachusetts wbaling ports.




