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gate value of $600,000. About one thousand mnen compose their crews, and the wages of these will
amount to about $140,000 a season.

The oysters taken north for immediate use cost on an average about 25 cents a bushel, while
plants during the past season probably averaged 10 cents a bushel-——about 3 cents more than the
price during the previous season.

PackiNg.—Having given an aceount of the oystermen, their boats, &e., it is now appropriate
to present some statistics of the number of bushels of oysters caught and the disposition made of
them. The most important factor in this connection being the packing trade, I will endeavor to
show the extent of this business as compiled from the bLooks of the different firms engaged in it.

Abount 1834 or 1835 a small packing-house was opened in Baltimore, but it oon passed out
of existence, and no record of it can now be obtained. The first important enterprise in this line
was the establishment of a packing-house in 1836 by Mr. C. 8. Maltby, a native of Conneecticut.
Mr. Maltby, who, by the way, is still in the business, confined his operatious exclusively to the raw
trade for a number of years. As his business increased he established a line of wagons from
Baltimore to Pittsburgh, and was thus enabled to supply the West with fresh oysters long before
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad had stretched out its track to that then distant region. Mr. A.
Field was the first to develop in Baltimore the steam trade. He began a few years after Mr.
Maltby. His oysters were steamed and then hermetically sealed in small tin cans.

Having been onmce established, the trade increased quite rapidly, and for some years oyster-
packing, both raw and steamed, was very profitable; but as there is an abundant chance of
financial success through Jdishonest means, with but little danger of detection, many unscrupulous
firms engaged in the steamed oyster business, and by packing “light weight”, i. ¢, putting in a
1-pound ean about 6 or 7 ounces of oysters and filling the remaining space with water, and about
the same proportion of oysters and water in larger cans, and either selling them under some
fictitious brand, or else entirely omitting any name, they succeeded in gaining for the packing
trade of Baltimore a by no means enviable reputation. To enable them to compete with these
¢tricks in trade,” reliable houses were in some cases forced to follow their example, as in many
places it was found impossible to sell standard goods at fair prices, while light weights could of
course be sold at much lower figures. In answer to the question as to whether light weights
were sold extensively in the West, I was lately informed by a gentleman from that section that up
to within a year or so it had been almost impessible to obtain full weights, but that some improve-
ment had lately taken place in this respeet. The same gentleman, on returning to the West, sent
me the names of three packing-houses whose names appeared on the cans and whose oysters were
light weights. An examination proved the names to be fictitious, there being no such firms in
Baltimore. Close competition, by causing a eutting in prices, helped on the trouble, and for
several years previous to 1878 the business was very unprofituble. In 1878, to save themselves,
the packers formed & combination known as the “Union Oyster Company,” embracing all the
leading firms engaged in the steaming business, with the exception of three or four, who, having
well-known standard brands, preferred to fight it out alone. The formation of the Union Company
was, in itself, an evidence that the trade was in a deplorable condition. The compauy was
established with a capital of $300,000, the stock being divided among the twenty-three firms who
entered it, in proportion to the amount of business previously done by them. The affairs of the
company are managed by a president, a vice-president, a secretary, and the twenty-three firms who
constitute the board of directors. In joining the company each firm entirely relinquishes their
own steaming business (although they may still conduct the raw trade) and act merely as agents
for the union. All oysters are bought and packed by the union and then sold to the packers at
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a uniform price, thus placing every firm on exactly the same level. At the same time the union
may sell directly to the trade.

The result of this combination has been to partially break up frandulent packing, although
it is still carried on to some extent. Outside of the union there are three or four influential firms
whose oysters sell on the reputation of their brands, and it weuld obviously be impdlitic for them
to engage in packing light weights. The raw-oyster business has always been more profitable and
less subject to the vicissitudes of trade, although there are many losses from spoilt oysters when
the weather happens fo turn suddenly warm. Raw oysters after being opened are packed in
small air-'tight cans holding about a quart, and these are arranged in rows in a long wooden box
with a block of ice between each row, or they are emptied into a keg, half-barrel, or barrel made
for this purpose. When the latter plan is pursued, the keg or barrel is filled to about five-sixths
of its capacity, and then a big piece of ice is thrown in, after which the top is fastened on as closely
as possible and it is at onee shipped to the West, usually by special oyster trains or by express.
Packed in this way, with moderately cold weather, the oysters will keep very well for a week or
ten days. During the most active part of the raw season there are daily oyster trains of from
thirty to forty cars from Baltimore to the West, where nearly all the Baltimore oysters are con-
sumed. ¥From the shores of the Chesapeake Bay as far as Detroit there is scarcely a city or town,
connected with any of the great trunk lines, which is not supplied with Maryland raw oysters.
Farther west, and to a considerable extent in European countries, the demand is supplied by
steamed oysters. The oysters used in the raw trade are of a finer quality, and consequently com-
mand better prices than steamed. In fact, nothing in the shape of an oyster is too small to be
available for the steamed trade. And from this arises one of the great sources of injury to the
oyster beds. So long as dredgers are able to sell their entire catch, regardless of the size of the
oysters, it will be useless to expect any improvement in the beds. Young oysters of a very small
growth can be disposed of almost as promptly as larger ones, and while this is the case it need not
be expected that dredgers are going to have foresight enough to see the wisdom of throwing all
small oysters back on the bars. During the past season the supply of oysters was often insuffi-
cient to meet the demand, and the steamed trade was compelled to suspend work for a considerable
length of time on account of a secarcity of oysters, all that were received being quickly taken by
the raw men at prices which would be unprofitable for steaming.

Baltimore, the great oyster market of the United States, annually packs more oysters than
any other city in the world. Itis the great center of the packing trade, surpassing in that par-
ticular all other cities, and yearly bandling more oysters than all the other packing points of
Maryland and Virginia combined. During the seasoun extending from September 1, 1879, to May
15, 1880, the number of vessels loaded with oysters arriving at Baltimore was 9,543 (or a daily
average of 37 for the 257 days), bringing 7,252,972 bushels, which would make the average cargo
760 bushels. In addition to the amount bronght by sail vessels, there were 25,000 bushels received
by steamers and consigned direetly to hotels and restaurants, making a total of 7,277,972 bushels,
of which there were packed raw, 3,769,353 bushels; hermetically sealed, 2,689,939 bushels; and
used for city consumption, 818,680 bushels.

Engaged in oyster-packing in Baltimore there are forty-five firms, with a eapital of $2,338,300;
their business houses and grounds having an estimated value of $1,360,966. During the summer
these firms are generally engaged in fruit packing, and their capital and buildings are thus in active
use during the entire year.

These firms employ 4,167 males and 2,460 females—total, 6,627; and during the season of
187980 paid to them in wages $602,427. The total number of bushels of oysters packed was
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6,459,292, which required 25,546,780 tin cans and 929,614 wooden cases. The value of the oysters
packed, including shucking, cans, &e., was $3,5617,349. For the tin cans $794,919 was paid, and
for the wooden cases §102,622,

Next to Baltimore, Crisfield is the most important packing point in the State. Had the oyster-
beds in the vicinity of Crisfield not been so greatly depleted, I think the trade at that city would
have increased much more rapidly than it hag. COrisfield is literally built upon oysters, or rather
oyster shells, almost the entire space now occupied by the busiuess part of the c¢ity having been
under water. The shelis from the packing-houses have been utilized to make new ground, and
gradually the city has pushed out nearly half a mile into the bay. At the present time some of
the houses are built on piles, and are entirely surrounded by water, having no means of communi-
cation with the land except by boats.

From the books of the ninety-eight oyster-packing firms of Maryland, the following table has
been compiled, showing the amount of business done at each city from September 1, 1879, to May
1, 1830:

Statistics of oyster-packing in Maryland for the season of 1879-'80.

o Estimated ! Value of
eng::gg in Capitnld b vaélue of Males a Fomale(s1 Wages g::’}l(’:}ls | oysters
bk pithl empioyed. : buildings oc-; empleyed. | employed. paid. - packed,
packing. cupied. Taw. | raw.
Baltimore . . oo oo oo maneeeeenn e eeienns 45 | $2,338,300 |  $1, 360, 966 4,167 | 9460 | 602,497 | 3,760,355 | 2,279,740
Crisfield - eeens 16 39, 650 23, 800 678 | oooeiann. 65,481 497,270 165, 800
Cambridge -camveeeeeeereniians ceenns 8 20, 300 10, 900 5 28,757 205, 410 76, 638
Annapolis ... olioieoiiiiiiioio R 59, 600 17, 500 115 26. 482 156, 708 | 69, 555
Oxford..v.vveanianunnns T 1 7, 000 5, 760 156 §.... 23,258 108, 960 39,986 -
8aint Michael's : 4 4, 500 3, 000 91 4,957 37, 788 14, 053
Sundry small places in Somerset Co .../ 10 23,000 ' 15, 000 S O 26, 387 224, 817 86, 945
T SR E 08 | 7,402,358 | 1,436,026 LeNS| 2,860 TTLT 4030,301 | 2,725,797
: | i ! | | |
i
Bushels Value of |
steamed and | oysters |Total bushels 'ﬂ(}tzl,;ﬁ]r‘:e Tin cans | rigooc?ft tin :Zs(?:fﬁ Cost price
hermetically i steamed of oysters. racked S | required. P cans wired. of cases.
sealed. = |andscaled. P : . q :
BaltmOTO ceeeernceerecnr sommcmaesinnns 2, 680, 939 | $1, 244, 609 6, 459, 202 i $3,517, 549 | 25,546,780 | $794,919 920,614 | $102,622
Crisfield ... SR P, | 27,270 | 165, 800 3,576
Cambridge. .. . 13,100 | 218,510 | 87,978 5,840
Anmnnapolis - 20,152 176, 855 1 81.738 ... 11, 097
Oxford..._....... R R 108, 960 ; 30,986 |___. 1,257
Saint Michael's .....ccoevnneeo .. PO PR T 37,788 | 14,053 |.... 2,530
Sundry small places in Somerset Co .| ... ........ om4, 817 | 86044 1,800
Total covrervveennrmierronnrnnaens 2,723,191 i 1, 268, 112 7, 653, 492 i 3,993, 848 | 25, 546, T80 794,919 929, 614 128, 812

Baltimore is the only place where tin cans and wooden cases are used to any extent, shipments
from other cities being made almost exclusively in bulk—in barrels, half-barrels, and kegs.

As shown by the table, there are 6,179 males and 2,460 females employed in oyster-shucking
in Maryland. During the season they received as wages $777,779, this being an average of only
$90.06. Very few of the shuckers are regularly at work, and while in one week an expert hand
may make from §8 to $15, during the next week he may be idle. Of the 6,179 males, nearly all of
whom are employed in the raw trade, about three-fourths are negroes, the majority of them being
comparatively steady workmen, while the whites are more generally disposed to be idle and intem-
perate. The few whites in the business are generally of a very low class of society. Within the
past year a fow females have essayed to shuck raw oysters, but their number is still very small,
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and will probably so continue, owing to the nature of the work. The 2,460 females are all employed
in the steam oyster houses of Baltimore. They are mostly white girls, of from sixteen to twenty-
five years of age, the proportion of older ones, as well as of colored, being small. These girls are
almost without exception of foreign birth or parentage, the largest proportion being of Bohemian
origin, with Irish probably coming next. T'ew American girls,however poor, will consent to engage
in this occupation, as in it both sexes must mingle indiseriminately, withont regard to color, class,
or condition. Owing to the thorough steaming, the oysters are very easily opened and the amount
of physical labor required is comparatively light; but during busy seasons the work begins about
daybreak aund lasts until dark, and is of course exceedingly fatigning. An industrious hand can
make from 75 cents to $1 a day, but from the great irregularity in their work they are probably not
engaged over one-half of the time.

Considering the class of people employed in the packing-houses, I do not think it safe to
estimate more than an average of two individuals dependent upon the wages of each shucker, at
which rate there are in Marylaud 17,278 people dependent upon oyster-shucking.

There are about two hundred and twenty five men composing the ninety-five oyster-packing
firms of the State. The large majority of them are of Neorthern birth, and mauy of them, espe-
cially those in Crisfield and the smaller packing towns, reside in Maryland only during the oyster
season, returning every spring to their Northern homes. More oyster packers bave come from
Connecticut than from all other States combined. Mr. C. 8. Maltby and Mr. A. Field, who respect-
ively establishied the raw and the steam trade, were both originally from Connecticut, and both
are still living, the former in active business. There are about 1,125 individuals forming the
families of the oyster packers.

During May, June, July, and Anguost the packers of Baltimore are engaged in canning fruits
and vegetables, and the same girls who in winter shuck oysters, in summer pare peaches and other
fruits. The male shuckers of Baltimore, as well as those of the cities in lower Maryland, having no
regular employment in summer, work at whatever odd jobs may be found.

The manufacture of cans and eases, quite an important industry in Baltimore, is so largely
dependent upon oyster-packing, that an effort bas been made to obtain some statistics pertaining
to it, althongh the exact figures will appear in the census of manufactaring industries. About

250,000 is invested in the business, which gives employnent to four hunndred men (on oyster cans),
whose wages for eight months amount to about 8100,000. This estimate is based on the number of
cans used, as shown by the returns from the packing houses, the workmen being paid so much per
100 cans. It was very difficult to obtain any satisfactory statistics regarding the number of ship-
carpenters occupied in building and repairing oyster vessels, but from an extensive correspondence
with ship-builders in various parts of the State, I think it will be placing the estimate too low
rather than too high to say that there are three hundred workmen, including carpenters and sail-
makers, with yearly wages amounting to $156,000.

As can-makers, ship-yard workmen, &c., we tben have 700 men, with about 3,500 people depend-
ent upon them, receiving 8256,000 in wages. It was found impossible to obtain the number of
people engaged in the retail trade of Baltimore and other cities, as any statistics gathered from
restaurants and hotels would be delusive, since they are not engaged exclusively in handling
oysters. Under the circumstances, the best estimates that can be made may be deduced from cal-
culations based upon the local consumption in the cities. In Baltimore the city trade is monopo-
lized by a number of commission hounses, which handle all the oysters taken for local use, with the
exception of the receipts by steamers. From the books of these firms it was ascertained that the
sales of oysters from September 1, 1879, to May 1, 1880, for consumption in the city and suburbs,
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amounted to 793,680 bushels. Add to this 25,000 bushels received by steamers, and the total retail
trade is foand to be 818,680 bushels. The average price paid for shucking raw ovsters is 15 eents
a gallon; these being all of fine quality will open a gallon to a bushel, and hence the amount paid
for opening 818,680 bushels would be $122,802. Estimating the average amount made by the
shuckers at $6 a week, or $192 for the season, it is seen that there are 640 men steadily employed
for nearly eight months of the year in opening oysters for local consumption in Baltimore. There
is, in addition to these, a large number of men who sell oysters around the streets; others who rent
a cellar room and sell from there; some engaged in driving oyster carts, and a few employed only
during the oyster season in restaurants as extra help. As near as can be discovered, the number
of these may be placed at 500, with wages and earnings amounting to $96,000. Of these 1,140 men
about 800 are negroes.

The local consumption of towns on the bay is about 200,000 bushels a season, the shucking
of which pays $30,000 to 150 men. Estimating an average of five to a family, these 1,290 men who
are engaged in shucking and selling oysters for local consumption throughout the State represent
an aggregate of 6,450 individuals. Knowing the consumption per eapita of Baltimore and suburbs,
and caleulating tbat the inhabitants of the tide-water counties consume proportionately at least
twice as many, it is easy to obtain an approximate idea of the total number of oysters annually
consumed in the State, and not found in the returns from the packers. Of course the interior coun-
ties are not considered here, as they receive oysters from the packers which have already been
noted. The estimate that the tide-water counties consume locally twice as many as Baltimore in
proportion to the number of inhabitants, is based upon careful inquiry among well-informed persons.
On this estimate, taking the population as returned by the present census, there are about 875,000
bushels annually consumed in the connties bordering on the bay, in addition te the 200,000 bushels
consumed in the towns on the bay. These oysters are geverally opened by the families who eat
them, and hence there is no expense for shucking.

In some of the lower counties of the State oysters often pass current as money, and in one
town there is a weekly paper (subscription price $1), about fifty of the subscribers to which annu-
ally pay in oysters. As the editor thus receives from 100 to 125 bushels of oysters a season,
all of which are used in his own family, I readily Delieve his assertion that he “was very fond of
oysters.”

Summing up the total of all engaged in the oyster trade we have:

Estimated
Occupation Number Vz:x‘ifisngdj number of
. engaged. persons
e of samo. | pynorted.
DredZers ..o ooeeeiveiiniainreanaanaans 5, 600 $916, 300 l
TODEETS < vaeioenaamrmesvmermamcemraenes 5,148 { 1,158 240 L 5 992
SCrapers . .....o..icieniiaaencernenteann 2,200 297,000 ;
Runuers -...... e eetmitemicreraacaaas g00 166,400 {J
Employés of packing-houres.............. 8,639 7,979 17,278
Can-makers and ship-yard workmen ..._.. 790 256, 000 3, 00
Preparing for local consumption .......... 1,290 248, 802 8,450
24,377 | 8,820,521 82,220
Tndividual packers ......cceimcamnenrenan. 925 [vcmecannenns 1,125
Tl o eeeeevmareeens e aeeanes 24,602 |.ooeinennns 83,345

In the above enumeration no account has been taken of the number of owners of the dredge,
the scrape, and the running boats, as any attempt to obtain such would be futile, since not even
the names of the boats can be ascertained. If it were possible to gather this information it would
swell the above figures to much larger proportions. From the $1,860,000, the present estimated
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valune of these 1,450 boats (excluding canoes), there must be a yearly profit of at least several
hundred thousand dollars. Some of the boats are owned by packers, others by the captains, and
the rest are distributed among all classes of society and almost all professions and occupations.
‘When the number of these is taken into account, it will more than connterbalance any overesti-
mates, if such there be, in regard to the number of persons dependent upon the oyster trade of
the State.

Seaford, Del., situated on the Nanticoke River, a tributary of the Chesapeake Bay, has quite
an extensive packing trade, and, as all the oysters are carried from Maryland waters, it was
considered advisable to include in this report the statistics of the trade at that city. Mr. D, L.
Rawlins, of Seaford, informs me that the oyster-packing business at Seaford was started by Platt
& Mallory (of Fair Haven) in the fall of 1859, Hemingways, Rowe, and other eastern packers,
came in 1863 and 1864. They put nearly all their oysters in small tin cans, whieh they shipped
in cases holding about 52 cans each, a good proportion being sent to I'air Haven, Conn., to be
reshipped from there. The business not proving as profitable as was expected, by 1867 nearly all
the original packers bad sold out and left, since which time a fluctnating amount of business has
been kept up by various successive parties with alternating failure and success. No cans are used
now, nearly all shipments being made in bulk.

There are at Scaford seven oyster-packing firms, having an aggregate capital of $14,600 and
oceupying buildings estimated to be worth $28,500. TFrom September 1, 1879, to May 1, 1880,
184,500 bushels of oysters were packed raw, giving employment to 170 males and 45 females, the
wages of both for the season amounting to $14,230. The estimated value of the oysters, after
being shucked and packed, was $71,350. 'When shucked oysters are shipped in bulk, the package
(barrel or half-barrel) is returned after being emptied, and then refilled. On this account only
1,400 packages, costing $1,000, were bought by Scaford packers during the season of 1879-780.
About, 400 persons are dependent upon the oyster trade of Seaford. The local eonsumption added
to the packing gives a total of 200,000 bushels handled at Seaford.

General summary of the whole trade in Maryland.

| i Capital
! invested, %\"umber
roal and | Of persons
personal, employed.
i H
J T0 PACKING - eecneeene e e enerinaens | 83,928,376 8,639
| In oyster ecatching ... ..o, 2,042,500 13,748
In can making, &c._...... ... ... 250, 000 700
Inlocaltrade . .....oieeeiiaiiiiLt | *25, 000 1,280
1.
Tnm} 6,245,876 | 24,377

* Estimated.

Quanlity of oysters caught in Maryland during 1879-780,
and the disposition made.

’ Dispoesition made, Bushels.
|
Packed in the Stato of Maryland . .....o.......... *6, 653, 492
% Shipped out of the State..___ ... .. 2,021,840
i Local consumption in Baltimore coeeeevernennonen. 818, 680
F Local consumption in other citios of the State.... 200, 000
i Local consumption in the counties ... ............ 875, 000
1 Total ... iiiiiiiiiaicae....] 10,569, 012
|

* Tho total namber of bushels packed in the Stato was 7,653,492,
but 1,000,000 bushels came from Virginia.





