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Bnd tbat the beds are serio1181y injured by being disturbed after the commencement of the spawning
season. The oysters pun:hased and taken North in the spring for bedding would, if allowed to
remain until the fall and then sold for immediate use, bring nearly $500,000 more than they now
sell for; that is, there would be a yearly gain to tbe oystermen of Maryland and Virginia of nearly
$500,000. There being in the spring no home demand for them, they sell sometimes as low as4
cents a llUsbel, and from that up to 12 and 15. In the spring of 1879 a vessel loaded in the Great
Choptank River with 16,000 bushels, costing $fJ40, or just 4 cents a bushel. These oysters are
taken North and planted, where the;r grow ver.r rapidly, and during the following fall and winter
they come in competition with oysters from !lIarJ'land and Virginia packers.

During the spring of 1879 Capt. Samuel M. Travers, of tIle o~·stcr·policc force, directed his

deputy commanders to board all vessels loading with plants for Nortbern waters aUll obtain the
lIumuer oflmshels taken. He has fayored me with the result, which is as follows:

Tangier Sound and tributaries .•...............••••... ' , .

Nunticoke River and Fishillg Day ..............••••..••• , ..••.•..••. , .•....••••..••.

Little Choptank River ...•...•.....•••••......•••..... , .......•.•..• , ••....... "' •• '

Greak Choptank River .•••.•..•...•• ' •• ' .•.••.••••.......••...•...•. , •...•.•...••••.

Ew;tern Bay .•••••....••••.•..•....•••••....•..••••.•....... "'." ..........•..•....

Chester River .....•.•.........•...........••..••.•.........•.•...•• , ••.............

Anne Arundel County waters , .•....•.......•.• , ..•.•...•......•..........

Patnxent River and tributaries ~ ........•.....................•. , .

Potomac River and tributaries ................................•...••• , .

:Bushels.
353,750
125,000

125,000

375,000

62,500
250,000
112,:'00

150,000

625,000

Total.

Total. .............................................................•.... ' ..... 2, 178,750

The average price paid was 7 cents a Imshel. Owiug to the action of the State legislature
at its last session, in forbidding the catching of o,Yslers after April 15, the shipments from lIIar,Y·
land waters in the spring of 1880 were much smaller than for the previous year. I endea\'ored to
ascertain the shipments for immediate consumption as well as for planting during the season of
lS,fl-'SO, and through the generous assistance of mall~' corresllOudents ill Northern cities, aud of
MI'. Brnest Ingersoll, who had general charge of the o.\'ster iurestigation north of the Chesapeake,
I \YaS enalJled to compile the following:

Shipmellt8 ()f ()y8frr8 in 8hell fr()m 1r1arvland lI'afrrs from. },fay 31, 1Ri9, to May 31, 1880.

,
I For I For

I To- plalJting. I immediate
ICOU.UUlVtioU.,---------------- 1--

R-u..h._lR_ ,RWlh.els. Rughels.
i Portland. Mo_.................................. 9,OUO I 75,000 84,000

i FairHaven, Conu •..•••.........•...........••. 66,000 I' 50,000 110,000 I
1 Providence an(1 Providenee River _ 110,000 30.000 140.000 I

I~~~:i:i:~·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::· .:::::~~..~:!.. ....~:::: ~::: II

I~aford. Del. (for packing and local use) ....•.. ·1.............. 200,000 200,000

, :New York. ..... I 650,000 I

Ip~~o::.··~·· ••••••••••••••••• I....... •...•••••••~!
The vessels engaged ill carrying oysters from the Chesapeake to the North are generally

owned in the cities to which they run, and statistics concerning them are included in reports on

those cities. The total number of carriers emplo~'ed is about two hundred, with a present aggre·
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gate value of $600,000. About one thousand men compose their crews, and the wages of these will
amount to about $140,000 a season.

The oysters taken north for immediate use cost on an average al)Out 25 Cellts a bushel, while
plants during the past season probably a,craged 10 cents a bushel-ahout 3 cents more than the
price during tLe previous season.

PACKING.-llaviug givel] au aceOllllt of the oystermen, their boats, &c., it is now appropriate
to present some statistics of the uumher of hushels of oJsters cang'ht and the disposition made of
them. The most important factor in this connection heing the packing trade, I will endeavor to
show the extent of this husiness as compiled from the hooks of the different firms engaged in it.

About 1834 or 11:\35 a small packing-house was opened in Baltimore, but it ,oon passed out

of existence, and no record of it can now he obtained. The first important euterprise in this line
was the establishment of a packing-bouse iu 1836 by .l\lr. C. S. :Maltb~', a native of Connecticut.
Mr. J\'Ialtby, who, by the way, is still ill the business, confined his operatiolJs exclush'ely to the raw
trade for a num bel' of ~-ears. As his business increased he established a line of wagons from
Baltimore to Pittsburgh, and was thus enabled to supplJ" the 'Vest with fresh o~'sters long before
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad had stretnhed out its track to that then distant region. Mr. A.

Field was the first to develop in Baltimore the steam trade. He began a few years after ]\11'.

Maltby. His oysters were steamed and then hermeticall.r sealpel in small tin cans.
Having been once established, the trade increascd quite rapidly, and for some years oyster­

packing, both raw and steamed, was wry profitable; but as there is an abundant chance of
financial success through dishonest means, with but little danger of detectiolJ, maIl3- unscrupulous

firms engaged in the steamed oyster bnsiness, and by packing "light weight", i. c., putting in a
I-pound can about 6 or 7 ounces of oysters and filling the remaining space witb water, and about
the same proportion of oysters and water ill l<lrger cans, and either selling- them under some

fictitious brand, or else entirely omitting any name, t1J('y succeeded in gaining for the packing

trade of Baltimore a by no means em-iahle reputation. To enahle them to compete with these
"tricks in trade," reliable houses were in some cases forcpd to follow their example, as in many
places it was found impossible to seH stundard goods at fair prices, while ligllt weights could of
course be. sold at much lower figures. In answer to the question as to whether light weights

were sold extensively in the 'Vest, I was latel~- informcd by a gentlcman from that section that up
to within a year or so it had heen almost impossible to obtain full weights, but that some improve­

ment bad lately taken place in this respect. The same gent1ema11, on returning to the West, sent
me the IJames of tbree packing·bouses wbose names appeared on the cans and wbose oysters were
light weights. An examination proved the names to be fictitious, there being no such firms in
Baltimore. Close competition, by causing a cutting in prices, belped on the trouble, and for
several years l)revious to 1878 the business was very unprofitable. In 1878, to save themseh-es,
the packers formed a combination known as the" Union Oy~ter CompaJIY," emhracing all the
leading firms engaged in tae steaming business, with the exception of three or four, who, having

well-known standard brands, preferred to fight it out alone. The formation of the Union Company
was, in itself, an evidencS' that the trade was in a deplorable condition. The company was

established witll a capital of $300,000, tbe stock being divided um011g the twellty-tllree firms who
entered it, in proportion to the amount of busilless previously done by them. The affairs of tile
company are manage(l by a president, a vice·president, a secretary, and the two.nty·three firms who
constitute tbe board of directors. In joining the company each firm entirely relinquishes their
own steaming business (although they may still conduct the raw trade) and act merely as agents
for the union. All oysters are bought and paelied by tte union a1](1 then sold to the packers at
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a uniform price, thus placing every firm on exactly the same level. At the same time the union
may sell directly to tile trade.

The result of this combination bas been to partially break up fraudulent packing, although
it is still carried on to some extent. Outside of the union there are three or four influential1irms
whose oysters sell on the reputation of their brands, and it would obviously be impulitic for them
to engage in packing light weights. The raw-oyster business has always been more profitable aud
less subject to the vicissitudes of trade, although there are many losses from spoilt oysters when
the weather happens to turn suddenly warm. Raw oysters after being opened are packed in
small air- tight cans holding about a quart, and these are arranged in rows in a long wooden box
with a block of ice between each row, or they are emptied into a keg, half-barrel, or barrel made
for this purpose. When the latter plan is pursned, the keg or barrel is filled W about five-sixths
of its capacity, and then a big piece of ice is thrown in, after which the top is fastened on as closely
as possible and it is at once shipped to the West, usually by special oyster trains or by express.
Packed in this way, with moderately cold weather, the oysters will keep very well for a week or
ten days. During the most active part of the raw season there are daily oyster trains of from
thirty to forty cars from Baltimore to the West, where nearly all the Baltimore oysters are con­
sumed. From the shores of the Chesapeake Bay as far as Detroit there is scareelJ" a city or town,
connected with any of the grl'at trunk lines, which is not supplied with Maryland raw oysters.
Farther wes~1 and to a considerable extent in European countries, the demand is supplied by
steamed oysters. The oysters used in the raw trade are of a finer quality, and cons{>quently com·
mand better prices than steamed. In fact, nothing in the shape of an oyster is too small to be
available for the steamed trade. And from this arises one of the great sources of injury to the
oyster beds. So long as dredgers are able to sell their entire catch, regardless of the size of the
oysters, it will be useless to expect any improvement in the beds. Young oysters of a very small
growth can be disposed of almost as promptly as larger ones, and while this is the case it need not
be expected that dredgers are going to have foresight enongh to see the wisdom of throwing all
small oysters back on the bars. During the past season the supply of oysters was often insuffi­
dent to meet the demand, and the steamed trade was compelled to suspend work for a considerable
length of time on account of a scarcity of oysters, all that were received being quickly taken by

the raw men at prices which would be unprofitable for steaming.
Baltimore, the great oyster market of the United States, annually packs more oysters than

any other city in the world. It is the great center of the packing trade, surpassing in that par­
ticular all other cities, and yearly handling more oysters than all the other packing lloints of
Maryland and Virginia combined. During the season extending from September 1, 1879, to May
15,1880, the number of vessels loaded with oysters arriving at Baltimore was 9,543 (or a daily

average of 37 for the 257 uays), bringing 7,252,972 bushels, which would make the average cargo
760 bushels. In addition to the amount bronght by sail vessels, there were 25,000 bushels received
by steamers and consigned diI'ectly to hotels and restaurants, making a total of ·7,277,972 bushels,
of which there were packed raw, 3,769,353 bushels; hermetically sealed, 2,689,939 bushels; and
used for city consumption, 818,680 bushels.

Engaged in oyster-packing in Baltimore there are forty-five firms, with a capital of $2,338,300;
their business houses and grounds having an estimated ·valne of $1,360,966. During the summer
these firms are generally engaged in fruit packing, and their capital and buildings are thus in active
use duriug the entire year.

These firms employ 4,167 males and 2,460 females-total, 6,627; and during the season of
1879-'80 paid to them in wages $602,4:27. The total number of bushels of oysters packed was
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777,779 i 4.930,301 l 2,725, 7:{7

6,459,292, which required 25,546,780 tin cans and 929,614 wooden cases. 'I'lle value of the oysters
packed, including shucking, cans, &c., was $3,517,349. For the tin cans $794,919 was paid, and
for the wooden cases $102,622.

Next to Baltimore, Crisfield is the most important packing point in the State, Had the o~·ster·

beds in the vicinity of Crisfield not been so greatly depleted, I think the trade at that city wonW
have increased much more rapidly than it has. Crisfield is literally built upon oysters, or rather
oyster shells, almost the entire space now occupied by the business part of the ~ity baying been
under water. The shells from the packing·honses have been utilized to make new ground, and
gradually the city has pushed out nearly half a mile into the bay. At the present time some of
the houses are built on piles, and are entirely surrounded by water, hadng no means of communi·
cation with the land except by boats.

From the books of the ninety·eig-ht o~'ster·packillg firms of .Maryland, the follOWing table has
been compiled, showing the amount of business done at each city from September 1, 18i!), to 1tlay
1,1880:

Sta.tistics of O1jster-pacT,ing in Mal°yland for the 8faBOn of 1879-'80.

n:F'~rmJ in I Capital I E:~f,:':~fd I Males I Females I W"aes I Bushels I :;~~~l~f
ep[;,'ing. Iemployed. IbUl~~~;~oc.\ emPlOyed.! employed. \ pard. I P::':;;Co

d
. i P~~~:(L

------------- --'--1 ' ·,----1----1----,-·----
Baltimore .. _. ._.~_ •. _.• . 45! $~,338,300! $1,360,966! 4,167! 2,460; $602,4~7 1 2,'i69,35~' $2,272.740

Crisfield.............................. 16i 30,6501 23,8001 6781 1 65,4811 427,270i 165,800

~:~~~;:e.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::1 : i :~::~~ I ~~:~:! ~~ I::::::::::::! ~:~:~ i ~~::~~~! :~::
Oxford 7 ! 7,000 I 5,760 I 156 , 1 23,258 I 108.960 I 39,986

Saint Michael'. •••••• 4 4, .000 3,000 I 01 , i 4,987 i 37,788 ! H.053

S dry S all 1 . S t C 10 I ~'l 000 l' 000 , "8'" I I 96.38", ,I. ?~_.4,81"1 I, 86,04."un m pacesJn omerse 0 i~'..:.._...__~,__~' i__- • _
Tota1. i 08 I 2,49'2,35\\' 1, 43G, 026 i 6, 179 I 2,460 i

-------------'-----'-,-- j ,

I Bu.hels I Value of ! IT III I C II Wooden I

\

steamed aDd I oys.t.ers Tot,al hnHbels oft~y ~~r~el Tm ~aDR 'price
o
:; tin cnfH"8 re. i Cost price

hermetically i steamed of OYBt(,H~. lIla< ked. I requueu. cans. I quire-d. I of ca.aes.
sealed. Iand scaled.

__________ i----' I , _
Baltlmore •.· ..·1~9,939·$1,244,O~ 6,459.2021 $3,517,~1125,540,780I $794,919! 929,614 $102,622

ccraim·fiberl•.ddg·e··.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·••··.·.·,·.·.·.·.1, 1 [ 427,270 i 163,800 · ·[· .. •• ·1 .. ·.. · 3,576
13,100 11,3201 218,510i 87,978 i """"""'1"'" 5,840

Annapolis 11 20.152! 12,183 i 176,8551 81.7381 1 · 11,097

Oxford /' I 108,9f>O I 39'986j'" I .. · ·.. 1,257
SaintMichael' 1 37,788 i 14,053 /........... 2,530
Sundry .mall places in SomerMt Co , 224.8171 86,944 ,........... 1,8DO

Total 1-2-.723,i911~8,ll21-7.653,4921"3,'993,848125, 546, 780 1-794,9i9-~41-12s~
Baltimore is the only place where tin cans and wooden cases are used to any extent, shipments

from other cities being made almost exclusively in bulk-in barrels, half-barrels, and kegs.
As shown by the table, there are 6,179 males and 2,460 females employed in oyster·shucking

in Maryland. During the season they received as wages $777,779, this being an average of only
$90.06. Very few of the shuckers are regularly at work, and while in one week an expert hand
may make from $8 to $15, during the next week he may be idle. Of the 6,179 males, nearly all of
whom are t'mployed in the raw trade, about three-fourthe: are negroes, the majority of them being
comparatively steady workmen, while the whites are more generally disposed to be idle and intern·
perate. The few whites in the business are generally of a very low class of society. Witbin the
past year a few females nave essayed to sImek raw oysters, but their number is still very small,
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and will probably w continue, owing to the lwture of the work. The 2,460 females are all employed
in tlle steam oyster-bouses of I~altimore. 'ILey are mostly white girls, of from sixteen to twenty­
five years of age, the proportion of older oncs, as well as of colored, being 8mall. These girls are
almost without excpptioIJ of forpign bi1'tll or parentnge, tbe largest proportion being of Bohemian

origin, with IrilSh probabl.v coming next. rew American girls, bowever poor, will consent to engage
ill this oeCllpatiOll, as jn it both sexes must mingle il1diseriminately, without regard to color, class,
or condition. Owing to the thorongh steaming, the oysters are .ery easily opened and the amount
of pilysical labor reQuired is comparati\-el.y light; but during busy seasons tbe work begins about
daybreak and lasts until dark, and is of course exceedingly fatiguing. An industrious hand can
1nal.e from 75 ccnts to $1 a day, hut from the great irregularity in their work they are probably lIot

engaged over one-half of the time.
Considering the class of people ('mployed in tbe packing.houses, I do not toink it safe to

estimate more than an average of two individuals (If'pendent upon the wages of eacll shucker, at

whieb rate tlH'fC are in :lIInrylaud 17,278 people dependent UpOll oyster-sh Hcking,
There are about two lmudred amI twenty five mell composing the ninety-fivc o~-ster-packillg

firms of the State. The large majority of them are of Northern birth, amI mallS of them, espe­
cially those in Crisfield and tIle smaller packing towns, reside in Maryland only during the oyster
season, returning every spring to tIleir NorthprIl homes. 1\lore OJstE'T packers ba\-e come from
Connecticnt thun from all of her States combined. 1\11'. C. S. Maltby aud Mr. A. Field, WllO respect­

in·l:r established the raw amI the steam trade, were both originally from Connecticut, and both
are still Iidng, the former in active business. 'nJere are about 1,125 individuals forming the

fam ilies of tbe oyster packers.
During lVla~-, June, JuIJ-' and .August the pacl.ers of Baltimore are engaged in canning fruits

Dlld vegetables, ullC1 the same girls wbo in winter shuck oJsters, in summer pare peaches and other
fruits. The male sbuckers of Baltimore, as well as tbose of the cities in lower ]\[aryland, having no

r('glllar emplo:ymcnt in summer, work at whatever odd jobs may be fOllnd.
The manufacture of CHns and ense", quite all important industry in Baltimore, is so largcIy

dependent upon oyster-packing, tbat an effort bas been made to obtain some statistics pertaining

to it, althongh the exact fignres will appeal' in tlJe census of manufaetllring industries. About

$250,000 is invested in the business, wbieh gin's cmplo~'lllcntto four hundred men (on oyster cans),
whose wages for eight montlls amount to ahout $100,000. This estimate is based on the number of
cans used, as shown h;y the returns from the l)acldnghouses, the workmen being paid so mucb per
100 cans. It was vefJ~ diftknlt to obtain allY satisfactor,Y statistics regarding tbe number of ship,

carpenters occupied in buildillg' and repairing oyster "cssels, hut from an extensive correspondence

with ship·builders in .arious parts of the State, I think it will be placing the estimate too low
rather than too lligh to sa;\" tbat there are three hundred workmen, including carpenters and sail­
makers, with yearly wages amounting to $156,000.

As can-makeI'll, ship-.yard workmen, &c., we then have 700 men, with about 3,500 people depend­

ent upon them, receiving 825u,000 in wages. It ,vas found impossible to obtain the number of
people engaged in the retail trade of Baltimore and other cities, as any statistics gathered from

restaurants Ulld hotels wuuld be dclusiw, since they are not engaged exclusively in bandling
o.ysters. Under the circnmstnllces, the best estimates that can be made may be deduced from cal­
culations based upon tbe local consumption in tbe cities. III Baltimore the city trade is monopO'
Jized by a lltlmber of commission hom,es, which handle all tbe oysters taken for local use, with the

exception of the receipts by steamers. From the books of these firms it was ascertained that the
sa.les of oysters from Sepk'mber 1, 18m, to l\la;y 1, 1880, for consumption in the city and suburbs,
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Occupation.

amounted to 793,680 bushels. Add to this 25,000 bushels received by steamers, and the total retail
trade is found to be 818,680 bushels. The average ]nice paid for shucking raw o,\'ster8 is 15 cents
a gallon; tbese being all of fine qnality will open a gallon to a bushel, and hence the amount paid
for opening 818,680 busbels would lJe $122,802. Estimating the a'-erage amount made b~' the
shuckers at $6 a week, or $192 for tbe season, it is seen that there are 640 men steadily employeu
for nearly eight months of the ~'ear in opening oysters for local consumption in Baltimore. There
is, in addition to these, a large Dum bel' of men who sell oysters around the streets j others who rent
a cellar room and sell from there; some engaged in driving oyster carts, and a few employed only
dnring the oyster season in rcstaurllnts as extra help. As near as can be discovereu, the number

of these may be placed at 500, with wages and earnings amounting to $9G,OOO. Of these 1,1:10 men
about 800 are negroes,

The local consumption of towns on the bay is about 200,000 busl1els a season, lhe sl1uckiIlg
of which pays $30,000 to 150 men. Estimating an average of fh-e to a family, tlJese 1,2!lO men who

are engaged ill shucking and selling oysters for local consumption tbroughout the State represent

an aggregate of 6,450 iIldividuals. Knowing the com;umption per capita of Baltimore anu suhurbs,
31\(1 calculating t\:at the inlmbitants of tbe tide·water counties consume proportionately at least
twice as many, it is easy to obtain an approxjmate idea of the total ~umber of oysters annually
consumed in the State, and not found in the returns from the packers. Of course t1le interior conll'
ties are not considered here, as they reeeire oysters from the packers which have alreads been

noted. The estimate that the tide· water counties consume locally twice as man:r as Baltimore ill
proportion to the num bel' of inhabitants, is based upon careful inquiry llnHlng well· informed persons.
On this estimate, taking the population as returneu by the present census, there are about 875,000

bushels annually consumed in the counties bordering on the bay, in addition to the 200,000 bushels
consumed in the towns on the bay. These oysters are generally opened bS the famiJi\:'R who eat

them, and hence there js no expense for shucking.
In some of the lower counties of the State oysters often pass current as mone~', and hI oue

town there is a weekly paper (subscription price $1), about fiftS of the subscriheI's to \vhich annu·
aIJy pay in oysters. As the editor thus receives from 100 to 125 bushels of oysters a season,

all of which are used in bis own family, I readi!y believe his assertion that he "was Yery fond of

o~ysters."

Summhlg up the total of all engaged in the oyster trade we ha,~e:

I
I I E~timated I'

NnmlJer Wa.ap
.
s and Dlmlbt'Y' of

engaged. oorIl1n~ J persons I____ I of sarno. isupported.

Dredgers .. -' .•••.••.......••....•.....•. '11 S, 000 $916, 300 11 I
Tongers .•.•.• •••••. •.•••......• 5, US 1, ~:~':~ I, 54,992 i
~:~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::J 2,~:o 166:400IJ I
Employes of packing·houses ······1 8, 6311 I 777, 779 1 17,278 I
Can·makers and ship.yard wOl'kmen .' 700 256,000 3,::;00 I
l'reparing forlecal consumption.... 1,290 248,802 6,450 I

--24,377 \]ll,8~'O,S21 \'--&2,220 I
Individual p""kers .......••.•••.. 225 '.'~"'" ..... 1, 125 1

Total --24, 602 !~:-::=I--Il3,345

In the above enumeration no account has been taken of the number of owners of the dredge,
the scrape, and the running boats, as lWy attempt to obtain such would be futile, since not even
UIA nam(IS of the boats can be ascertained. If it were possible to gather this information it would
swell the above figures to mnch larger proportions. From the $1,860,000, the present estimated
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value of these 1,4(;0 boats (excluding canoes), there must be a yearly profit of at least several
hundred thousand dollars. Some of fhe boats are owned by packers, others by the captains, and
the rest are distributed among all classes of society and almost all professions and occupations.
When the number of these is taken into account, it will more than counterbalance any overesti·

mates, if such tb<>re be, in r{'ganI to tlJe number of persons dependent upon the oyster trade of
tbe State.

Seaford, Del., situated on the :Nanticoke River, a tributary of the Cbesapeake Ba~', has quite
an extensive paekiIlg trade, and, as all the oysters are carried from Maryla.nd waters, it was
cOlJsidered advisable to include in this report the statistics of tlH:l trade at that city. Mr. D. J.J.

Rawlins, of Seaford, informs me that the oyster-packing business at Seaford was started by Platt
& Mallory (of Fair HaYen) in the fall of 1850. Hcmingways, Rowe, and other eastern pack.ers,
came in 1863 aud 18G4. They put ul>arly all their o~'sters in small tin caDiS, which they shipped
in cases holding auout 52 callS each, a good proportion being sent to Fair Haven, COTIn., to be
reshipped from there. The business not proving as profitable as was expected, by 18G7 nearly all

the original packers llad sold.out and left, since which time a fluctuating amount of business has
been kept up by various successive parties with alternating failure amI snccess. :No cans are used
now, nearly all shipments being made in bulk.

There are at Seaford seven oyster·packing :firms, having an aggregate capital of $14,600 and
occupying buildings estimated to be worth $28,500. From September 1, 1879, to May 1, 1880,

184,.500 bushels of oysters were llacked raw, giving employment to 170 males and 45 females, the
wages of both for the season amounting to $14,230. The estimated value of the oysters, after
being slmcked and pad:ed, was $i1,350, 'Vhen shucked oysters are shipped in bulk, the package
(barrel or half-barrel) is returned after being emptied, and then refilled. On tbis account only
1,400 packages, costing $1,000, were bought by Seaford packers during tho season of 1879-'80.

About 400 perso os are dependent upon the oyster trade of Seaford. The local consumption added

to the packing gives a total of 200,000 bushels handled at Seaford.

Genera·l Blt1Jmwry of the whole trade in Maryland.

I .Capital I l'l.~umber I
'11n"t"ested, _of persons­

rcal and 'emplo 'etL
, per8ona l. I. ) I

I ----, iIInl'aCking: _.........•. __ : $",928,376 i 8,639/
I In oyster cakhing_ .. _... __ _.. __ ~.j 2,042,500-: 13'748"1

IIn can making, &C · __ ·_~_·· __ ·_·~_·I 250,000,1 700

I
In local trade ".1__'20_"_000_,__1_,_290_.I

Total __ _.[ 6,245,876: 24,377
'-- ., I

, Eatlmated.

Quantity of oy.,ters ('alight in .Jfarylaml dUI"ing 1879-'80,
and the ili.,poBitioll1liade.

I DlspQ8ition made. I Bushels. I
I i

I PaeKed in the Sb,t", of Marylan<l. -·.· .•...•...•..1 *6, 1JIi3,4112 !
I Shippen out of tbe Sta~o..: _ - "_'12' V21, 840 I'

f J...ocn] 00DBumptwn lD 1..a1tl.morc ••••• _».~ ~. ~ ~ _ _ 818,680
I Local consumpti(Jll in otlH"r eitics of the State.. _. 200,000

r Loc"1 cOllsumpti<m in the conntics !~5, 000 I
I. Total ·----·· .. _···_· .. ···~-·· .. ·•··· __ .. ···IIO,569,012 i

• Tho tot,a] nnmber of 1ll1shcls packed in the Stato was 7,653,492,
but 1,000,000 bu~h,,18 C.a.mc from Virginia.




