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The Spapping Tartle is regularly seen in spring in the murkets of Washington, dressed for
couking, that is, having the under part of the shell and the entrails removed. The eggs of both
speeles are comparatively small, but delicate, and arve eaten in many loealities. They may be
found by probivgin the sand with a small rod, in plaees indicated by the tracks of the animall

Alarge proportion of the commercial sapply of the Spapping Turtle, as the observations of
Capt. J. W. Collins show, is derived from Delaware.

Storer remarks that in many loealities in the interior of Massachusetts the oil of the SBuapping
Turtle is carefully preserved on account of its supposed curative properties for braises and strains,
when externally applied.) The carapace is used by the Indians as a rattie and ornament.

40. THE MUSK TORTOISES,

CHARACTERISTICE OF THE Musk ToRToOISES.—It is perhaps scarcely necessary to mention
the Musk Tortoises, or Cinosternide, in this conneetion, They are of small size, and possess a
very strong and rank seent of musk, which makes them entirely anavailable as a source of food
supply. Indeed, the exceeding rankness of the odor of one species, Aremochelys odorata, has
gained for it the very expressive appellation of «Stink-pot.”* They are very troubleseme to fisher-
e, in placid waters, often swallowing the bait so quietly as to produce no agitation of the float,
g0 that their presence for some time is unperceived. They are often seen devoaring dead and
decaying animals in atreams, and therefore nndoubtedly prove efficacions as scavengers. In fact,
it Lias been snrmised that one caase of the prevalence of yellow fever in the Southern States is to
be found in the wholesale destruction of various Tortoises which feed on the refuse vegetable and
animal matter which collects in the rivers, some for foodl and others because supposedly obnoxious.

DisreiBUTroN.—Of the six species off Musk Torteises inhabitiug the United States, three are
found ouly in Arizona and the Sonoran region generally, one in the Southeru States, except lower
Florida and Texas, and the remaining ihree in the Eastern and Seuthern States, and the central
States westward to the extremities of the tribataries of the Mississippi.

4]. THE FRESH-WATER TERBRAPINS.

TERRAPINE AND PoxD Torroises.—In the group of Terrapius and Pond Tortoises are
comprised about one-half of all the Tortoises inhabiting the United States. The members of the
group vary greatly in habits and size and in other relations. Exclosive of the Marine Turtles,
they furnish the greater proportion of the reptilian food of the country, All the species are
available for food; that is to say, none of them have disagreeable qualities snch as the Muak
Tortolses, for instance, possess, but some are foo amall and others of too rare occurrence to
furnish any considerable supply.,

The Emydide of the United States have been divided among six genera,’ based on certain
differences «f their structure, and since the division is a convenient one for the present purpose,
we will adopt it and treat of the species of eacl genus together.

Tk FRESH-WATER TERRAPING.—The habitat of the members of thig greup is decidedly
sonthern, for they are rarely seen north of the forty-tirst parallel of latitude., They live in woist
and marshy localities and in rovning water, their structure Leing well adapied for semi-aguatic
and aquatic lfe. Some are vegetable feeders, while others are carnivorous., The genus inclndes
seven North American species. Of these the most important is the “Red-bellied Terrapin,”
Pseudemys rugosa, The animal is alse known under the pames © Potter,” “ Red-fender” and

'8STORER: Report on tha Fishes, Reptiles, und Birds of Massachusetis, 1839, p. 213,
® Cor®: Check-tiat of North American Butraclia uud Reptilia, 1576, pp. 52, 63.
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»Slider.” Ifs range seems to e limited to (e Delawars River, the Bnsquehanug River, and aother
streams emptying into Chesapeake Bay. If is common in the vicinify of Washington, and is
frequently seen in the markets in considerable numbers. It is o large species; the sbell is nswally
ten or cleven inches in length.  As bas been already stated, the Red-bellied Terrapin is regubarly
seen in the markets;, and as it is mwore abomdant and less esteemed than the  Diamond-back
Terrapin,” it is asually nnch lower in price. Tt is cowmonty sabstitnted in certuin proportion for
the ¢ Diamond-back ” in making terrapin stew.

Aside from its somewhat slow growth there is apparently no reason why this Terrapin shonld
pot Ire introdoced into waters both north and scuth of its present range. It furnishes a very
considerable amount of amtritious food at no expense 1o the producer.

T MoOBILIANER.—Ancother important species iz that konown  as the  “ Mobilianer,”
Pseudemys mobiliensis, This is perhaps the largest representative of the genus or of the whole
group in the United States. The shell is often from 14 to 10 inehes in length. It is found more
or less abundaoptly in all the Gualf States, from extreme Western Florida to the Rio Grande of
Texas. lts form would suggest that it lives mestly in the water. Of what its food eonsists is
not definitely known, but it is undoubtedly mostly of a vegetable charaeter. 14 is cousidered
quite delieate, and is esteemed as food. It is frequently sold in the markets of Mobile, New
Orleans, and other Southern eities.

THE YELLOW-BELLIED TERBAPIN.— Pseudemys soabra, a species which oveurs in the Carolinas,
Georgia, and Northern Florida, is used to a considerable extent for food. 16 is known popularly
as the “ Yellow bellied Terrapin.”  That it s & very abupdant species, af least in Florida, we may
learn from the following uote, communicatest to the Boston Society of Natural Histery iu 1870, by
the Rev, O. F. Knight:

‘#In the early sumener [this species] congregates in great numbers in the shallow parts of
certain lakes, and the warm and still bayous near the mouths of those stremns which empfy into
the Gulf. On one oceasion the speaker [Mr. Kpight), doatiug quietly down stream, came upon
oue of thege gatherings whera there seemed to be many thousands within the spuce of two oy
three acres, covering every log and stump and hummoek almost as thickly as shingles lie upon a
reof.” .

The Yellow-bellied Terrapin is largely a carnivorous animal. It [ives on small reptiles and
other such animals as it can capture in the streains and ponds which it imhabits. 1n continement,
however, it will condescend to partake of vegetable food, particnlarly of the veminon purslain,
FPoreulaca oleracea, of which it seems quite fond., 1t is frequently brought to Charleston, South
Carolina, and other Southern markets in considerable numbers. The flesh is not considered as
delicute us that of the “ Diamond-back Terrapin,” but the amwount furnished is greater.

OTHER SPRCIES.—OF the remaining species it will be necessary to speak only of Pseudemys
conciang. The other three species, Pseudemys hievoglyphica, inhabiting the Middle, Western, and
Galf States, Pseudemys Troostis, inhabiting the Mississippi Valley, as tur north as [llinois, and
Pseudemys elegans, inhabiting Olio and Texas and the States through which the western and
northern tributaries of the Mississippi River flow, seem not to be sufficiently abundant to furnish
regular supplies of foed, Pagudemys concinng, the “ Florida Uooter,” is found in all the Soutliern
States, from southern North Carclina to Florida, and from thence westward to Texas, and also in
Arkansas. They seem to prefer brackish wuters, hut are found alwe in fresh-water stredws,
Their diet is principally of animal matter; in Florida they are said to feed upon certain species of
worms which {hey captare by thrusting their long claws into the worm-holes in the elay.  Although
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not as abundant as the Yellow.bellied Terrapin, they are snfficiently so to fornish considerable
tood, bat whether they are brought o marker I am uot aware.

42. THE DIAMOND-BACK OR SALT-WATER TERRAFIN.

Three spiecies of the genos Haloeoclemmps inhabit the United States. By far the most
impertant of these, umd the most valuable of all Terrapins, is the Maleeoclemmys palustvis, or
# Digmond-back Terrapin,”

The other two species, the Geograpluce Torteires, M, goographieq and M, Leswewri, are of com-
pararively rare occurrence, and are not used for food to any considerable extent,

Inyrripuriex.—The © Dimanond back,” or < Balt-water Terrapin,” is common along onr entfirs
Atlantic coast from Nantucket and New DBedfond, in Massacliusetts, to Texas, It also oecnes in
South Americt. [t was introduceed into Ttaly by the Prinee of Canino, o number of years age, but
of’ the success of the enterprise I have been unnble fo [earn,  Those wiich enter into eoumnerce,
Liowever, are principaily from Chesapeslie Bay and the coast of the Carolinas, Bome very fine
enes alse come from Eyg Harbor, X, J,

CHARACTERISTICS AKD HARTTS.—The Diamoud-back lives in salt marshes near the coast, and
is seldom found far trem them,  They were formerly very abnndant in such localities, and conld
be otten seen on wartn days sunning thewnselves on the bars and flats. Bt the nereasing demand
for them and the wholesale capiure of old and young bave reduced their nnmbers vers materially.
The speeies is a comparatively small one, and varies muoch in external appearancs. The feinnles

attain @ Larger size than the males, and are much more highly prized in market. The average
fengihe of the under part of the shell is seven inches, and the weight of the animal tour or five
pounds.  Rarely the length reaches ten inches, and the Terrapin welghs about ten pounds. TFha
fixed standard of length for salable females in most markets is six inches, but in some it is as low
a8 five inehes. Terrapin baving that length are known as “counts.” The smull specimens are
separated into “ heifers” and +little bulls”; their under shell rarely exceeds five inches in length.
Ay has been alrecady said, they are deemed very inferior to the females, and the price of them is
therefore mch lower.

It regard to the rate of growth, I have seen it stated that the Diamond-back reaches
maturity, or rather lays eggs, when four years old, but this is bardly probable. It does not accord
with the observations of Agassiz and others, nor with the peculiarities of the group generally.
Experiments made by a dealer in North Carolina seem to show that the species grow ahout one
inelr each year, so that “counts” are at least six years old. Probably ten years at least elapse
before they are folly grown.

Foon.-~What the food of the Diamond-back Terrapin js does not seem to be exzactly kuowi.
Very probably, however, it consists of such matter, both animal and vegetable, as the animal is able
to find in the marshes in which it lives, When penned, preparatory to sending them to market, they
are Yed om crabs, oysters, and fish, To give them the finrest flavor they are said to be fed upon
celery for some days previcus o being served. In the winter the tortoise hibernates and takes no
feod, remaining buried several inches in the mnd. Unfortunately for ita welfare, a little mound of
mud is always raised above the spot where it disappears, which at once catches the eye of the
terrapin fisherman. A large proportion of the Terrapins are taken while they are in this torpid
condition. ' '

BEEEDING HABIT#.-~—Like all other species of Tortoises, the Piamond back deposits its
eggs on land. When the laying season arrives the female secks some sandy bar or bunk above
water, and having excavated & shallow pit with the hind lega, deposits itom five fo seven eggs.
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The breeding season occars in the latter part of Jupe and early part of July., Tt is sald that the
young show no digposition to seek the water, but prefer 1o remain in the sand.

Koonomic VALUE.—The Diamond-back is higliy prized for food. Philadelphia furnishes
the best market for this apecies, but it ig also sold in large numbers in Baltimore, Washington,
New York, Boston, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Cinecinnati, Saint l.ouis, and many other cities. The
seanon lasts from the beginning of Oetober fo the first or middle of Sune; the bhest months are
October and November. The specimens {from North Carolina usunally appear in the market last.
The “counts,” or those over six inches long, bring from eighteen to thirty-six dollars per dozen in
the market; the smaller ones are usually zold separately, at prices of from fifteen lo fifty cents
apiece. These prices, however, are almost «ixty per cenf. ligher than the prices received by the
catcher, for the Terraping pass throngh several hands on their way to market. The majority of
Terrapins are actually caught in the summer months and are penned in vards, known ax * crawls,”
until the marketing season arrives. A description of the crawls and of the method of capturing
the Terrapin will be found in the chapter on THE TEREAPIN FISHERY.

There are two principal modes of cookipg the Diamond-back Terrapin, one known as the
Maryland style, and the other as the Philadelphia siyle. The Maryland style is as follows: The
Terrapin ia firgt thrown alive into tepid watler, the skin and claws are vemoved; a second
immersion in the water follows. The under shell is then eat away and the gall.bladder and
liver removed. After this operation the Terrapin ig stewed until thoroughly eooked. The stew
is then gamished with eggs, cream, butter, and spices, and when ready for the table a listle
wine is added. The Philadelphia style i8 different from the preceding ownly in the addition of
terrapin eggs, which, in the estimation of epicures, are necessary {o eomplete the dish.

43. THE POND TORTOISES.

TH® GENUS CHRYSEMYS.~Three species of genus Chrysemys, the Pond Tortoises, inhabit
the United Btates: (. picta. whose range extends from Nova Scotia and Maine to Wisconsin and the
States on the east bank of the Mississippi, and sonthward to Lonisiana, Northern Mississippi, and
Georgia; (. Belli, whose range is frow the States on the west bank of the Mississippi, and Texas,
westward to the Sierra Nevadas, excepting the Sonoran region; and O. reticulate, whose range is
from Southern North Caroting to Florida and west to Louisiana, Of these the most important,
perhaps, is the Chrysemys picte. It is a very abandanit species, is of considerable size, the shell
being six or seven inches in length, and has no disagreeable qualities. It lives in ponds, ditches,
and sluggish rivers, where it is almosnt invariably seen lying on rocks and fallen trees, basking in
the sun. It is very timid, dropping into the water immediately on the approach of man, and soon
dies in confinemens, It feeds on worms, insects, and small aquatic reptiles.

THE “CHICEEN TORTOISE.”—Of the two remaining species O. reticulata is the more valued.
It is known under the name of “Chicken Turtle” in the region where it oeenrs, Its habits are
very similar to those of the preceding species, bnt it I8 » somewbat larger snmiweal. 1t s
frequently brought to the Southern markets, and is somewhat more highly esteemed than the
Yellow-bellied Terrapin Pseudemys scabra.

Brpis ToRTOISE.—~The remaining species, O, Belli, is a fine Tortoise, lutt appears to be rure,
eXeept in the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers. Little fs known of its habits, except that it
Prefess olear waters, 8o far as I am aware it is bub rarely eaten.

TEE cENve CEELOPUS: THE 4 BL.LACHICK —Four spevies belonging to this genns inbahit
the United Btates, of which the most important, commercially, is ¢\ marmoratus, ocenrring on the
Paﬁlﬁﬂ coasi betwean the Sierras and the sea, from Vancouver's Island to Monterey, California.
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It lives in the rivers and fresh-water ponds, preferring those of which the water iz somewhat warm.
It grows to a very considerable size, the shell frequently measuring seven or eight inches, Itis
said to deposit its eggs in June. “They are almost constantly for sale in the markets of San Fran-
cigco, and make pretty good soups, though muech inferior fo the Sea Turtles,” They are also seen
in the markets in other parts of California. The epecies is called ¢ El-la-chick” by the Nisquallies.

THE WoeoD TorTosE: OTHER SPECIES.-— Chelopus insculptus, or the *“Wegod Torteive,”
which inhabits the Eastern States from Maine to Pennsylvania and west to Ohio, is & species of
medinom size, but thongh available for food, it is, as far as I am aware, rarely eaten. It lives mostly
in ponds, but is frequently sesn on land, either in gearch of food, or, as has been suggested, to rid
itgelf of the leeches which cling very persistently to it. The ¢ Spotted Tortoise” or “Bpeckled
Turtle,” CUhelopue guttatus, and Muhlenberg’s Tortoise, Chelopus Muhlenbergi, are comparatively
worthiess varieties, The former occurs in the New England States and in New York, Pennsyivania,
and Michigan, and probably also in Ohjo. The latter ivhabits sonthern New York, New Jersey,
and eastern Pennsylvania. The Speckled Turtle lives in pends and running waters, but ¢. Muhlen-
bergi is frequently found on land. Both subsist principally on an animal diet. The Speckled
Tuartle, when feeding, uses the fore-feet in retaining the prey, in a manner reminding one of that
of the domestic cat.

THE GENUS EMYe.—Only one species of thir genns inhabits the United States; it has, so
far as I am aware, no common name. This iz the Emys meleagris. It occurs in the New England
States and westward to Wisconsin. It is a rare animal and seldom seen, and hence little is known
of its habits.

44 THE BOX TORTOISES.

TEE CAROLING Box TorTLE.~-To the genus Cistude belong the Tortoises which have the
power of shotting the body and limbs within the shell, and from this peculiarity are known as
“Box Tartles,” The most common apecies is Cistudo caroling, with its Soathern variety, triunguis,
which singularly has but three claws on the hind foot. It occurs all over the eastern United States
from the c¢oast to the States on the west bank of the Mississippi River. In the Southern Stutes it
is known as the * Pine-barren Terrapin,” and is also called “Cooter” by the negroes. It lives
almost entirely on land, feeding on insects and ofther animal matter, and also on eertain kinds of
vegetables, ' .

It is said to do damage in the fields to cucumbers and other growing vegetables. In confine-
ment it can be readily raised on apples and other fruits. It has been sometimes kept in
cellars to destroy mice and rats, but it is doubitful whether so sluggish a tortoise would be able to
capture 8o nimble a rodent as a mouse, -

Another speeies, or perhaps only a variety of the preceding, known as Cistudo ornafa, oceurs
in the Missiasippi Valley.!

t ATthongh not apperiaining strietly to the aubject of this report, but as eom pleting the foregoing sketeh of the
Tortoises of the United Btaies, I may be allowed to allude to the three Gopher Tortoises of the Bouth and Wesi. The
Florida ‘' Gopher,” Xersbates pelyphemus, (Daudin} Cooper, inhabita the Bouthern States from Sonth Caroling to Texas;
Agassiz’s Gopher, X. Agaseizi, Cooper, is found in Sonthern California and Arizona; and Berlandier's Tortoise, X. Ber-
landieri, Agase., Southern Texas and Novtheastern Mexico. All five in dry and sandy regions, and faed upon vegetahle
mattor. The castern and western Gophers, and possibly Berlandier's Tortoise, dig deep burrowa in which to dwell.
The Florida Gopher farnishes no ineonsiderable proportion of the meat mupply of many negro femilies in the South,
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G—THE AMPHIBIANS.
45. THE BULL-FROG.

DIRCOVELRY OF THE BULL-FRoG—The firat mention of the Bullfrog, Bana Catesbiena, Shaw,
is found in the eighteenth volume of the Philosophica! Transactions, publisbed in London in 1694,
in which Clayton slludes to it as being a Jarger Frog than any found in Ingland, and one
which “makes a noise something like the hellowing of a ball”! TYears later it was acenrately
deseribed by Catesby under the name of “Balifrog,” an appeflasion by which it ia now universally
knowi,

RANGE.—~The geographical range of the Pnll-freg has never been asccurately defined. It is
found in all the States on the Atlanfic seaboard, abd in Canada. In the coilections of the
National Musenm there are specimens from Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Arkansas,
amouy the southweatern Btates; from Ohio, Wisconsin (Racine), and Montana (Yellowstope
River); and from Cslifornia {San Diego). 1 the shetimens bave been correctly identified, the
species muss extend over the greater part of the United States,

S1ZE: MODE OF LiFE.—In regard to size, the Bull-frog ia endoubtedly the largest animal of
its kKind inhabiting North America. Holbrook? states that it reaches a length of twenty-one
inches, although the average, of course, is congiderably less. It lives in quist ponds and slug-
gish rivers, and is solitary in habit, colleeting together only during the breeding season. Like
other Frogs, it is carnivorous, feeding npon insects, moltngks, and other smait apimals which Yive
it or near bodies of fresh water. It seizes its prey whenr in metion, and bites greedily at the kool

BrerpING HABRTTN: FROG CULTURE—The Bull-frog breeds in spring, at which time hundreds
ar¢ o be seen together in small ponds. During this seasen the male utters the well-kuown
bellowing ery whick may be heard as a long distance.

The artificial cnlinre of Froga bas been attempted in & sumber of losalitivs, with greater or
less success. Mr, Seth (3reen gives the following aecount of a method for propagating them,
which he employed with good results:

“1. How to get the spawn.—Take a large dipper and go to the pond where Ehe frog casts
its spawn. You will fnd them in a glatinbus bunch. "When you dip them up, be very carefnl
hat 6o break the glutinons watter whieh binds them together, Put them in a pal or can, filled
with water, and take them to your hatching-box, which is made after the fashion of the shad-
hatching box. It is a box two feet long, eighteen inches wide, and a foot deep, covered on the
Yoitom with gas-tarred wire sieving, twelve wires to the inch. Anchor the box in a_ gentle
Current. They will haich in from seven to fifteen days, according to the temperatore of the
water,

“2. How ta tgke care of them.—Boon after they are hatched, they should be turned lepse
W & pond prepared with great care, as they have nnmerous enemies, such as fish, snakes, birds,
lizards, coons, and maity other animals. The pond should De made where the ground is springy,
ahd have plenty of soft muck in the bottom. In this inuck the frog lies during the winfer.
The pond shont hiave a tight hoard fence, 8o that no aniwals could get in, and should be builf
So close to the water that no bird could staud on the eyonnd inside the fence and pick up the

“Flhilosoplical Transactions, xvifi, 160, p. 125
¢HoLbkook : Neorth American Herpetology, iii, 1838, p. 82.
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polliwogs. If you do not heed all these precautiens, and more too, your young fry will all
disappear down the stomach of some bird or animal; and if you are not an unusnally close
observer, you will be in great wonder where they have gone. You will have no tronble in feeding
the young while they are polliwegs; nature has provided for that ip all. waters. They feed upon
microscopic forms found in the sediment,’”?

MoDES oF cAPTTRE.—The capture of Frogs is effected in various ways. In Canada the fishery
is carried on fargely by bogs, who employ spears, in the use of which they are said to become quite
expert. Insome loealities scoop-nets are used. Mr. Paol Pieombo, of Oskland, California, informs
me that he seldom has need of any apparatns, as he finds po difficulty in securing the Progs
by grasping them with his hands.

Iu regard to the capture of Frogs in Europe, where the species Rana esculenta is most
generally eaten, Mr. Buckland furnishes us with the following information :

¢ The old fishwife of whom I bonght the frogs informed me that she had a man regularly in
ler employ to eatch them. He went ont every evening at dusk to the pounds in the neighborhood
of Paris, with a lantern and a long stick, to end of which was attached a piece of red cloth. The
frogs were attracted by the lHght to the place where the fisherman stood. He then lightly dropped
hir cloth oo the surface of the water; the frogs, imagining that some dainty morsel was placed
before them, eagerly suapped at it, and, their teeth becoming entangled, they became an easy prey,
destined for to-morrow’s market and the tender mercies of the tish or rather frog womnan.”?

Econoyi¢ vses.—Desmarest, in his article on Frogs in the “ Dictionnaire d'Histoire Naturelle,”
makes the following remarks regarding the uses to which theae animals may De put:

“#The fiesh of Frogs is white and delieate, and contains a great deal of gelatine. It is eaten
atmost everywhere in Europe, but particularly in France, Frogs talken in autuzmn are in the bess
condition for food, but they are also taken in the summer. In spring the flesh is not at all delieate,
In England alt parts of the Frog are eaten except the skin and the viscera, but with na only the
hind legs are eroployed.

“Trog sonp is wsed innedicines in cases of phthisis, bypochondria, and ail those chronte affec-
tions which are accompanied by permanent irritation. This remedy, which bas been prescribed by
a eelebrated Doctor Pomme, is net in use at the present time. In ancient days many preparations
were eade from Frogs, such as oil and salve, and from the spawn, water and oil, etec. Dioscorides
recommended Frogs coocked with salt and oil as a remedy for the bite of the venomous serpents,
and would have the patient swallow a heart every morning as a pill for incorable diseases. In the
country the lack of ice is sometimes supplied by the application of a frog to the forehead in cases
of cerebral congestion.”?

The late Mr. Buckland, iu his entertaining work on “Curiosities in Natural History,” already
guoted, also alludes to the gastronomic value of the Frog, in his usnal inimitable style, as follows:

“ Frogs are not often used in Germany, but in France they are considered a luxury, as any bon
vivant, ordering a dish of them at tbe Trois Frores’ at Paris, may, by the long price, speedily
ascerfain.  Not wishing to try sneh an expensive experiment in gastronomy, I went to the large
market in the Faubourg Saint-Germain and inguired for Frogs. 1 was referred to a stately looking
dame at a fish stall, who produced a Lox nearly full of them, huddling and crawling abont, ani
occasionally cronking, as thongh aware of the fate for which they were destined. The price fixel
was two a penny, and, baving ordered a dish to be prep.ire(l the Dame de la Halle divéd her hand in

FReport, United States Fish Lummlssmnﬂ part ii, 1874, pp. 567.588
¢ BUCKLAND, Wuances T.: Curiosities of Nutural Hlstnr}, 1840, p. 39.
*Dictionnaire Universel ' Histoire Natarelie, vi, 1840, P 308, :
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among them and, having secured her vietim by the hind legs, severed him io twain with a sharp
knife; the legs minus skin still struggled and were placed on a dish, and the head with the fore
legs affixed retained life and motion and performed such motions that the operation became painfal
iolock at. These legs were afterwards cooked at the restanratenr’s, being served up {ried in bread-
crumbs, as larks are in England; and most excellent eating they were, tasting more like the
delicate flesh of the rabbit than anything else I can think of,

“1 afterwards tried a dish of the common English frog, but his flesh is not 80 white nor 8o
tonder as that of his French brother.

¢ Should any person wish to have a dish of real I'rench frogs, he can buy them at Fortuum
and Mason’s for half-a-guinea, a tin-caseful, They are beautifully preserved and are ready for
cooking. I have eaten them at the house of a lady who kindly invited me to lunciieon when ghe
tried the experiment.

¢ The edible frog (rana esculente) ig brounght from the country, in quantities of from thirly te
forty thopsand at a time, to Vienna, and sold to great dealers who have conservatories for them,
These conservatories are large holes, four or five feet deep, dug in the ground, the mouth covered
with a board, and in severe weather with straw. In these conservatcries, even during a hard
frost, the frogs noever become quite torpid; they get together in heaps one upon another,
instinctively, and thereby prevent the evaporation of their humidity, for no water is ever put to
them.?!

The castoin of eating Frogs was introduced inte the United States from Eunrope, and has
spread from the cities on the east coast to those in the interior and on the weat eoast. On account
of the limited anpply which is sent to market, frog meat hag hitherfo been considered an article of
luxury, rather than one of general consumption. In restanrants and hotels it is seldom found on
the regular bill of fare, but in these of the better class, in the large cities at Ieant, it is not
wanting on the order-list.

The supply of Frogs for the New York market, aceording to the statement of Mr, E. (3, Black-
ford, is obtained principally from Canada, Northern Xew York, and the vicinity of Philadelphia.
The season lasts from May to November. The hind legs, or “hind quarters” as they are termed,
arc the only portions usually eaten, there being but an insignificant amount of flesh on other parts
of the animal. Mr. Blackford states that he is aceustomed to sell about 12,000 pounds of frog
weat annually, and it is probable that the consumption of New York City is not less than 60,000
pounds. The average retail price is thirty cents per pound.

At Beston “Frogs are mold generally by the dozen, and bring from twenty to fifty cents,
accordicg to guality. As the demand increases the business wifl Turnish quite a souree of rural
income. . . . The subject of canning Frogs is being talked of, and efforts are being made
to discover a good process for this pnrpose®

The following paragraph frem an American newspaper of recent date contains some informa-
tion regarding the extent of the business in Minnesota: “A new industry has recently aprung up
in parts of Minnesots, that has already arrived at the dignity of statistics. Trog culture is the
new thing ; it is a simple matter, consisting chiefly in the protection of eggs and tadpoles from
birds and other enemies, by means of wire sereens. The product, thus far reported, amounts to

- 3,000 ﬂm# of frogs’ legs, of which about two-thirds have becn shipped to Saint Lonis. The
sverage quotation of prices is twenty cents per dozen.”
- Trogs are quoted regularly as appesring in the San Francisce market. Mr. Paul Pieombo,

: . {BucrLAaND, FRANCI® T, ;: Curiositien of Natural History, 1840, pp. 38-40.
o 11 .. .. *RBoston Commercial Bulletin,
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whose name has been already mentioned, if his statements are reliable, is one of the largest dealers
in Frogs in California. He writes, in answer to a circular: ¢ Most of the Frogs canght in this State
are caught by me”; and in response to the questions propounded, stutes that he sells abount ihree
bundred dozens of live Frogs annnally, sending twe-thirds of them to S8an Francisco, and the
remainder to various other localities in California. The price during summer ranges from oue
dollar to two dollars and a half, and in winter from three to five dollars,





