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a barrel of the mackerel fishermen. When sold for oil they bring about
thirty cents a barrel. That is less than the former prices. Last year
the price was fifty cents a barrel, and other prices in proportion. All
kinds of fish brought & low price this year, because there were so many
pounds ranning against each other. Last year we got 82 50 a barrel
alongside the fish-pound; now we get only $2. We sell menhaden for
oil to the guano-works here. They grind up about six hundred barrels
a day.
MACKEREL.

2. We got some stragglers earlier ; but about the 9th of May we cal-
culated that the main body strock; that is, that they came in for good,
They appeared about the same time in the sound and in the bay.

11. We canght them in the bay before they were caught at Wood’s
Hole. They always strike on the east side. All the fish we caught this
spring had been up the bay and were cowming out.

2, The mackerel run about ten days.

4. They were unusually pleuty this year; I think from a half to a
third more this year than before.

6. I do not kuow why they were more abundant this year.

11. In the fall they appear to go wmore out in the sea channel. They
go east in the spring and westward in the fall.  Last fall they were very
plenty in the mouth of Vineyard Sound; were caught by the mackerel
tishermen about the middle of October—large mackerel.

8. Those caught this spring were so large that a tlour-barrel would
hold ouly 140, without any ice, and laid on the head would go half
round. They were not fat, but very poor. Sometimes we get smaller
ones.

17. There was only one general run.

13. 1 do not know.

18. Both come in together. There is a scale over the eye, so that it
looks very dim in the spring, and they will not bite.

73. It is only caught in nets in the spring; they will not then bite the
hook.

23. Certainly, any quantity.

21. Near the surface.

37. Nothing but swmall fish.

34. The blue-fish eat them ; all kinds of fish will eat them.

46, When we first catch them there is spawn in them, so ripe that it
will run out, about the 10th of May. They could not have got far from
these waters before spawning.

64. I have seen young mackerel here in the fall; they are found in
the ponds, about five inches long. These, I think, were spawned in the
spring.

52. I have no idea how many.

72. At sea they are caught in purse-nets.

71. They are caught with the hook outside by the 1st of May,

78. Highest price, ten cents a pound, and the lowest, three, by the
quantity. 1t was less than last year.

86. New York and Boston.

TAUTOG.
9. When the winter is moderate I have seen them around all winter.

In a hard winter many come ashore dead. They are more plenty in
the summer.



PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES. 65

71. A tautog will notbite when it is closed up.

4. Ttather more plenty than scup.

5. Much less plenty than formerly.

8. Nine or ten pounds. The largest are caught in the spring, in the
fish-pounds.

9. About three years in growing.

10. The female is more plump, aud a shorter fish than the male.

11. We cateh them at the head of the bay (west) before they are
caught here ; the best place is along the coast in Buzzard’s Bay. |

46. Among scattering rocks, or an eel-grass bottom. I have seen
them come in where there was not more than four feet of water, and
seen them spawn there. Sometimes two or three big fish are seen to-
gether. They come to spawn about the beginning of June, and stay about
a fortnight.

52, The eggs are plenty, as large as those of the herring.

14. They come in in schools, the first mostly large fish.

2. They came this year on the 19th of April, and continued to come
more plentifully till the 25th of April. This wasabout two weeks carlier
than usual.

19, They will not bite when they first come in.

20. Sometimes they will bite just before they spawn ; and then, again,
right after. They almost always have one Dbiting spell, just before
spawning, from the middle to the last of May.

46. I do not think they drop their spawn until the 1st of June.

23. Sometimes the spawn runs out about the 1st of May, in the pound.
That depends upon the number, whether they are erowded or not.

2. All the fish we take in pounds we take before they spawn; none
of them afterwards.

21. Close to the bottom.

30. About rocks and eel-grass, whether spawning or harboring.

34. None that I know of.

37. Crabs, muscles, and barnacles ; and I have caught them with lit-
tle lobsters in them. The hermit-crab is the best bait for them, and
sand-crabs. b

86. New York, particularly.

82, Noj; it is not good.

83. Not used for manure. .

84, The first canght brought 875 for four barrels, in New York. A
barrel averages 130 pounds, withont ice. The lowest price was one and
a half cents a pound here.

SQUETEAGUL.

2. They are most plenty in August.

b. They are more plenty every year, while the blue-fish is getting
scarece,

2, We found them first this year about the 1st of June.

6. They increase because the blue-fish diminish.

8. The largest about nine pounds.

9, They attain their growth in three vears.

11. They come from the West.

17. There are different sizes, bat not so great as in scup.

20. They are not ecanght here with the hook. In the bay they are
caught, and will bite menhaden for bait.
i 37. I think they feed on the same as the striped-bass; that is, small
ish.

S. Mis. 61

b
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BLUE-FISH.

2. Come in spring and leave in the fall. Come about the 20th of
May.

21, Not so near the top as the menbaden. We only know they are
here by first catching them in the pounds.

76. Caught in pounds before they bite the hook.

8. The larger ones caught first; weigh from five to eight pounds.

11. They go eastward. Come in from the sea, like maclkerel. Most
of the migrating fish come in like scup, some running nearer the shore
than others.

23. Never saw one with a spawn in if.

64. There are many yvoung ones about here.

5. They are decreasing; the deerease began within four or five years.

6. 1 think those taken in the pounds make muceh difference.

75. The largest haul I ever knew in a pound was about seven hun-
dred.

20. They begin to take the hiook about the 10th of June.

11. They scatter in summer, and school again when they run out.

37. Any fish that are swimming ; they want something to chase.
Never knew them to eat erabs or shell-fish, Never saw worms in their
stomachs. :

42, Know nothing about their spawning.

68. Never knew of any disease among them.

82. Yes; many are salted in the fall, as it is then fat.

83. Never used for manure.

84, Highest, cight cents a pound; and lowest, four. That is as
much as the price last year. They were searce this year.

SPANISII MACKEREL.

2. We began to catch them two years ago, about the 25th of July.
Caught till the middle of September.
4, More plenty last year than the year before.
37. About the same as that of striped-bass.
8. Average about three pounds; never saw any of the very large
ones, so called.
SIEA-BASS.

2. First taken about the 1st of May. Itis found here in the sumner
and in the winter.

5. Much searcer than formerly.

8. Have caught them that weighed twelve pounds.

11. Much like scup; but do not sehool as much as scup.

75. Have caught three or four hundred in a pound at a time.

83. They unsed to put them on the land about Seconnet.

46. I think on the ecl-grass bottom.

37, They catch some fish and eat crabs.  Mackerels’ intestines are the
best bait; and the stomach of the menhaden is largely used as bait.

82, Never.

84. Highest price, six cents n pound, and the Jowest, four. Have
known the price as high as fifteen and eighteen cents.

STRIPED-BASS,

11, They go eastward, like scup and sea-bass.
2, Tirst caught about the first of May.
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46. Think they spawn out south, in the fall.

5. They are much diminished——almost exterminated.

71, We cateh them with hooks in the spring ; but they will not weigh
half a pound apiece, and are all of the same size.

30. These little ones go into the ponds every year.

8. The largest weigh from three to seven pounds, and then the old sea-
bass, as they are called, weigh from ten to eighty or ninety pounds.

17. There are threerunsof striped-bass ; the smallest coming the 1st of
May, the second size about the 20th to the 25th, and the biggest about
the 1st of Jaly.

72. They will not go into pounds; or if they do they get out; except
the small ones.

5. They are less plenty than formerly,

71. They begin to bite about the 10th of June.

30. The little ones go into fresh water; the larger ones never do.

2. I have known them here all winter. The little bass stay in the
ponds until it is very hot, and then come out, and go in again when it
is cooler. Thelarge ones are caught in deep water.

37. Mostly they feed on brit—little fish. They will eat crabs, and a
large one will eat herring or menhaden.

11. They go eastward in spring and westward in the fall,

84. The highest price this year was not over half a cent a pound. We

:aught none of the large ones.

COD-FISII.

72. With the hook; none in pounds, to speak of.

2. Last of March and first of April oft Nomanw’s Land. Come into
the sound about the 10th of April; they stay till about the first ot May.

11. I think those that come into the sound go west.

HERRING.

2. Caught in pounds about the 1st of April.

11. Bound eastward., When they run low they are traveling.

75. The largest haul last year was 13,000, ,

3. More plenty this year and last than for some years before.

6, I do not think it is from the planting on the coast. Perhaps it is
becanse the blue-fish are gone. They were appreciably more abundant
this year than last; and also last year than the year before.

Woon’s HoLE, September 5, 1871.

Captain ISATATL SPINDEL:

Captain Spindel is the manager of a fish-pound at the eastern extrem-
ily of Buzzard’s Bay. They took scap first this year on the 27th of
April. The pound was put down on the 12th, and the first fish were
taken on the 14th. Herring and alewives were the first fish taken.
Some English herring were caught with the rest, but not very plenty.-
They are easily distinguished from the alewives. I call them * blue-
backs.” They are the same as they catch down east in nets, and also in
Cape Cod Bay. We got the English herring all the time we did ale-
wives. I should say both were caught as late as the middle of May,
We caught them most plenty about the last of April. Never caught
over three thousand at a time. We sold them for bait; all the alewives
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caught in spring go for bait. We could sell ten times as many, it we
could get them, for bait. We sold a few at New Bedford. A few are
salted by people here. They do not eat many fresh,

Menhaden come next. The first one we caught last year was on the
23d of April; and the first mackerel at the same time.

The mackerel and menhaden caught then were stragglers. Likely
enough the next day we got two or three, amd so ou.  About the 10th
t0 the 15th of May was the best time for catehing menhaden Iast year;
this year they came on the 21st of April, when we caught a thousand.
We caught o few stragglers before. I think we caught one or two about
the middle of April. We Lrought them ashore and tried then for their
fatness. The first that come are nearly as fat as they are in the fall of
the year.

The English herring have spawn in them when we first cateh them.
The alewives and menhaden have some. I never saw much spawn in
menhaden any time; not so much as in alewives.

I have seen blue-fish and squeteague throw the food out of their
stomachs when caught. I think the blue-tish fill their stomachs and
then empty them just {or the fun of the thing, so as to cateh more fish
I have seen them go into a school of menhaden and eatch some and
throw them up again, and then go in again. I could not swear they
threw the stuf up, but I am quite positive it is so. I have seen the
tish all chewed up thrown out in the water. They often Dbite fish, and
swallow a part and leave the rest.

‘We do not cateh tautog with the first run; not till about the 5th to
the 15th of May. We catch only now and then one in April.

Sea-Dbass (black-bass) come a little after the tautog, along about the
20th of May to the 10th of June. We do not catch any stragglers in
April.

We got the first lot of scup on the 27th of April, when we got four
barrels, I think. 'We got themn most plenty about the Sth of May., We
did not catch a great many this year. At one haul I think we got two
boat-loads, say thirty-five barrels in all. These were very large—threc-
pounders, some of them. They had spawn in them, not very ripe. I
have seen spawn in middling-sized secup—the two-year old scup. When
most plenty, we got $2 50 and $3 a barrel for scup. We sold to Powel,
of Philadelphia. Those we sold at New Bedford we got three cents a
pound for.

The lowest price we have ever sold biue-fish for was two and a half
cents a pound—about the first of July. I sent some to New York, and
got $4 98 for two barrels. They would weigh 180 pounds to the barrel.
That was about the 25th of July.

We have caught less fish this year than last, and got poorer prices
for them. We have cleared cxpenses, though. It I had known
the resnlt this year I should have undertaken the business, even if I
had other business. We did three times as weil last year, though, 1
do pnot know why we did not do better this year; whether it was in
consequence of the greater number of pounds in this vicinity, or becanse
the fish were eaught more at the westward.

Question. What were some ot the pecnliarities in respect to fish this
year?

Answer. Scup came earlier; menhaden and herring about the same
time as usual. We have not caught anymore squeteague this year than
we did last. Mr. Luce, at the Vineyard, said he caught as many as last
year, but did not get so much for them. We canght as many common
mackerel as last year; but they were more scarce than any other fish,
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Squeteague we took first about the 20th of July, excepting now and
then a scattering one; not more than half a dozen in all before that
time.,  They had spawn in them—good, nice spawn. 1 took particular
notice of the difference between the spawn of herring and sguneteague.
The herring-spawn was larger; that of the squeteague a dark red, and
simaller than that of herring. But all T noticed had spawn in them.
We never cateh any small squeteague, though the first we caught, I
think, was not over » foot long. )

Cod-fish we catch once in a while; the large, overgrewn, logy ones.
We caught one pretty good-looking cod-fish.

We never catch haddock. :

Pollock we have caught a few.

Cod-fish are canght off on the Middle Ground in the spring; once in
a great while they catch a haddock, but not often.

Hake they ecatch oceasionally.

We never cateh any salmon or salmon-trout.

Striped-bass we canght last year, sixty or seventy, weighing from
eight to twelve pounds. It is pretty difficult to cateh them in a pound.
They go in, but seem to go out again very quick at the mouth.

Question. Do any of these go back in the fall as they come in in
spring ?

Answer. Yes; menhaden and mackerel. I do not know how late scup
stay ; we have caught them in October, in a moederate fall. Tautog stay
in the bay all winter, in the deep water.

Captain SMrrTI, who was in company with Captain Spindel, said bhe
had lived here and on the island twenty years. Blue-fish were most
abundant in this vieinity from twelve to fifteen yearsago; much more
plenty than now,

Captain SPINDEL: When the guano-works were started, seven years
ago, I went purse-seining for the company, and there were plenty of
blue-fish up in the bay then. The next year I was looking for schools
of mendaden and went aloft, and saw nothing but blue-fish as far as 1
could see—tor miles around—Dreaking water in schools. There were
no menhaden there. There was a blue-fish for every square yard; they
were all over the water, and it was as calm as could be. I stood
on the deck and looked at them and then went aloft, and they were as
far as I could see. I have never seen anything like it since. I have
known blue-fish in Massachusetts Bay as far back as fifteen or sixteen
years ago. I went to California about twenty years ago, and I think
they were there before I went away. The blue-fish drive out other fish
when they come into a bay—all kinds of fish that are not larger than
themselves,

Mackerel have come in more plenty, and blue-fish not so plenty. 1T
think the Dlue-fish do more harm to the fishing than the pounds do, ten
times. I don’t think pounds make tish any more scarce. Where a
pound catches one fish, other fish eat up thousands.

Question, Suppose the blue-fish eat up nine-tenths of all the scup, and
the traps caught the other tenth when going to the spawning-ground,
would not that make a difference 2

Answer. It might make a difference ; but it would make a difference
if they were caught with a hook. Take it this year; there have been a
great many pounds—Ilots of themm—to the westward ; and they say they
never had so many fish as this year. I wish fish would diminish so that
we could get a decent price for them. There are five times as many fish
eaten as there used to be. Any one would think that 5,000 vessels,
catching mackerel with spawn in them, would diminish the number;
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some years they are scarce, and then again you can get any quantity of
them.

I have seen very small mackerel in Provincetown Harbor, not more
than two inches long, in July.

Question. What is the number of mackere! taken in pounds, com-
pared with those taken with the hook ?

Answer. Not one-tenth. This year and last there have Leen more
purse-seines for mackerel than ever before. When fish are moving,
bound somewhere, we cateh them in the pounds, when they come near
the shore. They follow along in here, and away they go again.

Question. Do you suppose bound for the eastern end of the sound, to
come into the bay?

Answer. Yes, sir,

‘When mackerel have spawned and are in schools they will refuse the
hook, sometimes for a week at a time. I think they have no spawn in
them in July. When they are out here they are full of ripe spawn.
They will take the hook in the spring, even when they have spawn in
them. They run out as far as fifty miles from the shore.

I never caught a scup out at sea.

I do not think pound-fishing is a quarter as bad as blue-fish for de-
stroying fish. A Dblue-fish will destroy a thousand fish in o day. When
they get into a school of menhaden you can see a stream of blood as far
as you can see. They go into them, and they will destroy the whole
school before they let them go. I think menhaden are more scarce than
they used to be. They put up the guano-factory liere on account of
menhaden being so plenty then. Twenty-five or thirty years ago there
were no blue-fish, and menhaden were plenty. Only once in a while
were there any blue-fish then. Finally the blue-fish got so plenty they
drove all the menhaden out of the bay. There are plenty of menhaden
up in the liead of the harbors; some blue-fish will go up and drive them
up as far as they can; but blue-fish don’t like to go up into fresh water.

Squeteague will swallow menhaden whole.

We did not catch any little scap last year in the pounds. Ouncein a
while we caught one of large size; but now we get a good many small
ones every morning. We let them go, all we can.

Sharks and rays are more plenty in the early spring; they seem to go
with the early fish.

Stingarees don’t come until July.

HEAD oF BUzZARD’S BAYy,
September 25, 1871.

PoTTER BRIGHTMAN, (lives at Westport, but was fishing near the
head of the bay:)

I can tell you it is slim fishing; the fishing is growing worse every
day. There is nothing doing at Westport. - Here [ can fish every day
about, but there vou cannot. I am catching tautog altogether; I have
not caught a scup since I have been here. There are some boats that
go off and catch a few little ones, very few. I have been off here fish-
ing for tautog, and, while catehing that car full of them, could catch
two bushels of scup. I do not see any difference in the little scup this
year. They are caught up; that is what makes them so scarce. The
traps and pounds here catch them; they catch more in one night than
all the smack-men can catch in a season. Before they commenced trap-
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ping I could come up here and catch enough to get ready to go bome
again in ten days. The fish grow scarcer every year.

Question. How are you going to remedy it?

Answer. I would stop the trapping; that would remedy it. I would
vote to stop trapping pretty quick.

Six or seven smacks used to come up here, and every one get a load;
now nobody has got a load for a long time. There wonld be as many
again fishing with hook and line if it were not for the traps.

There are no traps about Westport; they had one, but the head man
was accidentally shot, and it was stopped; and since then there have
not been any traps set there. .

Soon after they began to trap at Wood’s Hole fish began to grow
scarce. In one night they caught 200 barrels of tautog; and not only
that, but they take them as spawning fish. ,

Fish will not bite when full of spawn. I have seen two bushels in a
heap all throwing out their spawn. Then you cannot get a fish to touch
vyour hook. I have seen as many as twenty-five large fish doing that.
They look as though they were all in a snarl, coming right up under
your boat. Sometimes you will see a pair togethier. I have seen them
shoot their spawn. Tbey will not bite then, and you cannot do any-
thing with them.

They spawn anywhere, where they happen to be. I have never seen
scup spawning.

Tautog spawn the last of May or first of June.

Blue-fish have Dbeen pretty plenty the latter part of the season; the
first part they were scarce; most of the time less than last year, and
very small.

I never saw them spawning; and I don’t know as I have taken them
with spawn in them ; I don’t know a great deal about that kind of fish ;
I follow tautoging.

I have caught 2,400 tautog in a day, with the help of one man. But
I have not made a living by fishing this summer. I have done the
slimmest that I have ever done since I have run a smack. I went out
with another man, and fished all the forenoon, and both of us got about
twenty-five pounds.

The largest tautog I ever caught weighed fourteen pounds. Rock-
bass are very scarce ; I have not caught but one since I have been here.
I used to catch a great many herve. In fishing for tautog, while I got a
hundred weight of them I would catch fifty to seventy-five pounds of
bass. I Dbelieve I did not catch one this spring. '

I do not know where squeteague spawn. They are more plenty than
they used to be for a good many years. Forty years ago they were more
plenty.

I remember when there were no blue-fish around.

If the traps were stopped tlie fish would come back again in half a
dozen years.

There are very few hook-fishermen now. Most of them have given it
up because they cannot make a living.

Question. When they caught fish in'old times where did they market
them?

Answer, In New York. I think it is twenty years since they have
went fish to New York.

They first begun to set traps at Wateh Hill, and then at Saughkonet.

I came up with a man about a week ago, and we have caught about
seven hundred pounds. We have fished ever day—two of us.
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COHASSET NARROWS, September 25, 1871,

A J. HATHAWAY :

I have been here twenty years, and I never saw the young scup so
plenty as they have been this year. Striped-bass are five timmes as plenty
this vear as they were last.

There ave more tautog here, and about the same number of squeteague
as last year.

There are a good many yvoung blue-fish up this harbor; but no large
ones.

I think blue-fish and bass spawn up in this river.

Small mackerel come up here, arriving about the first ot October, and
staying three or tour weeks, Last fall we eaught a good many.

Parricx BUurLer. There have been plenty of small-sized scup about
here this year. Tor two or three years back there have been very few
here. Twelve or fifteen years ago they were very plenty ; but for two or
three years back a man could not get enough to have a mess to eat,
with a ook and line,

RonerT P. HoLMEes. There have been a good many young seuap about
here this year. There was a great quantity of young menhaden. Lhave
not seen so many young scup for a long time. Thebreeding scup in the
spring hiere were not more than 8 incheslong., We have not canghthny
big scup at all,

I never saw a young squcteague.

I thinlk blue-fish spawn np in this bay, because we see o great wany
little tish. 1 found & young blue-fish Sunday morning, not ever an inch
long. For the Iast two years we are not eatching many blue-fish,

5. 8. Ripug, (head of Buttermilkk Bay.) There seem to be a great
many seup here this year; some three and some six inches long, We
don’t see any sceup that will weigh a pound here now, and we don’t
get but a few any way., My father, twenty years ago, used to catch
three boat-loads at a tide.  Now you might as well look for a salmon
as for o large scup.



