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hundred barrels at ollce. But they strike off again for about a fortnight
before they come regularly.

4. It is the most common fish on the coast, but is nowhere near so
plenty as formerly.

5. They have diminished.
6.· To pounds and purse·netting ; and I think they rnn in deeper

water this year.
7. 'rhere were not one-tenth as many caught this year as were caught

last year, although there were a good many more pounds.
8. They run two different sizes; the largest, I think, are scarcely a

foot long.
9. It takes them three years to grow.
10. You cannot tell the sexes apart, except by the spawn. They hath

spawn.
11. They come in like the scup, but hug the shor~ closer.
12. The.v go more to the westward than scup, and \'ery nearly the

same way they came.
18. I do not think that any stop here in the winter; they breed in

salt-water.
16. They keep coming in thicker and faster till they get to the height,

and then they go off again.
15. I think tlley go off in schools.
18. Both sexes come in together; they spawn about the 20th of ThIay.
23. It does, when they are full.
19. They never bite the hook.
37. I think they live mostly on sand-fleas.
46. They spawn in shoal.water, in the latter part of May. We find

young menhaden here in the fall.
21. Nearer the surface than any ldnd of fish I know.
84. All fish eat them. They m~\ke the best bait, because they are so

oily.
86. I do not thi.nk the blue·fish could affect their abundance when

they were so plenty as they were many years ago; but where we catch
thousalllis and thousands of harrels it must make a differellce.

87. ·When canght in the pounds they are traveling, and then we
seldom find much food in 111"11. The fish we catch in pounds are not
feeding, but are bound for their breeding·grounds.

40. No difference.
41. I think they spawn like alewives; the eggs not so large as those

of herring.
71. Never with the hook; onl.y with nets. TheJT are taken with purse­

nets throughout the season.
15. They disappear from the middle to the last of October.
75. The largest haul we ever made was 1,200 barrels; but I have

known others to catch from 1,600 to 2,000 barrels.
86. Most of ours was sold to the mackerel and George's fishermen. If

pounds were abolished, I do not know what the cod and mackerel fish­
ermen would do for bait. It would not pay for all the pounds to be
kept down for the purpose of catching cod and mackerel bait; if a few
only were down it would pa,y. If the pounds were taken up by the 10th
of May, the scup would not be affected here. The scup are not any
appreci.able profit of a pound every year, but on the whole they are.
Tile demand for fish for bait lasts till about the 10th of .Tune; after
that they are sold to t.lw oil-worJu;, and the scrap goes into the guano.

84. vVe get ahout a cent apiece for them wheu they first come. Of
the George's men we get half a cent apiece, aud about seventy·five cents
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a barrel of the mackerel fishermen. 'Vhen sold for oil they bring ahout
thirty cents a harrel. '[hat is less than the former prices. Last year
the price was fifty cents ;1 barrel, and other prices in proportion. All
killds of fish brought let low price this year, because there were so mallY
pounds running against each other. 1.1:18t year we got $3 50 a barrel
alongside the fish-pound; now we get only $2. 'Ve sell menhaden for
oil to the guano-works here. They grind up about six llUndred barrels
a day.

~1A.CI(EREL.

2. \Ve got some stragglers earlier; but about the 9th of lVIrty we cal­
culated that the main body struck; that is, that they came in for good.
They appeared about the same time in the soulld and in the bay.

11. 'Ye caught them in the bay before they were caught at Wood's
Hole. They always .strike on the east side. All the fish we caught this
spring had been up the bay and were coming out.

2. The mackerel rUII about ten days.
4. They were unusually plenty this year; I think from a half to a

third more this year than before.
6. I do 1Iot know why they were more abundant this year.
11. In tIle fall they appeal' to go more out in the sea channel. They

go east in the spring and westward in the fall. Last fall they were very
plenty in the mouth of Vineyard Sound; were caught by the mackerel
fishermen about the middle of October-large maekerel.

8. Those (;aught this spring were so large that a flour-barrel would
hold only 140, without any ice, and laid on tlJo head would go half
round. They were not fat, but very poor. Sometimes we get smaUer
ones.

17. There was only one general run.
13. I do not know.
18. Botb come in together. There is a scale over the eye, so that it

looks very dim in the spring, and they will not bite.
73. It is olllJ" caught in nets in the spring; they will Dot then bite the

hook.
23. Oertainly, any quantity.
21. Ne;w the surface.
37. Nothing but slllall fish.
34. The blue-fish eat them; all kinds of fish wiJI eat them.
46. When we first eateh them there is spawn in them, so ripe that it

will run out, about the 10th of lVIay. They could not have got far from
these waters before spawning.

64. I Ita,Te seen young mackerel here in the faU; they are found in
the ponds, about five inches long. These, I think, were spawned in the
spring.

52. I have no idea how many.
72. At sea they are caught in purse-nets.
71. They are caught with the hook outside by the 1st of May.
78. Highest price, ten cents a pound, and the lowest, three, by the

quantity. It was less than last year.
86. New York and Boston.

TAUTOG.

2. When the winter is moderate I ha,'e seen them around all winter.
In a hard winter man,r come ashore dead. They are more plenty in
the summer.
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71. A tantog' will not bite when it is closed up.
il. Bather more plenty than scup.
5. Much less plenty than formerly.
8. ~ille or ten pounds. The largest are caught in the spring, in the

fish-pounds.
U. Abont t11ree years in growing'.
10. The female is more plulllp, and a shorter fish than the male.
n. 'Ye catch them at the head of the bay (west) before they are

canght here; the best place is along the coast ill Buzzard!s Bay. .
4G. Among scattering rocks, or an eel-grass bottom. I have seen

them eOJlle in where there was not more than four feet of water, aI)d
seen them spawn there. Sometimes two or three big fish are seen to­
gether. They eome to spawn about the beginning of June, and stay about
a fortnight.

52. The eggs are plenty, as large as those of the herring.
14. 'rileY eome in in schools, the first mostly large fish.
2. They eamc this year on the 19th of April, and continued to come

more plentifully till the 25th of April. This was about two weekI'! earlier
than usual.

19. They will not bite when they first come in.
20. Sometimes they will bite jnst before they spawn; and then, again,

right after. .They almost always have one biting spell, just before
spawning, from the middle to the last of J\fay.

46. I do not think they drop their spawn until the 1st of June.
23. Sometimes the spawn runs out about the 1st of May, in the pound.

That depends upon the number, whether they are crowded or not.
42. All the fish we take in pounds we take before they spawn; none

of them afterwards.
21. Close to the bottom.
30. About rocks and eel-grass, whether spawning or harboring.
34. None that I know of.
37. Crabs, muscles, arid barnacles; and I have caught them with lit­

tle lobsters in them. The hermit-crab is the best bait for them, and
sand-crabs. -

86. New York, particularly.
82. ~0; it is not good.
8;3. Not used for manure. •
84. The first caught brought $75 for four barrels, in New York. A

barrel averages 180 pounds, without ice. The lowest price was one and
a half cents a pound here.

SQUETEAGUE.

2. They are most plenty in Augllst.
5. 1'heyare more plenty every year, while the blue-fish is getting

scarcf'.
2. 'Ve found them first this year about the 1st of .June.
6. They increase becanse the blue-fish diminish.
8. The"largest about nine pounds.
D. They attain their growth in three years.
J 1. Thev come from the 'Vest.
17. Thei>e are different sizes, but not so great as in scup.
20. They are not canght here with the hook. In the bay they are

caught, and 'will bite menhaden for bait.
37. I think they feed on the same as the striped-bass; that is, small

fish.
S. Mis. 61--5
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BLUE·FISH.

2. Come in spring and leave in the fall. Come about the 20th of
May.

21. Not so near the top as the menlladell. \Ve only know they are
here by first catching thcm in the pounds.

76. Caught in pounds before they bite the hook.
8. The larger ones caught first; weigh from five to eight pounds.
11. They go eastward. Come in from the sea, like mackerel. :.\fost

of the migTating fish come in like scup, some running nearer the shore
than others.

23. Nevel' saw one with a spawn in it.
64. There are many young ones about here.
5. They are decreasing; the decrease began within four or five years.
6. I think those taken in the pounds make much difference.
75. The largest haul I ever kllew in a pound was about sen'll hun-

dred.
20. They begin to take the hook about the 10th of June.
11. They scatter in summer, and school again when they run out.
37. Any fish that are swimming; they want something to chase.

Never knew them to eat crabs or shell·fish. Never saw worms in their
stomachs.

42. Know nothing about their spawning.
68. Never knew of any disease among them.
82. Yes; Illany are salted in the fall, as it is then fat.
83. Never used for manure.
84. Highest, eight cents a pound; and lowest, foul'. That is as

much as the priee last year. They were scarce this year.

SPANISH :MACKEREL.

2. "Ve began to catch them two years ago, about the 25th of July.
Caught till the middle of September.

4..More plenty last year than the year before.
37. About the salle as that of striped-bass.
8. Average about three pounds; never saw any of the Yery large

ones, so called.
SBA·BA::'S.

2. :First taken about the 1st of lYIav. It is fonnd here in the sUlIImer
and in the winter. .

5. Much scarcer than formerly.
8. Haye caught them that weighed twelve pounds.
11. Much like scup; but do not sehool as much as scup.
75. Have cau~ht three or foul' hundred in a pound at a time.
83. They used to ]Jut them on the land about Seconnet.
46. I think on the eel-grass bottom.
37. They catch some fh,h and eat crabs. Maekerels' intestines are the

best bait; and the stomach of the menhaden is largely used as bait.
82. l'rever.
84. llighest price, six cents a pound, and the lowest, foul'. Have

known the price as lligh as fifteen and eighteen cents.

STRIPED·llAS,~•

11. They go ea,stwal'u, like fCUp a11(1 sea-bass.
2. First caught about the first of May.
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46. Think they spawn out south, in the fall.
5. They are much diminiRhed-almost exterminated.
71. vVe catch them with hooks in the spring; but they will not weigh

half a pound apiece, and are all of the sallle size.
30. These little ones go into the ponds every year.
S. The largest weigh from three to seven pounds, and then the old sea­

hass, as they are called, weigh from ten to eighty or ninety pounds.
17. There are three runs of striped-baRs; the smallest coming the 1st of

May, the second size about the ~Oth to the 2i"ith, and the biggest about
the 1st of July.

n. They will not go into pounds; or if they do they get out; except
the small ones.

i'i. Tllt'y are less plenty than formerly.
71. They hegin to bite about the 10tll of June.
~w. 'L'he little ones go into fresh water; the larger ones never do.
2. I have known them here all winter. The little bass stay in the

ponds until it is very hot, and then come out, and go in again when it
is cooler. The large ones are caught in deep water.

37. Mostl,v they feed on brit-little fish. They will eat crabs, and a
large- one will eat herring' or menhaden.

11. 'L'lwy go eastward in spring and westward in the fall.
S4. 'I'he highest price this j'ear was not over half a cent a pound. We

caught none of the large ones.

COD-FISH.

72. vVith the hook; none in pounds, to speak of.
2. Last of :YIarch and first of April off Roman's Land. Come into

the sound about the 10th of April; they stay till about the first of May.
11. I think those that come into tile sound go west.

IIEIUUNG.

2. Caught in pounds about tIle 1st of .:\.pril.
11. Bound eastward. vVllen they run low they are traveling.
75. The largest haul last year was 1:3,000.
5. JVIore plenty this year and last than for some years before.
6. I do not think it is from the planting on the coast. Perhaps it is

because the hlue-fish are gone. TIley were appreciably more abundant
this year than last; and also last year than tl1P, year before.

VVOOD'S HOLE, September 5,1871.
Captain ISAIAH SPINDEL:

Captain Spindel is the manager of a fish-pound at the eastern extrcm­
ilyof Buzzard's Bay. 'rhey took scnp first this year Oil the 27th of
April. The pound was put down on the 12th, and the first fish were
taken on the 14th. Hcrring and alewives were the first fish taken.
Some ]~nglish herring were caught with thc rest, but not very plenty.·
'rhey are easily distinguished from tIle alewives. I call them" blne­
backs." They are the 'same as they catch down east in nets, and also in
Cape Cod Bay. \Ve got the English herring all the time we did ale­
wives. I should say hoth were caught as late as the middle of May.
vVe caught them most plenty about the last of April. ~ever caught
over three thousand at a time. \Ve sold tllem for bait; all the alewives
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caught ill spring' go for bait. \Ve cOllltl sell tell times as many, if "'(~

conld get thcm, f(ll' baiL 'Ve sold a few at New Bedford. A few are
,,;alted by people herr. TIH'y do not eat mauy fresh .

.l\Ipulladell come next. The first one we canght last year was Oil the
23(1 of April; am] the first mackerel at the sallie time.

TIle mackerel allll menlmdpn canght then were stragglers, I~ikely

enongh the llext day ,\'e got two 01' three, aIHI so 011. Abollt the lOth
tf) tiJe 13th of .l\lay was the best ti lI1e for catching menhadNI last J'ear;
this year they catne on the 21st of April, whell we caught a thollsalld.
\Ye callght a few stragglers bet(lre. I think we caught one or two ahont
the middle of April. 'Ye bronght them ashore and tried them for their
fatness. The lirst that come are nearly as fat as they are in the fall of
the year.

TIIG English herring have spawn in them when we first catch them.
'The ale"'ives and menhaden have some. I never saw mueh spawn ill
menhaden allY time; not so lllllCh as in alewives.

I have seen blue-fIsh and squeteague throw the food out of their
8tomaehs when caught. I thiuk the bllle·fish fill their stomachs ana
then Empty them just 101' the fUll of the thing. w ns to ratch more fish
I have seen them go into a school of menhaden and catch some and
throw them up again, awl then go in agnin. I could not swear they
threw the stuff up, but I am qnite positive it is so. I have seen the
fish all ebewed up throW11 out in the watpl'. They often bite fish, and
swallow a part am] leave the rest.

rYe do not catch tautog with tbe first run; not till ahout the 5th to
the 15th of May. rYe catch only now and then one in April.

Sea-bass (black·hass) come a little after the tau tog, along about t,]le
20th of May to the 10th of .June. rVe do not catch any stragglers in
April.

\Ye got the first lot of scup on the 27th of April, when we got four
barrels, I think. rYe got them most plenty about the 8th ofJ\fay. rYe
did not catch a great lllany this year. At one banI I think we got two
lJoat-loads, say thirty-five barrels ill all. These were very large-three­
pounders, some of them. They had spawn in them, not very rille. I
have seen spawn in middling·sized scup-the two·year old scup. rVhell
most plenty, we got $2 50 and $:3 a harrel for scup. rVe sold to 1'owel,
of Philadelphia. Those we sold at .Kew Bedford we got three cents a
pound for.

The lowest price we han) eyer sold blue-fish for was two and a half
cents a Jlound-about the first of .July. I sent some to New York, and
got $4 !l8 for two barrels. They would weigh 180 pounds to the barrel.
That was about the 25th of .Jnly.

rVe Il<1"e caught less fish this year than last, and got poorer prices
for them. \Ve have dearell expenses, though. If I hall known
the result this year I should h:we undertaken the Imsiness, e\'en if I
lwu other bnsiness. rVe (lid three times as well last year, thong'h. 1
do ]lot kllow why we did not do better this year; whetlwr it was ill
consequence of the g-renter 1l111llber of pounlls in this vicinity, or because
the fish wcre caught more at the westward.

(~uestion. rVhat were SO]]]O of the peculiarities in respect to fish this
year '?

Answer. Scup came earlier; menhaden and herring about the same
time as usual. rYe have not caught [wymore squeteagl1e t.his year than
we did last,. Mr. I,uce, at the Vineyard, said he caught as many as last
year, bnt did not get so much for them. 'Ve eaught as mallY common
mackerel as last year; but they were more scarce than allY other fish.
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Squeteague we took first about tlw 20dl of .J uly, excepting HOW and
then a scattering one; lIOt more than half a dozen in all before that
time. 'j'lwy lUlll spawn in them-good, nice spawn. I took particular
notice of tile difference between the spawn of herring aud squeteaglw.
'rhe herring"-SpaWll was larger; that of tlie Sf]lleteagne a dark red, and
smaller than that of herring. But all I noticed llad spawn in them.
,Ye never catch any small squeteague, though the first we caught, I
think, was Hot over a foot 1001g. .

Cod-fish ,,-e catch ollce in a while; the large, overgrown, logy ones.
,Ye caught one pretty good-looking cod-fish.

'Ve never catch haddock.
Pollock we have caught a few.
Clul-fish are eaught off on the Middle Groulld in the spring; onco in

a great while they catch a haddock, but not often.
Hake they catch oecasiollally.
\Ve Hever catch any salmon or salmon-trout.
Stripcd-bass we CllUgllt last year, sixty or seventy, weiglling fi:om

eight to twelve pounds. It is pretty difficult to catch them in a pound.
The)' go in, but seem to go Ol,t again Yer,Y quiek at the mouth.

QLwstion. Do any of these go back in the fall as they come in in
spring 'I

Ans\yer. Yes; meuhadenand mackerel. I do not know how late scup
stay; we have caught thom in Octoller, in a moderate fall. Tautog stay
in the bay all winter, in the deep water.

Captain S:lfITH, who was in company with Captain Spindel, said lle
had liyed here and ou the island twent,y years. Blue-fish were most
ahundant in this vicinity from twelve to fifteen years ago; much more
plenty than now.

Captain SPINDEL: \Vhen the g"wUlo-works were started, seven years
ago, I wcnt purse-seining for the company, and there were plenty of
blue-fish up in the bay then. The next J'ear I was looking for schools
of meudadell and went aloft, and saw nothing but blue-fish as far as I
could see-for miles around-breaking water in schools. There were
no menhaden there. There was a blue-fish for every square yard; they
were all oyer the water, and it was as calm as could be. I stood
on the deck and lookf'd at them and then went aloft, and they were as
far as I could see. I have never seen anything like it since. I have
known lllue-fish in J\lassachusetts Bav as far ]Ja,ck as fifteen or sixteen
years ago. I went to California abottt twent.y years ago, and I think
they were there before I went away. The blue-fish drive out other fish
when they come into a bay-all kiwIs of fish that are not larger than
themselves.

Mackerel h'11'O come in more plenty, aud blue-fish not so plenty. I
think tLe blue-fish do more harm to the fishing thau the pounds do, ten
times. I don't think pounds make fish any more scaree. ,Vhere a
pound catches one fisll, other fish eat up thousands.

Q.uestion. Suppose tIle blue-fish eat up nine-tenths of all the scup, and
the traps caught the other tenth when going to the spawning-ground,
would not that make a difference ~

Answer. It might make a difference; llut it would make a diff'erence
if they were caught with a hook. Take it this year; there have been a
great many pounds-lots of them-to the westward ; and they say they
never had so many fi»h as this year. I wish fish would diminish so that
we could get a decent price for them. There are fi ve times as many fish
eilten as there used to lle. Anyone would think tIlat 5,000 vessels,
catching mackerel with spawn in them, would diminish the number;
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some years they are scarce, and then again you can get any quantity of
them.

I have seen very small mackerel in Provincetown Harbor, not more
tban two inches long, in July.

Question. 'Vhat is the number of mackerel taken in pounds, com­
pared with those taken with the hook '~

Answer. Not one·tenth. This year and laHt there have ueen more
purse-seines for mackerel than ever uefore. \Vhen fish are moving,
bound somewhere, ,ve catch them in the pounds, when they come neal'
the shore. They follow along in here, and away they go again.

Question. Do you suppose bound for the eastern end of the Hound? to
come into the bav~

Answer. Yes, sir.
\Vhen mackerel have spawned and are in schools they will refuse the

hook, sometimes for a week at a time. I think they have no spawn in
them in July. \Vhen they are out here they are full of ripe spawn.
They will take the book in the spring, moen when they have spawn in
them. They run out as far as fifty miles from the shore.

I neyer canght a scup out at sea.
I do not think pound-fishing is a quart"r as bad as blue-fish for de­

stroying fish. A blue-fish ,,'ill destroy a thousand fish in a day. \Vhen
they get into a school of menhaden you can see a stream of blood as far
as you can see. They go into them, and they will destroy the whole
school before the.y let them go. I think menhaden are more scarce than
they used to be. They put up the guano-factory here Oil account of
menhaden beillg so plenty then. 'l'wenty-five or thirty .years ago there
were no blue-fish, and menhaden were plellty. Only onee in a while
were there any blue-fish then. Finally the blue-fish got so plenty they
drove all tIle menhaden out of the bay. There are plenty of menhaden
np in the head of the harbors; some blue-fish will go up and drive them
up as far as they ean; but blue-fish don't like to go up into frosh water.

Squeteague will swallow menhaden whole.
\Ve did not catch any little scup last year in tlIP pounds. Once in a

while we caught one of large size; hut now wo get a good many slUall
ones every morning. \Ve lot them go, all we can.

Sharks and rays are more plenty in the early spring; they seem to go
with the ear]T fish.

Stingarees"don't come until J nly.

HEAD OF BUZZARD'S BAY,
September 2i'i, 1871.

POTTER BRIGHTi'IAK, (lives at \Vestport, but was fishing ileal' the·
bead of the bay:)

I cml tell you it is slim fishing; the fishing is growing worse every
day. There is nothing doing at \Vestport. Here 1 can fish every day
about, but there you cannot. I am catching tautog altogether; I have
not caught a scup since I have been here. There are sOllie boats that
go oil' and catch a few little ones, very fe\y. I have been oft' here fish­
ing for tautog, and, while catching that car full of them, could catch
two bushels of scup. I do not see any dift'erence in the little scup this
year. They are caught up; that is what makes them so scarce. The
traps and pounds here catch them; they catch more in one night than
all the smack-men can catch in a season. Before they commenced trap-
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ping I could come up here and catch enough to get ready to go home
again in ten days. The fish grow scarcer every year.

Question. How are you going to remedy it ~

Answer. I would stop the trapping; that would remedy it. I would
vote to stop trapping pretty quick.

Six or seven smacks used to come up here, and e'Very one get a load;
now nobody has got a load for a long time. There would be as many
ngain fishing with hook and line if it were not for the traps.

There are no traps about vVestport; they had one, but the head man
was accidentally shot, and it was stopped; and since then there have
not heen any traps set there. .

Soon after they began to trap at 'Wood's Hole fish began to grow
scarce. In onc night they canght 200 barrels of tantog ; and not only
that, but they take them as spawning fish.

Fish will not bite when fun of spawn. I have seell two bushels in a
heap all throwing out their spawn. Then you callnot get a fish to touch
your hook. I have seen as many as twenty-five large fish doing that,
They look as though they were an in a snarl, coming right up under
YOUI' boat. Sometimes yon will see a pair together. I have seen them
shoot their spawn. They wiII not bite then, and yon cannot do any­
thing with them.

They spawn anywhere, where they happen to be. I have never seen
scnp spawning.

rrantog spawn the last of' Mayor first of .Tune.
Blue-fish have been pretty plenty the latter part of the season; the

first part they ,,'ere scarce; most of the time less than last year, and
very small.

{never saw them spawning; and I don't know as I have taken them
wit.h spawn in them; I don't know a great deal allOut that kind of fish;
I follow tautoging.

I have caught 2,400 tautog in a day, with the help of one man. But
I have not made a living by fishing this summer. I have done the
slimmest that I have ever done since I have run a smack. I went out
with another man, and fished all the fonmoon, and both of us got about
twenty-ft \-e IJOunds.

The largest tantog I ever caught weighed fourteen pounds. Rock­
bass are very scarce; I have not caught bnt one since I have been here.
I used to catch a great many here. In fishing for tautog, while I got a
hundred weight of them I would catch fifty to seventy-five ponnds of
bass. I believe I did not catch one this spring. .

I do not know where squeteague spawn. They are more plenty than
they used to be for a good many years. Forty years ago they were more
plenty.

I remember when there ,,-ere no blne-fish around.
If the traps were stopped tlle fish would come back again in balf a

dozen years.
There are very few hooK"fishermen now. Most of them have giwn it

up because they cannot make a living.
Question. 'When they caught fish illold times where did they market

them'?
Answer. In :New York. I think it is twenty years since they have

sent fish to New York.
They first begull to set traps at 'Watch Hill, and then at Saughkonet.
I came up with a man abont a week ago, and we have caught about

seven hundred pounds. vVe have fished ever day-two of us.
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A. ,J. HATHAWAY:

I have been here twenty years, and I never saw tile young scup so
plenty as they have been this year. Stripetl-bass are th-e times as plenty
tbis year as they were last.

Thero are more tautog lIere, and about the s~tme lHlInber of s(llleteague
as last vcar.

Thcr;l are a good many yonng blue-fish np this harbor; but no large
OTles.

I think blue-iish and bass spawn np in this river.
Small mackerel COllle up here, aniving about the first of October, and.

staying' tiIree or tour weeks. Last fall we canght a goolluumy.
PATRICK BUTLER. There have been plenty of small-sized scup abont

here this year. 1"01' two or three years back there have been very few
here. rl'welve or fifteen years ago they were very plenty; but fur two or
three years baek a man could 1I0t get enough to have a mess to cat,
with a hook and line.
Hom~wl' P. HOLMES. Tilere ha\-c been a good many young SCllp about

here this year. There was a great quantity of young menhaden. I haTe
not seen so many young SCllp for a long time. The breeding scup iJthC
sp.ring hl're wel'e not lllor.e th.aIl 8 inches long.'v'v."e have nut canght llly
big scup at all.

I lleyer saw a young squeteaglw.
I think blue-fish spawn up in this bay, because we see a great l' any

little fish. 1 found a young blue-iish Sunday lllol'lling, not oyt'r an inch
long. :For the last two yem's we aro not eatehing lllauy bille-tish.

S. S. Unum, (head of Buttermilk Bay.) 'l'here seem to he a great
many scup here this year; some tln'eo and SDlllO six inches JOllg'. 'Vo
don't see any scup that will weigh a pound here now, nIH]'\'(' don't
get 1111t a few any \ray. My father, twenty years ago, nse(] to catch
three boat-loads at a tide. ~ow you might as \n~Jl look for a salmon
as for a large seup.


