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FISHERIES O~ TliB COAST OF MASSACHUSETTS.

RE:YIARKS OF 3IR. A'l'WOOD, OF 'l'IIE CAPE DIS'l'RICT, IN RELATION 'l'o­
THE PETITION TO PIWIIIHIT NET AND SEINE FISIIEIUES.

SENATE CrLUIllER, April 19, 1870.
'rhe report (Iea\'e to withdraw) on the petition of 'r. D. Eliot and

others, eame up for aeeeptance by speeial assignment.
lVIr. Hawes, of Bristol, arose and said that, as a large number of the

petitions asking for a prohibitory fishery act came ii'om lIis district, he
was not ready to vote until he could ha\'e some further explanation.

lVIr. Atwood, of the Cape district, chairman of the committee on the
fisheries, arose and spoke at length, substantially as follows:

JVlr. T'ILESIDENT: As so many petitions have been presented to this
legislature and referred to your committee on the 1isheries, asking for
an act to prohibit eertain modes of fishing' now in use ill the waters of
this commonwealth, I feel it to be a duty incumbent upon me, as a rep­
resentative of a district extensively engaged in this branch of industry,
to oceupy some time in giving somewhat in detail the reasons why your
eOTllmittee have unanimollsly reported leave to withdraw.

Early ill this session, on the 12th of January, there was presented and
referred to the committee on the fisheries, the petition of Charles \iV.
Lovett, jl'., and sixty-tour others, claiming to be citizens and tax-payers
of this conllnonwealth, askiug for an act to prevent the taking of certain
salt'1cater fish in weirs and pounds, and also that the taking of fish known
as Spanish mackerel, and striped or sea-bass, in any seine or net, may be
prohibited; llllt that the same may be taken between the first day of
.June and the first (lay of Deeember, by hook and line only. On the fol­
lowing day the petition on 1'. D. Eliot ami 1,225 others was presented
and referred, and suusequently a large nllll1Uer of petitions in aid of the
same, elaiming that the practice of pouncl-fisking, trapjishing, drag-sein­
'inO, purse-seining, and gill-netting, is seriously and fatally prfc\judicial to
the production and increase of fish. They pray that the legislature will,
by suitable (wactments, proteet said fish and those of the community
interested in their continuance awl· production, from these novel and
improper modes of fishing. Also there has been presented and referred
a large number of remonstrances against the p<lssage of any general pro­
hibitory act. For their num bel' I refer senators to the printed report of
the committee.

Though the two first petitions were not in aid of each other, still they
were aiming to accomplish the same ol~ject, and they seemed to be in­
separably connected; so much so tltat your committee deemed it expe­
dient to hear the parties who would represent both at the same time.
Accordingly all the parties were notified, and the hearing was com­
menced on the 15th of February. No less than 18 sessions of the corn·
mittee were given to these heai'ings, during which time many witnesses
testified, and very little was leamed from the evidence that proved to
the committee that fish were being exhausted. All agreed that the scup,
tautog, sea-bass, and striped bass had witltin a few years diminished in
Buzzard's Bay; but failed to show tllat over-fislting was the cause of
the diminution. Like the many fishermen that I lmow, the witnesses
were not well acquainted with the habits of fish. They study them no
further than they contribute to their pecuniary interest. At most they
possess only a local knowledge of the fish with whieh they come in con­
taet. They prosecute the fisherieR for their support, and do not make
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the hahit~ of fi~h a slwcial ~tnlly. Sir, if allY other watter uJlon \\hiell
there 'H'n\ lllore than 11,000 llailies 011 the JletitiOll~ a1J(ll'('1ll0l1~tl'ances

shonlrl come heroJ'() tlIP legislatlll"l', \Y!wt would tlle eOllllllittee eXlwd'?
'l'hey would expeet that expl'l'ts alit! lllCli nClluaintpd with ali the prac­
tical working'", \\'ouhl COIIl!) before thelll. All onlillary eOllllllittl'l' Oil
the fisheries 'might ('-"ped men to cOllie beCore them on' a snh.ipd of so
much importance as Olll' sea-fisheries, tllat Jl0i'i~essed a knowledge of the
geographical distribntioll, migratiolls, habit~, fooll, time of (kpo~itillg

their spawll, growth and deYl'lopnlellt of their yomlg, a,., far as it could
be known, and, 1wside~, all the e1t:lnge~ tlwt have taken place during a
long series of years. That if cr'rtain species hml dilllinisht'll in BI\7,;r,ard's
Bay, from whatever can~e, is thpre (Iallger of the race being l'xterllli­
llUted '? The fi~hes that inlwbit OHr waters. awl in their llIigTatiolls
visit our coast, dilJer widely from those t11<\t were UpOll ol1l:tishillg­
grounds whell I first engaged ill the fi~heriei-1.

:Mr. President, allow me to lay nsille the evidplJee before the eommit­
tee, while I brietJy allude to the changes that I lmve lloticed during a
long life of practical experiplll'e in the fi~lleries.

I can go back to no earlier (bte than 18W, when I entered the fi~hillg

boat and followed fishing as a business for a period of j(lty-olle years,
during which time there IHIYe beenmallY challges. I shall speak of only
a few spedes. 'rhe scnp that has beell so ablllldallt for mallY years south
of Cape COIl, pxtcllds to Florida, allll is canght in great numbers along
the eoast. It filld~ a ready sale ill New York and other lllarkets, bnt in
Boston market it is 1I0t knowll as a marketable species, and i~ seldom
seen tIl ere. Onl,v a few straggling s!weimens yenture into the colder water~
north of Cape COIL \Vitllcsses stated before the committee that they
had a trallition informing them thllt scnp lirst appearl'll ill Bnzzard's
llay ill 170;3. If t'o, 1 asle was it thell thatthey lil'stcame illto ('xi~tence,

or diu tlICY eowe fJom some other loeality? 1 have been informed that
in examining the old sheJJheaps that have been lleposited by the abor­
igines of tbi:,; cOHnlry many years ago, the bones of tbis speeies have
been found, ~howillg that they 'Yl're here before this conutry wa~ settled
by Enropeami. If they \\,pre here fit tlwt time, is it to be snpPo~l'd that
they were drinn away 1)y thl' lnllians with tllt'ir rlHle illlplenH'nts of
fishing'?

\Vlwn I fIrst eng-aged in the fisheries, nntl for many years after, there
was a spceies of maekerel that mmually Yisited onr waters, kllO\\'1l by
the name of 8pani~h maekerel, that "'ere alHlntlant. It was 1l0t the
species now ealletl by tIwt lwmc. It "as about two-thirds tIle si;r,l\ of a
common mackerel, lmown to sciellce by the llallle of Seomber Dekayi.
(Exeuse me for u~ing elas~ie nallws, I do it for the reason that there
are so mallY 10elll names for the sarlle speeies, I fear that I may not be
understood lly any who lIlay be aequaintetl with ichthyologieal science.)
This spedes, although plentiful for wany .years, has long since disap­
peared, and I haye 1l0t seen a single specilllell for the last twenty j'ears.
They disappeared long before a weir, trap, or POHlld was used in our Mas­
sachusetts water~. The canse of their leaying us is ullknown. 'Ye can
assign no reaSOll. '1'hcre haye also been great ehanges in our eOllllllOll
mackerel. ,"Yhile in some years tlley come to us in great abundance, in
other years they are comparatively scarce. III 1831,385,550 llarrels were
packed and inspeded in this 8tato, after which there was a falling' off in
the catch, so nmch so that fi'Olll 1830 to 1844 the Ilumller of barrels
caught did IlOt exceed 75,000 in allY one year, for five years in succession.
In 1841 the quantity caught was only 50,\)02 barrels. They have since
increased. During the last ten years the catch has been, with the excep-
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tion of two years, upward of 200,0[)() barrels annually. I.J:tst season it
was 2;34,000 barrels. It will Ill' spen that tlIP catch of fish from year to
)'ear differs as willply as the 'pI'Orluct of om land.

Allout 1840 there appeared on om coast, south of Capc Cod, large
quantities of shad, whieh apj1em'f'l! to lie the same species with those
that visit tile Conneeticllt and J\Ienilllack Hivers aunnally, (AJosapi'csta­
bdis.) Fishermen froll\ l\lassachusetts, Couneetient, au(l Ithotle Island
engaged in this 11shel'y, and fouud it protitable. In 1842 an act, was
passed by the legislature to prohihit fbitermen from other States from
fisLing for sha(l within a line llrawn from JUonomoy Point to Point Gam­
mon. I Ill.n;elf enga,!:':ed in this fisher)", but we found there was no
lleed of the passage of such an aet. The shad appeared in smallnumllers,
,,0 that not enough were caught to pay expenses. They were also ca ught
iu large quantities iu the waters 1l'000th of Cape Cod. They then disap­
peared, so that only a few straggliug specimens IJ:lve sinee been caught
in these localities. 'Vhere wpre they before they ~i]lpeare(l in onr waters "?
vVhat was the canse of theil' coming '! \Vhere are they now ~ ~1.1l that
,can be said in answer, 1 can say ill three wonls-they are gone.

Sir, I ask to be allowed to al111(le llriefly to two spede:,; of fishes that
,are not caught by any mode of fishing that we are aske(l to prohibit. I
do so 1'01' the reason that lIO less tlw n fom ti mes petitions hilVI..' been sent
to the legislatme asking for an act to prohibit fishing' with trawl·lines
(so cal1ed) in :l\Iassachusetts Bay. The report froJll tlte committee has
always been" h'aYe to withdraw." In ]838, when the rpport came up
in the house of representatives, it ,,~a:,; discussed at leugth, and it was
there stated that if this mode of fislling was not preH'nted by legislative
enactment, soon haddoek wonld be as searce as salmon. 'l'Ite report of
the committee was accepted, and this lIlodeof fishing' has been in use
since that time, and this species has been increasing frolJl :vear to year,
until they haTe increased in ntst numbers, so mneh so that they are too
Jllenty for the fisherman or deah'r, and during the spawning season,
which i:,; the spring, they are SOlll at a low pricp-J'roJll two dollars down
to fitly cents per 100 pounds. But it may lle Raid the eonsunH'r pays a
bigh price. 1 cannot help that; it is not tLat that I am discnssing. 1 am
trying to P.]IOW the danger of exterminating the raee of fis]), if there is
any, a11(l do not intend to lmn-e lily subjeet, lest I may be called to order.
'VII en I first engaged in the fisherieR, haddoek was scaree on our coast,
and in winter sold mueh higher than cod. '1'1](')' did not increase for
many years after. They, howe"('r, became plentiful wllCn the trawl-line
was first used-about 1830-and e,"ery year they seem to be inereasing.
,On the 4th of last .lVIareh, when a large num bel' of fishing- boats were
out, the eatch was larger than I ever knew berOl'e. Thc next day, 5th,
there was broug'ht to this eity and sohl at COll1mel'eial wharf, of cod and
haddoek, l321,93;3 pounds, as taken from the books of dealers that bouglH
that day-a lal'ger quantity than ever was sold of all kinds of fresh fish
in a single day sinee Boston has been a eit.y. 'Vhat has been the cause
of so great all increase '? If I was asked how their Humbers could be
diminished, I have two ways now suggested to my mind: one is to intro­
,duce the beam-trawl, whieh lias not been used in our waters, which is a
large net-bag with a long beam aeross its open month, which is kept up
,some two feet from the bottom by an iron frame-work at eaeh end of the
beam, and as it is dragged along by the fishing-boat the fish pass into
the net and are eanght in the pockets at the sides as they attempt to
pass out. This net being dragged over the bottom, would destroy the
;young' fish as it passed o,'er them, and might tend to diminish their
;numbers.
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One other way would be to hire the fisherman to leave them, and to
stand back and fold his arms and see nature perform her wonderful
work without the interference of man. 'I'he present mode of fishing
catches vast quantities of a species of fiat-fish, (Plate88a (lentata,) which
no doubt fed upon the spawn of haddock when the hand-line only was
in use.

One other species, our common halibnt, which is caught in the same
way, have greatly diminished. "When I first engaged in this fishery,
Boston was supplied wholly with halibut c~1t1ght between Cape Cod and
Nantucket Shoals. The demand was limited-only a few could be sold.
There were no railroads. Boston onl.y wanted enough to supply the city
and the SlllToUlHling towns. As fiteilities for transportation increased,
and ice began to be used to keep them, they were sent further away.
The supply would not meet the demand. '}'he fishery was pros('cutC(}
by vessels from Gloucester, on George's Bank, and also on Brown's
Bank, the western coast of Nova Seotia, and upon the Danks of Kew­
foundland, and voyages have been made to Greenlaml, am} halibut have
been canght in ql1antities as far north as the latitude of u8, on the west­
ern coast of Greenland. rfhey seem to be decreasing on all the fi8hing­
grounds. But I must pass them lJy, and leave senators to (lecide whether
or not over-fishing has been the canse of the incl'('ase of the one and the
diminntion of the other of these two species.

It appeared in evidence lJefore the committee that the fish known as
the squeteaglle is increasing in the vicinity of Huzzar(}'s Buoy, and along
the shore south of Cape Cod. Some ~ixty years since it was vastly alJun­
dant in the southern part of Massachusetts Bay, and althongh absent
for so many years it seems to be returning to its former haunts.

But the great change that has taken place in our fisheries has been
caused by the return of the lJlue-fish. 'fhis species was abundant on
our coast many years ago. vYe are informed that in a journal of the
first settlement of the island of Nantucket, written uy L'Jacheus .:\Iacy,
17\)2, and contained in the l\Iassachusetts Historical Collections, he says
a great pestilence attacked the Indians of that island in 17G3 and 17u5,
and that of the whole llumlJer, 358, 222 died. In that year, he says,
the lJlue-fish disappeared, and I haye no knowledge of a specimen
being seen here for more than 70 years. \Ve are informed that they are
found in other localities. TileY arc said to occur on the western coast
of Africa, around the islam} of Madagascar, and also nt Australia; if
so, they are found over a wider geographical range than any other species
with which I am acquainted, inhalJiting the waters in both the torrid
and temperate zon(~s. After an absence of so lllany years, they returned,
as appeared in evidence lJefore the cOlllmittee, about 1832, along the
shores south of Cape Cod. They did not come north of the cape so as
to affect our fisheries, until 1847, when they appeared in vast alJundance-,
and drove away from our bay nearly all other species. I was at that
tillle engaged in fishing for mackerel with nets. This was the last of
our catch; and every year since, when our fisherlJle~l are engaged in
this fishery, they appear. I have known them to appear as early as the
second day of June, but nsually they do not come until a few days later­
from the 5th to the 15th. vVhen they first appeared in our bay, I was
living at Long Point, (Provincetown,) in a little village containing some
270 population, engaged in the net-fishery. The lJllle-fish affected our
fishery so much that the people were obliged to leave the place. Family
after family moved away, until everyone left, leaving that localit~T,which
is now a desolate, barren, and sandjT waste.

These fish not only depopulated our bay of nearly all other species, but
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they depopulated my village and my home. It was a matter of surprise
to yonI' committee that men peofessing to be acquainted with fish should
come before them and say they did not know that blne-fish eat any
other fish but menhaden; and as they are not an edible species, no
matter how many they destroyed; and also say they did not know that
they drove other species away. Call them, sir, by whatever name we
please; whether blue-fish, of Massachusetts Bay; snapper, of New Bed­
ford; horse-mackerel, on the shores of Hhode Island; or tailor, in Del­
aware and Chesapeake Bays, they are the same TemnocZon saltator still,
and deal out destruction and death to other species in all the localities
they visit.

One other, a species of flat-fish, which if< called dab or plaice at home,
but when we bring it to Boston and offer it for sale we call it turllot. It
is the Platcss(( obloll[f((. This species was exceedingly abundant along
our shorcs before the blue-fish came. It is a bottom fish, and does not
cOllle so directly in contact with the blue-fish as top-water swimmers;
still, it has almost wholly disappeared, owing to the blue-fish having
destroyed its favorite bait, which is thc comUlan squid. It secms to lle
nearly exterminated in the waters north of Cape Cod, only a few lleing
seen.

The striped bass have diminished in the vicinity 01' Cape Cod, as the
lllue-fish have destroyed the bait upon which they fed.

The so-called Spanish mackerel, (Gybiwn maculaium,) Cuvier says, is
an inhabitant of the Carribean Sea, extending southward to the coast
of Brazil. Dr. Holbrook mentions it, in his l~ishes of South Carolina, as
being found in the waters along that coast. It has wandered south­
ward until It has reaehed. the southern coast of l\lassachusetts, and. even
specimens have been taken north of Cape Cod. It sells in our market
at a higher price than other species. It is, no doubt, an excellent fish,
but it is probably not so much better than our COUllIlon maekerel as the
prices seem to indicate. It has been selling in Quincy market for a few
summers past at from fifty cents to one dollar per pound. It has been
increasin~in our waters for a few yeaes, and the prospect is it will con­
tinue to increase, until it will lle a fi.shery of considerable importance.
There is no danger of destroying them by catching them by any way we
can, when it is only the few wanderers that come to us from the locali­
ties where they inhabit. I think the,Y need no legislative protection to
increase their numbers.

Such are a few of the many changes that have taken place since I
first engaged in the fisheries. Time will not allow me to go into detail
of the some one hundred and fifty species found along our New England
coast. They may be said to form one great chain, each species being a
separate link, having its own peculiar history and habitudes.

I pass now briefly to notice their fecundity.. \Ye look with wonder
and astonishment at the provisions in the animal economy. How vast
is the number of eggs produced by a single fish; hundreds of thousands,
which, if any considerable percentage should come to maturity, the
waters would be filled to overflowing.

Take a few thousand specimens, alH} allow ten per cent. to come to
maturity; multiply them together for ten years, and how great would
lle the number! And what is that when compared with the countless
myriads that swarm our coast annually ~ Their numbers, how vast!
Human ingennity has invented no means by which they can be enu­
merated; their numbers are only known to Him who created them, who
feeds them with a bountiful hand, and. watches over them with more
than parental care.
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Sir, if we stndy thl'm with referenee to their longevity, we sec marks
OIl them imlieating' age: the loss of fins; searl', where they lutye at
some time reeein~d wouuds that 1l<1Ye permanently heaJell; marks of
physical debility, ,,'hieh appeal' to be the resnlt of adyanee(] age. I
regret to say tlwt no Linnams 1101' envier, nor all the researehcs of sci­
ence have ('\'('1' been ahle to give us any indieation hy whidl Wl~ IlIny
lmow tlle age that fishes live with lilly degree of certainty. 'rhey pass
()ff and on the eoast as the :-;ellSOllS ehange lIm'ing tlll'ir natnral lives,
however long that may I)£'.

In view of all the foregoing facts, where is the dangpr of exlmusting
()ur fishes'? I fail to see the danger of exterminating them.

The British eOlIllllissioTl that was appointed in 13(;;1 to investigate the
fisheries of Great Britain and Jrelallll visited nearly all the princi pal
fishing-places in the United Kingdom, and IlwIle a thorongll investiga­
tiov.l; asked and reeeived answers to nearly sixt,\"-two thonsand qnes­
tions. They eaUle to the unanimous eonelllsion that tlH~re was no Ilan­
gel' of exluinsting the fisheries, either in the opel: sea or in any of the
arms or estuaries along the coast, with all that man eOlllll do, :llld flna!ly
malle their report to tlle EritishParliament in 18(jU.

There were persons that di<lnot wholly agree with the British eOID­
missioners. One of the most prominent is ,J, B. A. Himhml\l, who has
published a Iyork on the th',lIes of tbe southern eoast of Franee. Him­
self a fishcrman, hc says that the migratory speeies, that go ofl' to se~t in
sehools and return each season, eallllOt be (liminished Ly over-fishing,
but loeal fishcs can he exterminated by eonstantly fishing for thom, and
such has been the ease in the loealitv wlll're 11(\ llad beell aeenstomed to
fi~. •

Of the hHl 1 allow l~imhalHl to he tIle Lest qualified to .indgr, as he
has aeqnired l!is knowledge hy practieal experience in the fisheries, alld
the British conlmissioners hall gained their information from others.

'Sir, 1 hope I may not be ehargml with llllllervalning sdentifie researeh;
110 lIlan has a higher appreeiation of the labors of seielltifie men than
myself. Their kindness to me in ailling me in my investigations of fishes
has laid me under the greatest obligations. I o\\'e to them a debt that
I cau nevpr repay..

Sir, I enll attention of i'l'n:Jtor" at this board to the loeality where
Himbaud has gaincd his information-the southern coast of France.
}1'ranee on the Mediterranean is not like our own eoast. Thpre the land
is high, and deep water neal' the shores. The area of fishing-groulIIls
is comparatively limitl'(l. Our own eoastis low, and shoal-water extends
,off a great distanee from the shore. Besides that, the great chain of
banks, comnJeueing with Nantneket Shoals and running eastward a
thousand miles, and terminating with the great Bank of Newfonll(lland,
,gin~s ns an immense area of fi:-;lling-gronntls.

On the coast of France there is not so great change of temperature
in the water from sumnwr to winter as on our own coast. The Gnlf
Stream comes ant throngh the strait,s of Florida, running up the eoast
to Calle Hatteras, from whence it, tnrns eastward. As it passes it leaves
our New England out in the cold; its course is onward until it reaches
the shores of vVesterll Enrope, making' the water comparatively uniform
through the season. I ask, are not the fish OIl the coast of ]'rance more
permanently local than those on our own coast, where there are great
-changes of temperature from summer to winter"/ Tell me, sir, bow
many are there of our fishes that are not more or less migratory. Sen­
,ators will see tbat our fishes and fisheries are not like those of Europe.

Mr. President, lest I may be misunderstood, I desire to define my
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position. 1 firmly belien' tlwre is no necessity for the passage of any
general leg'islati\-c act for the protectioll and regnlation of onr sen fish
and iislwries. ]f fish hm-e dimillished in any of the small arms of the
s(~a, I shoul(l have llO ol~iection to tlte passag'c of a local act, provided
it did Bot interfere with the rights of otlWI'S; bnt I must confess that 1
am slow to belienJ that wIlen fish lJa\-(~ left a localitv that any act on
our statntc-hooks will hring them back. If we wisl~ to incre~lse and
stock our illland waters, it call1lot he aecomplished witllOnt protection.
'1'he building of dams neross the streams, thro\ying' of deleterious sub­
stances into the waters, Inwe (lilllinished the fish; but ill the great sea
man eaunot pollute its ,vaters by anything' he can do. If this legislature
should pnss an aet to prohibit those modes of fishing' that 1,,1\'e been
called by the petitioners novel and improper, what would be the practical
working'~ It would uot only alreet those directly engaged in them, but
It would hnve nlso an indireet hearing. The large fleet of vessels
belonging to Gloneester are a part of the season dependent on these
fisheries for bait to be used in their bank-fisheries. The question was
asked at the time of the hearing' before the committee how the Cape
Ann hank fishermen procured their hait before these modes of fishing
came into use, hut was not answered. \Vhen vessels froUl Gloucester
first engaged in the lmlibllt fishery on George's Bank they met there
immense shoals of sea-herring, (Clupea elonrlata. \ They eould be taken
in nets on the top of the water, After a few ~'ears they beeame less
almndant, and were uot seeu sdlOoling, hut eould he caught by sinking
the lH'IS several fathoms below the surface. Long sinee they have left
that loeality, and uone have been caught there for several years.

Our mackerel fishermeu require a large quantity of bait, to be used in
the prosecutiou of this fishery, which is principally menhaden, eaught
in ,,'eirs or seines. Some 7,000 barrels of this fish was used by Provinee­
town vessels engaged in tIle mackerd fisllery last season. Their wl101e
eateh of mackerel ,ms about 25,000 barrels.

There is a large amount of capital iuvested in our fisheries, giving
employment to a great uumber of men, who follow it life of Imrdship
amI exposure. '1'hey are a useful class of men, as they are producers.
By their labors they bring to our tables a large amouut of wholesome
and nutritious food, which is a blessing- to our people.

Sir, allow me one brief moment, while 1 allmle to the life of a fisher­
man. lie may enter the fishing-boat at nille years of age. Deprh'ed
of the advantages of school education, he follows his husiness from day
to day. He JIIay eugage in some dangerous voyage. Follow him to
the banks of Newfoundland, where he is not only exposed to gales and
storllls-,-lle may in some seasons be surrounded by enormous ieebergs,
whose g'igHlltie height and massi,-e bulk adds to the danger. He is filled
with fear lest his little bark may eome in eontaet and sink beneath his
feet. Beside this, the merchant~ship,on its passage to or from Europe,
may, in some thick, dark, and stormy night, at one stroke put an eud
to his earthly voyage. 'What hardier occupation-what bolder daring
can man display, than to lie down to rest shrouded in the gloomy sol­
itude of a Newfoundland fog. As he leaves the cold, wet, and lone­
some deck, at the end of his midnight watch, worn down by hardships
and exposures, he lies down npon his hed, and while his cradle is rocked
by the mountain hillows, he courts that sleep that may know no waking.
Day after day he looks forward with pleaiiing anticipation to the time
when his voyage will end; when he will return; when he can rest from
his toils, safe in the bosom of his home. Year after year, as his physical
energies begin to relax, he dreads it more and more. He is still com·
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pelled to work for bis snpport and those that may be dependent upon
bim. Few fishermen get rich, while a great lllany of us remain poor.
He may abandon bis business, and stop on shore. With a few nets, or
some other implements of fishery, he may be able to procure means to
supply his wants.

The great question is, "What is the danger of exhausting our fisheries
if these modes of fishing are continued!

Nets have been used from time immemorial. \Ve have an authentic
history, that has come. down to us, that tells us that more than 1,800
years ago, Jesus, walking by the sea of Gallilee, saw two brcthren­
Simon, called l)eter, and Andrew, his brother-cmsting a net into
the sea, for they were fishers, and be said unto them, Follow me, and
I will make :Vall fishers of men; and straightway they left their nets
and tlIey followed him. And going ont from thence he saw other
two brethren, James, the son of Ziebcdce, and John, his brother, in
a ship, with Zebedee, their father, mending their nets; and he called
them, and they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed
him. This not only shows that nets were in use at that remote period,
but that they also needed memling, plainly indicating that they ,,"ere
somewhat like our nets.

From the foregoing considerations that I have so brietly stated, your
committee came unanimonsly to the conclusion that it ,,"as their dnty
to report that the petitioners Itave lenNe to withdraw.


