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Education            

 

Internationally-recognized expert in two major fields of fisheries science: 1) 
ecology and stock assessment of flatfish and 2) optimization and 
performance of commercial and scientific fishing gears.  

 

Conducted extensive research in fisheries science dedicated to the 
assessment, conservation and management of groundfish and shellfish 
resources, prior to retirement from the Dept. Fisheries and Oceans, (DFO) 
NL region in October 2007.  

In 2008, appointed Emeritus Scientist with Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans and since 2008 I have also served on several review panels, and 
graduate supervisory committees.  

  

 

 

• Bachelor of Science, Memorial University of Newfoundland; 
major in Biology, 1970; 

• Master of Science, Memorial University of Newfoundland; major 
in Evolutionary Ecology of Sharks, 1990; and 

• Doctor of Philosophy, University of Bergen, Norway; major in 
Fisheries Science, 1996. 

 
 

Professional 

experience 

 

2013- ,Sessional Instructor at Memorial University Fisheries and 

Marine Institute 

• Instructor: Master’s level  course in stock assessment for fishery 
managers 

2009, Appointed Chair of NEFSC Review Panel 

• Review of survey vessel inter-calibration modeling for the research 
vessels Albatross and Bigelow. 

2008 -, Appointed Scientist Emeritus with DFO-Region 

• Focus of research is centered on the influence of climate and 
fisheries on ecology and population dynamics of groundfish, and 2) 
ecosystem impacts of fishing gears and catchability of survey gears. 

• Mentoring junior scientists. 

2008 - 2012, Appointed to Expert Panel for Norwegian Research 

Council in  Oslo, Norway 

• Review and rank project proposals for the study of structure, function 
and anthropogenic impacts on the Norwegian ecosystem; acquiring 
knowledge on biodiversity; marine eutrophication; toxic algal blooms; 
responsible fishing technology; measures of environmental quality; and 
method, models and technology used to view the marine ecosystem in 
an overall perspective. 

 

2008 Appointed to Chair of an Expert Panel for Fisheries 

Research Services, (FRS-Marine Lab) Aberdeen Scotland 

• Charting the long term research plans of Scottish Government 
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Marine Directorate Fisheries Research Services Research 
Group on Survey and Fishing Technology. 

 

1990–2007, Research Scientist, Dept. of Fisheries and Oceans, 

St. John’s,  Newfoundland and Labrador 

• Conducted stock assessment on commercial flatfish species and 
provided advice to senior management within DFO, the 
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO) and the 
fishing industry; 

• Investigated performance, catchability and selectivity of survey 
and commercial fishing gears, and worked extensively with local 
fishing industry conducting joint resource surveys, fish ageing, 
and tagging studies.  

 

2004-2007 Adjunct Professor Memorial University of 

Newfoundland.  

• Collaborative research with university scientists on natural and 
trawl induced changes in marine fish behaviour using acoustics, 

underwater video and flume tank. 

 

2002-2004, Chair of ICES Fisheries Technology Committee  

• Oversaw and participated in the operations of 2 Working Groups 
and 3 Study Groups under ICES to address specific fishery and 
scientific issues; and 

• Appointed member of 3 ICES Advisory Committees dealing with 
assessment of fisheries and the ecosystem. 

 

Publications Published 202 scientific, technical and working papers on biology and 
ecology of several marine fish species, fisheries stock assessment, 
statistics, fish behaviour and fishing gears. 

Professional 

memberships 

• Member of American Fisheries Society since 1990. 

• Member of Editorial Board of Fisheries Research since 2003. 

• Member of DFO Scientist Emeritus Program since 2008. 

 

 

Contact 

Information 
 

 

 
Dept. Fisheries and Oceans, 
P.O. Box 5667, St. John’s Newfoundland, 
Canada, A1C 5X1 
steve.walsh@dfo-mpo.gc,ca 
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Walsh, S.J. and O.R. Godø 2003. Quantitative analysis of fish reaction to towed fishing gears – 
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