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Right Whale Background 
 History: whaling 
 Stock structure: western North Atlantic 
 Abundance: ~ 450 individuals 
 ESA: Endangered 
 IUCN Red List: Endangered 
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 Critical Habitat 
 Foraging  
 Calving 
 Migration 
 NEFSC and SEFSC 
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 Entanglement 
− observed + unobserved 
− mortality + morbidity 
− ~80% entangled 

 Vessel Strike 
 Noise (seismic!) 
 Climate Disruption 
 Urbanization 

Current Threats 
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Data availability 
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Prepared for NEFSC Protected Species Science Program Review April 13-16, 2015, Woods Hole, MA | page 6 



 QA/QC check; Quick turnaround 
 Data: NEFSC Google map website 
 Data: NARWC Database at URI 
 Data: OBIS-SEAMAP 
 Photos: NEAQ catalog 
 Biopsy: Trent University 
 Biopsy: U Oregon, U Groningen, SEFSC 
 Passive Acoustics 

Data availability 

Prepared for NEFSC Protected Species Science Program Review April 13-16, 2015, Woods Hole, MA | page 7 



Prepared for NEFSC Protected Species Science Program Review April 13-16, 2015, Woods Hole, MA | page 8 



 Right Whale Consortium (NARWC) 
 Research organizations: 

− New England Aquarium 
− Woods Hole Oceanographic  
− Scripps Institute of Oceanography 
− Center for Coastal Studies 

 Government agencies: 
− US Coast Guard 
− BOEM 
− US Navy 
− Other NOAA Science Centers 
− NOAA AOC 
− State agencies (Georgia DNR, 

Florida FWC) 

 Universities: 
− Duke University 
− Syracuse University 
− Biostatistics Research Program, 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
− UMass Boston 
− UMass Dartmouth 

 International partners: 
− DFO Canada 
− Otago University (New Zealand) 
− Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar 

and Marine Research (Germany) 

 

Collaborators 
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 Aerial Survey / Serious Injury & Mortality: Tim Cole 
 Fieldwork – large & small vessels: Lisa Conger 
 Acoustics: Sofie Van Parijs & Melissa Soldevilla 
 Analysis & Stock Assessment: Richard Pace 
 Strengths + Challenges: Peter Corkeron 
 SEFSC work: Lance Garrison 

Presentations 
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