Atlantic Salmon Science: International and Domestic Partnerships

The Atlantic Salmon Research and Conservation Task (ASRCT) has partnered with over 100
domestic and international entities in research, management, conservation and restoration
capacities since 2000. We work with international governments and agencies, domestic federal
agencies, domestic state agencies, international and domestic universities, and Non-
Government Organizations (NGO’s) in North America and Europe.

Internationally, we routinely work with colleagues from over 18 different countries and national
agencies/organizations in North America and Europe to manage Atlantic salmon
comprehensively throughout the North Atlantic. Task members serve leading roles on several
international research and management bodies (e.g., NASCO, ICES, St. Croix International
Waterway Commission, Ocean Tracking Network) and provide expertise on a diverse array of
scientific and management issues. Staff also coordinate numerous agencies from different
countries for annual sampling and research initiatives that add critical data inputs for annual
stock assessments and novel information used to enhance understanding of dynamics of
Atlantic salmon ecology.

At the federal level in the USA, numerous line office and regional science center collaborations
have benefited the study, conservation, and management of Atlantic salmon and other
diadromous species. The ASRCT has collaborated with scientists from four of the NMFS
Fisheries Science Centers (NEFSC, AFSC, NWFSC, SWFSC) working on comparative salmonid and
oceanographic research projects. We work closely with the Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries
Office (GARFO), conducting the research needed to answer the questions an advising on action
on which management decisions are based. Additionally, the Task has worked with other NOAA
offices including National Ocean Service, National Weather Service, and Maine Sea Grant on
various in projects. The Task works extensively with USFWS on domestic population
enhancement, management, and conservation issues, including annual stock assessments and
on issues related to conservation hatcheries, genetics and stocking. The Task has worked on
upland habitat projects with USDOT, USDOE, USDA, and USFS, has conducted research with
USGS to understand migration dynamics during the transition from fresh to salt water, and to
release ocean drifters in the Gulf of Maine to detect migrating postsmolt salmon.

We work with several state agencies on domestic research and management topics. In Maine,
ASRCT works extensively with the Maine Department of Marine Resources, one of three
agencies working within the Recovery Framework for Atlantic salmon, on freshwater
assessments and examining predation of the diadromous species complex by groundfish in the
Gulf of Maine. The Task also works with the states of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode
Island, Vermont, and New Hampshire on annual U.S. stock assessments in at the annual US
Atlantic Salmon Assessment Committee meeting.
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ASRCT partnerships with domestic and international universities and research institutions have
resulted in novel understanding of issues relating to factors that influence marine survival and
marine migrations. We have worked with various fishing groups, fishers, and other industry
entities to conduct research and collect data that helped answer questions ranging from
postsmolt migration dynamics to the feeding ecology of adult salmon at West Greenland.
Working with research professors and students from over 30 domestic and international
universities in North America and Europe, ASRCT has had a lead role in research and student
mentoring on topics ranging from freshwater ecology and the importance of marine derived
nutrients, to river and estuary survival, and marine migrations. Finally, conservation efforts with
domestic and international NGO’s (Atlantic Salmon Federation, Downeast Salmon Federation,
Trout Unlimited, TNC, Maine Audubon, DSSRN, Project SHARE, PRRP, etc.), municipal watershed
councils, and fishing clubs, and tribal governments (the Penobscot Indian Nation and the
Passamaquody Tribe) have been consistent and enduring.

The work of the ASRCT with these partners and collaborators is having significant impact on
science, management, conservation, and restoration of Atlantic salmon and other diadromous
species and their ecosystems. By working collaboratively, the ASRCT has been able to leverage
and use resources more effectively to conduct important research for the conservation,
restoration, and management of Atlantic salmon at every scale.

Table 1. Atlantic Salmon Research and Conservation Task (ASRCT-NMFS-NOAA) partnerships
with domestic and international entities since 2000.

Domestic International

Federal/National Agencies 10 18
State/Provincial Agencies 10 11
Tribal Government 2
Management Commissions 1 4
University Partnerships 17 11
Research Institute Collaboration 1 3
NGO Partnerships 4 3
Watershed Councils/Fishing 10
Groups
Consultant Experts 3
Industry 3 1
Total 61 51
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