


RECREATIONAL MEASURES

This interim action reduces fishing mortality on the GOM cod, GB cod, and SNE winter
flounder fisheries for private recreational vessels fishing in the EEZ, and for federally
permitted charter/party vessels, commensurate with the reductions for the commercial
fishery. '

Charter/Party Vessels:
e A GB cod trip limit of 10 cod per person per day for charter/party vessels is
implemented,

Private Recreational Vessels fishing in the EEZ and Charter/Party Vessels:

e The seasonal prohibition on the possession of GOM cod is extended from its
current duration of November through March, to November through April 15;

e Retention of winter flounder caught in the SNE/MA stock area is prohibited (see
Figure 3 on page 6. Vessels fishing in possession of winter flounder caught
outside of the SNE/MA winter flounder stock area may transit this area, provided
all bait and hooks are removed from fishing rods, and any winter flounder on
board has been gutted and stored; and

e As a mitigation measure, the minimum size for haddock caught by private
recreational vessels is reduced to 18 inches (previously 19 inches).

Because of the large amount of interest in this action and revisions made to the measures
included in the proposed interim rule, the NMFS is soliciting additional public comment
on the measures implemented by the interim action. Comments must be received by
NMES by June 8, 2009. If you have questions about the 2009 regulations, please phone
978-281-9315.

Sincerely,

R Al

Patricia A. Kurkul,
Regional Administrator

This small entity compliance guide complies with section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory
Enforcement and Fairness Act of 1996.
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