
•	 In order to prevent the quarterly incidental catch TACs from limiting the 
usefulness of the program, any quarterly incidental catch TAC that remains 
uncaught from quarters one, two, and/or three will roll over into the subsequent 
quarter. 

•	 Due to the number of flatfish stocks that need reductions in fishing mortality, the 
use of low profile (tie-down) gillnets under this interim action is prohibited on 
trips fishing under the Regular B DAS Program. The use of gillnet gear to catch 
haddock is still allowed. 

•	 When 100 percent of the Incidental Catch TAC for white hake, pollock, or witch 
flounder is harvested, vessels fishing under a Regular B DAS will be prohibited 
from possessing or landing white hake, pollock, or witch flounder, respectively. 

DAS Leasing Program Modifications 

The current prohibition on leasing DAS between sector and common pool vessels is 
eliminated in order to increase flexibility and efficiency in the DAS leasing market. The 
limit on the maximum number ofDAS that a vessel sector and common-pool vessel may 
lease is eliminated. 

DAS Transfer Program Modifications 

The DAS conservation tax is removed from the DAS Transfer Program. Specifically, the 
mandatory reduction of Category A and B DAS (20 percent), and Category C DAS (90 
percent), will no longer apply when vessels participate in the DAS Transfer Program. 
There will be no DAS rebate or refund to those vessels that have already executed a DAS 
transfer and been subject to the DAS tax that was in effect at the time their DAS transfer 
occurred. 

Gillnet Vessels - Flexibility to Change the Day or Trip Category Designation 

The current regulations require groundfish vessels fishing with gillnet gear to make an 
annual designation as either a Day or Trip gillnet vessel when the vessel is issued or 
renews a limited access NE multispecies permit. Once a vessel has elected this 
designation, the vessel may not change its declaration for the remainder of the fishing 
year. Because these interim measures will affect how DAS are counted during FY 2009, 
and because the public was unaware of such measures until after many vessels had 
already selected a gillnet designation for FY 2009, the interim regulations allow a 
vessel owner to change the gillnet designation (Day Gillnet Vessel or Trip Gillnet 
Vessel) associated with his/her permit. To change your gillnet designation for FY 
2009, you can mail an application or a written request to the Northeast Region Permit 
Office at the address above. Requests to change gillnet designations for FY 2009 must 
be received or postmarked on or before June 8, 2009. To request an application, 
contact the Northeast Region Permit Office at (978) 281-9370. 
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RECREATIONAL MEASURES 

This interim action reduces fishing mortality on the GOM cod, GB cod, and SNE winter 
flounder fisheries for private recreational vessels fishing in the EEZ, and for federally 
permitted charter/party vessels, commensurate with the reductions for the commercial 
fishery. 

Charter/Party Vessels: 
• A GB cod trip limit of 10 cod per person per day for charter/party vessels is 

implemented; 
Private Recreational Vessels fishing in the EEZ and Charter/Party Vessels: 

•	 The seasonal prohibition on the possession of GOM cod is extended from its 
current duration of November through March, to November through April 15; 

•	 Retention of winter flounder caught in the SNE/MA stock area is prohibited (see 
Figure 3 on page 6. Vessels fishing in possession of winter flounder caught 
outside of the SNE/MA winter flounder stock area may transit this area, provided 
all bait and hooks are removed from fishing rods, and any winter flounder on 
board has been gutted and stored; and 

•	 As a mitigation measure, the minimum size for haddock caught by private 
recreational vessels is reduced to 18 inches (previously 19 inches). 

Because of the large amount of interest in this action and revisions made to the measures 
included in the proposed interim rule, the NMFS is soliciting additional public comment 
on the measures implemented by the interim action. Comments must be received by 
NMFS by June 8, 2009. If you have questions about the 2009 regulations, please phone 
978-281-9315. 

Sincerely, ~~ 

Patricia A. Kurkul, 
Regional Administrator 

This small entity compliance guide complies with section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory 
Enforcement and Fairness Act of 1996. 
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