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Structure of the Northeast Region Marine 
Mammal Stranding Network

NMFS NER Stranding Program

Stranding Agreement Holders

Sub designated agencies 
and Individual volunteers



Northeast Region Marine Mammal 
Stranding Network

• Extends from Maine to Virginia

• 14 organizations authorized to 
respond to stranded marine 
mammals

• 7 organizations authorized to 
rehabilitate marine mammals

Photo credit: NOAA Fisheries Service





Stranding Response

Standardized Protocols in 
place for responding to

– Dead animals
– Live animals
– Rehabilitation and 

Release

Photo credit: Cape Cod Stranding Network



• NER Network Members demonstrate 
extensive qualifications and 
experience  responding to marine 
mammal stranding events. 

• Enter into a formal Stranding 
Agreement with NOAA Fisheries 
Service.

Stranding Response



Common Marine Mammals in the NER

Seals
Harbor Seals (Phoca vitulina)
Harp Seals (Pagophilus groenlandicus)
Hooded Seals (Cystophora cristata)
Gray Seals (Halichoerus grypus)

Dolphins and Porpoises
Harbor Porpoise (Phocoena phocoena)
Bottlenose Dolphin ( Tursiops truncatus)

Atlantic White-Sided Dolphin (Lagenorhynchus acutus)
Shortbeaked Common Dolphin (Delphinus delphis)

Photo credit: NOAA Fisheries Service



Large Whale Species in the NER

North Atlantic Right Whale
(Eubalaena glacialis)

Fin Whale 
(Balaenoptera physalus)

Sei Whale 
(Balaenoptera borealis)

Humpback 
(Megaptera novaengliae)

Minke Whale 
(Balaenoptera acutorostrata)



Stranding Response
Types of strandings

• Single animal strandings
• Mass strandings (2 or more animals of same 

species)
• Other group events:

• Mass stranding of multiple species
• Hazardous material or oil spill
• Unusual Mortality Event
• Natural Disaster
• Disease outbreak
• Out of habitat situation

Photo credit: New England Aquarium



Marine Mammal Strandings in the 
 Northeast Region 1996‐2008 

Photo credit: Riverhead Foundation for Marine Research and Preservation



Bottlenose Dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) Strandings in 
Northeast Region (Maine to Virginia) 1988 - 2008

Photo credit: Riverhead Foundation for Marine Research and Preservation



Bottlenose Dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) Strandings in 
Mid-Atlantic states 1988 - 2008

Photo credit: NOAA Fisheries Service



Bottlenose dolphin strandings in NJ 
1988 - 2008

Photo credit: Marine Mammal Stranding Center



Stranding Response and Intervention

• Each Event is different
• Qualified Stranding Network Members 

 assess the situation 

• Consultation Process
– Marine Mammal Veterinarians 

– Marine Mammal Biologists

– Other local, state and Federal agencies



• Planning and Logistics
• Operations

– EMERGENCY RESPONSE
• Network members trained and implement  

 Incident Command System (ICS).

Stranding Response and Intervention

Photo credit: Cape Cod Stranding Network



• Herding Attempts
– Most successful as a preventive measure

• Example: Offshore species in Cape Cod

– High risk of mortality and injury associated with 
 intervention

– Consider Human Safety and develop appropriate Safety 
 Plan

– Need to consider potential outcome
• Animals can re‐strand in a different location.
• Areas moving the animals toward, is it suitable for the 

 species?
• Is there adequate food in those areas to sustain animals?
• Will they be likely to survive in that habitat?

Stranding Response and Intervention



Stranding Contingency Plan
• Marine Mammal Stranding Center is 

primary lead for stranding response and 
is first responders.

• Consulted with MMSC to identify 
equipment needs in a mass stranding 
situation.

• NER Stranding Network partners are 
available to provide equipment and 
resource support as needed. 
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