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                      New England/Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management and Marine Life Protection

                      Learn about NOAA Fisheries' work in New England and the Mid-Atlantic region.

                    

                    
            New England and the Mid-Atlantic, including the Chesapeake Bay, have a long and storied history of fishing. 


Fishing continues to define our culture today, with lobsters, sea scallops, crabs, and a variety of fish filling our menus and attracting tourists from all over the world. New Bedford, Massachusetts, is consistently among the highest value ports in the United States, thanks to the lucrative scallop fishery. Recreational fishing is a popular pastime, contributing billions to our economy. Many fishermen still fish in the same places and for the same species as their ancestors hundreds of years ago.


We are also dedicated to conserving, protecting, and rebuilding endangered and threatened marine and anadromous species in rivers, bays, estuaries, and marine waters off New England and the Mid-Atlantic. Our work helps ensure the survival of protected marine mammals, sea turtles, and fish for future generations.


Our work to maintain sustainable fisheries and protect marine life is a joint effort of the Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office and Northeast Fisheries Science Center, offering sound science to help inform management decisions in an ever-changing environment. To find out more about our work, read our 2020-2023 New England and Mid-Atlantic Regional Strategic Plan.
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      Seal & Sea Lion Week is March 11-15, 2024.
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Women's History Month: Talking with Gillian Phillips
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      North Atlantic right whale #3720 and calf were first spotted off Wassaw Island, Georgia, on January 19, 2021. NOAA Fisheries will partner with NASA and the private sector to develop satellite tags that improve whale detection and reduce the risk of vessel strikes. Credit: Clearwater Marine Aquarium Research Institute, taken under NOAA permit #20556-01.
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Biden-Harris Administration Announces New NOAA-NASA Agreement to Advance North Atlantic Right Whale Conservation Technologies as Part of Investing In America Agenda
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      Aerial view of Belle Isle in the Detroit River. (Photo: Friends of the Detroit River)
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Habitat Restoration in the Great Lakes: By the Numbers
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      Study Fleet scientist Calvin Alexander holding a monkfish.
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Why You Should Try Monkfish
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2024-2025 Atlantic Mackerel Specifications
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Proposed Rule to Implement 2024 and 2025 Summer Flounder and Scup and 2024 Black Sea Bass Recreational Management Measures
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NOAA Fisheries Implements the Prohibition of Commercial Fishing in the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument
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Proposed Rule to Set General Category Effort Controls and Clarify Related Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Regulations
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Framework Adjustment 38 to the Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery Management Plan
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Clarification of Paper Logbook Requirements for Southeast Commercial Fishing Permit Holders
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Adjusted 2024 Atlantic Herring Specifications
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Proposed Rule to Implement 2024 and 2025 Summer Flounder and Scup and 2024 Black Sea Bass Recreational Management Measures
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NOAA Fisheries Announces Preliminary 2024 At-Sea Monitoring Coverage Target for Groundfish Sector Fishery
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Atlantic Salmon Habitat Restoration Partnership Grants
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      Howard Laboratory current and retired staff in front the laboratory building after the transfer of ownership ceremony on July 11, 2023. Credit: Heather Soulen/ NOAA Fisheries
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                            The Northeast Fisheries Science Center supports the sustainable management and conservation of marine life. Find scientific reports and research program information.

                          

                          In 1871, NOAA Fisheries’ first laboratory was founded in Woods Hole, Massachusetts. Since then, our research has promoted recovery and long-term sustainability of marine life in the region and sustaining coastal communities. Through our comprehensive marine science program, we study fishery species and fisheries, monitor and model ocean conditions and habitats, develop aquaculture, and provide reliable advice for policymakers. We're also home to the Woods Hole Science Aquarium, the nation's oldest public marine aquarium.
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      Although we regularly encounter halibut on the Bottom Longline Survey, it is rare to catch two so close in size on the same effort. NOAA Northeast Fisheries Science Center scientific staff Ben Church and Giovanni Gianesin pose with such a pair. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Giovanni Gianesin
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      Scientists working up the catch at a sampling station.  Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Catherine Foley
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Proposed Rule to Implement 2024 and 2025 Summer Flounder and Scup and 2024 Black Sea Bass Recreational Management Measures
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NOAA Fisheries Announces Preliminary 2024 At-Sea Monitoring Coverage Target for Groundfish Sector Fishery
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NOAA Fisheries Implements the Prohibition of Commercial Fishing in the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument
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                            We protect, conserve, and manage protected marine mammals, fish, invertebrates, and sea turtles. Find information on our protected species programs.

                          

                          We are dedicated to research and management to conserve, protect, and rebuild endangered and threatened marine and anadromous species in rivers, bays, estuaries, and marine waters of the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic. Our work helps ensure the survival of protected marine species for future generations.
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      Sperm whales. Credit: NOAA Fisheries
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      North Atlantic right whale Horton and newborn calf. Credit: Clearwater Marine Aquarium Research Institute, taken under NOAA permit #26919.
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What Does it Mean to Have Whale Sense?
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      Spectators spot whales on a WhaleSENSE whale watching trip in Juneau, Alaska. Credit: NOAA Fisheries
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      Deceased female North Atlantic right whale. Credit: Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute/Michael Moore. Taken under NOAA Permit # 24359.
    
      

      

    

  
      
        






      

            
              More News
        
        
          

  



    

  
          




                                                                                        

                

                



              

                      

              


          
      

              
          
              
                  
                    
                                              Habitat Overview

                      
                      
                        
                          
                            New England and Mid-Atlantic Habitat Conservation and Restoration Resources

                            We conserve habitats to boost fish populations, recover threatened and endangered species, and support communities. Find information on our habitat programs.

                          

                          Healthy habitats are the foundation of healthy fisheries. We work to protect, conserve, and restore habitats for fishery resources under our stewardship. We also conduct research on marine life to determine how habitat loss, degradation, restoration, and mitigation affect ecosystems. Our vision is for healthy and self-sustaining coastal and marine habitats that support vital ecosystem functions, including abundant living marine resources, human uses, and resilient coastal communities. We work cooperatively with a wide variety of federal, state, and local agencies and non-governmental organizations to protect and restore habitat to sustain fisheries, recover protected species, and maintain resilient coastal ecosystems and communities.
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      Aerial view of Belle Isle in the Detroit River. (Photo: Friends of the Detroit River)
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      Atlantic salmon. Credit: jamie/AdobeStock.
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      Project partners, Benton Harbor city officials, and residents celebrate the Ox Creek restoration efforts (Photo: Zaire Williams/Benton Spirit News)
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      Atlantic sturgeon near rocky bottom
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      Field trip group visiting the Ipswich Mills Dam (Photo: Marilyn Humphries, courtesy of Ipswich River Watershed Association)
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                            New England and Mid-Atlantic Managed and Protected Marine Species

                            Find a list of federally managed or protected fish, invertebrates, sea turtles, and mammals in the New England and Mid-Atlantic region. 

                          

                          Species that we manage, protect, and study in the New England/Mid-Atlantic Region.


We manage 42 commercial and recreational fish and shellfish for sustainable use. We protect and conserve dozens of marine mammal, sea turtle, and endangered fish species from Maine to North Carolina.  







  
  
              




      




Well over 100 species, including finfish, shellfish, urchins, and seaweeds, are landed in the Northeast.  Credit NOAA Fisheries
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      Seal & Sea Lion Week is March 11-15, 2024.
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      Study Fleet scientist Calvin Alexander holding a monkfish.
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Celebrating 25 Years of the Northeast Aquaculture Conference and Expo
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      A floating operations wharf with an oyster tumbler. Inside, workers remove barnacles from the oysters before they are graded and counted by an Oystek oyster grading machine.  A solar-powered FLUPSY is attached to the wharf. During the 2024 Northeast Aquaculture Conference and Expo, Dale Leavitt, formerly of Roger Williams University, led a tour of Blue Stream Shellfish, which has been expanding in Fairhaven, Massachusetts. Credit: Lynn Fantom
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      Sperm whales. Credit: NOAA Fisheries
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      North Atlantic right whale Horton and newborn calf. Credit: Clearwater Marine Aquarium Research Institute, taken under NOAA permit #26919.
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