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                      New England/Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management and Marine Life Protection

                      Learn about NOAA Fisheries' work in New England and the Mid-Atlantic region.

                    

                    
            New England and the Mid-Atlantic, including the Chesapeake Bay, have a long and storied history of fishing. 


Fishing continues to define our culture today, with lobsters, sea scallops, crabs, and a variety of fish filling our menus and attracting tourists from all over the world. New Bedford, Massachusetts, is consistently among the highest value ports in the United States, thanks to the lucrative scallop fishery. Recreational fishing is a popular pastime, contributing billions to our economy. Many fishermen still fish in the same places and for the same species as their ancestors hundreds of years ago.


We are also dedicated to conserving, protecting, and rebuilding endangered and threatened marine and anadromous species in rivers, bays, estuaries, and marine waters off New England and the Mid-Atlantic. Our work helps ensure the survival of protected marine mammals, sea turtles, and fish for future generations.


Our work to maintain sustainable fisheries and protect marine life is a joint effort of the Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office and Northeast Fisheries Science Center, offering sound science to help inform management decisions in an ever-changing environment. To find out more about our work, read our 2020-2023 New England and Mid-Atlantic Regional Strategic Plan.
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      A harbor porpoise is retrieved from the rocks at Odiorne Point State Park, New Hampshire. Credit: Seacoast Science Center
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      Photo credit: Christine Hochkeppel, christinehochkeppel.com
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[image: A team of four scientists in personal floatation devices on a boat handle a very large leatherback sea turtle for tagging]



                  
      The tagging team, Emily Christiansen, Samir Patel, Mike Judge, and Chris Sasso handling a leatherback sea turtle to be tagged. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Heather Haas (Permit #21233)
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[image: Megan Amico stands next to her painting at the World Fisheries Congress 2024 conference. The painting is an under and above water scene. Above the water, the sky is bright orange with some yellow clouds. There is a commercial lobster boat hauling up a lobster pot. Below the water is a North Atlantic right whale mother calf pair swimming under the boat.]
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Accountability Measure for Atlantic Sea Scallop Vessels Effective April 1, 2024
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[image: A large group of scientists stands in front of the open glass doors of a building. A banner above them reads: “James J. Howard Marine Science Laboratory” and “NOAA Fisheries”.]



                  
      Howard Laboratory current and retired staff in front the laboratory building after the transfer of ownership ceremony on July 11, 2023. Credit: Heather Soulen/ NOAA Fisheries
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[image: Stern view of  fishing vessells with their trawl nets. ]
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[image: Observer in orange jacket using grid system to electronically measure a crab.]
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                          In 1871, NOAA Fisheries’ first laboratory was founded in Woods Hole, Massachusetts. Since then, our research has promoted recovery and long-term sustainability of marine life in the region and sustaining coastal communities. Through our comprehensive marine science program, we study fishery species and fisheries, monitor and model ocean conditions and habitats, develop aquaculture, and provide reliable advice for policymakers. We're also home to the Woods Hole Science Aquarium, the nation's oldest public marine aquarium.
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[image: A large piece of ocean water sampling gear sits on the side deck of a research vessel while at sea. The ocean is choppy and the sunrise is peeking through the clouds.]



                  
      A choppy morning during the winter 2024 Ecosystem Monitoring Survey. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Katey Marancik
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[image: A female scientist standing in front of several cylindrical tanks of seawater.]



                  
      Laboratory experiment at the Rutgers Aquaculture Innovation Center in Cape May, New Jersey. Surfclams are being exposed to different combinations of pH and temperature to observe how they respond to environmental stress. Credit: Laura Steeves/Rutgers University
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[image: The back deck of the NOAA ship Henry Bigelow with a large green net and winch and the ocean in the background.]
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[image: A small black and white bird with a bright orange beak swims on the ocean’s surface.]
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[image: A team of four scientists in personal floatation devices on a boat handle a very large leatherback sea turtle for tagging]



                  
      The tagging team, Emily Christiansen, Samir Patel, Mike Judge, and Chris Sasso handling a leatherback sea turtle to be tagged. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Heather Haas (Permit #21233)
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[image: Two stranding responders carry a stranded harbor porpoise away from some rocks]



                  
      A harbor porpoise is retrieved from the rocks at Odiorne Point State Park, New Hampshire. Credit: Seacoast Science Center
    
      

      

    

  
      
        






      

          
                    


  
  
  
  
  
         
                      
            Feature Story
          

                  
Seal and Sea Lion Week


      
        
        
                                        
                                    Feature Story
                      
                        ,
                              
  
                
      
            
            
      
      
                  Alaska
              
                                                                                          
      

                
      
            
                        
      
      
                  New England/Mid-Atlantic
              
                                                                              
      

                
      
            
                  
      
      
                  Pacific Islands
              
                                                                                    
      

                
      
            
                                          
      
      
                  Southeast
              
                                                            
      

                
      
            
                                                
      
      
                  West Coast
              
                                                      
      

                
      
            
      
      
      
                  National
              
                                                                                                
      

      

                  

          
                  
            
  
                
      
            
            
      
      
                  Alaska
              
                                                                                          
      

                
      
            
                        
      
      
                  New England/Mid-Atlantic
              
                                                                              
      

                
      
            
                  
      
      
                  Pacific Islands
              
                                                                                    
      

                
      
            
                                          
      
      
                  Southeast
              
                                                            
      

                
      
            
                                                
      
      
                  West Coast
              
                                                      
      

                
      
            
      
      
      
                  National
              
                                                                                                
      

      

          

            

    
              
              
      
        


  
      
  
  


[image: An animation showing several species of seals in their native habitats with the words "Seal & Sea Lion Week" across the top.]



                  
      Seal & Sea Lion Week is March 11-15, 2024.
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[image: Aerial view of six sperm whales grouped together in dark blue waters.]



                  
      Sperm whales. Credit: NOAA Fisheries
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[image: Horton NARW with her calf]



                  
      North Atlantic right whale Horton and newborn calf. Credit: Clearwater Marine Aquarium Research Institute, taken under NOAA permit #26919.
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What Does it Mean to Have Whale Sense?
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[image: A view of a crowd of people from behind. They are wearing winter gear and holding up cameras to take pictures of whales swimming near the boat.]



                  
      Spectators spot whales on a WhaleSENSE whale watching trip in Juneau, Alaska. Credit: NOAA Fisheries
    
      

      

    

  
      
        






      

            
              More News
        
        
          

  



    

  
          




                                                                                        

                

                



              

                      

              


          
      

              
          
              
                  
                    
                                              Habitat Overview

                      
                      
                        
                          
                            New England and Mid-Atlantic Habitat Conservation and Restoration Resources

                            We conserve habitats to boost fish populations, recover threatened and endangered species, and support communities. Find information on our habitat programs.

                          

                          Healthy habitats are the foundation of healthy fisheries. We work to protect, conserve, and restore habitats for fishery resources under our stewardship. We also conduct research on marine life to determine how habitat loss, degradation, restoration, and mitigation affect ecosystems. Our vision is for healthy and self-sustaining coastal and marine habitats that support vital ecosystem functions, including abundant living marine resources, human uses, and resilient coastal communities. We work cooperatively with a wide variety of federal, state, and local agencies and non-governmental organizations to protect and restore habitat to sustain fisheries, recover protected species, and maintain resilient coastal ecosystems and communities.
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[image: Hood pond surrounded by trees.]



                  
      Hood Pond in Ipswich, Massachusetts. Credit: Jim MacDougall
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[image: Aerial view of a large forested island in the middle of a river]



                  
      Aerial view of Belle Isle in the Detroit River. (Photo: Friends of the Detroit River)
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[image: A large silvery fish leaps above rapids]



                  
      Atlantic salmon. Credit: jamie/AdobeStock.
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Ox Creek Restoration Key to Environmental Justice in Benton Harbor, Michigan
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[image: Project partners, Benton Harbor city officials, and residents celebrate the Ox Creek restoration efforts (Photo: Zaire Williams/Benton Spirit News)]



                  
      Project partners, Benton Harbor city officials, and residents celebrate the Ox Creek restoration efforts (Photo: Zaire Williams/Benton Spirit News)
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Supporting Endangered Atlantic Sturgeon in the Chesapeake Bay
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[image: Two sturgeon swim above a gravelly bottom]



                  
      Atlantic sturgeon near rocky bottom
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                            New England and Mid-Atlantic Managed and Protected Marine Species

                            Find a list of federally managed or protected fish, invertebrates, sea turtles, and mammals in the New England and Mid-Atlantic region. 

                          

                          Species that we manage, protect, and study in the New England/Mid-Atlantic Region.
We manage 42 commercial and recreational fish and shellfish for sustainable use. We protect and conserve dozens of marine mammal, sea turtle, and endangered fish species from Maine to North Carolina.  





  
  
              


[image: Fisheries of the Northeast map and species images.]

      




Well over 100 species, including finfish, shellfish, urchins, and seaweeds, are landed in the Northeast.  Credit NOAA Fisheries
                        

                                                                                

                              


                                 

    
          
                   
        



  



        
      
        


  
       
  
  


[image: Side-profile illustration of North Atlantic right whale with mostly black, stocky body and no dorsal fin. Head shows knobby white patches of rough skin, called callosities.]



    

      

    

  
  
North Atlantic Right Whale





              

          
                  



  
  
  



  



        
      
        


  
       
  
  


[image: Left-facing illustration of yellow, olive green Atlantic cod fish with black speckles, barbel/whisker under lower jaw, and white line going across its side.]
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[image: American plaice illustration. Credit: Jack Hornady.]



    

      

    

  
  
American Plaice






              

      


  
  


                              


                                 

    
          
                  



  
  
  



  



        
      
        


  
       
  
  


[image: Side profile illustration of a black sea bass fish with blue and white spotting on scales. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Jack Hornady]
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[image: Side-profile illustration of bluefish with shiny white and light blue body. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Jack Hornady]
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[image: Side-profile illustration of a golden tilefish with silver and gray body, gold, yellow spotting, and dark red tail fin. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Jack Hornady]



    

      

    

  
  
Golden Tilefish






              

      


  
  


                              


                                 

    
          
                   
        



  



        
      
        


  
       
  
  


[image: Left-facing illustration of mostly black Humpback whale with white on underside and pectoral fins and distinctive hump on back.]
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[image: Side-profile illustration of a gray sperm whale with a extremely large head, narrow lower jaw, and small dorsal fins. ]



    

      

    

  
  
Sperm Whale





              

          
                  



  
  
  



  



        
      
        


  
       
  
  


[image: Illustration of White Hake. Credit: Jack Hornady. ]
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[image: Side-profile illustration of a gray spiny dogfish shark wtih white spots and white underside. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Jack Hornady]



    

      

    

  
  
Atlantic Spiny Dogfish






              

          
                  



  
  
  



  



        
      
        


  
       
  
  


[image: Side-profile illustration of haddock with dark lateral line across body and distinguishing black blotch "thumbprint" between the line and pectoral fin. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Jack Hornady]
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[image: Illustration of an American lobster with a reddish and speckled large shrimp-like body and 10 legs, two of which are big, strong claws in the front. ]
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2020 and 2021 Combined Report of Marine Mammal Strandings in the United States
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[image: Two stranding responders carry a stranded harbor porpoise away from some rocks]



                  
      A harbor porpoise is retrieved from the rocks at Odiorne Point State Park, New Hampshire. Credit: Seacoast Science Center
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Family Harvest: Brother-Sister Duo Cultivate Local Dishes as Oyster Farmers
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[image: A woman smiling at her brother as he drives a boat.]



                  
      Photo credit: Christine Hochkeppel, christinehochkeppel.com
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Where the Leatherbacks Roam
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[image: A team of four scientists in personal floatation devices on a boat handle a very large leatherback sea turtle for tagging]



                  
      The tagging team, Emily Christiansen, Samir Patel, Mike Judge, and Chris Sasso handling a leatherback sea turtle to be tagged. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Heather Haas (Permit #21233)
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Women's History Month: Talking with Megan Amico
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[image: Megan Amico stands next to her painting at the World Fisheries Congress 2024 conference. The painting is an under and above water scene. Above the water, the sky is bright orange with some yellow clouds. There is a commercial lobster boat hauling up a lobster pot. Below the water is a North Atlantic right whale mother calf pair swimming under the boat.]



    

      

    

  
      
        






      

          
                    


  
  
  
  
  
         
                      
            Feature Story
          

                  
Seal and Sea Lion Week
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[image: An animation showing several species of seals in their native habitats with the words "Seal & Sea Lion Week" across the top.]



                  
      Seal & Sea Lion Week is March 11-15, 2024.
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