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This data report gives the locations at which the tagged sea scallops were 

released (Table 1), the locations at which they were reported recaptured (Table 

2), and a list of all recoveries that were reported recaptured more than 10 miles 

from the point of release (Table 3). Table 4 gives an annual summary of the re­

captures by distance from the point of release and Table 5 gives an annual summary 

by the direction of apparent movement. Figure 1 shows the locations at which the 

tagged sea scallops were released and Figure 2 is a reproduction of the reward 

poster showing the type of tag and its location on the shell. Figures 3 - 6 show 

the locations at which the tag returns were reported recaptured relative to the 

points at which they were released. 

The reported locations of recapture are those given by the fishermen who 

turned in the shells and collected the rewards. They can be in error because 

of faulty navigation, lapses of memory, and in some cases, deliberate deception. 

Taking them at face value, however, it is apparent that very few (16 percent) 

were reported more than 10 miles from their point of release (Table 3). Table 

5 shows that most of the tagged scallops moved toward the southeast (091°-180°) 

and the northwest (271°-360°). Navigation charts of the area show that the tidal 

currents run strongest in these directions. 

It is concluded that the swimming movement of individual scallops are most 

probably random and that any net movement is the result of the tidal currents. 
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Table 1. List of drop numbers, dates, locations and number of tagged 
sea scallops released. 

Drop No. Date No. Released Location 

16 9/22/57 498 41° 52' N 66° 20' W 

20 9/23/57 575 41 ° 51' N 66° 21' W 

21 9/23/57 790 41° 51' N 66° 22' W 

25 6/23/58 676 41° 56' N 66° 46' W 

26 6/22/58 538 42° 07' N 66° 56' W 

27 6/23/58 285 42° 09' N 66° 52' W 

28 6/23/58 581 42° 07' N 66° 52' W 

29 6/23/58 452 42° 08' N 66° 52' W 

30 6/21/58 999 41° 43' N 66° 14' W 

31 6/23/58 500 41° 26' N 66° 22' W 

32 6/23/58 500 41° 28' N 66° 26' W 

33 6/24/58 800 41° 30' N 66° 16' W 

34 6/23/58 500 41° 33' N 66° 18' W 

35 6/23/58 600 41° 26' N 66° 23' W 

36 6/23/58 608 41° 30' N 66° 27' W 
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Table 2. List of individual returns of tagged sea scallops. 
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Table 3 List of tagged sea scallop recoveries that were reported 

recaptured more than 10 miles from the point of release. 

Drop Tag Weeks Drop Tag Weeks 
No. No. Out Distance Bearing No. No. Out Distance Bearing 

25 S4825 25.6 10.7 024 20 F4804+ 83.0 13.1 187 

30 S 159+ 29.6 10.8 339 28 F9975 85.4 11.7 265 

26 F7163 30.7 14.7 137 21 F6264 93.0 12.5 177 

26 F8486+ 34.1 19.6 098 16 F3081 93.0 13.5 183 

35 S4045+ 45.1 11.9 008 21 F6083+ 95.0 26.2 306 

28 F9966 48.1 23.1 103 26 F7157 96.7 10.2 264 

36 S4220 49.0 17.2 032 16 F3041+ 106.8 27.9 307 

33 S2498+ 50.6 16.3 006 36 S4486 113.0 33.1 329 

34 S3457+ 50.6 13.6 013 28 F9314 129.0 12.5 118 

30 E4961 50.6 12.5 112 35 S3554+ 141.8 10.2 345 

33 S2415+ 50.8 17.5 344 25 D5757 157.6 24.4 276 

30 S 643+ 53.4 35.9 312 16 F3002 158.5 11.3 321 

34 S3294 55.9 10.3 014 30 8 175 158.7 17.9 206 

33 S2806 56.0 11.8 019 20 F4786 160.8 16.8 304 

25 05682 56.0 17.8 095 28 F9101+ 169.0 34.7 116 

28 F9361 57.0 12.1 076 28 F9274 172.9 15.1 165 

30 E4900+ 59.4 12.4 335 25 D5766 188.6 16.4 294 

26 S 887+ 60.4 28.0 130 32 81684 197.4 47.6 321 

16 F3144 64.7 18.7 282 31 S1208 202.4 10.1 215 

16 F2714 66.0 26.6 294 34 82000 205.3 19.8 209 

21 F5656 66.0 25.7 298 31 81090 205.3 12.2 212 

30 S4842 77.8 30.8 299 
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Table 4. Number of recaptures by yearly intervals and percent returns by 

distance between release point and reported recapture point. 

Distance (miles) 0-2 2-5 5-10 >10 

Time out (years) Number 

< 1 47.6 33.3 6.0 13.1 84 

1-2 37.2 34.3 11.8 16.7 102 

2-3 33.3 44.4 11.1 11.1 36 

3-4 25.6 30.8 15.4 28.2 39 

4-5 20.0 66.7 13.3 00.0 15 

Totals 37.3 36.6 10.5 15.6 276 



Table 5. 

Quadrant 

Years 

< 1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

Totals 
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Direction of movement of tagged sea scallops away from 

point of release by quadrant and years at large. 

001-090 091-180 181-270 271-360 001-360 

14 29 13 28 84 

9 52 17 24 102 

4 12 10 10 36 

4 12 9 14 39 

3 2 3 7 15 

34 109 52 83 276 
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FIGURE 1. Locations and drqp numbers of the releases of tagged sea scallops 

on eastern Gebrges Bank. 
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FIGURE 2. Reward poster used to publicize the sea scallop tagging 

experiment. 
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MINUTES OF LONGITUDE 

FIGURE 3. Locations at which tagged sea scallops were reported recaptured during 

the first year after release relative to the location at which they 

were released. The figures inside the 2 mile circle give the number 

of recoveries in each quadrant. 
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FIGURE 4. 
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MINUTES OF LONGITUDE 

Locations at which tagged sea scallops were reported recaptured during 

the second year after release relative to. the location at which they 

were released. The figures inside the 2 mile circle give the number 

of recoveries in each quadrant. 



FIGURE 5. 
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Locations at which tagged sea scallops were reported recaptured during 

the third year after release relative to the location at which they 

were released. The figures inside the 2 mile circle give the number 

of recoveries in each quadrant. 



FIGURE 6. 
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Locations at which tagged sea scallops were reported recaptured during 

the fourth and fifth year after release relative to the location at 

which they were released. The figures inside the 2 mile circle give 

the number of recoveries in each quadrant. 


