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Haddock

'Haddoc:k landings fronl Geoi‘gés Bank for the ﬁrst six months
of 1968 (Table 1) were off about 15. 0 mllhon pounds and landmgs
per day was off about 3,200 pounds compared to last year, VTh.lS |
'dechne_ln haddock landlngs and abundance is due to a scarcny‘of

‘.}scrod.

Scrod abundance for the second quarter of 1968 (Flgure 1) was |

down 57 percent from 1967. The decline in serod is a result of
poar recruitment from the 1964 and 1965 year classes.

 Large haddock abundance (Figure 2) in the 2nd Quarter is

running ahead of that of 1967 by nearly a thousand pounds. These o

larger fish are still remnants of the strong 1963 year class
Age compositions (Flgure 3) for second quarter show the 1963

year class still predominant and the 1962 year class has all but

ended its importance to the fishery The absence of three year olds

in the catch suggests the reason for low scrod landings.

Landings and landmgs per day for Browns Bank haddock (Table |

1) are running about the same as last year. Large and scrod abund-

ance for the quarter (Figure 4) show little change.
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TABLE 1

HADDOCK SECOND QUARTER STATISTICS
(Live Welcht)

‘ Accumulatived!

SeconEFQuarter , B!
Landmgs in thou- Landing/Day Landings in thou- Landings/Day"
sands of pounds in pounds _ 'sands of pounds in pounds
\rea 1968 1067 1068 1967 1968 1967 1968 1067
3ank  Serod 7,208 14,866 2,692 6,052 14,161 31,396 2,763 6,782
~Large 9,549 7,918 ~ 5,219 4,489 . 16,841 14,910 4,466 3,822 s
Total 16,757 22,784 7,911 10,541 31,002 46,306 7,229 10,604 |
3rowns
3ank - : L 5 L |
2 Scrod 2,469 2,182 7,788 7,615 3,290 2,735 7,310 8,105
- Large 1,259 1,206 3,363 4,037 1,653 1,428 3,150 4,046
Total 3,728 3,388 11,151 11,632 4,943 4,163. 10,238 12,151
Fulf of : _ o
Maine  Serod 1,909 2,909  -- -- - 2,638 3,504 -~ -
Large 1,541 1,466 -- -- 1,022 1,932 -~ -- |
| Total T 3450 74,375, -- -- 4,560 5,436 == == ]
3ay of , - : .
Tundy  Serod 73 156 3 - 136 445 3 ==
Large 27 38 1 - 50 121 1 ==
Total - 100 194 4 - 186 - 566 4 -
Fotal : : , o
' Serod 11,657 20,113 3,962 6,953 20,225 38,080 3,593 6,888
Large 12,376 10,628 4,990 4,429 20,466 18,391 4,337 3,842
Total 24,033 30,741 8,952 11,382 40,691 7,888 10,730

56, 471

1/ 1st and 2nd Quarter
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Yellowtail

Yellowtail landings in 1968. are running ab'o.ut'vfour mil]ion
pounds ahead ofv1967> for the first.six months, »Both G,eorgebsrBank
~_and Southern New England groundé are producing higher landings

(Table 2). | o -
| 'Ab_undance has increased on Sogt“her’n New England grounds
(Figure 5) vcbmp.a.red to the second quarter'df 1967. Georgés Bank
~ yellowtail abundance (Figure 6) is also higher in the ‘seéond quarter
compared to 19767. lThe level of effort on both gr_.ounds, while high, |
is still beiow that of previous peak years. With _thishigh abninda-nce
of yellowtail and; no change in éffort, total landings bcould come
close to 65 million pounds in 1968. |

Age .c.ompositions‘ on both g;ounds (Figures 7 and 8) ',_‘sho'w the

: verjr strorig 1964 and 1965 year classes dominatingl ;ché landings.
The success or failure of the 1966 ‘yeér class will inﬂué-nc:e the
conﬁnﬁance of this increasing trend of yellow’Fail abundance in 1969.
The 1964 and.1965‘ year classes should continue to c;bntribute ,

substantially to the fishery next year. |
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"TABLE 2

YELLOWTAIL SECOND QUARTER STATISTICS

(lee Welght)

Sédond Quarter

~Accumulative

~Landings in thou- Landings/Day

. Landings in thou- Landings/Day

. sands of pounds in pounds . sands of pounds in pounds
\rea 1968 1967 1968 1967 1968 1967 1968 1967
jo. New S = SR : ' e e
“ngland 5,473 . 5,286 ' 5,800 5,097 14,364 9,983 6,414 4,844 .
Teorges S o | ' s
Sank 6,496 - 2,689 5, 927 4,734 8,927 5,014 5,930 4,327
Viid- R - - L _ '
Atlantic 219 1,741 - 9,163 6, 981 667 5,393 17,503 6,698
Zape Cod , v ' ' o o
Bay 967 770 4,105 2,545 2,134 2,010 4,974 2,814 -
Total 13,155 10,486 5,794 5,129

26,092 22,400 6,158 4,992

Cod

. Cod landings for the first six months 01968 (Table 3) are

about 3 million pounds higher than for the same period in 1967,

This increase is due {0 an increase in landings per day. It is

difficult to ascer’ca:gn if this reflects an incr.ease in true abund-

ance. With haddock relatively scarce, changes in the pattern of

fishing may be influencing the cod abundance index.



TABLE 3

COD SECOND QUARTER STATISTICS
(Live Welcht)

Second Quartcr ‘ . Accumulatlve

Landings in thou- Landmgs/ Day  Landings in thou- Landmgs[Day
: . sands of pounds = inpounds sands of pounds in pounds
Area N ‘1968 1967 1968 1967 1968 1967 1968 1967
Georges o L e
Bank . .. 9,651 - 7,288 2,974 1,638 15,648 - 12,917 - 3,053 . 1,865
Redfish
» The state of the fishery for redfish is qﬁeétioﬁable to say the
least. Landings per day ,('I"able 4) were higher on all gfounds
frequeunted by the U.S. fleet, yet landings were sbout the samé as
last year. Obviously the fish were available but the lack of interest
. . ! . ) [4 .
in this species has resulted in a gradual shrinking of the fishery. )
TABLE 4
REDFISH SECOND QUARTER STATISTICS
: _ (Live Weight)
Second Quarter — - ~ Accumulative . ' ;
- Landings inthou-  Landings /! Day “Landings in thou- =~ Landings/Day |
-~ __sands ofpounds __ in pounds _ sands of pounds in pounds ‘
_Area 1068 1967 1968 1967 1968 1967 1968 1967
Gulf of , : - | N
Maine 2 2,853 5,933 28,911 26,725 7,014 8,235 32,920 26,833
Nova o - . ' o ' .
Scotia 5,846 5,966 35,306. 25,805 8,819 = 11,898 37,998 25,811
- Gulf of

St. Lawrence 7,583 = 3,312 59,802 57,893 7,583 3,312 59,802 57,942

Total - 16,282 © 15,211 < 45,594 33,151 23,416 23,445 43,538- 30,709




' Silver Hake
(Food Fishery)
,'The silver' hake fiéheryvappear‘s. to hax.fe recovered from the
' lahar and p'rice diéputes thaf plagued it in 1966 and 1967. Laﬁdings
(Table 5) are ahead of 1967 for the first six months.vv Landings
o hper day were lower on Georces Bank and hlgher in the Gulf of Maine

" this year but total abundance has rema:_med about the same.

TABLE 5§ - [

SILVER HAKE SECOND QUARTER STATISTICS
v (lee Weight)

e e g e

~ Second @Quarter | , ’ . , Accumulative :
Landings in thou-  Landings/Day Landings in thou- Landings/Day .
- sands of pounds in pounds _ sands of pounds in pounds .
Area _ . 1988 1967 1968 1967 1968 1967 1968 1967
Gulfof ©* | . | | | | - '
Maine - 5,591 2,023 15,470 1,034 5,591 2,024 15,470 1,034
Georges | ' | : :
Bank 3,314 1,758 11,273 22,314 3,528 1,336 11,273 22,314

Total 8,805 - 3,781 13,908 10,928 9,119 3,860 - 13,908 10,928




Industrial Fishery -

Des}piite increases in red and silver hake catch per day
| (Figures‘ 9 and 1‘0),. laridings have remained about the same foi- these
: two"spe‘ci:es' in fhe first six months"of 1968 compared to 1967 (Table_.'
8). Total ir‘xduStrial‘landin.gr‘s”are funhing behind.1967 fér thve fifst
‘half 6f fh‘e year. This decrease has come mainly from a-redﬁction
in landingé of species other than hake in the first and second quartérs.
These other species (eelpouf and flounders primarily) have dom-
inated the industrial fishery lgndings since 1966 whe,ﬁ red and silver
- hake abundance declined so draé’tically in Sou’chérn New 'England- |

- waters.



TABLE 6 _
INDUST RIAL RED AND SILVER HAKE SECO\TD QUARTER STA’I‘ISTICS
: (lee Wemh’c) :

Second Quarter _ , Accumuiati’ve?

o Landmgs in thou- Landlnas/Day ~ Landings in thou- Landings/Day
Area and - sands of pounds in pounds

sands of pounds in pounds
Species 1968 1967 1968 1967 1966 1967 1968 1067 _
S0. New p v
England _ _ o , o _ IR
Red Hake 4,317 4,607 16, 425'_ 14,807 4,334 4,758 16,361 14,397 ;
Silver Hake 1,763 1,264 -6,702_ 4117 1,813 1,394 6,526 3,811
Total 6,080 5,871 23,127 18,924 6,147 6,152 22,827 18,208
Mid-Atlantic _
Red Hake 57 35 2,201 1,745 57 35 2,201 1,745
Silver Hake 233 120 5,611 7,428 233 120 5,611 7,428
Total 290 155 7,902 9,173 290 - | 155 7,902 " 9,173
Total Red Hake 4,374 4,642 16, 241 14,721 4, 391 4,793 16,179 14,305
Total Silver - 1,906 1,384 6,575 4,417 2,046 1,514 6,422 = 4,008
Hake : : o N , ‘ | o i
Total Industrial 25,882 27,476 97,994 84,537 43,240 94,124 78,719

149,196

-_4_,_4..,”_..;..,5_._-«,4_.. S
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Sea Scallops

Sea scallop le.ndincs (Table 7 ) from the'Middle Atlantic, while

o quarter of 1968. The ’chmor that seems to keep the flshery alive is

the price of scallops to the flsherman (1 15 1.20)..

| shcrhtly ahead of 19 67, are still far below levels achleved in 1965

 and 1966. Georges Banl«. 1and1n0's were very low for the second

The 1967 survey by the Albatross_ IV showed an increase in

scallop abundanc‘e This'increase however “has failed to :

materialize m 1968 commercial-landings data. Landincs per day

(Flgures 11 and 12) has remained low on both crounds.

TABLE 7

SEA SCALLOP SECOND QUARTER STATISTICS

(Meat Welcrht)

-

~ Second Qué.rter -

Accumulatlve

Landings in thou- Landings/ Day  Landings in thou- Landan'S/Day

sands of pounds in pounds sands of pounds in pounds
\rea 1968 1967 1968 v 196'87“ 1967 1968 1967
reorges - . - _— '
3ank 289 - 287 1,420 1,792 803 805 1,401 1, 574
Viiddle ’ . . _
Atlantic 2,656 2,071 1,736 1,875 3,971 3,195 1,657 1,724
Cotal 2, 945 2,358 1,699 1,865

4,774 3,800 1,609 1,688
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