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A Brief Higtory of the New England Fisheries
by Albert T, Jenaen '

INTRODUCTION

The first settlers of New England arrived hare i ™, . . .

serve thelr God and to fish, ” The success of the flsheries was gush

that they furnished the first Americsn articles of export and jaid the
foundation for world-wide sea navigstion and commerce, The first -
and for many decades, the caly - flshery wag the cod flabery, Thus,
the history of the nation is (ntimately sasocisted with the history of

the cod fishery. It wazn't uatil the 20th Century that other species

were exploited on 8 grand acals, [n this review we shaill concern

ourselves mostly with the New England Hishery for cod with gome

explanatios of the flshing grounds snd the gear. The fisheries that
doveloped later will be discussed in slogical order,
HISTORY OF THE FRHERY
Explottation of the Northwest Atlagtic cod rescurce began in

the 13t Century wiwa Freach snd Portugese veasels flahed the Gtand

Bank off Hewfoundland, By the early 17th Century, the New England

caloaists were fiahing for cod ia the local waters., In 1824, "not lesa

than 350 veasels from Gloucester” fisbed with hand lines fa the offing



Fishing Areas
The grounds flabed fn the early days ave familiar zames
today: Jeifrey's Ledge, Cashes Ledge, Nanmtucket Shoals, sad the

of the vegion, 'The scope of the operations soon began to change,

howsver, ,
By 1708, ¥ew England vessela were fishing the Nova Scatian

‘Banka and in 1748 the first cod trip from Georgea Bank wis landed,

It was not long before the vegsels began 1o make even loager trips,
In 1767, Gloucester vessels veatured to the Grand Hank, Presum-
ably the abundance of cod was grester and the flahing more sue~-
cesaful there because by 1733 as many as 50 Gloucester vessels
were fiahing on Graud Dank,
Fisk Abandsace

It seems reasoaable W aagpect that <od abuadance m. low in
the local New Zagland watersa {a the late 15th Ceutury., Few fiaher-
masn would risk & loag trip offshors in timy vessela if there had been
éuatydeedmarby. Testile mill dams were blamed for the scar-
city of fiak, The damns hiocked the spawning runs of aslewives oa
which the eodieﬂaﬂé when the slewife abundance declined, cod
abandance also decliced,




. The success of tbe New Eugland cod fishevies varied greatly
over the years, For example, in 1785 80 Gloucester vessels fishe
eg offshore hut 12 years later, ouly 3 vesaely fished offshors, By
1319, the fisherisa were in a severe economic depression and
Congreas passed s "bounty act”™ ~ & form of subsidy. The act evident~
wumme Some new vessels were bailt asd new Hie was
put into the industry. | |

hiany of the prublema then were much the same 23 those ex«
peTienced by lishermen today. Cftentimes ouly the dregs of the
waterfront were available to erew the vessela, The wmen worked ss
with & scarcity of fish, the problems were such ihat in 1853 It was
ssid of one skipper, “, . . the fear of making a 'broken voyage' kept
hirs awake and at his poat full twoeaty hours svery day throughout the
time emplayed In taking fiah, |

| Toward the closs of the 18th Contury, benk flshiag, mostly
on Georges and Browns Banks, was a flourishing industry with 174
dory achecners taking part. Iz 1876, the equivalent of 92 millien
WMWMMWWWMMM in 1382
& racord was set whea 294 milllon pounda of cod were landed,
Further details of the landinga are discussed undar the section on
the cod fishary,



Some of the fuctzations in laadinga and apperent abundance
ﬂm'mmmnswmsmw.mummm.
No doubt the earlisst kinds of gear used by the New England Caloa~
ists included weirs and traps adapted from the ones used by the
jacal Indlens, But the usual kind of gear was the baad line fished
from small boats i the harbors aad bays,

Hand lites had been used for about 200 years aloard the
Europesn vesseis that fished the Grand Bask, At first the hmnd lines
were flshed from the deck of the yessel, but in & ister adeptation the
lines weve fizhed by one and two-man crews In dovies carried to the
fishing zround by e veassl,

About 1770, the Dutch developed the line trawl - a long line
with & series of baited books attached at intervels, Americen fisher-
men were somewdat slow in adopting the long line, in paxt becsuse
of the hue and cvy that it was & harmful gear, Originally called 3
“bultow, * the loe trawl was sald to cauae a school of fish to desert
the grounds when the saw "their fellows writhiag on the hookas,

' But, New Eagland fishermen did adopt the line trawl, some~

tizoe during the {irst quartec of the 19tk Century. At firet the trawls
-m-tmmmmmm. a8 with the hand lineq, they were
et frozs oane- and two-man dories. The line trawls efficiently caught




Lise irawls were tbe principal fishing gear until Speacer
F. mmmgﬂmmmmmum
Ang a 1873, The nets cadght the cod but the twiae wax too frail
to survive the strugzies of the large fish, A seccnd trial with
stronger gill nets durlng the wister of 1380-81 ia Ipewiah Bay wea

The nets originally were set and heulsd by hand frem » dory
Mmﬁm:swpmrorpl‘e&nctheu%ﬂaﬂmmmm
1508 when five ar six smail giIt setters, fully equipped, arrived in
Gloucester from Michigan, They wased a mechanical lifter which
sllowed them to set sad haul the zets directly from the veasel,

mmmmmmmmmmmqmm
adaptable to small boats, did not require large crews, did oot need
powerfal engines (n the vessel (33 do olter trawls), and were more
efficient than band lnes ov los trawls. They sre most efficlent
when there are besvy iashore runs of spawniag fish such as the
winler cod rua on the ground east of Ipawich, or the astuwma pollock
run near Cape Ann. Hand lags and Une trawls are oot efficlent in
those sessons because most spawning fish do oot feed well, thus
would not bite readily on the baited hooks.
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Table 4 New England Landings of Major Specics  (thousands of pounds,
Coid Haddocl\ Redfish
Year 1bsg . $ lbs, $ Ibs. %
1930 88,769 3,043 -, 278,990 . 8,983 -
1 7Y, 872 2,378 203,173 G, 054 -
2 76,171 1,725 171,418, . 13,874 - -
3 88, 309 1,856 171, 387 3, 008 264 -
4 © 102,905 -2,225 168,721 . 3,172 < 1, 842 -
5 103, 166 2,514 206,919 . 4,552 . 17,157 ° -
& 94,733 1,958 - 188,733 4, 379 66,502 . -
i 117, 646 2,657 - 1BU, D57 4, 429 58, 356 -
3 107, 885 2211 70 178,110 0 3,901 - (35, 005 -
0 84, 821 2,321- .0 180,740 4, 862 77,375 -
1940 72,246 2,503 159,666 - 5,205 85,142 -
1 93, 843 2,669 - 143,162 . - 8,008 . 145, 387 =
2 57,805 - 3,395 148,115 > 8,872 . .128, 090 -
3 57, 928 4,784 ° 128,772, -10,100° . 114,737 - . -
4 80, 649 5,530 - . 146,493 - . 9,786  -120,216- oo
] 121, 304 8,565 - 159,734 7. 10,974 131,834 © -5, 087 .-
6 78,146 5,782 18D,201'a‘ld,409'_' 178, 149 77,749 - -
7 55, 615 3,675 170,178 11,691 146, 587 . 5,925
8 59, 495 4,303 .- "163, 442 12,028 258,002 9,647 -
9 51,078 3,477 138,170 -8, 547 246, 987 9,819 -
1950 48, 022 3,250 182,143 ¢ 13, 095 207, 793 9, 157
1 43, 801 4,318 153,291 - .11, B80 254, 308 2,507 -
2 35, Bi4d 2,094 161, 341 ~ 712, 492 189, 030 8,210
3 27, 309 2,116 139,494 . 10,518 - 153,894
4 29, 258 2, 06O 154,495 - "10,008 .. 181,448 = 7,376
5 26, 984 1,874 135,029 8,100 . 156, 987 G, N3 -
6 27,758 1,969 152,193 9,583 151,113 °© 5,723
7 27,070 1,941 133,409 10,186 133, 931
8 32,214 2,718 119,551 ¢ 11,742 144, G45 B, 275
9 34, 538 2,842 112,622 10, 938 136,703 5,665
1960 26, 036 2,244 118,610 - 9,391 141, 433 5, 420
1 35,798 2,581 134,536 . 9,901 132, 062
2 37, 434 2,872 134,168 10,903 123, 483 -
3/ 3 30,129 - 2,458 127,808 11,430 107,000 -
o i {List. )
1/ Source lishery Statistics of U, 5.
2/ 1837 - 1950 data {from ICNAY Doc.
3/ Lstimated from 0.8.65,

(BCF Gloucester,

5,972 -
5,088 -

5,114

round-fresh and thousands of dollars, ex-vessel),

92, OG-

Vil 1951 - 1962 from G E. S Bullctlns‘ Massachuysetts Landmgb. . :
Maasachubetts) tables on. 1963 prqductlon."value New England. I'l.sh L:mdmgs

. z,f :
Yellowiail Silver Iake Indastrial Scallops
ibs. § lhs, 8 “lbs. ; lhs. $
- - 9, 863 - - -
- - 8,071 - - -
- - 7,201 - - -
- - 9,419 - - -
- - 17,415 - - -
19,673 22, 480 - - -

- 1a,549 25, 095" . - - -
23, 898 7 28, 065 - - s - - -
135,284 40,869 - - -

247,794 oo ‘ - - -

- 66, 681 . 486, 870 2 - -
45,785 53,097 25 5, 529 2,330
31, 033 51,788 - 21 4, 869 1,614
33,790 1 2 ST, BG4 7 5,711 1,887
32,145 00, 9 © 51, O8O 63 11, 617 6, 568
3G, 419 % 2, 254 61, 082 101 14, 654 7,217
iU, 589 - . 80, 468 204 16, 636 8,719
28,684 - 3,7, 50, 036 437 18, 296 6,764
24, 394 ¢ - 65, 464 1, 023 19, 080 9,208
16, 187 - 2,007 118, 466 1, 048 18, 746 8,323

S 14,747 1,739 165, 8955 458 18,630 10,83
12,568 1,243 85, 366 - B11 23, 618 10,477
©10, 275 _'-—1_056 G0, 386 1, 262 17, 631 7,976

.. 12,657. 7 1,325 110, 6307 1,214 22,125 11,450
11,745 1,196 00, 090 1, 20} 20,066 - 10,822
10,904 . -1, 843 126, 312 1,856 20,094 10,180
-29,51d0 2,645 106, 650 - oL, 294 18, 077 9,139
25,913 2, 885 110, 144 1,268 24,644 11,804
27,685 2,732 . 103,637 263 26, 600 9,515
34,667, 2, 955 93, 945 - 272 29, 461 10, 404
50, 844 3,815 97, 747 387 . 23,500 9, 500
67,837 4 590 - 246 119,740 9,227



 Although the beam trawl hed been known asd used fo the
‘Dritish Islos sincw the sarly 178 Century, it was given & poor re-
ception by New England fishermen, In the winter of 1391-02 an at-
terspt was mede 10 sstablish & beam-traul fishery, The §5-toa
Resolute zailed in November 1801 to Middle Beak (Steltwagen Bank),
Ipowich Bay, and flnally the southern part of Georges Dank before
finding any concentrations of fish, h;mmmmmgm
10, 000 pownds of haddack “, . . together with dogfish in trouble-
some susbera,

In Iater tripa the bauls sometimes averaged 13, 600 poonds
of fish, but the twine burst repeatedly when the load reached 15, 600
pounda, Twmﬁmwmmmmmmﬁwm
trawl amnesrtain, The caplain conaidered the experiment & guccess,
but his financisl beckers would not coatinue the work.

4 exaller versic of the beam frawl, called a drag net, was
used in Provincetows harbor in & winter flsbary for founders arsund
the turn of the century, [ sever achieved widespread use,

’ Perhaps the greatest revolution iz flshing gear wes the intre-

duction of the ottsr trawl tn 1805, It evolved irom the besm trawl,

In 1384, at the Britishk flohing port of Grasten, ihe beam wea remoy-~

ed and otter boarda sttached 10 each wing, The otter trawl was much

Jess cumberseme than the clhimay beam trawl sad mueh more eificient,



There were no radical improverents ia the trawl for several
decaden, Stemn trawlers wers first used auceessfally ia France in
1874 and fa Great Britain fn 1381, but the firat Americen steam
trawler was the Spray, It had beea built for Boston owners on the
general plan of Dritiah fishing stenmers and successiully introduced
the ottor trawl to tie Ameriean Continent ‘Belore the Spray, and be-
fove the otter trawl, American vessels fishing for groundfigh contined
themselves to the use of hand lines and Mae trawls fished solely from

The firgt big chuage in otter trawling was the introduction
from Zurope of the Vigneren-Dakl trawl, DCeveloped ia 1924-28, it
 ealarged the effective catch ares of the net by jlacing the otter boards
or “doors” some digtance forward of the net rather than adjacent to it
This greatly improved trawling efficlescy and incressed the caicbes
of vessels using the gear, Mr,wmmzmmm
a serious problem, Ualike haxd loes, line {rawls, snd ziil neta, the
. atter trawl indiscriminately captared flshes of all sises most of which
were dead or dying by the time they veschod the vesssl's deck, Any
food fish of unmarketable sizes were discarded at sea and lost to the
figheary, Efforts to solve this problem bave bwen going on for over
hall 2 century, | :

 Table 1 lists the landings asd value for the major New Eagland
groundfish species for the peried 1930-1943,




#d in @ previcus secticu; detsils of the fislwry to the present sve noted
below, Th&m&ﬁlﬁmmuamﬂﬁm y
that wae sffected seriously by techuological advences and chesging
consuner preferences, Ho atcurste statlstiss ave avallable for cod

 landings prior to 1893, but froms thet date to the presest rexsonably

- sceurste data are svailable, The antual New Zagland landings of cod
{gatied weight) from Hew Zagland waters duriag the period 1883~1932
ave shown in figure 1, Appropriste converaioa factors were used to
to a standard of gatted fresh fish, he etate 1n which cod is landed
today. |

The changes ia ¢od landings during the period covered by the
graph geascally follow the fluctastions ia the sative New Sngland fish-
ing indastry, For example, the repld increase in landings in 198608
probably reflects the Introduction of the otter trawl that replaced the
leas efficient hand lises sod line trawl, From 1914 to 1927 fishing
effart for all speciss was low aud this i3 reflected iz the lawer cod
lendings, During the 1930's, the industry experienced a series of
ing decressnd sbundance of fish, and & te~up of vessels as & reault
of the genersl ecanemie depression of Americsa industry,



Hecent changes in cod landings resulted from decressed
fishing effort offshors i Terld War I, a decline in landings In the
aarly 1950's {precamably cauged by an increnss in haddodi abund-
aace), sad & rise in cod landings io the late 1050's caused by a de-
cline ia haddock abundance, |
 The trend fa cod Inadings during the past 10 years generaily
MMa@.Mttﬁwmhhmﬁewwmmmm-
cies that has been rising. Although current aasual landings bave not
resched pre-war highs, the trend has been a slow, stesdy climb - an
sverage increase of more than sae~-half million pounds per year,

Frem the beglaning the New Lngland cod eatch was opiit,
salted, and dried, omum;m@:wmmM¢mm
mmgmmsmmm&ﬁmms. wig landed fregh,
Selt cod was a staple food item on both sides of the North Allantic
nﬁmmmtwmmm&cWammm

The evolation frem = salt cod mariet io & freah and frogen
cod market was Iargsly the resuit of technological changea {3 band-
ling the catch at sea aad ashore, Improved jce-making machines,
the improvement in flahing gear, and the irsasition to steam (later
Diesel) engloes rasde it poasible for the vessels to catch larger
gaestities of fish and bring the trip to market rapidly and ia goed



sad Dr, Havdea F, Teylor of the BDuresu of Fishevies, dovelopad
fish, ‘The fadustry then began to market quichk frosen, booeless,
from salt to fresh fish, Now, species that did not salt well - beddosk
and ocesn perch - coald be filleted sad froven, sad new wmarkets

In the hey-day of the sali-bankers, heddock were considersd
trash fish 10 be svolded when puseible, discarded whea unavoldable,
o galted caly as & last resord, A governmwnt report lysved in 1883
more then haif the prios of the cod . . . The haddoek, whes fresh,
suits the taste of some; but when dried, it is without reputation evea
1n the Bat of the {poorest maa), who ia doomed fo be ite principal
cmiganwr,

The use of tos aboard szne of the bank fishing vessels toward
 the close of the 19th Certury made move fresh haddock availabls to
the st lmited macket, From 1880 io the enrly 1000's New England
the arder of about 54 millicn pounds.




The sdvent of the otter trawl and steam trawlers nffected the
growiag Gabhery for haddock sa rmuch a3 13 affected the cod Hebery,
Oftshore Hahing effort lacraased aa the aumber of vesssls increass
od and the haddock enteh rose ateadily, During the period 1004-18,

U, 5 ﬁakrm&ummaww oiﬁmmimpmadsmnu.
mmmwmm&mmqwmmwmeﬁm

of Blleting fish &t the port in Besten n the sutumn of 1821, Befors,

fish had bewn filleted 2t the retall rarkets to Individual eustomers®
orders, Haddook waa the first species in which flliats rather thaa
whole fish were shipped io retailers. Soom, brand-identified fiak
fillsta weve affered, followed by packages of frosen fillets that made
haddeck avallable ca & aatioa-wide basis, Laadings dooua lucrensed
rapicly from approwimately 50 million pounds L 1921 to a pesk of
294 million in 1920, The ik of the cateh came from Georges Baulk;
eome came from Hrowne Benk, Nestacket Shoals asd the verious ine
w:aawwmnum«mmm-
dustey's fillet oatput, Afler thal, Mr.mmm;dmmMr
mmuwnmmmwmﬁngﬁm

I,




m;&aulmmwm_ﬂmgm' |
both declined greatly and resulted fa & marked daclice in New Zagland
imodings, However, over the yeavs 1834 to 1341, haddock abuadance
on Georges Bank incrensed and, with increesed effort, the tread ia
landings rose. Daring the 1840's, haddock landings from Gearges
Baak were about 100 millicn pounds per yesr, but during the X850%,
landings declined to about 83 million poands per year, The level of
mesma:WnMum&aﬁmxmm

Figure 2 shows the recont trends of the haddock flahery,

Redfish

- The ﬁlﬂeulhﬁfﬁswﬁaglmﬂgrﬂaﬁﬁhﬁ#uﬁﬂx&hﬂm
perch iu the retail trade), Few were caught on the old hook snd Line
- gear, but the otter trawl begun 1o make some inrcads ou the, uatil
thea, unexploited stocka, The redfish with iia spiay projections was
unsuitable for salting and most of those that wers canght were dis-
cardad as trash, Prior to World ¥ar I, & few million pounds of red-
fish were landed each year in Earope for the fresh fiah market, After
.the war, some also was sold freeh in the United States, but it nover
wag any grest campetitor in the salt cod snd haddock market, The
sitastioun changed radically, bowever, ia the middle 1030%. By
wﬂ.ammﬂmmmmmmﬂdammmt
with the taste and texture of freshwater perch, The product fousd a



ready mariet In the Middle West sod South where the taste for perch
was familiar, Changing the name of the product to “ocean perch™
{it in sometimes slso marketed & roscfish) facreased Ita scceptance,
Thus & whale oew tishery boomed, o

Although the filletiag of recfish originated in Bostca, there
whs uot eaough space there to handls the new product. Glousester
seemed a Hkely location, Although it bed reigned en the salt flgh
capital, Gloucenter had declined; mostly because of foreign competi~
tion beginniag abaout 1000, and hit the sconomie bottom {n 1833, There
wers geversl smpty wharves sod bulldings avaifable for the rediish
proceasing plants snd this paved the way for a new "Solden Srs of
Fishisg" for the ity of Gloucester, The real birth of the redfish
fishery, then, may be sald to date from 1335, |

The Hew Znglead redfish fishery bas exploited a serles of
stocka, The eartiest fishing in the Gulf of Maine tock plece in the
deep water slong the edges of Cashes Ledge, the Greal Soath Channe
aod almost any of the various Jedges, banka, and holes In the ares,

Although fishing began Ia the Gulf of Maius, the sffort moved
'mmmumwmnmksmem.
Rova Scotls Baaks, Grand Banks, snd the Julf of 5t, Lawreance, In
each aves, landings rose 1o & peak ss fighing effort increased for &
few years. Later, as cateh-per-day begaa to declise in the ares,
fishing effort was diverted to new stocka whila effort and landings
‘decliosd in the clder aveas. |




dowaward in the foar flahing sreas, each area appronching equil-
ihrium st & diffevent Jovelfliz, Sh The United Stotes redfish landings
been & recent period of stadility of lasdings at aboat 140 million
Silver Hake

| mmumﬁmmmmsm.wmr
stagie species. Mot ocly is it widely used ag bucws food, but it ia
reduced for meal and oil, and is an Importent part of suimal food
preparationg, ﬁmsﬁmﬂwm.m however, because a century
ﬁmmﬂwrmmwc!ﬂm.

Provineetown mackerel flahermen of the time were plagued
durisg July sad August when large quantities of silver hake were
eanght in the mackerel aeta,  Gften it took afght to tea hours to clear
the neta of the siiver hake, Although the apecies wag abundant, there
was 6o markst for it, It did aot salt well and unless {t was kept cold,

or exlyn socm aller caplure, the Neak became 2¢ft and tasteless.

Beginuing sbout 1340, there was & small, local fishery for
fresh silver hake, Laler, the gpecies weas ysed 33 bait in a hook-
and-line fishery for dogilsh, (Presamably the dogfiah were inteud-

~ od for guano and il )



Thers was litile resl interest ia siiver hake until about 1820
St, Leuls, Migscurl, An active fishery, however, did not begta
watil the 1530%s, | '

At firat, aiiver haie was uaed oaly for basan food, but as

In 1937, about 10 miliicn pouads were landed and by 1957 thls o~
cressed o searly 130 million pounda, In revest years, the food
ftak leadings of gilver bake bave averaged sbout 70 million pounds

| During tbe eerly yesrs the fighery was largely s pound sad
trap net cperation, hut tn the 1930 the move efficient end versatile
mm&mmmwmgem The freshly caught
ﬁﬁmlwéatmwnmmwm, hﬂtmmrmu#m
coaveyors that lead to sutomailc seallag, washing sad, if secessary,
heading machines, The dressed fish then are trimmed and packed by

 haod into retail and {oatitutional gise Peciages and irogen before
distrimation to markst,

Floandors |
“The prosperous Hew England flounder fishery owes much of
its developmaent to technological advances, The catches were very
small yatil the advest of the otter trawl and, later, the development

of filleting sad freezing fncreased the availability of the product,
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Minmuﬂiw Wﬂmm mmww
sole, were sold a3 filsis under the name sole. Yellowisil flounder
was abundunt, but most dealers conaldered it too thin to be sold in
mmmmmwmaemummwm
mm&tm
“The situstion changed rapidly, however, whes bhekbwh
nce declined severely ia the middle 1939% and the industry

| msmlm The abundaxt yellowtail ylelded & thin bat fise~

fiavared fitlet and 200 {4 began 10 appesr 1a the retall trads, The
incressed demand for fish products of all kinds during Werld Tar I

The yellowtail cuich rose from slightly usder 23 million
mm-:&umlmiammmtm The catch drope
ped to & 1ow of 12 millicn pounds in 1954, but ix recent yeers bas
stubilized at about 30 million poands per year (g, 5\, About 70
percent of the ¢atch is landed ut New Bedford,

Lang Island to south of Mantucket laland snd an east-centiral Jearges

Hantucket Scund; 2 few are taken on Jeorges Dank, Mosat of the New
England catch of fiake 1a taken during the winter xid early spring



gen Seallops.
‘I’hﬁnﬂwmﬂmﬂmgﬂmhm
along the Matne coast in the eighties of the last centary. Hecords for
the early yesrs are facempiets, but it was ot ustit 1831 1bat the an-
posnds. During the same year, landings in the Middle Atlastlo
States were over 2 million pounds, mmMmrﬂ. but
the wxploitatica of tie beds off New Yark asd New Jersey seems to
have started shovtly sfer the end of Warld War L Total landings
elimbed gradusilly during the thirties, reaching 10 millton posads,
70 percent landad in New Zagluad, ia 1939,
dintaly after the sac'e aad, Ax landings contisued to ineresas in the
late forties, New Hedford became the majer port for lundiags of sea
scallop mosia, hmm mraammﬂmms
were ot New Bediord

mmm. Beginadag ia 1987, mm:ntamm

which had formeriy worked caly some inghors beds in the Bay of

Fuady and the duilf of 5t. Lawrence, mmmommamvm
Mnmmmmwﬁmm & domioqut
yoar class was recruited in 1850, These two factors led fo s dramat-
fe navesse in landings, resching 38 million poands in 1962,

* This section preparsd by J. A, Posgey.




Since then, landings have gradually declined aa abundance oa
the Georges Bank grounds was reduced. The Cansdias flset haa fn-
cressed to sbout 50 beats, whils the American fleet hus declined from
about 80 to about 49 boats, Total isadings in the United States have
remained higher than total Iandiugs {n Canada, but in 1983 Canndx

~ landed about the same amount ag the United States from Georges

Bank (fig. 6. Censdisa Isadings will probably exceed United Stales
Iandings in 1854, | |

The abusdance of sen scallops oa the Georges Bank grounds
will probably contizue to decline toward the levels which prevailed
in the early fifties, Mrmm&&mﬁmmmbww_

. least efficient sad most beavily moriguged vessels will be forced out

New Englend’s industrial trawl fishery in the broed sense be~

gaz in e Iste 1840%, largely ss the result of at least two different
fishery developmenta, The first of these was the fallure of the
pilchard fizhery aa the West Conat; the plichard (California sardine)

‘was & prime soures of meal and ofl, The second development was the

extension of the menhaden {iahery into New England waters, Therse
coald be setiafled Iu part with the relatively unexpioited rescurce of
flounder declined in abundance and many southern New Cngland fiaher-
man turned to othwer gpecies for purt of theis {acome,
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T&qumw; In 1943, New Bedford
Iandings of iadustrial fish were slightly more than 4 miltica pouads,
Beaght entively by ssiak farm operstora. In 1849, New Dedford fa-
dustrial landings were over 44 million pounds, bought antively by

The Nishery depended largely on only & few species, Hed
hake, sliver hake, common skate, mmgm together sccounted
for all but & very small percentage of the fndustrisl fish landed,
quantitiesn,

Far a tiroe {1984-53), lamdings averaged over 140 million
pounds a year, Silver hake made up sbout 23 percent of the total
eatch by woight and red hake made up about 50 percent from the Gulf
of idaine grounds, but the proportica was 15 percent and 70 perceat,
respeciively, from Southern New England grousds, The remajader
of the eatches included & variety of species, most of which bad litle
ar 1o enpmercial vaive,

. The fshery declined rapidly with the develapment of the

M'tmumm‘taMMMM Landings at
Mmmnmmprm
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