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Prior to the year 1937 the landing of a scallon dragger direet from the
fishbing grounds was a rarity at the Port of Boston. 3Beginning with 1937 there
has been 3 constant trend upwards in the number of irndividusl lsndings and
total poundage.  This is iilustrated in the accompanying table.

This table illustrates a Jumz from a litile over 8,000 pounds in 1337
to just under 2,000,000 pounds in 1979, During the first 8 months of the cur-
rent yesr, 1,062,357 pounds were landed, and ancther 283,400 pounds were hsiled
curing Septenber and Qctober. In spite of the fact that the direct supnly of

1

this shell fish bas inereased, the -rice trend has beon stesdily usward with an

average of 11.3: a pound in 1978 to 16.72¢ in 1940. If the oresent trend in
1941 continues, it is estlimsted that the urice will average nezrly 2% a nound,

The ses scallop (Pecten masse’lanicus) is reported teo be common in Norta

&tlantic waters from Cape Hatteras to Labrador. They have been taken in denths
up to 100 futhoms, tubl usuaxlly are jaken by the draggers in desths hetween 20
and 45 fathoms. Altbhough scattered 211 over the banis of the North Atlantie,

-
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tommereial fishing is confined usually to soots well known to the fizhermen,

s

These gzrounds are aitusied frem 25 - 50 rdles HE. S0 BME. Hartuciket Ligshtshio
g O B

snd 140 - 220 miles BESE. of Bositon Lightshiuv,



The fishing season extenda through the entirs year but ihe calches are
sertously eurtailed‘énring thie winter months. To operzte successfully a scallon
drogger needs £3irly ealm weather due to the fact that heavy swells 1ift the
draz off the betiom and out of the renge of Lhe scallops which are on the ccean
rfzaar. In additlon, the tynical offshore scallop boat will average only &5 f&ét
in kengﬁh and Is not big encugh to risk the hazardous winter storus. Therefore,
tre best norths in regard to quﬂntities.ianﬁad are duy throuzh November,

The stellop is barvested by nsans of » drung consistirg of a rigid trie
agalar sheped salr of ars atiached to s r&ctangulgf rome 9 - 12 feet lonw
and 12 = 15 inches hish., This rigid fraze forms the opening to the net proper
whichi is 5 feet deer argd consists of 1 tup section mede of sask cord meshes znd
a bottom section made up of a row of ten 3-inch iron fings Joined by leinch iren
links., These rather heavy piesces of [ishioy equigmegt zre used in telrs, one
beingy fished on each side simultanecusiy. The tnwing time genersily 18 15 - 4§
mimutes devendding on the tyne of botiom :nd abwrriance of scallons,

The averase offshore seallap drssger ca?riés 2 or 12 men and works on a
Lelioip=on snd Selour-ofl schedule. These hours are long but are a blz improves
nent over conditlons of a few years buecd shen the crew cften worked the clock
around. The share aysten is fevorsble to the crow snd the starve per trin is

kizl but tre argmsl average ls eut down conesiderably by curtsilment of fishing

during the wirter menths.
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Quantity and value of ses seallop landings

Lt T or o , ’ Number | Average
Year iﬁew England States Boston of nrice per

fuantity : Vslue - Luentity Yalue Lrips pound

| Pounds ! | Pounds
1935 .L’D?O é}{}‘;‘ ‘ %231,366 !-/; - o e ; - o @ : * o & . e =
1937 ‘53659’000 é<91387 }il’.:’/ “’?L;"_'} : “4? 1 11&’7 \ . s a » &
1938 5,850,500 @ 622,001 & 423,885 ‘9&,1&3 R » ¥ o
1939 7’17?:900 981333}- . 1,78‘3,3‘« 23 ,569 , }-‘L&O o’ 13‘05
19139 i . e ; PO _/l,m,5f3} ) 18&,1&7 100 . 16132
19.6}1 » & ‘ . e 1 612,636 }.87’850 g8 18.60 -

: %/ Boston, Gloucester, and Portland,
' J Pigures through August.



SOME STATISTICS
on the 1
SEA SCALLOP FISHE

.. In response . to a number of 1nqu1ries regarding the present
gtatus of the New England Sea Scallop Fishery, available data concerning
this fishery have been tabulated and swamarized. . T

Falrly corplets records of landlngs in lliddle Atlantic and
Jorth Atlantic States extend back to 1929 and there are sporadic records
fox years back to 1889, These are tabulated in Table 1 by states.

The importance of New Bedford as the principal sea seallop
port in recent years is shown by Table 2 in which the landings at that
port are compared with the landings for the entire Atlantic coast for
the years 1938 to 1950,

In Figure 1 are outlined the priancipal grounds which are now
fished for sea scallopgs The variation in produgtlion of these various
grounds from 1944 to 1950 is presented in Teble 3.

An indicetion of the intensity of fishing is shown by Table 4
in which the number of trips made is tabulated for the years 1944.1950,
This table alse gives an expression of the relative abundance ({catch
per boat per day) of scallons on all banks as a whole for that period.

Table 5 presents relative abundance data {catch per day)
for the various arsas flshed during the 1944-1950 neriod.

The Fish and Wlldlife Service has no reeords of areas fished
- for scallops previous to the year 1944 and the data for years subsequent
- to 1950 have not yet been processecd.

1/ Prepared by the North Atlantie Fishery Investigations, Fish and
Wildlife Schice, Us Ss Department Of the Interior, ‘oods Hole Station,
Woods Hole, llassachusetts, May 19524



o Pem-nOQNLINgs of sea scallopg by state:

and reg:\'.on;-~~1:’<f89-—l9’50. (In ?0%635

N Total Total Total Total |
Year Maine Mass, Rhode Conn, New New New Middle Chesancake Atlantie.
Island England York Jersey - Atlantic 1/ States |

1889 295,299 28,550 - - 323,849 * * x ¥ *
1898 166,509 - 198,40 - e 36/4.,949 * * * * *
1902 114,656 19,200 - - * 133,856 % ¥ ES * 3#*
1905 415,600 15,005 - - 430,605 * * * * oo
1919 72,512 42,300 - - 114,812 * * * ¥ *
1924, 200, 514 138,600 - - 339,114 ¥ Tk ¥ * *
1926 ' * L * * * 1,067,964 47,436 1,115,400 - *
1928 326,178 119,124 29,970 - L75,272 * * * * *
1829 358,570 445,280 - - 824,850 1,610,310 56,700 1,667,010 - 2,191,860
1930 436,416 510,738 - - - 47,154, * * ¥ * *
1931 586,870 493,663 - 423 1,080,956 1,097,868 154,364 1,252,232 - - 2,333,188
1932 607,780 869,534 - 94,527 1,571,941 1,531,587 240,234 1,771,821 - 3,343,762
1933 1,073,172 1,029,097 - 55,926 2,158,195 1,823,492 373,589 2,197,081, 72,645 Ly 427,921
1834, * ' * * * ooE . * * - _ * * *
1935 743,200 024,300 2,600 - 1,670,100 2,213,500 . 426,600  2,640,100° - 4,310,200
1936 * * * * * * % . * * *
1927 679,400 4,4976,900 2,700 - 5,659,000 2,818,700 234,100 3,052,800 10,800 8,722,600
1938 792,900 5,057,200 yAS Y - 5,850,500 2,944,800 . 114,000 3,058,800 - 8,909, 300
1939 593, 500 €,5%4,400 - - 7,177,800 2,590,500 20,100 2,610,600 - 9,788,500
1940 199,100 5,191,700 100 - 5,390,900 2,184,400 -~ 67,500 2,251,900 - 7,642,800
1941 *¥ *% *¢ *% KK *#% *¥ ** *¥% 7,864, E00
1942 132,100 6,007,200 100 25,000 6,164,400 962,200 56,400 1,018,600 - 7,183,000
1943 232,700 2,609,500 - - 1,4, 842,200 635,400 300 636,700 - 5,528,900
1944 77,800 44158,700 26,500 - 4,5263,000 605,600 100 605,700 - 1,5 858,700
1945 71,400 3,920,200 - 2,600 3,994,200 1,628,100 62,500 1,716,600 5,710,800
1946 136,800 9,438,300 - 3,000 9,578,100 1,965,100 62,800 2,049,350 - 11,413,000
1947 507,100 12,524,600 1,600 6,000 13,039,300 1,441,000 173,80 1,414,800 - 14,654,100
1648 453,686 11,638,057 - ' - 12,091,743 3,318,200 835,100 4,153,390 100° 16,245,143
1949 508,916 13,178,905 - - 13,687,821 2,521,863 428,872 2,950,735 - 16,639,554

13,186,177 17,000 13,728,001 693,123 4,738,560 - 18, 446,561

1950

524, 824

Ly 045,437

1/ Virginia and Maryland
¥  No data available .
#*% No breakdown by state or region




Table _2_ : Comparison of landings of sea scallops atb
New_Bedford, lMasse with total ].andmgs

“lantic Comst States, 1930-1950
T {ihousands of PoundsT T
- ' ’ b _ Porcent
- Year' New Bedford Atlantic Coast Landed at
: : . . New Bedford
1938 4,255 8,509 4748
1939 4,733 94709 4344
1940 4,414 7,643 5748
1941 5,579 7,865 709
1942 5,445 7,183 17548
1943 3,832 5,529 6943
1944 4,009 '4,869 8243
1945 3,897 5,711 6343
1946 8,940 11,613 7740
1947 3.0’,675 14,654 72,8
1948 103082‘ . 16,245 62,1
1949 11,707 16,639 70e4 -
1950 3 11,982 18,467 6349
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TAELE 3, --Producticn of ses sczlloms bv fishing afen es lended et New Bédford. w8ss, , 1Se4—b50,
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Table 4 ¢ Number of trips and cateh per day for New
- "Bedford sea gcallop fleet, 19441950

- Year . Number of Trips Catch per boat per 357
: V(in pour;ds) '
1944 325 11,807
1945 296 ‘Y ' 1,638
1946 ~‘f - 786 S 1,790
1947 1,435 . 1,669
1948 1,404 1,50
1949 1,494 o 1,389

155 1,393 1,646



Table 5 ¢ Catch per day of Sea Scallops ‘xy area
1944.1950
(in gounds}

. ’ XIT | ' XXIIT
z 0 G H T u N

‘Fastern Nan, Shoals W, Side B+ Side Northern Central Southwest Off

Year Yasse & South South  Edge & & S.Bs  Georges Long
L Lightship Channel = Channel N,E, Peak Georges : . Island
Grounds ‘ )
Lons 1,02 1,59 1,768 1,609 1,886 1,862 2,05  ——m
1945 ....-..- 1,456 1,670 1,624 1,69 1,727 14633 1,080
1946 1,102 1,505 1,365 1,677 1,810 1,782 1,990 e
1947 945 1,794 1,436 1,642 1,734 1,626 e 450
1948 '906 1',,389 _1?229 1?336 1?307 13392 13260 1,035
1949 1,021 1?456 1,350 1_,525 1',364 1,411 1,323 13026

1950 1,286 1,806 1,456 1,463 1,606 1,658 1,766 1,319
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