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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

THE TVINTER SPORT FISHERY IN THE lIDrJ YORK BIGHT, 1949- 1950 

The dee~-sea sport fishing activity in the "New York Bi ght " area 
has continued a steady decline since the middle of IJovember, 1949 . The wea­
ther has been a more important factor in this decline than has the distrib­
ution of fish . 

Previous reports have covered the trends in the fishery through 
the first days of December, 191e9. Two trips l'1ade to the fishing area since 
that time have yielded additiona.l interviews witt' returning fishi hg parties 
during the second week of Ja.nuary and the last 1rleek of February, 1950, and 
information on the interve'1in,S periods from authoritative. sources . 

Yackerel chunrrning was given up by the party fishermen early in 
December, although conunercial pound and gill- net fishermen along the north­
ern New Jersey coast made !Sood l"lAckerel catches from that time until late 
February, when the weather brollght t]-leir opperations to a temporary halt . 

The following table shows tlte a~proxima.te averae;e number of trips 
'Yler week made by sport fishing vessels from the four most active ports in 
the Long Island- New Jersey Bight during the months of December, 1949 through 
February, 1950 : 

Port: Average TlJumber of Trips 
December: ,J anuary: 
46 16 

N.Y. 75 32 
Freeport, N. Y. 
Sheepshead Bay, 
Belmar, N. J . 
Vana,squan Inlet 
(Pt . Pleasant and 

4 1.5 
24 12 

Brielle, 11]' . J. ) 

Vade T'Teek137 
February: 
6 

22 
1 
7 

Over sixty per cent of the fishi'1g hy Freeport boats after Dec­
ember 1 Vias done in the Cholera Banks area, the remainder heing limited 
by rough seas to wrecks .qnd e;rounds closer insbore. The fishing .. las for 
cod, with conger eels, tautog an.d cunners formin~ an incidental part of 
the catch. 

The larger boats from Shee~Js1:"ead SR.y ranged a.s far as the Chol­
era Banks and the "Farms" (off Long Branch, N.J.). 7~1eir Hlain catch was 
also cod, supplemented after the first .. reek of February by a good numher 
of pollock. Cod Pishing a.t the Shrewsbury Hocks near Sea.hright, N. J. dec­
lined during the month of ,January. The snaller Sheepshead Bay boats did 
:"lost of their lA.te winter fishi ng around the ".')ub1-lay ';locks" and "3even­
teen Fathom Groundst! just south of Ambrose T j_3l-J.tship. There they caught 
cod., smAll haddock, tauter; and Dollock. 

Selmar boats had very good cod fishing on the "England "anks" 
and the II Farms II , the latter being the most productive after mid-J;mu::try . 

The bOA.ts from) anase]uan Inlet had good cod fi_shing around 
vITecks near the inlet until the latter Dart of Dece~ber, then had to go 
fA.rther offshore to fish the Seaside wrecks and"Klondike ·~anks". The cod 
fishing there tapered f)ff through Tanu;~ry and was i'J'iven up entirely by 
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the middle of February, 1-:1en ling (red hake) fishing on t l'e 1.earby "Ling 
Grol~'!.ds" ;iust sout"h of the inlet nroved more attrl3.ctive . 

Three )Jart~r bORtS docking ne8r the \tlp,ntic Tle.qcl1 ::"ridge (El3.st 
Rocka"Jay Inlet, long IslAnd) 8f'1ch rivera~e ,ql,out eig'lt tri9s ;Jer Plonth 
durin,; the wint.:..r, fishing both tbe jholera TlrmkS Area Rnd the ~rounds 
sout', of '\l'11:lrose Li~bts"ip. It C8cl l'e OSSU; led that other sCRttercd bOAts 
in t"e AreA, c'1ry 0"1 8 cOPl.r'pr,qbl, "'nount of :=\ctivity c1urin-r the cold months . 

r"he acco'n)rln~ring c>;:>rt (X) shows t.he locations of the c"hicf 1tlil1-

ter fishin:? n.reR.s, "'Dd "'Clble X S:101vS a cOPl,,),'3rison of the fishing activity 
on tl-,ese "'"rounds )y nvmths. 

il]" ~ ~verA~e catch ler m!'m fo:r "ixty-fivv fisherJ'1cn, comprising 
four )heepph~:=\,' !.;:>y ."rti"s on ~ehruary 26, 1<;15 J, ~c: s' mm in the fall tr­
in,C:; tAble: 

)'),-,ci~s : 

Cod 
~ oJJock 
'-::unner 
1'!3.,~rjock 

T in~ 

T'J 11tO-" 
:;rm,; ,r :el 

T . ite ',qke 

A.ver8ze C""tcr :,er = a.n: 
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Less t}lan one 
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Raynond J. Buller, Fish and Jildlife Service, 
844 Hortl1arapton Drive, Silver Spring, ~aryland . 
OM,of, Horth Atlantic Fishery lnvestirntion; 
Woods Holo, ttascachusotts 
Januscrip"(j on the Sllort Fishery. 

november 13, 1950 

YOUI' letter uhich told us about your "schooli:lY5" was very interesting. 
Everyone here road it with ploD.strre. ! had intendod to eet a.round to D.ns~o:r tt. 
sooner but I wanted to include sone CO!lments on yOU!' ronl.lscript and Ifvo only 
r econtly got around to going ovor it. It has had a VGry thorough going .. over as 
you \1ill see from tho rough \1 •• 1ch you left with me a.nd the retyped vorsion vlhieh 
is also onclosed. I have ma(lo S01:1e rathor drastic changes and i ·t is my purpose here 
to try to doscribe them. 

The change :i.n tho title anses from Dr e Redfield. s suggestion that New 
Y~k Bi;ht dascribes the area fairly well and I concur with this .. It soems better 
than t.~iddle A tlantio Bight nhich includes a much larger [{roa. 

I have expanded considerably of what was covered and nas not covered in .' 
this survey. It has seone inportant to oDphasize tl is since i7e have grown rather 
careless in talking of those sport fisherjes 'when ne really covered only a part of 
it evon in the area botwoon Freeport and Cap~ aYe I have attempted to bring this 
out in the disoussion and oompared it vii th uho t ms found on Long I sland in 19.38 , 

The section on the Sampling Technique has been rewritten in order to 
clarify it. I have not a tterlpted to change your basic :i.deas. 

In determining the nt~ber of boats you state that tho invp.stir,ator filed a 
list of all tho boats \1hich made trips during the 1949 soason. This was not possibihe 
until he Vlns in tho field a.nd I wonder if you mean 1948 season hore . 

Starting 7ith table 1 a.nd contin~ine on through most of the rest of the 
mnuocript 0.1"0 changos vlhich were I"lfide to show the total amount of fishing by both 
kinds of voer-els. ~i'he div:i.nion betuoen chE::rtor 1and party boat seems incidental, due 
to the r:articu.1o.T praotice of' the fishory 1I and v~lk'1t tho people are interested in \Tho 
havo roqu()oted this report is tho total amO',lnt of flshing and the total amount of fish 
caught . Conoequently, in several places in , t.abl~s and text, I have rrade revisions to 
omphasizo tho tow! rather than tho sepsrat6, figWos for chnrtor bonts and party-boats . 

i 
The itoo in the a _ ndix on j5lm g~oss i:Ucome ot tho vessels has been changed 

and inserted in the statistical seetirn bec~\16o 1:~ seams to me to be a. definite item 
to consider, in estimating the size and impO;'rtance of this fishery. However , I have 
changed it to indicate oxpenditures by fishe den and perhaps thus a'V·oid critism for 
revealing incone of the fishing boat operators. 
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In the table on total catch statistics I have changod footnotes and tmtle 
a.nd omi tteu tho oxtra name for the species of fish e If ViO havo tho a ppendix shm7ing 
tho list of nnmes it seems unnocessary to use more than one name in the tables and 
figuros II Then it soens to Me that some people >Jill bo inte~ested in a breakdown by 
sections of our ruther arbitrarily selected area e For example, the state of New 
Jersey probably 'Clnnts to knoTI hOrl many fish are cuaght by vessels fishing out of NeVI 
JersCJy po·~ts . This I have done in a separate table showing the co. tch in New ~ersey 
and Southwestern Long Island areas. It also seens desirable to separate ·the area 
'Ii1hich may conflict with the vante dispos 1 operations from the southern New Jersey 
area and this hBS been done for the total catch and anoID1t of fishing in another table. 

In the discussion of abundance, which I prefer to call it rather than catch ... I 

por ... unit ... of-effort because that is what we aro usinr; the catch-per-unit ... of-effort for, 
I have t "ioa to explain a. t gren tel' lengths tho reasons for the arbitrary selection . 
of the indrn:: and 'i1hy \10 presonted both catch-per-man ... per-day and catch-per ... trip ... per­
Clay. 

T e sections on se..asonal ~t,";rGnds and anount of fishing in the v!aste disposal 
areas have been changed but Itflt'iJle ~ 

I have brought some notes together under industrial cooperation to contrast 
with industrial interference. In this I have brought out the rather srnal1 amount of 
fishing during the night and how the disposal barges use this period to avoid inter­
ference. 

In tho Guma~Tjr and conclusions I have rearranged things to conform exactly 
to answer to the questions asked at the beginning on how much the fishery was worth, 
where and uhon the fishery occurred, and what changes had a ppeared in the abundance of 
the vredominant species. 

Yom' section on the data collected from the Army Engineers needs inclusion 
of tho anS>7Gl"S to some of these questions: 1. 1hat is tho relation between Coast 
Guard dat.a and that available from the Army T::ngineers? 2. Why are no data available 
after 1947 (table 5) and yet you use 1949 data to check the results ? 3.. Why did you 
not use Coast Guard date. in your daily estimat.es of the number of fishing vessels out? 
4. Just why should 'we prosont these data? 

I can gtwss the t the answer to t he latter question is that it shoVls the 
increasing importance of the sport fishery o~er the pre-war period and that these data 
offer a nost convenient source of information for future workers. If we inGlude it, it 
seens raoro reasonable to me to put it in under the section on number of vessels and 
numbor of rips rather than stick it in the appendix. The data can contribute to the 
concltmions drawn. 
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I wish I could SOG ou to ta!tk this over, as trying to get all the ideas 
into a letter is very rlifficult and I can't immediately answer t he questions which 
:rou will bring up. Nei thel" can I retract the foolish changes which I have made on 
the basis of information from you. 

But please go over this manuscript as careftuly as you can, and if you can 
talk it ovor t"li th Ed Dahlgren it might save some further revision and typim.; here" 
If you can visit Dahlgren you can also see a copy of the completed report on waste 
disposal at seu off New York b.1 the Oceanographio Institution and the Fish and 
Hildlife Service. 

Everyone here is settling down to a little serious research work. Clyde 
Taylor is Getting all of the Census data orgam·ized and at the moment is getting out 
the averages of the fish caught per-standard-tcJ'u, per-area, per .. depth-zone, per-hour­
of' -the-day, etc.. He m.ll shortly get into the rna tter of the relia. bili ty of the figur 
George Kelly is digging into t · Rosefish investigations and VIe are planning an inter 
vievling ,rogram at Rockland g tiaine . Ernie Premetz is working over here 1 or 2 days a 
woek and we'ro rrolly getting down to the rna tter of writing a yellowtail manuscript. 
At the nonont :it looks as though YJelre going to combine everything into one large­
lMm'llscript. If so, I'm hoping that in another month or two we'll haVEl a manuscript 
for you to revioVl on yollovltailo 

So don't let "Ghose a inistrators occupy all your time. There are still 
scientif'ic probler1s to bo oolved . Give my VOT'J bost regards to 1'..'1sie and to the 
youngsters., 

William F. Royce . 

P. S . Vle 'va bought a house and expect to move in a couple of weeks . 

WFR 

Enel: (2Q. , . 



STATE OF NEW YORK 

CONSERVATION DEPARTlvIENT 

BUREAU 011' MARINE FISHERIES 

Location of Bo~~...:::::.I1).. !:\.shing 9-rourLC!E} knoYlli .§.§. 

The 1f~,IaAll:'ster Grounds" - .. " ~--.-~- ----

These grounds consist of small pieces of broken concrete, 
bricks, and rubble. 
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