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" MEASURES NEEDED TO ASSIST THE
RSTORATION OF SAIMOR IN MAINR

{Covering u report nade to the Speeisl Maime
Salnen Comnission, Septesber 1945}

e Uebe Fiah and ¥ildlife Service, juwst bofore the way, began pre-
lainary researeh on Meine salaon sa part of & long-range pregras designod
spd signed in 1941 betwoes the Kalse Departesnt of Inleamd Pigheries ead
Game, the Maine Department of Ses and Shere Fisberies, and the U.5., Pish
and Wildlife Serviss, ssteblishing sertain baste prinsiples yelatisg to
saluss propegstisn sad stecking precedures, and setiisg wp & researeh

The Fish and Wildlife Service is sasoureging this pyogrem Lesavee we
Wie are therefowe interested im the restorstion of potentially grest salmen
resouzges in Nelus ax well o in other Noxth Atlantie states where muitalls
condittons night De sstedlishel. Withoemy resssrel and sslmen propagation
et meintatn Show b She nust pyedustive level.
MMWWM&WW&N&W&”% It 45 e
Tesponsibility of the Stete $0 provide the most effestive adninistretive
naohinexy aad legislation for caywying oat aseded restevation messures.
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At an enyly stage in the Yestaretiom progranm 1% Deseme dlsar that $he
mwmmwmmmmmmm.mu
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tims sud offort ca reseaveh, in bproving conditions in the stresms ond en
stooking fish, L7 the fish ave taken in sueh quextities Shut inenffistent
wuabers axe 1ef% %0 yotum sad spown. IV slse besmus eleer that the precest
mmmmmwmmmwummmmm
mmMMn‘nm.mumﬂmsmmmummm
peliey ond apply s oversll ssherent manegeuent progr.
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{1) & single sinintstrative wit with suthordity over saluen in
both fresh and salt woter. |
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of Sex an Shoze Fishevies, and & WAyl neder apeinsted by the Gevermer.
The present Departments of Inland Yisharias asd e, and See wsd Sheve
Piahories, posaesn warden forves covering both She frenk snd salt wber
aress Lroquanted by salmon. sequantly 1t would b unestneaiesl snd
inaffistent 46 5ot w5 & Auplicste werdes foree for salmen slems. Ny ineluding
mmmmwmmmmmmmmmm.
mm&xmwmwuwmu wailable for currying out wny
‘ wnm dseidnd upen by the Conmispioners, ond the inverests of hoth

Suenta woald Be represented in the astivities of the Comxisston. The
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scheluls of other duties, Would be sdls t0 devele time snd attentisn te
~ {2) The cbove Cammissisa should be previded with lagislstive
authority te sontyel She salmen sabeh in both fyesh and salt watew; %o
eppratss sud tuy wp welr vighte 1n sud about the mouthe of saluen riveye;
te requive licunses for all suSehers of salmen in salt as well s fresh watew;
to Tequire liesnses for all Aeeleww handling selwen, smd that they shew that
mmmuymhmmm'mummxzmamwmm
suah other seesures in vegard Lo fontzel of the satek se may be nacded.
The noney £rom licenses aleuld be esmarked for ues 1a pevchesing welr rights aad
Memmmmmm
The above yegulations would not be masdutory, but the Commission
Wosld have authority %0 apply Shen 4f ad when mesled. These méasures weuld
salmon poashing. Thus, durtag the early stages of salmsn vestoration week,
while efforts ware belng sonoenbrated upon deoveloping sdequate spewming yuns,
is wuld be poasible to hold the teking of salmon %0 low lovels. As the
eveloped and nove sdequate apawning stosks wers obtained, ineressing
sushers of salnon would de pemmitted $0 both sport end commereisl fishemm.
Knmerous other msemuras sould be listed whish weuld aseish the selmen
a4 these messures muet Ve sonsidersd in relstion to the partieuisr probless
fuvelvef. They mush be part of an overell lemg-rangs program if they ave
‘ukmmwmmmnmwmmmmm.
Raine rivers fall into thres genewal groups whieh present 4ifferent
s




%0 be intweasing in sine owing So genevel imp ﬁuﬂmmw
snd 1o somstrustion of fishways. mnmmmm“muunm
that conditions contimes %0 inpreve. |
© fhis requives:
e mwmmm,mmmu&.mmmx.
2. mummmmwm
3. Decrease in polivtien wiowe sesh palistio
4, Oontrel and redustion of prodator speeies, if they
 axe an importent fastor is liniting the survivel of young selimon.
wmmﬂﬁmmmmmmmumm
1n sise 1 spite of sxtensive plesting of young salmem (Penohses
The first problen is 40 defemine what 48 liniting the yune:
3. mwwm&wmwwmmm
{doms and pollutien)?
L. Wwwmmmmmummmwm
mels river (predators ani pullaston)?
3. mmwarmmmmwmwtm.
power tarbines, palluties)?
| If the liniting faeters som be detemined, Wi sorrective messures
oan b dovelopsd end applied. | |

2. Correst thess senditisne if pomsidle. |
3. Stoek favoreble sseslous with yousg salesn 50 estshlish yuns.



1% 1s obviows that it will be impossidle te sttask all the problems st cose,
Conasquently 1f it is devided thab & Bew sownlssion with suthority over sslmes
be eateblished, tais somaission ahould be suthorised to detsrmine which
Festoretion Beasures sheuld firet be aplied, and it should be given sethority
' %0 earry out thees measuxes, In this way the Stote would be sssuzed of &
sondinuizg progran which weuld benefis fram the contizued astemtion of She
thres Cmmissiousrs, The Commissiensys in Sum would ba able 4o make uss
of the 4 ing quandity af dlolegicsl data which will be obtained by
State and Pish esd HilElife Servies biologlets frm year o yoez,

iiaine pulson have beex lost es ummmmwamm
past sbtenpts ot restoriag den have not been mussessful, Nowever, proepects
for suoeses now appesy WMMaﬂWMNmtmﬁwm
15 80% W with suthority to Ourry st en effeetive Leng-renge yrogTE
and ayply Teatorutien mossures developed By sound bielogiual ressereh,
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T ~, RESTORATION OF ATLANTIC SALMON

During the Wr, the Atlsntie salmon work carried om by the Fish
spd Wildlife Sexrviee, was limited prinsipally %o the marking end planting
of young salmon prodused at the Servise's Oralg Brook hatehery. Most of
tise marked fish were plsnted in the Pencbscot and in three experimental
rivers where conditions are much improved over those sxisting in past yeers
when thu salmon runs were wiped out, Up to the present, no returns haﬁ
boen observed from these experiments, indicating that mortality in fresh
or salt water has bwn’wry heavy or parhaps total.

It had besn hoped that the study of strean mortelity snd ite causes
could be bogun dwring the pest gummer, but limitations in funds, personnel,
end the impossibility of obtaining delivery on equipment s made it impossibls
to do more than preliminary work. A limited amount of suitadle squipment
will be avellable by next espring so that if psraonnel and funds are availa-
ble, 1t will be possible %o begin a basis study of the fastors ceusing
stream mortslity and methods for their control.

¥orth-while work on large, much-dsmmed rivers such as the Penobscot
and Conneetiout, will not be possible unless much greater faeilities are
svailable than now sppeays possible. OCranted edequate funds, it should be
possible to determine the practieadility and ecost of gagting adult migrating
fish up over the succession of dams to the apgmsxg smunda. and young,
ssawerd migrants domn aiur the dems or through the twhms to the sea}

and to deﬁmina ‘_t;ha/nmnt to which pollution is a limiting faetor. |
However, this ias a‘;@jor probles and will require adequate finsnoing to

offer much hope of suscess.




Gontrol of the taking of salmen by anglers, commercial fishermem,
and poashers, is a funstion of the State authorities, dut it is the

opinion of Servics investigators §hgt these anthoritiss hm not been
given an adequate adminiatrative noﬁnp or sufficient legsl authority to
exerciss this contrel effectively, The Fish snd Wildlife SJervice has
‘: ecoparated with the Maine Commissioners of Inlsnd Fisheries and Game
f and Sen and Shore Fisheries, and with other Maine representatives, in
| developing resommendations for improving Shese sonditions. These
\ reccmmendations are now being studled by the Special Salmon Goumittes
| i\npnaintod by Goveraor Hildrethy of Maine,



