REPORT OF THE SALMOX MEETING AT BANGOR, ME. i
August 9, 1939

by
#. C. Rerrinszton and §. A, Bounsefell

Asting on instructions from Commissioner Jackson, we attended the
salmon meeting at Bangor, Me., on August 9. The Buresu was slso represented
by Mr, Milton C. James, Assistant Chief of the Division of Propagetiosn. The
mesting was presided over by Representative Srewster of Meine and included
representatives of the varicus sportsamen's olubs of Esstern Haine snd Arooe-
$00k County, and of the Maine Departments of Jea and Shore Fisherlies and
Inland Pisheries and Game,

. I% soon daiolopo& that the sportsmen's clube wers orimsrily inter-
estod in develoning ways and means for obteining Atlantio salmon fry and
fingsrlinge for planting in the verious rivers in shich they were interested.
Dus to the fact that it is mo longer possible to obiain eslmon eggs from
Cansda ss was done from 1928 to 1937, it now is necessary to locate some
other source if plantings are to be recontinued., Asvarently it was believed
that none of the streams have sufficiently large nntuful rans to nrovide for
meintanance or restorastion of the stock without the heln of artificial pro-
nagation,

Prom a study of available data concerning thé Atlantic salmon
problems and‘pOllibilitiu: in Maine, we are convinced that it should be

posesible to rebuild self-pervetuating selmon stocks in many of the rivers,

"~ granted the requisite cooperstion of all interssted narties, and providing

conditieni in the rivers are as good as is reported. Judgzing by the size

of the rivers end extent of the snawning grounds, 1% should be possidble
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through careful study and sdequate regulation, to develop runs of & megni-
tude far beyond thet visualised bylg%it t?f)rh fishermen,~-runs which will
be of great commercisl importence to the New Xngland Stetes as well as pro-
viding extensive recreation for the sports fishermen. However, such runs
cannoct be developed purely through e hatchery and restoeking program, for
~ experisnce 1n§1catu that slthough hatcheries can be of grest wvealue in
providing meterial for Testocking deoleted stresms and overfished aress,
they provide no adequate wsudstituts for netursl ‘proﬁagnuon end cannot foms
the basis for salmon runs of large megnitude, Gannqnenily, we are drewing
up & tentative prozram covering the steps which we believe necessary in any
serious attempt to rehabilitate the Yew England salmon fisheries. In geue
eral, this program 1s based on the methods shich the Buresu of Figheries
has au'nlupo& and ueed so successfully in restoring acd maintaining the
Alaskan salmon rans.

In our epinion, 1t would be unwise and shortqumtsd far the
‘Burssu to become involved in any extensive restocking activities unless the
‘above program or & similar one be afionted by interested parties to mecompany
the restocking work. Such s program is required to show what, if any,
streams are suitsble for meintaining salmon mns, to observe the affect of
stocking operations, to determine the wsize of ran andi munmber of spewning
fish required to meke full use of the »aulmn—preducing canacity of each river
~and %o pfoudo an adequate spawning escenement for natural snawning.

We understand that Maine has certain funds available for use in
constructing & salmon hatchery should that be desirable, Althousgh exverience
indicates that extensive selmon hatohing onerations bty themselves are not

usaelly justifiable, there oan be no doubt tut that such work nlaye sn
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easential pert in any restoration program such as that mentioned adove. Tur-
thermors, where salmon runs are in denzer of destruction due to V‘emmorary
blo&king of the rivers or spawuing aress, artificisl pronagation may almo
serve to maintain at leait part of the run until favoradbla conditions for
patural spawning have been restored. In the absence of a more axtensive
personal astudy of the eitumtisn, we are not in & position to state that
additionsl hatchery facilities are required for the above purposes, at least
ubless the Orlend hatchery is unavailladle or does not have sufficient capacity
for this work. Judging by the opinions expressad et the Bangor meetiny, cobe
struction of a salmon hatchery is most desirable. Wowever, we wish to reit-
erate that such expenditures may prove sf little value unlaess a broader

progran of restoration is also adopted.



REPORT OR THE [XZPECTION TRIP TO ARDSTONK 3TVER, MR,
Magast 10, 1919

by
¥, C. Herrington

On the day following the Bengnr meeting, 1 sccomoenied Nr. Brewster
$o the Arcostook Kiver to inspect the dam sad fish laddar on the Cansdisn
side of the Internationsl boundery. ir. Carl Crane, Chisf Engineer of the
Meine Depsriment of Inland Pisheries, kindly guided me on this inmmection,
Apparently, it is the consensus of sninien smong the Arcostook fighermen
that the fish ladder on this dem is not satisefectory and that efforts to
restore the salmon run will prove unevailing until suitable changes have been
made in the ladder..

| Judging by the conditions preveiling at the time of our visit

(medjum high water), the fish ladder sstisfiss the nrincinal regquirements of
& successful lsdder sad as far s could be determined withous having fish in
the river, it should fumction satisfrctorily. Failure o observe salmen in
the river above the dam aprarently reeults from the lack of any noticesbls
salmon run in the river during the last few yesrs. The dam was constructed
in 1919 snd the ladder i{n its present forn was built ebout five years azo,
Up to the last few yesrs a few fieh have been ocomsionally reported at the
power house tail rsce below the daa,

On the evening of sugast 10, I stiended the meeting of the ¥ort
Yairfield Rotary, Lions, and Frontier Visk and (Game Clubds, and on the basis
of ’tha above obsarvetions suszested ithet the Fish Ladder should not be eone
demned snd & more expensive inetallation insisted on, wntil more definite
evidence wag available, I further suzgseted that if and vhen splson should
agein sppear 1o the river at $the vower house tail race below the dam (they

sppsar here seversl dsye befors reaching the dam) or in the river balow the
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" dam, & trap be placed st the outlet of the fish ladder adbove the dem to obtain
poeitive evidence as to whethar the ludder was effective, Mr, Crane has ar-
rangsd to carry out the test duriog this fall, should any sslmon apnesr in

the Piver.



