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An Estimets of Dsmage Supteined by Commercisl Fishersen in
Southern Mew Englend During the Hurricens and
So-crlled Tidel ¥ave of Soptember k1, 1958.

by
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Jr. Aquatie Biologist
U, B. Buresu of Plsherden

On Se;tesber 21, 1858, & hurricane of tropicsl origin struck the
Southern Mew Englend cosst with great intercity., As & result of the high wind
vvwiaeitiﬁa, grest aaspes of weter were ;1led up slong the shores of Loug Island,
Connecticul, Bhode Island «rd Mugsachuegetis. OUbservers steated thaet the water
- reached a height &t lesat £0 feet sbove tho mesn high water msrk. Westher
Buresu observers at wvaricus jpoints found wind speeds se high as 110 niles
an hour. Although storm wernings were brosdesst befores the hurricene, msany
bosts were driven sshore, sunk, or smeshed to pleces. Adsguats precautions
were teken by 2 great zsjority of fishersen to cope with the reguler September
storme of their experience, but the unlooked-for viclence of tis windgeauylnﬁ
with the increased helght of % weler and smsshing weves, renderad ﬁ&pt of
thieir efforts useless.

In & hurried survey of & emall porticn of the FRhode Hend cosst,
it wee found thet tue small-boet flshing industry was precticslly wiped ous.
Or the basis of those findings, 1t sse deened importsst to meke & mors extended
study of the eatire hurricsne arec. The mejority of the permaneni inhabitants
of the gosstel regione of Southern New Englsnd derive their livelihosd from
fiekimg, handiing fish, or supplying fiskermen. 4 grest number fish during the
sinter end hire out ws Yparty bost® operstora in the suamer, Their boats sre, om
the sversge,of small sise snd can be used for e variety of Fishing purposes.
They tan be fitted ae
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small dreggers, lobster boats, smell line trawlers, trap bosts, and &s
before stated, perty boats. Although the individual losses are comparstively
suall, they represent a lerge totel loss becruse of the numerous boste to be
found in the eres. In addition, practicelily none of the equirment was
inmured. GSeversl poor sessons have put the operstors in debt, end nos, with
some bosts & total lose end others reguiring estensive repeirs, it is doubt~
ful whether they cun agsin aﬁartta »ithout some sssistence in repsiring
and replacing theii bosts and geer, 4g thess nen bave no other mesng of
gedning & livelihood, they are in grave reed of assistsnce. Host of them
heve losat uot only their wmesne of livelihood, but slso their homes and personal
effecta,

In sddition to the lose of boats, docks amd shors plants were
destroyed. BSeveral large Berragensett Bay oysisr houses were wrecked.
Fish heodling eutuyliakusntﬁ, fusl docks, ice plants, end shipyards suffered
substantisl damsge, In ssny laamlitiss, there is not even a dock stapding
&t which to tie & bost. Thousends of lobster pots with their lines,
musercus traps, eel pote, end other gesr have bwen destroyed. Msny oyster
and clsm beds have been demolished, silted over, or sonteminsted. Even
shannely ard harbors hnie been pliered po that nevigetion iz perilous.
1t i» ot known to wbat extent the storm and ite after effects bave dansged
the fioh snd lobeters thuﬁnnlvas, tut 14 is reported that numerous desd

fishk littered the beaches.

1n considering the estimstes of property dsmage given in the follow-
ing rerort, it must be borue in mind that the [lgures sre very rough, becsuse
of the limited time and reeords availsble. Howswer, it is felt that they are
substantially correst. They have been psrtisily checked by State officleln
and fisherunen.



The survey wes started at Bridgeport, Conuo., where it wss found
thet loeses were siight in that &reaz becruse of the liaited nwmber of
bonts, but some dsmege wrs inflicied cn lobster gesr. Pesssing esplesrd,
the smount of dessgy inoreased both #g & result of the hesvier stors
ioteveity end lerger number of bosata. Lobsterser end oyster nen susteined -
damsge 81l ﬁlmg e Conneoticut cosst, their boutts belug driven wp on
the besches or sunk--but tie grestest loss wee of gesr. COysteruen
suffered from the destruction of bosts, plsnbs, snd oyeterbeds nlong the
shore of Long Islswmd Scund. At Mew London, 18 bosts of verdous sizes wore
counted in one samell eres. Uf this nueber, 17 were ;iled up on the Mwach
in varicue steges of demsge, acc owe wes supk nesr the reussins of the
lerding doek. Bosts driven eghore were found froe I0U to 800 yerde from
the water. Nost of the dssage wep found to be in the hulls. Keels,
shoep, rudders. skega, propeliers, snd often bull planking were damaged.
In.aﬁdiuoa_, weny bulls sre nzp@ted o require refsstening beesuse of the
mmu;i straing of moving eboul on dry lend. Attespts were being made to
reflost some of the lesst demsped. At the eeme plage, & lsrge fish handling
doek end bullding were destroyed, snd three trucke snd trsilers were Dadly
wracked, leaving no feeilities for handling fish. Nesr the Hew London
rellroed station, four lerge mechoden piesmers, two old stesm otter trawlers,
sud one sodern drsgger wers slmogt & totel lose, having been piled wp
ageinst the railwsy embspkment by the storw. Une bost wes ssversl hundred
feet from ihe water snd astiride the reilrosd trecks. At Oroton, Oonn.,

aeross the river, damsge to boatsz was norinel. BHowever, o fish doek ard

stors were bedly dessged and seversl lobeter esrs were smashed and the

stontents lost.



4 grest toll was teken in the Nosnk-Bystic-btonington region,
which vormelly supports & fleet of over 100 fighing boats of various sizes,
renging from smsll lobster boste to 35-40 ton draggers. 4t lesst ica of
these wers demaged in this sres. o bost esceped without some lose and most
of them showed the results of considersble battering. Aﬁ.ﬂaaxﬁk, three
fish docks wers desiroyed with sll thelir equipment, and 'tha eutire shore
~ front wes sseshed and altsred, Tue State lobster hatehery wss s totel loss,
as wers the Btate fisheries boats snd wharf. 4 complets shedk-up of
the losses suffered hy fishing interesis wes made in the Stonington, Donn., o
rogion in cooperstion with the local Amsricen Ked Cross upit. Out of 48
boats uplo;ﬁd in fishing operstion (dregging or lobstering), 28 were per-
tially demaged, 7 were sunk, § were judged to be totsl losses, snd 3
were misping. DBoate pertielly dsmaged include all thst were besched.

These will nqui.z*é tull repsire end moving to water. Repsirs will ;appm&uh
$50,000, ineluding the replscement of § totelly wreeked boats. Engine
repsirs will total £5,000 or more, not ineluding engines in those bosts
which were tw'c.al losses, Gear replecement will be in the neighborhood of
£10,000, In sddition, rebuilding of fish docks, net houses, ice houses,
stec., i expected to smount to soother $26,000, From thege figures, it can
be estimated thii $100,000 worth of demege was inflieted on the fighing
incusiry of Stonington alome. Of the 45 vessel operstors, 37 were wholly
dependent on fishing es = vocation.



The remainder of thw Connecticut fishermen eastward fros Storinglon
wers hard hit by the storm, but the totel loss wes smell, singe there were
no concentretions of fishermen ir thet pection. Ulam diggers equipment,
fish traps, and seversl lobster boats were destroyed &g well sg & few smell
perty boets. On the bepls of the sstimeted losa at Stonington, it esn sefely
be stated that the losses to the fishing industry in Commweticut approsch
$500,000. |

The coustline of Fhode lIelend from ¥atch Hill to Peint Judith e
supported o smell Jobstering snd clsssing industry. Besidez this, there was
considersbls sctivity ip hiring out perty bosts in the susmer. Just west
of Point Judlth, two jmportant fisuing villeges were loceted, Jerusslem
snd Geliles, Besides beln; en importent comsercisl centsr, mmercus sports
fishermen hired boats from the seversl bost liveriew, and in sddition,
supperted & conslderstls psrty boet business. Also, seversl large sss-food
merkets were located here, sbere draggers, lobstermen, and trapmen unlouded
thedr cateh at one of the three wharves, which geve riss to au izgorisnt
nendling and shipping busivess. Both towns have been practicslly wiped out.
& survey osrried on with the cooperstion of the Red Crose unit in the ares
showed thet 8 conservative estimete of losses to boate snd gear will resch
125,000, Gf’&baut_?a fitbing bosts, 7 were afloat in feir esondition. The
rauainétr were olther sunk, beached, or aissing. Thirty beached bostz will
reguire sabout £400 essch to place thewm ip commission. Losses to docks,
fish hevdling fsoilities, sheds, sad other equipment, will spprosch $10,000.
The total lese to the fishing industry wae sstimsted ss elose to £150,000.
In addition, wcst «f the ritharmnnvhnrn logt their homes and personal

effoatn.



Narragensett Bay normslly supports & tremendous shellfish industry
including @yster plunte, clsm digglog. end lobstering. &lso, a u@hsiﬁurghat
dragging business is carried on to supply both bait and food. Sportsmen
eoncucted muck sngling both from bosts and shore. A great smount of destrustion
wes wrousht In this sres, AL Wlckford, the State lobster hetchery wes bsdly
dumeged. Two oyster glnntﬁ elso suffered considerable loss in hoats and
plantz. Pifteen drageers snd lébatar beats suffered voarious saounts of damsge.
Eest Oreemwich, Apponsug, snd other shoreside towns suffered sleso in the loss
or deatrustiun_qf sasll bomte snd shellfish spperetus. However, the losses tu
vere less ou the west side of Berregenseit Bay becsuse of the smell pize of
the bosts eand the lack of very expensive peer.

The east slde of Eerrsgensett Bay suffered & grest geal of damuge
to fishing and shellfishing epperatus snd bo#tt. 4t Berrington, Sareieck,
end Bristol, exteneive destiructlon cecurred particulsrly to oyster plsnts.
Mumerons sunll fishing bosats with their gesr were sunk or driven ashors.

At Bewport, sn laportant center for landing fieh, preetieslly every bost in
the harbor was demsged or sunk and zome wers declsred totsl losses. Trap
fishermen in the Newport ares lost hesavily in gesr. Webbiug, duoye, and
anehors were either mmsshed, lost, or so tengled that no selvage could be
megde, Losses Lo trsp fishermen in Newport County sre sstimeted to bg in

the neighborhood of $180G,K0. In addition, repsirs o bosts, replscesent of
gear, and rebuilding of docks and suxiliery buildings »ill eost spproximstely
$800,000. Tiverton suffered the loss of § quehog dresgpers including one

sunk 8t the cdock. The other eight were plled up on the besch and will require

an indeterzincte pun to repsir or replsee them.



At Sakonpet Point end Little Compten, towns devoted slnost
entirely to fisbing, & psrtisel mm.f wap csrried o mith the evoperstion
of the locsl Red Cross uwnit. The settlement &t Sskonmet Point inecluding
the flah wharf, twine sheds, treskwater, and fishermen's homes, suffered
almost Nﬁplaw extinction. dsong tue tengled wreckage of lobater ;:ﬁta,
webbing, line, boat parte, buoys, end &ll other msoner of debris, lie
such boats ez were driven up oo the besch. Uthers with holes stove in
them lie st the botiom of the bharbor. Tra; ekiffs, power sldfi’a, lobater
boats, and smell dreggers sll were effected. OSeven trsps plus gear for
at lesst five others were lost when teins eh#ds were gwepi awey. it
lesgt 5,000 lobster pots wslued st $4.00 emch minus buoys end lines,
wore gmeshed to kiudling wood. Flfteen smell Jobster boails welusd on
the aversge of TLQ wers destroyed. Three laerge fiahing cospsnies mere
practicelly devold of sny equipment to cerry ot thelr bueiness. Ssaller
operators suffered s¢ severely tust they bave no chance of contimulng in
| buainess unless help 15 extended.

Although commercisl gesr wsz destroyed, & lergs pert of the
demmge from Sakonned Polst to Bew Bedfurd wep due $o0 destruetion of
party bosts. At Westport, lobsterwen, sheilfish operstors, snd alsesl-
lsnecuy small boat fishermen were burd hit, However, the region does

net support & very large fishery.



Kew Beuford, » lurge center for fishermen, fisb hendlers, snd a
distribution center for ail kimds of fish, suffered s smsller smoumt of
demage in comperison to other pleces struck. Mot of the leyvge versel
fleat was srved slitboush at lnmﬁ threw of the lerger, offshore tyre
vedsels were totel Josses., Numerous sseller drsgoors erd lobster bostls
ware lifted onto dooks or weshed ioto the sireets, but demege wes not
sxcessively high. Seversl badly-betiered shmrves were soos pluced in
tseporary #x_s;*king' order. A% Feirtsven, Just acma# tﬁé‘ ey but more ex-
posed to the ses, & lorge swount of dessge was done %o outfitting plsnte,
stdrysrde, snd serine reilwesys. Many ssell lobsterersft, dragpers, end
cles bemﬁ were dupsged. It ls estimsted that repairs sod replecesents
to Bew Bedford snd Falrheven fishing intsrests »ill renuire a‘gmmimtolj
$150,000.

Buzssards Bay puffered from both the hurrieens and the Lidal weve.
However, the fishing imiustry is net perticulerly impertent in thet ares
exgupt ap regerds lobelermen, clsm diggers, sm! & few mlscellesnsous fisher-
ments A lsrge tourist snd sporisments trade is found in thls sres and &
good sany of the boats which were rum or chartered for thelr use were
logt. At Cutiyhunk, ithe fish wmharf and seversl lweats were umsshed. 4t
¥oods Hole, dooks were damaged bui fu# fishing beote ware injured. Narthswe
Vineyssrd was hit bardest st Henssshe Bight whers sasll bosts were driven
oo tha beech or sunk. Edgertosn was eleo s gpoene of &asttwt&m for
fishing gesr end boets. HKentucket 1pland, off the main -path of the storm,

wes not severely affected.



The esatern portion of Cape Cod wes not affected to eny grast
extent. The large Provincetown fishing fliwet wes not demaged, assording
to reliable reports. North of Cape Cod, eltbough some small bosts were
slightly dessged, no significant smownt of destruetion ceceurred. The
lerge vessels PiSi5ie Bhaton, Gloucester, snd Portland mms mot effected
in any way. Fishermen on the offghcre banks during the stors reported
bigh winds but not of the intensity experienced inshore. Beesuse the
storm swung westward sfter hitting Buzsards Buy, the cosst of Esstern “
Esssschusetts, Hew Hempshire, and Meine esespsd the brunt of the stors.
Froperty of State and Federsl agencles suffered a grest deel of
destruction from the slements. The Coast Guerd lost eguipment, buildings,
bosts, end men, but were suou on the job Lelping fishermen refloat their
bosts and alding in rescwe. work besides mainteining communications with
isolated communities. The Buresu of Lighthouses lost buoys, lighthouses,
equipment, buats, and af; lexst one man. Thelr lighthouse &t Fhalsroek
in the entrsnce to Barregunsetit B&y w&p coapletely swept off its bege.
Ops man lost his life &t thisz place. The State of Commscticut loet its
Bosnk hatchery (prectically & totel loss). seversl boats, and & good desl
of equijment, Khode lsland hed ite hatchery at ¥ickford simopt dezolished.
The Barregensett Merine Laboratory of Bhode Island State College wan
completely wiped out, destroying all seientific equipment, books, dats,
sud & new bost. The Woods Hole Station of the U. 8. Bureeu of Figheries
suffered desage to the bomt besin and goek. New pilings will hasve to



be driven, the ciwk must be replanked, sand the seawsil will have to be
re;xired. Ths sater supply rips for the hatehery wesg destroyed spd sueh
dexsge wes inflicted on the sesl pool, grounds, end livecars. The
Wildings will recuire some work in recomditioning, slthough they were not
sericusly demaged. |

Fork is going on spsce to put tuings on & nDorumsl basis, but
it will teke Bome time and » good &wl of money to repsir apnd replecs
property sffected by the stors. Boata will have to be reflosted and re-
peired, dooks and fish handling equipment repleced, buoys reloested, N

the coastiine end chennsls resurveyed, smnd flshermen rehabilitated.

m ~0r the basis ut‘ estinstes mede almost entirely on
personsl observetion, but often with the judgment of loesl men inp regard

to monetary demage, totels by patursl sress follow:s:

Lonnes
Bridgeport to Bisntie § 50,000
Row Lomion to Feateriy 480,000 & 5GG,000
de lgls
Watch Hill to Metuauck 10,000
Point Jusith, incluwding 180,000
Jeruselem, CGslilee, and
Send Hill Cove
Block Iszlzng 200G, 000
Berragensett Bay, inclwiing 800,000
Bowport end Sakxonnet 986,000
Butmrdﬁ B&y, including 500,000
Bev Bedford '
?im;mxﬂ & Kaptucket Sounds 180,000 #50

Total ~ gouthern cosst of ¥ew England $2,110,000
New York
Long lsland {on besle of reports _
" only ve 500,000

Grend Total $2,810,000
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brunt of the storm and the greatest damage occurred on the south
and eastern shores of Jong Island, particularly in the vicinity
of Fire Igland Inlet, Great South Bay, Moriches Bay and Hontauk. w

Fire island Region
All ocean traps off Fire Icland Inlet were completely
demolished, together with considerable damege to fishermen's
camps located just inside the Inlet on Great South Bay. Loss of
gear and shore property estimated at $125,000.

in attempt will be made by one or two companies to fish one
trap each throughout the remainder of the season which ends about
November 15. Most of the concerns, which numbered about six, do
not expect to resume fighing because of the lack of financial re-
serve and the uncertainties of successful fishing during the short
period that remains of the usual season. It is possible that at
least one of the largest and coldest of these outfits may have to
declere bankruptcy.

Great South Bay

This region suffered relatively less damasge than the outside
ocean trap area since there sre fewer and smaller traps set inside
the Bay than on the ocean side of Fire lsland Inlet. All of the
Bay traps, numbering approximately eight, were a complete loss,
much of the damage resulting from houses being carried directly
through the trap area on the crest of the high tidsl wave which
swept over the strip of sandy beach near Fire Island Inlet, en-
gulfing the Bay and flooding the towns and villages on the northern
side of Great South Bay. Trap fishing in the Bay will not be
resumed until May of 1939, Damege to gear estimated at $10,000.
There are indications that the valuable shellfish beds, most of
which are privately owned by the Blue Point Oyster Company,
West Sayville, have been severely damaged by the overflow of sludge
and mud. A survey of these beds is being made by the Blue Point
Oyster Company in an effort to determine the extent of the damage.
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Moriches Bay Region
Although practically no commercial fishing is done in these
waters, this region is a center of considerable sports fishing,
particulerly by row boats. This sports fishing activity was con-
ducted by approximately ten operators possessing 512 row boats.
All of the stands and many of the boats were completely damsged.
Extent of damage estimated at $15,000.

Shinnecock Bay Region
Practically no commercial or sports fishing is conducted in
this Bay and hence the loss here was insignificant compared to the
other regions. Considerable damage was done, however, to private
property and to small shacks used by a few shellfish operators
that engaged in tonging principally for clams and oysters. Damage
to fishing industry estimated at $2,000. ’

Montauk

Montauk village consisting of approximately 400 fishing
shanties was completely demolished. All pound nets located in
Fort Pond and Gardiners Beys were completely wiped out and most of
the fishing boats were beached on the sandy shore and thereby escaped
complete ruin, most of the damage being confined to sprung seams re-
sulting from excessive strain and from damege to hulls and riggings
resulting from collision with other drifting vessels and from the
pounding of the surf while on the sandy beach.

A few of the commercial boats and a number of charter boats
used for sports fishing were sunk in the vicinity of the dock at
the Montauk Yacht Club. An effort is being made to repair those
vessels that were driven ashore and to raise the sunken boats.

It is expected that only a few pound nets will be reset for
fail fishing out of approximately 80 nets in operation prior to the
storm. Loss from damage to sport and commercial fishing, including
shacks, boats, and gear, estimated at $400,000.

Long Island Sound Region

Sport and commercial fishing from East River to Greenport at
the eastern end of Long Island is relatively less importeant than at
other parts of Long Island. Little damsge was sustained by the
commercial fishery which is concentrated on the Sound side in the
vieinity of Greenport and Orient Point. A few otter trawls operat-
ing out of Greenport were dameged but have been quickly repaired and
will resume fishing within -the next week.or so. Loss from damage in
the Greenport zrea to commercisl fishery'®stimated at $10,000. Sports
fishing, particularly by row boats, is d? some importaence at the
western end of the north shore in the vicinity of Hampstead Harbor,
extending eastward to Smithtown Bay. This region experienced an
exceptionally high tide causing considerable damage to row boats and
row boat stands. It is not known definitely how many of the 1,000
row boats operated in this area were damaged but it is expected that
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it was not relatively as much as in Moriches Bay area. Without
reliable data it is estimated that the damage to the sports fish-
ery in this western region on the north shore is possibly $10,000.

In this region considerable destruction of private pleasure
boats resulted from being washed ashore by the 15 foot tldal wave
which over-flowed most of this region.
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- . General Comments

It is our opinion that immediate financizal assistance is %@@awy%;fhf
needed by the County of New Suffolk for rehabilitation of the’ - - bt

numerous towns in that county which suffered the—greatestkfhrough
loss of life and property damage. Some of these towns, -emd-par-
ticularlyy West Hampton, are already receiving governmental relief
assistance through WPA end National Youth Administration projects
but additional help is sorely needed.

Revisions in the program of the Biological Survey of the
marine figheries of Long lsland being conducted by the New York
State Conservation Department with the cooperation of the Bureau}jf 4§¥4‘&“‘*
have been made in order to determine what physical and biological
changes in the bay and ocean regions have resulted from the recent
storm. For instence, eleven new inlets from the ocean to the bays
on the south shore have been made as result of the storn and it is
naturally expected that this will result in considerable changes in
the physical, chemical and biological conditions of these bay regions
which are noted for their commercial and recreaticnal fisheries.

Summa;z.; Estimated demages in the warious regions are as follows:

New York (Long Island area)

Great South Bay (damage to gear) ' $10,000
Moriches Bay 15,000
Shinnecock Bay 2,000
Montauk 400,000
Long Island Sound region
Commercial fishery in Greenport area 10,000
Sports fishery (estimated) : 10,000

Total for Long Island area $447,000



Milton J. Lobell

Rec'd, October 31, 1938

FURTHER FINDINGS ON THE DESTRUCTION OF FISHING GEAR AND
BOATS IN THE HURRICANE OF SEPTEMBER 21, 1938

& detailed survey of Block Island in regard to the amount of
damage done to fishing geesr and boats was completed recently. Of a
total of 50 boats, 20 were total losses, 15 were damaged seriously,
and 15 were slightly damaged or not affected. Of the boats, the
majority were lobstering craft and the remeinder were rigged either
as swordfishermen or draggers. An estimated $100,000 will be reduired
to repair and replace the fishing vessels.

Gear losses include 5,500 lobster pots and their lines, and
about §1,500 worth of flounder and swordfishing gear. Total gear
logses will approach $50,000;

Dealers' losses include destruction of docks, houses, and
equipment, which amounts to around $10,000.

In summarizing, it appears that the total damage to gear,
boats, and structures devoted to fishing and handling of fish will

be in the neighborhood of $160,000.




