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Table 5. Confirmed human-caused mortality and serious injury records of Western North 
Atlantic right whales (Eubalaena glacialis), 2006 - 2010.   

            
Datea Report  Age, 

Sex, ID, 
Locationa Assigned Cause: 

P=primary, 
S=secondary 

Notes/Observations 

  Type Length       
        

Vessel 
Strike 

    
         

Entanglement/
  

        Fishery 
interaction 

  

1/10/2006 mortality Calf  
Male  
5.4m 
w/out 
fluke 

Jacksonville, 
FL 

P   Propeller lacerations associated 
with hemorrhaging and edema; 
flukes completely severed 

1/22/2006 mortality Calf 
Femaleb 
5.6m 

off Ponte 
Vedra Beach, 
FL 

  P Significant premortem lesions 
from entanglement in apparent 
monofilament netting; no gear 
present 

3/11/2006 serious 
injury 

Yearling 
Male 
#3522 

Off 
Cumberland 
Island, GA 

P   11 propeller lacerations across 
dorsal surface 

7/24/2006 mortality age 
unknown 
Female 
9.6m 

Campobello 
Island, NB 

P   Propeller lacerations through 
blubber, into muscle and ribs 

8/24/2006 mortality Adult 
Female 
14.7m 

Roseway 
Basin, NS 

P   16 fractured vertebrae; dorsal 
blubber bruise from head to 
genital region 

12/30/2006 mortality Yearling 
Male 
#3508 
12.6m 

off 
Brunswick, 
GA 

P   20 propeller lacerations along 
right side of head and back with 
associated hemorrhaging 

3/31/2007 mortality Calf  
Male  
7.7m 

Outer Banks, 
NC 

  P Edema associated with flipper 
and dorsal & ventral thoracic 
musculature; epidermal abrasion 
indicated entangling body and 
flipper wraps; no gear recovered 

a.       The date sighted and location provided in the table are not necessarily when or where the serious injury or 
mortality occurred; rather, this information indicates when and where the whale was first reported beached, 
entangled, or injured. 

b.       Additional information on previous event that was not included in previous reports.  
c.       Additional event not included in previous reports. 
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Table 5, continued. Confirmed human-caused mortality and serious injury records of Western North 
Atlantic right whales (Eubalaena glacialis), 2006 - 2010.  
 

            
Datea Report  Age, 

Sex, ID, 
Locationa Assigned Cause: 

P=primary, 
S=secondary 

Notes/Observations 

  Type Length       
        

Vessel 
Strike 

    
         

Entanglement/
  

        Fishery 
interaction 

  

9/24/2008c serious 
injury 

Adult  
Male 
#2110 

Jeffreys 
Ledge 

S P Spinal scoliosis associated with fresh 
entanglement injuries; compromised 
pectorals; emaciated; heavy cyamid 
load; pale skin; healed lacerations 
from previously documented vessel 
strike injury potentially exacerbate 
scoliosis; no gear present 

1/14/2009 serious 
injury 

Juvenile 
sex 
unknown 
#3311 

off 
Brunswick, 
GA 

  P Partial disentanglement; embedded 
wrap in rostrum & lip removed; 
decline in health; fixed trap/pot gear 

1/27/2009 serious 
injury 

Juvenile 
Male 
#3710 
9.8m 

Cape 
Lookout 
Shoals, NC 

  P Live stranded w/ spinal scoliosis; 
euthanized; necropsy determined 
scoliosis due to entanglement and not 
congenital; entanglement wounds 
chronically infected; no gear 
recovered 

6/27/2010 mortality Adult  
Male 

off Cape 
May, NJ 

  P Evidence of constricting rostrum, 
mouth & flipper wraps w/ associated 
hemorrhage and bone damage; no 
gear recovered 

7/2/2010 mortality Calf  
Male  
7.9m 

off Great 
Wass Island, 
ME 

P   2 large lacerations from dorsal to 
ventral surface 

8/12/2010 mortality Adult  
Male 
14.1m 

Digby Neck, 
NS 

 P Evidence of entanglement with 
associated hemorrhaging around 
right flipper; no gear present 

9/10/2010 serious 
injury 

Adult 
Female 
#1503 

off Cape 
Ann, MA 

  P Constricting rostrum wrap; evidence 
of health decline; no gear recovered 

12/25/2010 serious 
injury 

Juvenile 
Female 
#3911 

off 
Jacksonville, 
FL 

  P Embedded line in mouth and on 
flipper; severe health decline; acute 
cause of death was shark predation; 
fixed trap/pot gear 

a.       The date sighted and location provided in the table are not necessarily when or where the serious injury or 
mortality occurred; rather, this information indicates when and where the whale was first reported beached, 
entangled, or injured. 

b.       Additional information on previous event that was not included in previous reports.  
c.       Additional event not included in previous reports. 

  


