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Table 23. Recreational fishery sample size for summer flounder discard mortality assumption.  Includes MRFSS 
landed fish sampling,  American Littoral Society (ALS) reported released lengths,  CT Volunteer Angler Survey 
(CTVAS) reported released lengths, MADMF party boat sampling (MADMF), NYDEC Party Boat Survey sampling 
(NYPBS),  MDDNR Volunteer Angler Logs (MDVAL), and MRF For-Hire Survey (MRF FHS)  reported released 
lengths.  Number of MRFSS lengths is for landed fish measured that were less than the state or federal minimum 
landed size, and assumed to be indicative of the length frequency of the discarded catch.  This length frequency was 
used to characterize the length frequency of the released catch.  All other sources of released lengths were used to 
verify this assumption.  In 2002 and 2003, samples of discarded summer flounder from CTVAS and NYPBS used to 
directly characterize the discard in those states.  The MRF FHS began sampling in 2005.  B2 mt estimates use NC 
from NCDMF (C. Batsavage, pers. comm.)  
 

 
Year 

 
Source 

 
Discard 

Mortality 
(B2; mt) 

 
Number of 

Lengths 

 
mt/100 

Lengths 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1982 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
2,048 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
1 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
296 

 
2,049 

 
14  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1983 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
2,683 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
376 

 
2,683 

 
14  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1984 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
1,521 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
1,134 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
415 

 
2,683 

 
15  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1985 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
1,032 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
695 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
92 

 
1,727 

 
5  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1986 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
976 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
1,445 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
578 

 
2,421 

 
24  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1987 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
1,164 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
1,496 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
522 

 
2,660 

 
20  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1988 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
1,065 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
1,640 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
341 

 
2,705 

 
13  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1989 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
448 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
171 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
45 

 
619 

 
7  
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Table 23 continued.  
 

 
Year 

 
Source 

 
Discard 

Mortality 
(B2; mt) 

 
Number of 

Lengths 

 
mt/100 

Lengths 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1990 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
1,588 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
1,318 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
234 

 
2,906 

 
8  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1991 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
2,230 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
2,126 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
429 

 
4,356 

 
10  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1992 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
1,401 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
1,807 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
344 

 
3,208 

 
11  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1993 
 
MRFSS 

 
    

 
966 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
3,923 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
910 

 
4,889 

 
19  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1994 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
1,079 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
3,061 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
687 

 
4,140 

 
17  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1995 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
267 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
2,307 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
753 

 
2,574 

 
29  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1996 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
639 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
2,383 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
681 

 
3,022 

 
23  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1997 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
221 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
2,468 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
556 

 
2,689 

 
21  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1998 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
1,083 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
3,015 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
734 

 
4,098 

 
18  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1999 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
429 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
3,688 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
711 

 
4,117 

 
17 
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Table 23 continued.  
 

 
Year 

 
Source 

 
Discard 

Mortality 
(B2; mt) 

 
Number of 

Lengths 

 
mt/100 

Lengths 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

2000 
 
MRFSS 

 
    

 
421 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
5,962 

 
  

 
 
CTVAS 

 
 

 
2,893 

 
  

 
 
NYPBS 

 
 

 
681 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
952 

 
     9,957 

 
10  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

2001 
 
MRFSS 

 
      

 
637 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
3,453 

 
  

 
 
CTVAS 

 
 

 
999 

 
  

 
 
NYPBS 

 
 

 
834 

 
  

 
 
MDVAL 

 
 

 
2,316 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
1,274 

 
     8,239 

 
15  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

2002 
 
MRFSS 

 
    

 
721 

 
  

 
 
CTVAS 

 
 

 
1,526 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
2,931 

 
  

 
 
NYPBS 

 
 

 
1,840 

 
  

 
 
MADMF 

 
 

 
12 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
777 

 
     7,030 

 
11  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

2003 
 
MRFSS 

 
    

 
215 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
2,466 

 
  

 
 
CTVAS 

 
 

 
1,407 

 
  

 
 
NYPBS 

 
 

 
2,167 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
882 

 
     6,255 

 
14  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

2004 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
321 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
2,153 

 
  

 
 
CTVAS 

 
 

 
661 

 
  

 
 
NYPBS 

 
 

 
1,222 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
1,034 

 
4,357 

 
24  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

2005 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
142 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
3,398 

 
  

 
 
CTVAS 

 
 

 
1,199 

 
  

 
 
MRF FHS 

 
 

 
3,210 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
999 

 
7,949 

 
13 
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Table 23 continued.  
 

 
Year 

 
Source 

 
Discard 

Mortality 
(B2; mt) 

 
Number of 

Lengths 

 
mt/100 

Lengths 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

2006 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
180 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
3,104 

 
  

 
 
CTVAS 

 
 

 
  1,124 

 
  

 
 
MDVAL 

 
 

 
2,944 

 
  

 
 
MRF FHS 

 
 

 
2,924 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
 795 

 
10,276 

 
8  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

2007 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
266 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
4,072 

 
  

 
 
CTVAS 

 
 

 
1,038 

 
  

 
 
MRF FHS 

 
 

 
3,364 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
 1,130 

 
8,740 

 
13  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

2008 
 
MRFSS 

 
 

 
224 

 
  

 
 
ALS 

 
 

 
5,437 

 
  

 
 
CTVAS 

 
 

 
843 

 
  

 
 
NJVAS 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
MRF FHS 

 
 

 
3,353 

 
  

 
 
Total 

 
 1,251 

 
9,857 

 
13      

 
2009 

 
MRFSS 

  
167 

 
 
 

 
ALS 

  
4,873 

 
 
 

 
CTVAS 

  
1,023 

 
 
 

 
NJVAS 

  
1,918 

 
 
 

 
MDVAS 

  
5,466 

 
 
 

 
VAVAS 

  
  928 

 
  

MRF FHS 
  

3,366 
 

  
Total 

 
 1,195 

 
17,741 

 
 7 

 




