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residing in Thimble Tickle, not far from the locality where the other
devil-fiAh [No: 19], was cast ashore, was out in a boat with two other
men; not far from the shore they observed some bulky object, and,
supposing it might be part of a wreck, they rowed toward it, and, to
their horror, found themselves close to a huge fish, having large
glassy eyes, which was making desperate efforts to escape, and churn­
ing the water into foam by the motion of its immense arms and tail.
It was aground and the tide was ebbing. From the funnel at the
back of its head it was ejecting large volumes of water, this being its
method of moving backward, the force of the stream, by the reaction
of the surrounding medium, driving it in the required direction. At
times the water from the siphon was black as ink."

" Finding toe monAter partially disabled, the fishermen plucked up.
courage and ventured near enough to throw the grapnel of their /
boat, the sharp flukes of which, having barbed points, sunk into thlf­
soft body. To the grapnel they had attached a stout rope which
they had carried ashore and tied to a tree, so as to prevent the fish
from going out with the tide. It was a happy thought, for the devi~:
fish found himself effectually moored to the shore. His struggles
were terrific as he flung his ten arms about in dying agony. The
fishermen took care to keep a respectful distance from the long tenta­
cles, which ever and anon darted out like great tongues from the cen­
tral mass. At length it became exhausted, and as the water receded
it expired.

"The fishermen, alas! knowing no better, proceeded to convert it
into dog's meat. It was a splendid specimen-the largest yet taken
-the body measuring 20 feet from the beak to the extremity of
the tail. It was thus exactly double the size of the New York spe­
cimen, and five feet longer than the one taken by Budgell. The cir­
cumference of the body is not stated, but one of the arms measured
35 feet. This must have been a tentacle."

No. 19.-Three Arms sp'ecimen, 1878. (Architeuthis princeps 1.)

Mr. Harvey has also given an account of this specimen, in the
same letter to the Boston Traveller, referred to under No. 18. This
one was found cast ashore after a heavy gale of wind, Dec. 2, 1878,
by Mr. William Budgell, a fisherman residing at a place called Three
Arms. It was dead ,when found, and was cut up and used for dog
meat. Mr. Harvey's account is as follows:

"My informant, a very intellige.nt person, who was on a visit in
that quarter on business, arrived at Budgell's house soon after be
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had brought it home in a mutilated state, and carefully measured
some portions with his own hand. He found that the body measured
15 feet from the beak to the end of the tail, which is five feet
longer than the New York specimen. The circumference of the body
at its thickest part was 12 feet. He found only one of the short
arms perfect, which was 16 feet in length, being five feet longer
than a similar arm of the New York specimen, and he describes it as
"thicker than a man's thigh." The statement that the sessile arms
were longer than the head and body together, indicates that this was
a specimen of A. princeps, like No. 14, but larger.

No. 20.-Banquereau specimen, 1878. (ArchiteuthiB megaptera V. ?)

This consists of the terminal part of a tentacular arm, which was
taken by Capt. J. W. Collins and crew, of the schooner" Marion,"
from the stomach of a large and voracious fish (Alepidosaurus ferox)
together with the only specimen hitherto discovered of the remar.kable
squid, Histioteuthis Collinsii V. The fish was taken on a halibut
trawl-line, N. lat. 42° 49'; W. long. 62° 57', off Nova Scotia, 1879.

This fragment, after preservation in strong alcohol, now measures 18
inches in length. It includes all the terminal club, and a portion of
the naked arm below it. The club is narrow, measuring but '75 inch
across its front side, while the naked arm is 1'25 broad, and rather
flat, where cut off. From the commencement of the large suckers
to the tip, it measures 9'25 inches. It had lost most of its suckers,
so that it cannot be identified with certainty. Part of the large
suckers and some of the marginal ones still remain, though the horny
rings are gone; diameter of large suckers, '50 inch; of marginal
ones, about '12. The suckers have the same form and armngement
as in the larger specimens of Architeuthis. It may, perhaps, belong
to Architeuthis megaptera, or to a. young A. Harveyi.

No. 21.-Cape Sable specimen. (ArchiteuthiB megaptera v.)

PLATE XXi.

This specimen was found thrown on the shore near Cape Sable,
N. S., after a very severe gale, several years ago. It is preserved in
alcohol, entire, and in good condition, in the Provincial Museum at
Halifax, where it is well exhibited in a large glass jar. It is the type
specimen of Architeuthis megaptera, described by me, Sept., 1878.*

It is a comparatively small species, its "total length being but 43

* American .Tournal of Science, xvi, p. 207, 1878.
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inches; its head and body together, 19 inches; body alone, 14 inches;
its tentacular-arms, 22 and 24 inches; short arms, from 6'5 to 8'5

inches; tail-tin, 13'5 inches broad and 6 long.
This species differs widely from all the others in the relatively

enormous size and breadth of its caudal fin, which is nearly as broad
as the body is long, and more than twice as broad as long. It will
form the type of a new generic group.

No. 22.-Brigus speoimen, 1879.
Mr. Harvey states that portions of another large squid were cast

ashore near Brigus, Oonception Bay, in October, 1879.
Two of the short arms, each measuring eight feet in length, were

found with other mutilated parts, after a storm.

No. 23.-James's Cove speoimen, 1879.

I!'rom Mr. Harvey I have also very recently received an account of
another specimen, which was captured entire about the first of
November last, at James's Cove, Bonavista Bay, N. F. It se~ms to
have been a fine and complete specimen, about the size of the Cata·
lina Bay specimen (No. 14). Unfortunately the fishermen, as usual,
indulged immediately in their propensity to cut and destroy, and it
is doubtful if any portion was preserved. 1'he account referred to
was published in the Morning Chronicle, of St. John's, N. F., Dec.
9, 1879, and was credited to the .Harbor Grace Standard. The
author of the article is not given. The following extract contains
all that is essential: "A friend at Musgrave Town sends us the
following particulars relative to the capture of a big squid at James's
Oove, Goose Bay, about a month ago. Our correspondent says:
J\Ir. Thos, Moores and several others saw something moving about
in the water, not far from the stage. Getting into a punt they went
alongside, when they were surprised to see a monstrous squid. One
of the men struck at it with an oar, and it immediately struck for
the shore, and went quite upon'the beach. The men then succeeded
in getting a rope around it, and hauled it quite ashore. It measured
38 feet altogether. The body was about 9 feet in length, and two
of its tentacles or horns were 29 feet each. There were several other
smaller horns, but they were not so long. The body was about 6
feet in circumference. When I saw it, it was in the water, and was
very much disfigured, as orre of the men had thoughtlessly cut off
the two longest tentacles, atId had ripped the body partly open,
thereby completely spoiling the appearance of the creature. The
foregoing particulars I obtained from Mr. Moores."


