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and had them come up and put. their tasks into a plank and rear it down two streaks before
clearing themsel\'"es. They frequently approach and throw their tusks over tbe gunwale of a
boat. I baye known of two cases where men were hurt in tbis way, ODe where the walrus pot his
tusk through the foot of one man, and in the other case he hooked his tusk into the clothes of the
other man and took him down. Where two or more Me shooting, great caution should be exercised,
as Rerious results may happen. Sometimes a ball may strike a tusk and glance off. Sucb a case

has occurred, and it resulted in the death of tbe man. The walrus shooting 18 exciting, and to the
sport8man would be considered fine ·game.

BWhen walrus are raised from tbe mast·head, the ship is worked up to within about three miles
of them, always keeping to leeward, as their scent is very keen. After placing the s.bip in position,
the gunner with his two men takes his dinge:y and starts for the ice where the walrus are hauled
up. We generally send a boat with the dingey to tow her, or to render assistance if needed. When
within about 9, half mile of the ice the boat lets go and the dingey works carefully up towards the
ioo. as walrns are very easily gamed, and it is sometimes two or three hours before they can bEl

approached near enough to be killed. The gunner gets ont, and, craWling on hands and knees,
seeks shelter behind a piece of ice toO get It shot at them, care being exercised to keep to the leeward,
for if the animals get scent of man they are apt to leave in haste. After getting a good position,
and the gunner finding that the walrus are not aware of his presence, he picks his chance, as it is
of importance that thf'l first walrus he shoots should he killed at once, for if he were to wound one
it might gaIly the nIBt and they would leave the ice. But after he has shot some of them, he rna,;)

get on their carcasses and continue shooting; for at times the walrus do not seem to mind the
presence of a man or a report of a gun, and at other times they take fright very eaaily. The
gunner uo\'ually wears a white suit, to keep as near tbe color of the ice as possible. One of the best
times for shooting walrus is a bright sunny day, as they are then stupid and sleepy; but a.s stupid
as they seem, they can show fight. A captain in our fleet was ODe day shooting on the ice. He
encountered oue that showed pretty good play, and the captain had quite a tussle with bim t()

see which 8bould have the rifle. The captain, however, won the battle and a dead waJrns to boot.
I think he must have been Il king walrus, as I have not heard of any more l1Iuch battles; but as a
rule the walrus is a harmless animaL"

4. STRIPPING AND PREPARING THE BLUBBER.

When a sufficient numbert' of walrns have been killed, the men strip off the hide and blubber.

For tbis purpose a sharp knife is used, often a razor fa.stened in a wooden bandle. Cuts are made
through the bide awl blobber, ma.king strips about 7 by 12 inches called Hhorsepieces.'I1 The end

of a piece is held in one hand., while, with Q knife in the. other, tbe hunter separates the
blUbber from the flesh, aud throws the piecea aeide to be taken to the v688els. The head is e,mt off
with an ax, and the tongue is saved to be pickled for food. Whalers frequently save ilia heart
and liver, which are fried and eaten as in the 6as6 of bullocks j theM dishes are said to be very
palatable. The flesh is often cooked in the style of sa:usage meat, thongh it iBeometime/ll roasted,
and hiWI been called by some whalers" marine beef." When made into sausage, as iBlililOtbe Uleat
of the whale, it is called II forced-meat balls." The galls are 80metimes saved and 1!01d, to Ohinamen
at San Francl800, who are said to use them in the manufacture of aUk. Wbal.ers~ fiB,ve tbe
hides on aoeonnt of their little commercial value and the trollble of stripping tbeD:i ot!. ... ':rbeY are
IlQved, however, by the no.tiV06 and by foreign walrus hunters, and Mel1f~'qniteaSU'!D in,:8ussi~

·Capt. L C. Owen lltD._ tIult.hi. ortnf' took. 1,.600 walna f1lOBlJane 10 to Jnly", 18l1,_d~~,.nred
100 of them in forty-fJlgbt hours. . - '.
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and Sweden, where they are made into harness and sole leather; o;ometimes they are boiled into

glue. But whalers care nothing for the hides, their purpose being to get as much oil and ivory as
possible. Having prepared the blubber, heads, and tusks 1'or tralJI>IJOrtation to the vessel, they
are loaded in the whale-boa-ttl, which are capable of carrying the products of eight or tell walrus.

Arrived on board the vessel, ilie blubber is prepared for ~he tr;y-pot. The horse piece,t,l are
r;pread on a. cutting table, and with an ordinary skinning knife, having Ii blade I-l inches in lenbrth,
the hide is separated from the blubber. The cutting table il:l usually of triangular shape, made of

two boards nailed together at the edges, t,he lmds generalIs resting on the top of casks, and the
pieces of blubber are thrown over the upright edge of the LaNe.

The next operation is to tlet the table up on one edge, a.nd to cut the strip!> of blubber into 800a11

pieces, an inch or two in width, ready to be throwu iuto the try-pot. A few :real'S ago the general

clWtom was to put the skinned blubber in a shallow tub and mince it with It spade, but, now the

cutting table is almost universally UI3OO.

5. WALRUS IVORY.

The tusks of the walrus vary mnch, both in qualitJ and weight, in the different animals. ThE'

tusks of the male sometimes weigh 16 or 18 poundll each, though often not more than one·quarter
ofaponnd.

In the season of 1869,3,000 pounds of ivory were I'>ecnred from 700 walrus, a,veraging about 4t
pounds to each animal. The tusb of the male are lm-ge and of a much coarser textunj than tbOBe

of the female, which are generally fine and free from cracks. The male tusks are leas "aluable

than those of the female, the proportion of pith to sound exterior ivor;\' being far greater in a large

thrrn ill a small tusk. This ivory is better in some respects than elephant ivory, and io UtK'4 for
nearly the s~e purp06es; but the pith spoils it for man;y US69, sillce it is slightly discolored and

as the ivory becomes yellow by exposure it is not 1'>0 valnable as that of the elephant. Among the

articles made from it are k,nife handles, small brushes, umbrella handle!!!, tally balls, dice, dog

Whistles, and small ornaments. Globular cane handles and parasol handle!> have been m.ade from

the pith alone, which presents a mottled appearance and is very pleasing. The Innuits near the
Arctic sometimes dig out tbe tasks for drinking vessels, and also use them illS implements of chase.

A large part of the walrWl ivory received in the mlN"ketB of the world dUring the past teu yearl>

has been supplied by the Arctic whaling fleet. It is received at San Fra.uci8CO and transshipped

bJ' rail or vessel to New York, China, Japan, and London, where it is manufactured into various
artic}t\8 by the ivory workers. Walrus ivory il~ no harder to manipulate than elephant ivory, and

is worked by the aame methods.

The value of this ivory varies according tQ the quantity received in the market; in the year

1880 it was worth.1 to f1.25 per pound, while in ]879, when the supply was greater, it /Sold at45

and 50 oontB per pound. Nordeuskiold, in his" Voyageof the Vega," says the largest walrus tusk!!
he ever ow were two of a male pureha.sed at Saint Lawrenoo Ii!land in 1879. They were 830 and 825

millimetera in length, 221 and 230 tnillimeters in circumference, aDd weighed together 6,680 gramil."

The tusks of a femalew&oo setm of nearly the Bame length, but much more slender. "The surface

hi alwa.ys full of cracks, but nnder it tbere i8 a layer of ivO!'Y free Qf oracks, which again inclO8el:l a

grained kernel of bone which at some plaoe8 is semi-transparent, aa if dreDched. with oil!'
WaJrns ivory·Oft6n aervee M the spare ohangeof tbe whalemen. Whenever the '·esse.11> touch

at the Sand:wieb f8laDdB or other ports it is uaed to buy provilriODB or pay for repairs.

• A little lIlote than.. poIindtl.
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6. WALRUS OIL.

YelLt'.

Walrns blubber i8 easily tried out, and the oil ia whirer and more expanBive than whale oil.
The quantity of oil to a Bingle wall'US varies very rouch in different, animals and from year to

.year, for in some years they are muoh fatter than in othe:r8. The female yi61ds more oil trnm.tbe
Diale. The whale ship Onward, in the season of 1874, took 1,000 walrus that stowed down 600
barrels of oil, which was considered an unusnaJ yield, and in 1869 the ProgreS(! got 100 walrus
that yielded 005 barrels of oil, The Merenry ill 1877 killed. 2,000 wa.lrns that stowed down 1,100
barrelB of oil. Captain Barnes, of the Sea Breeze, states that up to July 23,1880, he had that
seaoon taken in the Arctic 400 walrus, yielUing 300 barrell> of oil.

7. STATISTICS OF OIL Alli']) IVORY, 1870 TO 1~80.

The Arctio wbaling fleet. from 1870 to 1880, inclusive, is estimated to have captured 100,000
walrus, ptodueing 1,996,000 gallons of oil and 398,868 pounds ofivol'r, ofa total value of $1,260,000•
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