






THE MULLET FISHERY_ 581

(2) Peculiar abundance in the in-shore waters.-Tlle peculiar iIlStiDcts of tlle Inullf't wJ)ich

draw them toward the shore are greatly in th~ llo;JJerman'.. favor, for while thu cod, mackeH·l, red·
snapper, grouper, and mall;Y other important. fOOll·fishel' mmaiu in the deep water at a eOll;,;jllerahl(>,

distance from the shore, the mullet ~llter the shoa1 water ill enOrmOlll' t)nantities~ and oontil]1H'

their migrations along the outer beach within a few rods of the laml; and l indef'd, they;lf'. frc~qn"lltly

eoter the inner hays and soullds, whew tl.Je~' an~ readily taken by HIe iisbenmm, wiJu are not olJI1!J1'd

to cndul'e thc hardships and perils of the opcn ocean in the pro8eeution of the. fishery.

(3) Readiness with wlduh the 1UUUct can Iu) l>'ec1Iref/,-The gre,garious iustiI10ts of the mullet brill,!.:'

them together in scllools, wlJich a.re often of large sir:e IHld gl'\!at (]elisi(\;. lrr.stall(~(>s an' Oil n'(~(trd

where 600 lJarrels have been taken at a l'lilJgle hanl of tIll:' drag-seilw, lwd schools containing :!\lO to

300 banels are not uncommonly seen. Agaiu~ ill their migTations the mullet. !ioWinl lwar the f\urface,

wbero their presence i.., easil,l' recognize.] n,r tlwir I!ontinualjumpillg all/I SplilS1dllg, amI flw ti.~lwI"­

man is thus directed as to wh~" and where to set and haul his net.i;. 'Vitil hoHom->;wi111111illg tislt

the conditious al'e mucb Il'SS favorable, for he is ohlige(l to make "blind set,;," truflt iug to dHlhee

to I'!urround It :,jcbool, much time and labor being lost in makiug "water l!alll8."

(4) Its merits as a fresh fish.-The frelSh mullet is rallidly growing in fa '>01' among the fr(\,~h-tblJ

dealers in the districts whert~ if. is kUOWH l and thougIl sOIlJewhat interior 10 ,wveraI of the llIore

highly prized species, BIlCh as the 8paui~hma.ckerel awl tlw Whiting, it is of finn ffesLJ liud ('xcelh'nt

flavor. Fornlerly it was 1901d ouly in tlie markets of the seahoard rowllS, but of 1at(l it lUI" 1)('1:'1\
introduced into ma,Il;Y of tb~~ illtmior cities, wllt>re it has met witll a re:idy sale UIlO is j·egan](-d with

e-onsiderable favor. Its distribntion, howe\+f'r, is still confined to a compurati vely small artm, 1hongh

tbere seems little doubt that it ",-ill soon be mud! mOl'e widcly ktlown. The illlpl'ot"ed l>/liNljllg

facilities along the southern coast will aid greatly in the di;.ot.ti!Jutioll of the fresh fish, al](1 tIl('

demand, as well a8 the Ilrice, will undoubtedly be inereasell ill proportion. and the tirJ]e St"('llI" ]lut,

far disumt when the market will take lIlllch greCiter {1111mtitie", tIm,n at preseut.
(5) Its value for salting.-The fil'lhenucn of many localities han~ little iUl'a of tilt" \'alm' 01" tllP

mullet, and in many counties almost nOlle are BaIted, af> the rel:;i(lent,," do I)ot know llmt till',\' ('oull1

find a market for them even thOllg)l tbey might be able to catch :wd bure tlJem. Tllf', hu.sj)]('.sJ': is

thns confined within narrow limits l and lherc are stretches of eoast fiO tu 7ti millo:'S in l>::;;:h'111 ,,'hen'

not a siugle harrel of mullet is put up for l'lhipment, though the :Ii.s1t are present in imllwllH' l)llI11hl~r.s

and would ;rield r(.",munerative elllplo;yment W the fishermen of the. l(){~-alit,Y. E\+en iu Jl!aC('" not now
accessible b~' rail or stealllt:\r tht:\ fisheries could be carried Oil \vith Ilrotit, a:,; tlle proliuet" ~\ollhl lw
carted overland or boated through the inner tide·channel.. and lagoon~ tn tIll' J)eart~.st :-;]Iippiug"

point. In fact, we see no reason why the entire Mast frow C.lroliuil to Texas ~ho\lhl Bot lIt.', olle

e-ontinuons mullet fishing ground.
A.t present a large IJereentap;e of the Southerll tislwrmCIl, ('Ti'U where saUill~- is prm~tic('Il, i~n'

unacquainted with the. best methods of curing, and mallr of tlwlIl are putting up mullet in 1<0 tl'llth'

a manner as to greatly impair their tla..-or and to remlt'r them of littk yallH'. ~lIeh ii"h i:!n'atl~­

injlZre thf! reputation of tue I'l{fecies and do mach to u{·..... tr0,f tlH~ llerlllwd, fvr whell :r 111"1-"01) jll

testing the mullet geL; fiah of an inferior- qua1it;r he at'll'lce infers that all mullet llan' a "imihll'

tlavor, and l'H:\ldotll cares to give them another triaL Some, lllllve\'er, are giVlug can-ful allenti'm

to the preparation of these fisb, and are JlUtting them up jll a Heat alld attraeJlq, malUI\'l'. \\'1(('11

tbus CUl'ed-tbe mullet are held in much favor even hy tile epicnre:o. It.-only relllaiu" for tl.H' 11,,11·

enneu to become familiar with the proper method:,; of eurillg, amI hl gi\'t' \U'.lrc at!entil)lI to df'anli·

Dealt in the preparation of their fish, to Il«YB them lnft.'t, with ~ ri':llJ'y Na}n,

(6) TA.e grOWiflg df:m(tndfor fi-8ki:ng proa:uct~.-li'oI' man;y yeMs prior to the rebellion the fh:\hcry
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remained almost sta.tionary, it being carried on largely by the planters for the purpose of supply­
ing food for their slaves. During the war, a.nd, indeed, for six or eight years thereafter, the fishery
was greatly reduced, many stations being entirely abandoned. Of late, however, owing perhaps
to the changed social condition of the people, theI'e has been a growing demand for both fresh and
salt fish in all portions of the South. In the Northern States, nJso, the uemand for fishery products
has greatly mcrea-sed, and to day larger quantities of fish are consumed than ever before, while
twice as many could be readily disposed of in case they could be obtained at reasonable rates.
This growing demand is chiefly supplied in the spring and early summer by the large catch of
shad and alewives in the larger rivers, and by the mackerel vessels fishing off the New England
coast. In the winter the cod and haddock are peculiarly abundant off· the northern coast, and
many persons are engaged in catching them to supply this trade. Dnring the fall, however, when
the great run of m1l11et occurs, comparatively few other species are taken in any consiuerable
nnmbers, and the market is quite bare of fresh fish ..'l'hiB gives an excellent opportunity for the
development of the mullet fIsheries, for it prondes It sufficient outfit for almost unlimited quanti­
ties of mullet at a handsome figure. The saJt·ftsh trade is also greatI;r increasing, and the supply
of mackerel, though larger than for many years, does not equal the demand, and the prices are
rapidly advancing, the figures in 1882 being several dollars more per barrel than for the same

quality of .fish in 1881, while those of the last-named season were considerably in advanee of those
of the year previous.

No systematic effort has yet boon made to introduce salt munet into the markets of the North
or West, and they are little eaten outside of Florida, Georgia, and the Carolinas. Even in tliis
region, owing to the poor quality of the fil'lh, the demand is often limited. With well·cured. fish it
seems that little trouble would be 6xperiencediu extending indefinitely the territory over which
they are eaten, and the better grades of mullet might be brought into competition with the mackerel
and lake whitefish, when their relative merits would at once be recognized.

(7) T1t£ prOfits to be d6ri'OtJa by ~h" re&idents from tM mullet fl8heri6s.-Many of the residents of'
the 800-bordering counties of the Southern States own small tracts of land, on which they raise
limited quantities of the various products commonly cultivated in those regions. From these they
derive a moderate revenue, which is often quite insnffi(lient to snpply the wants of their families,
and they are obliged to devote a portion of their time to other work. In the fall and early winter,

whcn the mullet are most abundant, these men have little to occupy their attention, and they could,
therefore, engage in the prosecution of the fishery with great profltto them8elves and at the same
time be illcreasing the food supply of the country, thus greatly benefiting the manuf'aoturing
cla."seli. The present methods are fairly adapted to the captnre of tIle species, though they could,
perhaps, bo somewhat improved upon by the exercise of a. little thought Iilld ingenuity. The purse­
.seine, now so commonly employed by the Northern fl.shennen in the capture of maCkerel, might be
introduced with advantage for use along the outer 8hore~ where the fiah are running too fur from
the beach to come within reach of the drag-seines. Other Northern apparatns might, perhaps, be
introduced with advantage. Even with the apparatus noW" in use, howevl\r, we Bee-llothing that
offera greater indncement8 to active and euergetio men dUring the months of8eptembe~,Ootober,

and Nov('.mbor than the mullet fi&herie&.




