








THR MULLET FISHERY, HR1

(2) Peculiar abundance in the in-shore waters—The pecaliar instinets of the mullet which
draw them toward the shore are greatly in the fisherman’s favor, for while the cod, mackerel, red-
snapper, grouper, and wany other important food-fishes repain in the deep water at a cousiderablie
distance frotn the shore, the mullet enter the shoal water in enormous guantities, and continne
their migrations along the outer beach within a few reds of the land; and, indeed, they ax frequently
enter the inner bays and sonnds, where they are readily tuken by the Gshermen, who are noi obliged
to endure the hardships and perils of the open ocean in the prosecuntion of the fishery,

(3) Keadiness with swhich the maullet can be secured —The gregarious instinets of the mullet Dring
them together in schools, which are often of large sire and great density.  Instanees are on record
where 600 barrels have been taken at a stugle hanl of the drag-seine, and schoels containing 200 to
300 barrels are not uncommonly seen.  Aguin, in their migrations the mullet swinm near the surfaee,
where their presepee is easily recoguized by their continaal jnmping and splashing, and ibe fisher-
man is thus directed as to wher and where to set and baunl his pets.  With bottom-swimwing tish
the conditions ave much less favorable, for he is obliged to make “blind sets,” trusting to chanee
to surround a school, much time and labor beiug lost ie making * water hauls.”

{4} Its merits as a fresh fish.—The fresh mullet is rapidly growing in favor among the fresh-fish
dealers in the districts wbere it is known, and though somewhat inferior fo several of the wmove
highly prized species, such as the Spanirh seickerel and the whiting, it is of firm fleab and vxeellent
flavor. Formerly it was sold ouly in the markets of the seaboard towus, but ot late it has been
introduced into many of the ipterior cities, where it has met with a ready sale and is regarded with
consideraile faver., Itg distribation, however, is still confined to a comparatively small ares, thongh
there seems little doubt that it will soon be much more widely kuown., The improved shipping
facilities along the soathern coast will aid greatly in the distribation of the fresh fisli, and the
demand, as well as the price, will nndoubtedly be increased iu proportion, and the time seems vot
far distant when the market will take much greater quantities than at preseut.

(B) Its value for salting.—The fishermnen of many localitics have little idea of the value of the
mullet, and in many counties almost none are salted, as the residents do pot know thut they could
find a market for them even though they might be able {0 catch 2pd cure them. The husiness is
thus confined within narrow lunits, and there are stretches of coast i) to 75 miles in extent where
not a single barrel of mullet is put up for shipment, though the fish are present in immense numbers
and would yield remunerative employment to the fishermen of the Jocality. Xven in places not now
accessible by rail or steamer the fisheries could be carried ou witl profit, as the produciz conld be
carted overland or Doated through the inner tide-channels and lagoovs to the nearest shipping
point. In fact, we see no reason why the entire coast from Carolina to Texas should not be oue
cohtinuons mullet Ashing ground.

At present a Jarge percentage of the Southern Gsbermen, even where salting is practiced, are
unaequainted with the best methods of curing, and many of them are putting ap mullet in so ¢crude
& manner a8 to greatly impair their flavor and te render them of little value.  Such fish greatly
injnre the reputation of the species and do mach to destray the demand, for when 5 person in
testing the mullet gets fish of an iuferior quality he at once iufers that all mullet have o similar
flavor, and seldom cares to give them another trial. Some, however, are giving earctul stteniion
to the proparation of these fish, and are putting them np in n neat and atiractive maiuer. When
thos enred the mullet are held in much favor even by the epicares. Igonly remains for the fisl:-
ermen tp become familiar with the proper methods of caring, and to give more attention to eleanli-
ness in the preparation of their fish, to have thew meot with a realy sale.

{6) The growing demand for fishing products.—¥For muny years prior to the rebellion the fishery
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remained almost stationary, it being carried on largely by the planters for the purpose of supply-
ing food for their slaves. During the war, and, tudeed, for six or eight years thereafter, the fishery
was greatly reduced, many stations being entirely abandoned. Of late, however, owing perhaps
to the changed social condition of the people, there has been a growing demand for both fresh and
salt fish in all portious of the Sonth. In the Northern States, also, the demand for fishery products
has greatly increased, and to day larger quantities of fish are consumed than ever before, while
twice as many could be readily dispesed of in case they could be obtained at reasonable rates.
This growing demand is chiefly sapplied in the spring and early summer by the large catch of
shad and alewives in the larger rivers, and by the mackerel vessels fishing off the New England
coast. In the winter the cod and haddock are pecnliarly abundant off the northern coast, and
many persons are engaged in catching them to supply this trade. Daring the fall, however, when
the great run of mullet occurs, comparatively few other species are taken in any considerable
numnbers, and the market is quite bare of fresh fish. This gives an excellent opportunity for the
development of the mullet fisheries, for it provides a sufficient outfit for almost unlimited quanti-
ties of mullet at a handsome figure. The salt-fish trade is also greatly increasing, snd the supply
of mackerel, though larger than for many years, does not equal the demand, and the prices are
rapidly advancing, the figures in 1882 being several dollars more per barrel than for the same
quality of fish in 1881, while those of the last-named Beason were considerably in advance of those
of the year previous,

No systematic effort has yet been made to introdnce salt mullet into the markets of the North
or West, and they are little eaten outside of Flerida, Georgia, and the Carolinas. Even in this
region, owing to the poor quality of the fish, the demand is often limited. With well-cured fish it
seems that little trouble would be experienced in extending indefinitely the territory over which
they are eaten, and the better grades of mullet might be brought into competition with the mackerel
and lake whitefish, when their relative merits wonld at once be recognized.

(T} The profits to be derived by tha residents from the mullet fisheries.—Many of the residents of
the sea-bordering counties of the Sonthern States own small tracts of land, on which they raise
limited guantities of the varicus produets commonly eultivated in those regions. From these they
derive a moderate revenue, which is often quite insufficient to supply the wants of their families,
and they are obliged to devote a portion of their time to other work. In the fall and early winter,
when the mullet are most abundant, these men have little to oceupy their attention, and they could,
therefore, engage in the prosecution of the fishery with great profit fo themselves and at the same
time be increasing the food supply of the country, thus greatly benefiting the manufacturing
classes. The present methods are fairly adapted to the captare of the apecies, though they could,
perbaps, be somewhat improved upon by the exercise of & little thought and ingenuity. The purse-
seine, now so commonly employed by the Northern fishermen in the capture of mackerel, might be
introduced with advantage for use along the outer shore, where the fish are running too far from
the beach to come within reach of the drag-seines, Other Northern apparatus might, perhaps, be
introduced with advantage. Even with the apparatus now in use, however, we ses nbthing that
offery greater inducements to active and euergetic men during the months of September, Ocmmr,
and November than the mullet Asheries.





