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The season al which these fish are most abundant ts from November to May, though there
seems to be a considerable difference in regard to this betwecen Delaware Bay and the region south
of Cape Henlopen,

‘We are told by Mr. Tomlizson, of Dover, that rock and perch are taken there chiefly iu the
season from the middle of November to the 20th of March, but only few perch are canght in the
early winter,

Acecording to Mr, Honston, of Millsborongh, the season for rock and perch beging in Indian
River about the last of November and confinues until the first of March, at which time, or soon
atter, herring “strike in,” and the fishermen taro their attention to their capture. He says that
rock and perch can be caught only during the most severe winter weather, at which time they move
in bodies up the rivers and creeks; and, in consequence, the fishermen take them in considerable
quantities.

Mr. D. B. Wilson, of Magnolia, says that perch come about the first of November and “school
up” the creeks as soon as the weasther gets cold.

2. FISHING GROUNDS AND FISHERMEN.

FisaiNG gROUKDS.—The fishing grounds for roek and perch are along the shores of Delaware
Bay and the numerons streams emptyiug into the same below Dover, the waters of Reheboth Bay,
Tudian River and Bay, and Isle of Wight Bay.

THE FISKEERMEN.—AS a rule, the majority of the fishermen are semi-professional, men wlo
are employed in agricultural pursuits during the greater portion of the year,and who find time in
the winter season to engage in this fishery. One aunthority tells us that the fishermen are nearly
all farmers, who are engaged but very litile in fishing during the spring and summer, simply to
obtzin a sapply for their own nse, bat in winter they are more steadily employed in catehing rock
and perch, and also herring in the early spring. Mr. D. B, Wilson, of Magnolia, says that when
there is a good prospect for catching fish the farmers go out on the river with their seines and nets,
which they set as cirenmstances may determine., At other times they are idle or employed in
working on their farms.

Five professional fishermen from Lewes go to Rehoboth Beach in the winter and fish in Reho-
both Bay for rock and perch, as well as eels, shipping the entire catch to New York.

3. APPABRATUS AND METHODS OF FISHING.

BoaTs.~—The boats-—of the ordinary flat-bottomed type—employed in the rock spd perch
fishery are the same as those which have been mentioned in the preceding chapters.

NETS AND s8INREg.—The nets and seines in which rock and perch are taken having been fully
deseribed in the notes on the fisheries for spot and troud, it seems anuecessary to repeat the
description here. It need only be said that rock and perch are taken in tle same apparatus that
is uged for the capture of various species of fish which frequent this region.

METHODS OF FiSHING.—The methods of setting and hanling the seines deseribed in the notes
on the trout and spot fisheries are essentially, in almost all cases, the same as are practiced in
fishing for rock and perch. There seems, however, to be sometimes a slight difference made when
the figh are found in narrow streams. In such cases the seine is stretched across the creek, from
bank to bank, one end being somewhat farther up the river than the other; the ends of the net
are then fastened to stakes on the banks of the river, and the fishermen go up stream, ‘“ whip-
ping the fish” down by splashing with oars, and using other means of frightening them. When
they have smopecded in driving the fish down agninst the seine the end farthost up stream is
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loosened from the stake and carried to the opposite bank, and whatever fish have been inclosed
are hauled to the shore.

The almost invariable rule for setting gill-nets has algo been described in the notes on the
spot fishery. Wlen setting the seines it rarely, if ever, happens that the fishermen see the fish
schooling. TLwong experieuce has tonght them where and when it will be most desirable to nse
their apparatua. Itfrequently bappens, therefore, that they make # water-hauls,” buf at the same
timne they are liable to obtain a2 considerable capture.

4. DISPOSITION OF THE CATCII

North of Cape Henlopen a large percentage of the rock and perch taken are sold locally or
disposed of by peddlers, or by the fiskermen themselves to the inhabitants of the interior towns;
the remainder is shipped to Philadelphia and New York. In the region south of Cape Henlopen,
however, the reverse is the case, a large percentage being shipped to the city markets. At Mills-
borongh, Williamsville, and some of the other towns, the cateh is bought up by local dealers, whko
pack the fish in boxzes, and send them away by rail to their agents and eommission merchants in
New York and Philadelphia.

Mr. Ii. 'W. Houston, of Millsborongh, in 1880, handled 2,000 (%) pounds of xockfish, and 1,000
pounds of perch; ail of which he skipped by rail.

Through the kindness of Mr. Custis Burton, the railroad agent and express agent at Mills.
borough, we have heen enabled to state the exact amount of fish sent from that station for the dif
ferent months, from December 1, 1879, to December 1, 1880

‘ Daten of ehipment- Pousda.
| December, 1578 .. ----. O R i 1]
“January, 1880 .. .. e taeeaas 4,076
| FPebroary, 1880 ..., . ccoeooan 4,130
March, 3880 ... L. eeoes &, 766
April 1880 .. .- 8,020
Ociober, 1880...... ... PERTTr 15
Fovember, 1880 - 137
; Total ... ... a7, 007

The first shipment in the fall of 18380 was made October 28, The fish thus sent tc market arve
rock, perch, herring, and eels. From Oectober to March they were nearly all rock and perch, and
in March and April mostly herring. No shipments of any kind of fish are made from April to
October, as a rule. Sometimes the people send a small lot by express to their friends in the cities
and towns along the line of the railroad, but none go te the markets, The shipments in winter are
pretty equally divided between Philadelphia and New York, and s smaller amount goes to Wil-
mington and Chester. : o

4—THE S’I‘URGEDN FISHERY OF DELAWARE BAY

1. STURGEON FISHERY AT BOWERS’ BEAOH

According to Mr. Samuel Wyatt, a rosident of Bowers® Beach,. thera 13 no one- mgﬁgﬁd
in fishing for stargeon from that place. There are, however, ‘during the month of April twelve or
fifteen vessels, ranging from™15 to 20 tons each, ewployed in the stargeon fishery in- thaﬂncaht.y
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Five of these vessels, he mays, belong to Philadelphia, four to Chester, and two to Penn’s Grove.
The hailing poris of the others are not known.

The sturgeon fishery off Bowers’ Beach usually begins about the 1st of April, and continues
until May, atter which the vessels move farther ap the bay, Lach one of these vessels carries a
crew of about aix men, who, a8 a rule, live on board of their crafts, although some of thew live in
rough cabine built on the shore. The fishery is carried on wholly with gill-nets, which are set out
in the bay across the tide, and allowed to drift with the cnrrent up and down the stream, as seems
most desirable.

The average cateh, Mr. Wyatt thinks, is about 1,000 fish fo a vessel for the month of April.
‘Fhese are dressed, iced in boxes, and shipped in boais to Philadelphia, or sent across to Bayside,
in New Jersey, where they are shipped by rail to New York. The roe is prepared on the veasels.





