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The season at which t.hese fish are most abundant is from November to J'Ila,y, thougu there

seems to be a considlOlrable difference in regard to this between Delaware Ba,y and the region Muth
of Cape Henlopeu.

We are told by Mr. Tomlinson, of Dover, tha.t rock and perch are taken ther(~ chi.efly ill the
S6a6on from the middle of November to the 20th of March, but only few perch are canght in the
early winter.

According to Mr. Houston, of Milisbol'Ongh, the season for rock and perch begins in Indian

River about the last of November and continues nntil the first of Maroh, at whicb time, or soon
after, berring "strike ill," and tne fisbermen turn their attention to their capture. He says that
rock and percb can be caught only during the most 8evere winter weather, at whicb time they move
in bodies up the rivers and creeks; and, ill consequence, the fishennen take them ill considerable
q nan titles-.

Mr. D. B. Wilson, of lI:1agnolia, says that perch come about the first of Novembl:lr and" school
up" the creeks as soon as the weather gets cold.

2. FISHINU GROUNDS AND FISHERMEN.

FISHING- GROUNDs.-The fishing grounds for rock and perch are along the shores of Delaware

Bas and the numerou.s lltreams emptyitlg into the same below Dov-er, the waters of Rehoboth Bay,
Indian River and Bay, and Isle of Wight Ba:y.

THE FlSHER:MEN.-Aa a rule, the majority of the .fishermen are semi-profel:lsional, melt who
are employed in agricultural pursuits during the gi-eater portion of the yf>.l\r, and who find time in

the winter season to engage in this fishery. Olle authority tells us that the tishel'lllen are nearl~'

aU farmers, who are engaged but ver,}' little ill fishing during the spring and summer, simpl~' to
obtain a supply for their own use, but in winter they are more steadily employed in catching rock
and peroh, and also herring in the early spring. Mr. D. B. Wilson, of Mngllolia, says that when
thete i8 a good prospect for catching flah the fanne,)'s go out on the river with their seines and net,B,

which they 8et as circumstances rna:,.' determine. At other times the~T are itll(\ or employed ill

working ou their farms.
Five professional fishermen from Lewes go to Rehoboth Beach in t,he winter anu fish ill Reho­

both .Bay for rook and perch, a.8 well a~ eels, shipping the entire catch t,o New York.

3. APPARATUS AND METHODS OF FISHING.

BOAl's.-The ooatB-of the ordinary fiat-hottomed tYl/e-elnployt,d in tbe rock and pereb
fishery are the S3me as those which have been mentioned in th(, preceding chapters.

NETS .AND SElNEs.-The nets and seines in which rock and perch are taken haVing been fully

de8Cribed in the notes on the tiBheries for spot and trout; it Beews llnnecessary to repeat the

description here. It need onl;r be said that rock and perch are taken in the same apparatua that

is U800 for the capture of various species of tisb which frequent this region.
METHODS OF FHIHlNG.-The methods of set.ting and hauling the seine~ descrilloo ill tbe notes

on the trout and spot fisheries are essential):,.', in almost aU ca~s, the same at; are practiced ill

fishing for ruck and perch. There seems, however, to be sometimes a slight differenoo made when

the fish are found in narrow streams. In such cases the seine is stretched across the creek, from

bank to ba.nk, oDe end being somewhat farther up the river than the other; the ends of the net
a.m then fQ.$tened to stakes on the banks of the river, and the fishermen go up stream, "whip­
ping the fish" down by splashing with oars, and using other me1l,Il8 of frightening them. \Vhen
t,lley havt'l .8ocooeded in driving the fl.!'b down Bgainst t,hc Reine the flnrl fltrth~t up f1trea-m is



540 HISTOHY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERIES.

loosened from the stake and carried to the opposite bank, and what.ever fish have boon inclosed
are hauled to the suore.

Tbe almost iut'a.riable rule for sett,ing gill-nets has also been described in the notes on the
spot fishery. \Vlteu seUiug the sailJes it rarely, if ever, happens that the fishermen Bee the fish
schooling. Long experience has wnght them w)lere aDd when it will be most desirable to nse

their apparatus. Itfrequcntly happens, therefore, that theS make" water-banIs," but at the same

time they are liable to obtain a oollsiderable captnre.

4. DISPOSITION OF THE CATCH.

North of Cape Henlopeu a large percentage of the rock and perch taken are sold locally or
disposed of by peddlers, or by the fishermen themselves to the inhabitants of the interior t.owns;
the remainuer is shipped to Philadelphia and New York. In the region south of Oape Henlopeu,
however, the reverse is the case, a large percentage being shipped to t,be city markets. At Mills­
borough, \Villialllsville, and some of the other towps, the catch mbought up by local dealers, who
pack the fish in boxeH, and llcnd them away by rail to their agents and commission merchants in
New Yorl, and Philauclphia.

Mr. E. 'W. llOUtOtOll, of Millsborough, in 1880, handled 2,000 (') pounds of rockfish, and 1,000

IIDunds of' perch ~ all of which be shipped hy rail.
Through the kindne88 of Mr. CUBtiS Burton, the railroad a,gent and express agent at Mills·

borough, we have been enabled to state the exact ~mount of fish sent from that station for the dir
fereut months, from December I, 1879, to December 1, 1880:

1=D~~~~:~~~~~_~- ~
i Dec.emLe.\ 1879 5,715
· ,Tanual')', l!lilO .. . .. ~...... 4,1]15

February,188O -_.. 4,llllI
Ma.reh. lSSO•.•...... _. _ - _.. G,7oo

.April, 1880 _" •... _..•• --." - .. ! 8, 03ll'

Octub"r.1880 'jl 115 II

· November, 16Sll _...•.•.~137

; Total _ , 37,007!
· ~

The first shipment in the fall of 1880 was made October 28. The fish thus sent to market are
l'Ock, perch, herring, and eels. From October to March they were nearly all rock and perch, and

ill 'March and April mostly berring. No f1biplllBntB of &0.)0' kind of fish are made from April to
October, as a rule. Sometimes the people send a Hmnlliot by express to their friends in tbe cities
and towns along the line of the railroad, but I10De go to the markets. The shipments in winter are
pretty equallJ' divided between Philadelphia. and New York, and a. smaller amount goes to Wil­
mington and Chester.

4.-THE STUR.GEON FISHERY OF DELAWARE BAY.

1. STURGEONl!'ISHEnY AT BOWERS' BEAOH.

According to Mr. Samuel Wyatt, a rosidentof }3owers'Beach., there is Doooe:engaged
iutlshing for sturgeon from that place. There an", bo-wevli'1", during the rnonthof ApriltWelveol"
fifteen vessels, ranging frottf'10 to 20 tour; ('ncla, employed intbe s:tOrgeODfisheryinthatJOcaJity.
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Five of these vessels, he says, belong to Philadelphia, four to Chester, and two t{1 I'enn's Grove.
The hailing ports of the others are not known.

The sturgeon fishery oft' Bowers' Beach usuaH;y beginll about the 1st of April, and continnes
until May, after which the vessels moYc farther up HIe bay. Eneh ont~ of tbese 'IIt'I'18018 ea,rries a
crew of about six meu, who, as It I'ule, lj-.,-e on 'board of tbeir crafts, although some of them live ln
rough 'Cabins built on the shore. The :fishery is carried on wholly with gill·Jlots, '...·hieh aro set out
in the bay across the tide, and allowed to drift with the cnrrent up aud down the stream, a,s see-liB
most desirable.

The average catch, Mr. Wyatt thinks, is about 1,000 fish to a vessel for tlw month of ApriL
Theee are dressed, iced in boxes, and shipped in boats to Philadelphia, or 8ent across to Bayside,
in New Jersey, where they are shipped by rail to New York. The roe is prepared on the vessels.




