




~24 nISTORY AND l'tfETlfODS OF THE FIRIIEIUES.

up to the time of his retirement from active partki}latioll in the fiRheries, in 1867, DO effort wall
made by the fisbermen north of Cllpe Cod to (;aptUl'e them.

The fishery apparently spr::lllg intl) existenet\ at\(1 importance between the y('aTg 1840 and 1855,
upon the south coast of New Englautl. Capt:iiu AsJIl}}' first engaged jlJ it in 1859, 'when it waR
,",pparently a well·cstaUlished industry. In 186] it is recorded that !\OIne thirty vessels f!'Om New
Bedford were profitably engaged in this iJuRineBs Oll the fayot'itc groll11d, In to 2U miles southeast
of No .Man's Land.

]'Ir. Earll ascertained tha.t little attention was }la.id b;y thp, fiflhermen of Portland, Me., to
8wonHish until within two or tJlree .rears. 'l"lJisfishm:,};, is CllJTicd on l~t odd tjmes b;r mackerel
gill uet fishermen, and by cod,trawlillg vessels when their regolar industry is interfered with 1l:r
the alJunuance of dogfish. The seaS011 for dogth;h is also the time for ~rwonlfish, finu at the present

time, when the price of sworl1tish justifieR it, smaller fishermen, when tber are driven from their
regnlar work b:y the dogfish, make trips for the expresi:o\ l{urpoSle of eaptnrillg swonlfish. Madum!l·
seiners are beginning to (~arry swordfif:;h irons, and alf~ oftell vCQ' l'iuecessfnl in killing the fish.

A.t tIle present day, l~nd for five or six years past, perhRjls wlwh longer l there has lJeen ycry

littIe change in the number of yessels engaged, this ,arying from thirty to forty, approximately,

in diff('fp.nt ;years.
Capt. Epes W. Mercltlillt, of Gloucester, who lIas been familiar with the fislleril;1s since 1804,

tell~ me that tItle} first swordfish ever hrougbt to Gloucester withiu bi$ recollection was caught on
George'8 Bank about the year 1831, by Captain Pew, who brongIlt it in and 80lli it at the mte (tf

$8 a barrel, salted. Fishermen had llefore that been very mUch afraid of them, but afterwards a

good many were ca.ught.

11. PRODUCTS OF THE FISRERY.

As an example of the manner in which a season of swo,rtlfishing is paslled, and of tlw ;yiel<1 of
a. n~ry successful period of work, a .record is here gi,en of the trips of the acIlooner Nortltem Eagle,
of Gloucester, Capt. George H. Mart,in:

No. ,,[ ILenlrlh II )o.t<> orsw..:rt. Ko. of Ii.h tJlk~n. Wher" .old. Price.t'ip". of t~jp. !

1 ~ J'u.lle 7, -- _-" •. , -. ,- -, I----;~::~·-·I HI (5. 000 Ib••J 11I,,"!;m ..... --.. (',,,,~.
2 1 Jnllftlll,, ._ ..... 7 22 (0.600 Ib~.J I- ...do . .,_....... ~!

: r ~:~;::.:::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~ ~ :~::~:::~ ! ~:~;:~~.::::::. ~~
" ~ July TI •••••. t8 a7 (&,000 110•• ) .••.do •.•.•.... , [;

6 i' AU!(tI'lt 1I'i "'." ". 11, 26 II]., f>110 lh•. ) •••. <1" 3

7 ,Sept;'mb6r1.................... 16 1 HI (5,600 Ib~,) I'" do . m
8 i

l

Solptamh"r 20 ····:·1 14 __14_H~,,';_GO_I_""_'}_I' .• do .•...•.. -I (~}

-'----__-'!__I_l'J_(~~~~~l>.1.) I ~_ ...~__

Capt. Benjamin Ashby wellt 8wordfishing in tIle 8-chooner N. H. Dudley two suceeSldve years.
in 1859 and 1860. In July and August, 1859, he took 108 fiBh; the next year 88.

Th~ tlChoouer Ya.nkee Bride, of New Bedford, boarded in Provincetown Harbor, August, 18';9,
had alroody that .Beason takeu 60 flsh.

Mr. Earll rooched PortlRnd in the progreBlj of the ftsbet'3' census investip;ation, July 29, 1879.
On this day, he writes, 35 to W fish "\'Vel'e brought in, and on the 1st of Angust 200 more were

lauded, 60 b;y one vc.sseI.
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Estimating the number of 'vessels regularly emploseu in word:fishillg" at forty, and putt.i'llg

fRtimating their annual catch at eighty fish each, which is only half the. quautii y taken hy the

NOI'thern Eagle, as Bhown in the llreceding paragraph, the aggregate number of fisll taken
would be 3,200.

Competent authorities estimate that each vesi'lci in the JlHwkcn,1 fleet captures and brillgs in

an average quantity of eight barrels of pickled jj.~h, or perhaps eight fish each. 'l~he number of

n~ssels in the mackerel fleet is at least four huudred. Allowing foul' fh;h to mu:h, there is au

aggregll.t,e of 1,600 fish. Estimating OliO for each yessel in the halibut fleet yearly, we add fifty
more ill the aggregate.

lIir, Earll jwl:;<~d that in 1878, as for several years prcYious, 2,000 8wonlfb,h had been brougbt
into Portland, Me. Allowing 1,000 of these to the regnlar s,,,ordtlshermen find the mackerel

vessels, we have a remainder of 1,()()0 tal.en by the occa.siolll1l fislWl'mOll of Portland all'ead.y SIlQkeli

of, and to be added ttl the agp:regat(l, which llOW amoun!s to 5,8,')U.

Add 150 more for tlHl coaster;,;, sea·basB fishermen, aw] puund.tending "Yessel<l of southern
MaSSlWhusotts, Rhode Island, allU C(}nnccflcut, and the OIUffi is 6,000.

The average weight of a swordfish dressed is estimated by so\'(~ralpersons, Captain Ashb.r, Mr.

Earll, Mr. Tho~pSOll, and others, to be 300 ponnds, and that tJ;1is is not far from tbe truth may be

seell by referring back to the records of the :Nortllcrn Eagle. If tile average weight is assumed to

be 250 pounds, the a,ggregate weight of a year's catcL of swonlfish amounts to 1,500,000 pounds,
valued at $45,000, tbe average price being estimated at three cenu:> pel' poulHI.

To estimate the nUlll1)er of lIlell employed i~ almust iwposflible, sillce the season cont,inues onl~'

four mouths, aTld man.r are emlJloJed for a much shorter period. The crews of tbe forty vessell'l

Ilmnber from one hundred and !,iixty to two hundred; the number of men emplo;yed for shOl'ter
periods it seems scarcely necessary to estimate.

In 1874 the aDnual catch for the United States was estimated, boY Mr. E. G. Blackford, at 2,000
fish, weighing 1.000,000 pounds.

In 1880 the yield of this fishery was 965,450 pounds, distributed IHI follows: Fisheries of

Maine,50,OOO pounds; New Hampshire, 20,000; Ma,ssac.husetts, 731,950; I{llOue Island, 90,000;
Oonuecticut, 73,500.

12. !\IARKETS AXD PRICES.

Mr. ThoDlson remarks: "Previous to 1862 the market for fresh fish was limit{,l} to New Bed·
ford, Fall River f Providence, and the adjoining towns, and a large proportion of the fish tlJeJJ

taken was salted and shipped to tlw West Indies and the Soutbern States. TLis was especially
the case with those taken about :.Noman's Land and Martbws Vineyard. .Now nearl,)" aU are 0On­

sUDIed fresh, a.nd the average pri(le is somewhat higher thau fonnerly."

Mr, John H. Thomson writ{ls: "At preHent tll(l great bulk of tile catch is flold fresh. Most

of the fi~h aTe brought to this. port, and a few are carrien to New London. Until withill a yery
few JeaNI nearly all were di!Spose<1 of in this vicinity. AlJou to lKfi4 a few were sent to BOliton on
trial, and the coDsumption Qf swordfish in that vidnity hah since rapidly increased. Still, the

prhlllipal market for fresh swordfish mas be said to lie between New Lolldon and the eastern end

of Massachusetts. Providence, R. I., consumes a large qualltit,y,n
Mr. Earll writes: "About ~,OOO 8wordfish, lweraging in weight 300 pounds dressed, have ooen

landed Jo'~y in Portland for several :J'ea'rIi. Most of them are sent to BOI>ton fresh, and the

remaind6l"&re cut npand salted here."
Mr. Eugene G. Blaokfoi'd informs me that swordfish are not much esteemed in New York

markett a.nd:tbat in 1874 Dot more than 2,000 l)Ol1lHls in the aggregate were conSllflwu.
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Regarding the price of fresh fish at New BellJ'onI, 1IIr.l'bomson remarks: •• '''lIell the first fish

arrives bene it iR ea.gerly songht at 20 cents a pound, re:tail. In 1873,withiu forty-eight hours of
the arrivnl of the first onc, fift;'t'-two were brought ill, bringing the general retail price down to 8
and 10 ceuis. At this pl'iel!, clear of bone, th~y are usuaUy retailed throughont the season. The

wholesale price is about 12 l~cnt8 for the first catell, falling rapidly to 2 or 3 cents. Tbis is for

.. clean fish,' without bead, tail, amI Yiscenl. Fish from George's Ba,nk are someumcs bronght

here from Bost-ou. Tbey filCH retailat 15 and 20 cents/'

.A(~l\ol'diJ.lg to the record of the ROl'thern EagI('" the pril'e in JUUl;', 187B, rangell from 2 to 4Z
(~elJt.>, ill .July from :~ to 5 C~llts, amI in Augu~t. from ~:! to 3.

In Jul;.,., 1819, Mr. Earll found tho priee in Portlan!l, Me., 4 cent,s, but the arriva.l of 200 fiRll

on August 1 brought the price dOWll to Ii cents. lIe e8timatt~s the a,v(lrage wholesale price a,t 3

cents.
In N~w Londoll, aceordmg t() Ca,ptaill AShb,y, the price has varied within his recollection from

3 to 8 cents, th(l latter high price hein g paid ill 1877.

Accordi.ng to Oaptain Martin, the priel;', of salt 8worufish in Gloucesh~r is always about the

Mme as that of No.3 uHwkerel. III July, 1878, there being no mackerel in the market, th(ly were
\'<11I1c(1 at $7 a harrel.




