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per, 1 did not land him r but I caught a uoblc string of blackfish, oometimeEol two at a time. We

could 8taS on tbe bank only forty-five miTlUtes, for we had to get back in order to cross the bar llt

high tide. But in that time were canght 20 snappers, wpig-hing in the aggregate 600 pounds, and
oyer 250 blackfish, which weighed froUl thrct',-fourths to It pounds each. If w.~ hud struck the reef
a little sooner we lUi~ht han: ",taid two hours, amI I assure the r8ader that two hours of such fisb·
ing is us much as he will want.

,I \Ve "tl'ung all OHr fh,;h forward, and, forgetting 0111' sickness, sat down to a chowder of snapper,

such a~ might make au opicure'8 eyes water, '\Vc arrived at .Ja.cksonville with bl<ll ringing, whistle
blowing, and all our flags flying, and were greeted by a large and ellthusiastic crowd."

2.-THE HAVANA MARKET FISHERY OF KEY WEST.

ORIGIN, PRESEST CONDITION, AND MBTJIODS OF THB 1:'lSHERY.

A. trade iu fish has heen carried on betwCtm tl.m Key West tishermen and tbe Cubans for over
fifty year::" baYing been first startell b.y Conneeticut fis!.Jcrmeu who spent their winter~ iI,l the Gulf.
At first the ~lllacks werc Slllall and chiefly 8loups, carrying [;,000,6,000, or 7,000 pounds of grouperfl

in tht~ir wells. As schooners cam!) illto general U8e in the fisheries they were sent here. Thf!se
were larger, with greater well !'oom. Itt 11'\60 tllere were eight or ten srnaeks engaged in the
trade. At that time there was great, demand for freflh fhlh ill HavuuR, and good prices wen~ paid

for them. A J:>Juack 'would make eight or nine t.rips a year if she fisbed summer and winter, and it
was eonsidereu that she was doing \'er.y \n~n at that. Some few contracted with the 0ubans to

furnish grOllp(Jl's at 50 cents apiece for all fish over 5 pOlluds r those weigbing ll's8 were counted
two for one. 'fbis ra.te was finall;r broken up b.y competing parties, who \vonlcl meet the vessels at,
seal offering large prices, 8ucb as H.i or 20 cent.s per pound for aU size!> of fi8h. The result was
tllat more smacKs werc Ol"()ugl..tt out after OUl' civil war was ended, and the til:llwrmCll Cl'Owded them
so with large dCl!'p-water fish tbat would not Ji\'e long in the" cars" that tbey failed in bnsines!:l.

Since then, or for the past ten ;years, the trade has assumed largt~r proportions, and is carried on
by lIIore reliable parties.

The slIlacks now make twelw: or fourteen trips per year, or more than a trip per month, unle88

the;\, faU in with a wrecked "e88el, when they perhaps mil'\s u trip while attending to it. (All
smacks, a,nd spongers have licenses for wrecking.) Tile fishing groundlil are located a.ll a.long the

V{e~t Florilla COUMt from Charlotte Harbor to Cedar Keys in water tlJat is deejwr than 7 or 8 fathoms.

Fi~h are fOlUHl only about the "pat<lbe~" of rocks that occur on the bottOm off that coast. Some of
t1l6 bt'st fishing pluce" are in gullics where there is li\'iug" coral and an abu ndance oLother animal
lift'; otlHJr I'htCes {uot. 1;0 productive generally) are on ridges of calcareou8 rock, that seem to ve
surrounded by no amount of animal life, e.xcept, }lel"hap8~ miuute aoim.als fLat live in the scants

growth of marine plauts. Y{hen the fishc.rmen reach the" grounds," or the yicinity of localities

where the:." bave previously caught fish, they use the lead-liue continually until rocky bott<Jm or fish
are found. The sounding·lead itself has an "arming" of tallow or wax to show the character of tbe
bottom, while on t.he lead-line is attacbed a baited hook, which is gentlrally taken by the fish if
there are an.y near. \Yhell rocky bottom is found, but no .fisll, the vel'l~el is allowed to drift or

move slow!.y, while the crew try their :fishing-lilIes, and very often good fishing grounds~ found
in that way. .As soon al'l it is a-scertainoo that there are plenty of fiab below, the schooner's jib is
hauled haW·way dowll, the ma.insail slacked oft' to the fullest extent, and the schooner allowed to

drift sideWise o't"et' tIle spot, ]'iuaU~' they drift away froro the fish; then the lines are taken in,

,jib hoisted, mainsail hauled flat {foresail is seldom. used at all}, and the smack 'i.!l worked np to
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windward of the fishing ~T01nlfl, in order to makp llHot}wr drift HcrOHS it. TI.v,~f> wdillequaillled

know of place8 where t1H\)' tau ilrin ~,)n'ral lllilefl alld c:1i-'~'h fbI. nearly the wl101e time. They
nover anchor on ihefl(': roek;>' lmlltf:., flJJ' lIH..n, 1;;> e\-IT~' t)1J:t1Wt' 10 10.'<(' all fLliChol'. Fislling:.!iucs

are hard-laid cotton liut',sJ with hooks :llld J(')u}" of :d'Ollt ilH" "amp ~iz(' as tlw"l' 11",'(1 HI c-otlfi~lJing.

On theso!inl'8 tl1(\ lead is at tlH_' (·ud) witll till', 1\1") JI"01;.", atr:wlH'd t<> it aboY" hy 1;I!i()()(1~ that :ne

2 or 3 feet long. GroUIll'l'tI al'e r;tl'ictl;y hottoJJl n"lt, :11'11 Oil' W"a is to b"y(' the lJ()oko; a" Ileal' t1lt:'

bottom u.s p03si hie.
Baits for groniH_'r tlshillg from til(, f;lllacJ;.~ t't_I;Ll;\~-(,\l ill tlH', Hayana Iwnkl't HJ>llery af(' o1Jiailll'd

on the fishiug groUTHj;'j or in the bu,Ys. t:"ll:t!,y t]l!c p-nllll'l'l· will rake <lny kind vf lueal. or fish,

all(l then salt pork. 1Jeef~ or salt. fish is ll:wd to ulvh ('noll;:.::h fre"l; h:tit~~;:.:-roupl'rs, slluppe1'8, <)1'

sharks-to serve ill catclling the whole IOild; bur t.!ler,-. are timl's, willtl'J" :1IHl ."Ipring- gelH-'ralJy,

wIlen the groupers cannot be induced to tala' :lll.Y hilt the c:lwi('t'SI hairs, 1'111:11 tlw fiE<hermeu go

into Borne ba.y and catch a quantit;r of III ullt'J , whidl thl';. put Ill' ill harrdr; Wlill hrint', to In- kept
in reserve for such times a~ tbe groupers do not bite jn~d'y. St'\.yral other kill(!r; of J1Bh, ~mell lL"

the bluefish (Pomuf,omu.8 lIultatri.r), flU' Jarly-fi"ll (I)/{}P-' iwnruR). am] tilt', jaddh.h (CUrtH/X

pisquet-ulI) are eql\ally at' g-oo\11or pe-rhaps lwtlt'~r, than tilt, llIullH, but are llot 11:.am-a", lound in snfli­

cient quantities to he milch l'<ong"'.t- for. Thif; salledbuit is not r';oake(lou1. lwfm(' being used, atltl

MelliS to be- as rl;;adiJ.Y takeu by the ii"ll as if it. were fn'f;1J. I'it,(,(-", of about 2 inches square am

used 011 eacll hoolc.

The men ha,e to be ver:v ('xllf'l"l to hook the fi!'lh while tldftill:':-. fmil it i!-1 Il('.(:clJSury to work
fast, for the "ei'61'1 move!', rapidly and tlllj spotfl are Hmall. 1'lw il'i'ek j" k<'pt w,·t, so tlint, tlHl fii;h

will not 00 II burued,'J 3S thn fil'\hermcn <:all it, or illjHl"('\l hy tlJl' l11ll tlpt"k, Hllll thl' fisll are thrown

on to it alii fast as caught. One of the ert\w, the captalll W':'UH11y I MlaiHl", by ,md prichl" <'ad] fish

befor~ I)lacing it in tIle well. The a-ir-bhltl(lpr. ur ;;wirnmillg'-hladth'r, is ,,0 dislem1ed with ail' on

being relitwed from the prCSfiUitl of water that tlH; H,,11 would not liye ill the well, hut would tJoat
belly up; 80 the fl8hermell h,l,\"e a small nwtallil) c,ylinder which they thrust into tlw blatll]cr from

the side, just above nud a little. baek of the PPel"f~ll fill, whereupon the ail' rushes om witJJ a hi~8

a.nd the relie"ed fish flaps illto the wHll and swims downward. Eyers tiRh must be "pricked,'1 as
this operation is calltO'd, and one of the crew dOl'~ !lothing" el."l:.

No ftsll are put into the well that are nt,ug1Jt ill over to fatOom.'! of water, al'l they would not

live until the smack reached Havana. FiRh canght ill 1)\'IW ~n fa,f,holllR of \.\'tltt-'r appeal' at the

surface swollen all o\"cr, e;yes pUF-\hed llcarl,\' out of tlH' hem], aud 1.'\'(011 t.he t:eo.leR on ihe sides

started and standing erect, presentiug a di!<.tressillg appt'araJwl', to say the INLst. Such fish will

live a. day or "t\"\'o attel' beiug l'rickel1, but llltll:lt l)(~ handled yer~' earefully. Tho6e from shoal water
are quite ha,rdy, and will Jive for 1II00lths in a, ..ulack'ii well,

The big schoonerl'l that. are llOW ill the business ('.3rry 12,(JOO pounds or mon', and it take~ B

week or two of fiflhing to fill tlU.'lll up. '\\Tben the well is RO crowded that the boles ill tIt!' hOllow

cannot be aeen J it is calcula.ted LlJli.t tlwy IH,\,ve cnougll, Sometimes when it be{':ODlC~culm, Bud the

fish are not gettillg sufficient, circulation, thc'y lm>o to takeout a great mallY fi<lb and phwp, th{'m in

live t:arB alongside. This docs not often happen at sen, but i<t bf frequlO'nt OCCllrnmC(; ill K('IY \"""cst

and Havana. Hnrbors. For tha.t purpo.~-(' Nt('h SIlHWk carries ihn't; or four cars. whieh am 8 feet long,

4 feet deep, and 4 -feet wide, .and made 80 that the)" can b<, btkeu apart anu stowed uelow deck. As
SOOn B8 loaded the 8m~k8 come to Key ",Vest and clear for Havana. Tbeir ca.rgoes are an ('flU­

mated R8 being the same, amI appear on aU the rnallife.'lts alik(;.

Aniving in Ha.vana the smacks are a.ssigned a place to lie in, and bave to undergo many strict

furmnl88. Their first wish itt to have the fish placed in liye-cars, 80 that they will not die. A. few
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day!> after t1J(~il' alTjval the lmreha:,;cr comes aboard with scales and proceeds to weigh tbe cargo

R\lye, elllHlgilJg tUf'lU from OIlt' ear to alJOther :1CT08S tlJe scales. Tut~ ('xpeJl!>E>S per smack ill Ha;v<l.na.

alllount to Iwurl,Y SlOOl aUtI t.lJe otLer expenses p('r trip from $50 to $100,
The manifest;;.; are rmule Ollt. l}~C Ow part.s who cle:us tlw smaek; geucrall;; die owners or agents,

tben taken to the eustofl.l-house to be reeord(~(I amI siglled h,'j' the officials there. It- is made Ollt

iu the 1"ollowing fonn ~

CLEARED BY l"OG.ARTY & JOHNSON.

[("plITt (Hid 1IUl"if,,~t (If the ew'!!" to_den at tlw 1M>'! (If .!f13N IV"", Pla_. 0" b01l1'11 the America.... 80lwon('1' Mar.'! Ma./iillil, w1wrf'-of
If. T/J.ylf)!' i~ -ma,lm' (or comillefor), IJl)~Jld for Ifa-vana, (Julia.

;---------;-----------!.- -------,--------~- ... -- ->.---..----..•..• ------·-'1----1
f Shipp,,,·.. : COl,.i·en""_ : ~U1lJ' : n<)Bc~iptlou {mark", &0,). I We4:ht. :

1--' ------. 1--:"--··- '-:~~-I-,---~~'--, ~---~--~-----I Kil<n. :

I
·lIbstel"_ - - . - -. _.1 b1F>nuol Suarez, 22Il'J \~,;!~ k,t"l'r.ma of I",,, fish (",,(,m.te,l), I 2,2$3

Slll'Vr t:5tort;;j: t IJhl.l .....alu...i;.l&t$!).i.I{t\orl.M}Oe3("u.dol.}.8.. 1ol'unther-
1 bc()f. nhhl :non!'~ I! merc]j.andiac on bOkl.I'd. VeJ:1.8W .MHl ta.IJ;n

I ! hhl. po."k, l~~~t'- ~ II (::(lTIFtig;Ut=:tl to M.a:nnd 81~art':.z.

, fee, and "mnll !
I "Me><.! I

BijjUatllr~ uf --- ---,
VoUrotor of CU81{)m~,




