








THE HAVAXA MARKET FISHLERY OF KEY WEST. Ho3

windward of the fishing groand, in order to make another drift acress it.  Those well acquainted
kuow of places where they can Qritt several miles aud careh fish nearly the whole time. They
never anchor on these rocky banlks, for there 1% every chanee to lose an anchor.  Fishing-lines
are hard Laid eotton lines, with hooks and Jeuds of nhont the sume size as those used 1n eodfishing,
On these lines tha lead is ot the end, with the two hooks attached to it above by suoods that ave
2 or 3 feet long. Groupers are strictly Dotton fi<l, avd the Wdea is to buve the books as near the
bottom as possibie,

Baits for grouper fishivg from the smaeks engaged in the Havana market fishery are obtained
on the fishing gronuds or in the bays,  Uswadiy the grouper will tuke aoy kind of weat or fish,
and then salt pork, beel, or salt, Gish is wsed to catel cuongh fresh bait——groupers, snappers, or
sharks—i{o serve in catching the whole loud; bnr there are thnes, winter and spring generally,
when the groupers cangot be induced to tuke any batr the choicest baits.  Then the fishermen go
into some bay and ecateh a guantity of mullet, which thexy put np in barrels with brine, 1o be kept
in reserve for such times ns the groupers do not bite treely. Several other kinds of fish, snch as
the bluefish (Powmafomus salfatric), the lady-fish  (Flopy sawrws), and the jJuckfish (Curane
pisquetns) are equally as good, or perhaps befter, than the muliet, but ave not usually foand in snft.
cient quantities to be much songt.t for. Thix sulted Luit is not soaked out before leing ased, and
seems to be as readily takesn by the fish as if it were fresh.  Pieces of about 2 inches sguare are
used on each hook.

The men have to be very expert to hook the fish while drifting, and it is necessary to work
fast, for the vessel moves rapidly and the spets ave small,  The deck is kept wet, 80 that the fish
will not Le “burned,” as tho fishermen call it, or injured hy the hot deck, and the fish are thrown
on to it as fast as eaught. One of the erew, the enptivin wsually, siands by and pricks each fish
before placing it in the well. The air-bladder, or swinming-bladder, is s0 disteoded witl air on
being relieved from the pressure of water that the fish would not live in the well, but would tloat
belly up; se the fishermen have a small metallie exlinder which they throst into the Dladder from
the side, just above and a little back of the peetiral fin, wherenpon the air roshes out with a hiss
aud the relieved fish flaps into the well and swims downward, Every tish wust be “pricked,” as
this operation is called, and one of the crew does nothing clse.

XNo fish are put into the well that are cauglt in over 10 fathoma of water, as thev would not
live until the smack reached IEavaua. Fish enught in over 20 fathoms of water appear at the
surface swollen all over, eyes puslied nearly out of the Lead, and even the zeales on the sides
started and standing ereet, presenting a distressing appeasrance, to say the least. Buoeh fish will
live a day or two atter being pricked, but wust be handied very carefuily. Those trom shoal water
are guite hardy, and will live for montls in a smack's well,

The big schooners that are new in the business carry 12,000 pounds or more, and it takes a
week or two of fishing to &1 them np. When the well is so crowded that the boles in the bortomn
cannot be seen, it is calculated (Lat they bave enough. Sometimes when it becomes calm, and the
fish are not getting suflieient cirenlation, they bave to take'cut a great many fish and place them in
live cars alongside. This docs not often happen at seg, but v 6f frequent oceurrence in Key West
and Havana Barbors. For that purpose each smagck carries three or four ears, which are 8 feet long,
4 foct deep, and 4 feet wide, and made so that they can be taken apart and stowed below deck. As
goon as loaded the smacks come to Key West and clear for Havana, Their cargoes are all esti-
mated as being the same, and appear on all the manifests alike.

Arriving in Havana the smacks are assigned a place to lie in, and have to undergo many strict
formulas. Their first wish is to have the fish placed in live-cars, 8o that they will not die. A few
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days after their arrvival the purchaser comes abeard with scales and proceeds to weigh the cargo
alive, changing thew from one car to anoiher across the seales.  The vxpenses per smack in Ravana
amount to nearly £100, and the other expenses per trip from 850 to $100,

The manifests arce made oud by the party who clears the smack, gencrally the owners or agents,
then taken to the customihousc to Le vecorded and signed by the officials there. It is made out
ie the following form:

CLETARLED BY FOGARTY & JOHNBON.

Feport and maniferf of the carga laden af the port of Key Wesi, Fla., on board the dmerican schooner Mary Matiida, wheregf
IF. Taylor is master (or conductor), bound for avera, Cuba.

. i - - —
Shipprers, ! Cnnsinee. ! Nbgf_“ : Digseription {marks, &o.). ! Weight. |
| : - . :
| ! Eilos.
Muaater. . ... .| Ml Soares. .. 2262 | 20202 kilograms of live fish (estimated), j 2, U652
]

Ship-store: 4 LLL!
beof, § b flon, !
£ bLi porl, cof .
foa, and smal]l
wlotes.
i [ S
Bignature of .
Collector of Customs.,

H vuloed ot &0l orl oo esendos. HNoother
i

| merchandisc oo bourd. Vessel and caigo
comrigited lo Manuel Boares






