








46 FISHERMEN O THE UNITED STATES.

when ocenrring jn the duzkuess of night, and their boats were driven far ouf into the lake where
they vould not live, or were east npon a dangerous shore,

Fishermen are somctimes drowned in winter while fishing eu the ice, either through careless-
ness in approaching the holes which are made when retting and lanliog nets, or in venturesome
expeditions over ice (oo thin to bear their weight.,  Oue man perisbed 1hus near Baytfield, Lake
Saperfor, in 18378, and another in 1379 at the Gall Islands, at the entrance of Green Bay,

FisHING VILL.AGES.—Ad a large proportion of the fishermen live iu villages and cities whose
interest in the fisherics is of minor importance, they dwell in howses in nowise different from those
of the same class of wen engaged in other pursuits, partake of the same food and comport them-
selves in cssentially the same munner. In some loealities, however, tishing is the only important
indusiry, and in these places it is possible to trace sowme peculiarities in the clhiaracter sud sor-
ronundings of the fishermen., SBome such villages exist in Green Bay, particularly on the west
shore, north of Cedar River. The fishermen dwelling here, as a rule, are well fitted for their oceu-
pation, temperate and jndustriouns.  The gaing of muny, however, for the past five years, hitve been
hardly sulficient to support them, fish having been scaree and prices low. Their houses, which are
bharely eomfortable, are always Dbuilt near the fishery, ¢lose to the beaeh. A few have cleared
fields of eongiderable extent around their dwellings, but the majoriiy have titled only snfficient
fand on which to raise potatoes and some other vegetables, A few miles north of Menominee the
road lerminates northward, and the only communication by land between the villages ix by an
imperfeetly marked irail leading throngh au almosi impenetrable pine forest. Communieation
with the ovtside world ix carried on entirely by water. The Menominee dealers send boats along
the shore every day during the height of the season and gather up such fresh fish as the fisher-
nren may huve for sale.  They stop at every fisliery and the fishermen bring cut their fish in the
poand boats,  The fish are weighed and the dealers give receipts stating the munber of pounds,
Lhe kind, and price, and at the next trip bring the requisite amoont of money. At these times the
fisherwen send to town for whatever supplies they need, receiving them at the next visit of the
dealers’ boats,

At Green Bay City and the southern end of Green Bay generally, many fishermen are well-to-
do and several in very good efrcomstances.  Some others, as one might expect, on account, of the
variety of nationalities, are shiftless, and seem to have little tact in providing for their families.
Ib many cages their gains are sufficiently large to enable them to live well if they but used judg-
ment in expending them. Nearly all the fishermen are land-owners 4o some extent, several pos-
sessivg valuuble farms in addition to their fisheries.

At Two Rivers, situated on the west shore of Lake Michigan, on the Green Bay peninsula, the
fishing populution—nearly all French-Canadians—Ilive in one locality at the month of the two
rvivers, forming quite a colony, known in the vicinity as ¢ Canada” The men are apt to be
extravagant during profitable seasons, taking little thought for the future. It has been stated
that, us a cluss, the fishermen of this loeality were formerly quite intemperate, but recently #
decided iinprovement. hag tuken place in this respeet.

In the vieinity of the Straits of Mackinac the fishermen are of all grades, nationalities, and
eonditions.  The least industrious, perbaps, are the French gill-netters. Aboot twe-thirds of them
burely suceeed in gaining a livelihood. They sometimes allow their nets o remain in the water
for several weeke untonched, the fish canght in them becoming putrid, During seasons of plenty
tliese, us well as some in other localities, are apt to indulge in extravagant living and comparative
idleuess, returning when their means are expended, to activity and humble living,

The fishermen of Huron are generally considered a better class of men than the Lake Erie



NATIONALITY AND GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS. 47

fisherien,  The twajority have entered the fishing business of a moature age and are less veekloss
and iprovident and more cnergetic and hardworking than in some other lecalities, Fishing i
not now prosecuted on Snnday as it formerly was in this vieinity,

OREDIT 8YsTEML—The system of credit, uutil recently in operation in many of the fishiog
towns, had a demoralizing eflect among the fishermen aml led o general finaneial disaster among
the gut-fitters.  li was customary for the capitalists to furnish the fishermen with outfits and
provisions on credit and take pay in the fish caoght. Thix system enconrnged the fisherinen
to contract large debts, and to live extravagontly, while they countinnully looked forward {o the
time when the capture of tabulous guantities of fish should relicve them of their indebieduess,
The out-fitters, on the other hand, discovered in the course of time Uit the valne of the fish canght,
way frequently less than that of the outfits they furnished, and while ont of ¢hurity for the fisher-
men, who were depsndent upon them, or for lack of the knowledge pecessary to establish a Detter
system, they continued to give unlimited credil, many became involved in financial difficulties
which resulted in utter ruin. At present, however, except in a few localities, dealers wilt not take
nneanght fish in security, and finunces are in @ betier condition.

FINANCIAL PROFITS.—If in alinost impoessible to gather any information in regard to too
tinancial profits of individnal fishermen, except of those who receive salarvies.  In many loealities
fishing is thonght to he becoming less and less profivable every year, while in others the profits are
considered to e larger than formerty. The opinions expressed, however, nre baged so kogely
upel the suecess or fuilnre of the individnals furnishing them, rather tian apon an average of the
profits of all the fisheries of any given locality, that they must be taken with allowance.  Move-
over, &0 few statements of the value of the lake fisheries Lave been published in past years that
there is nothing with which to compare the fignres obtained for the present report. It must be
ttie work of the next eensus to make snch comparisons and to determine whether the lake fisheries
are increasing or decreasing in importauce and profitableness.  More in regard to this sabjeet will
be found in the section of this feport which treats of the metheds of the fisheries.





