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FROM NOTES BY LUnWIG KUMLIEJ>.

NATlONALITIES.-Vcry llla~IY natiollaIi ties arc represented aillong t.he fishermen of t.lJe Great
Lakes, nor is the diYerllity of origin confined to the tisherJlH'Il alone, for Jllan~· of He owners and

managers of the fisheries are (>f foreign hirth. Next to tlll' IHttin' Amcl'ieans, Geflnam~ and Cana­

aian·French pn·dollliuutt>. The SeandillllYiaJI Ilatiol!$ are also well represellted. III S(lIllC loealitips1

particularly at the west ellll of Luke Superior amI ill the vicinity of Sault de Ste. Marie, the Straits
of Mackinac, ami Sa,ginaw Ilfl,~·, Ulauy l~un', aIHI half-breed IJl(lians anl ')lllJlloYl~d. At Sault .1(\

Ste. Marie, Imlialls arc the }lrillcillul th;lIeruwll. III the majority of tlll' tOWllS the uatioualities are

vcr:,:' much mixed. A eatalog1H~ would indude Americans, Bnglish, Fnmell, G-t'fmallO<, NorwegialJs,

Swerl"s, Russialls, Pole~, Be1l!imlS, Swiss, Dnteh, Irish, and IndlHlls. At tlll' ea:st end of Lake

Ontario, Lowen,j', all are eitlJ(~r AmerieHnf', or Ualladiall·Ji'rcneh. In Green 13a;y the 8wedec; all;]

N orwegia us arfl Miid to bt; the Jll ost sueeessful ll;;;l!errllcll. ·W ith the Iu dhtnfl, fislJ i IIg i8, of {,(lUJ'f'l',

all hcreditar.y l'l'()fpsf>ioll, IHwded (10Wll from father 10 0:011. 'fhe WCHt€l'll portion of tIw lake

region hail beeu so recentl.v settled, and by /,\0 mall .... II ifferellt dasses lind natioualities, that ii, io.;

llighly probable that the father" awl graudfat.her<l of the llJajorlt;\' of the prescnt fisherme!l wm't'
I',ugaged in other occupatious. On the 1\'(\",t ghore of Lake :MichigHll, howeYcr, especially hpf,w('('!l

Porte am; :Mortes and 1\!anito'l'{oc, among the Frcnch-Canadiall<t fishiug: is hcrpdihH·Y. 'file hoys
begin to assist while yet llIert' d.lildren, and naturally beeome expert l>na.1l1J(-H and skillful

fi.."bermen. The fishermen at tlw cast enu of Lfl,ke Ontario/ about, Chaulllont, Saehett'i'; Harlwr,

and Heud.lfson !la.y, are said to lHI:n\ eorne ol'igillalI~' frOD! UOllllecticnt., where they had bel'll !ish·

ermell, anu were the fir8t to illtrodllCe IJ(Jllud awl traIl Hels.
IlEAL'.'H.-As a class the fh;berlllen are fltrong aud I'ohust, and well 8uill',d for their occupation.

Fi:-;hillg is considered a healthful pursuit in all respects, and, aside from t,lu' disaI>terll caused by

"Ionus, cOlldllcive to Ion g('.vit';j". Yery many of tIw better class of fisherm en are married, an d in

IlnlIll~rom. instanee:-; favored with remarkably large families.
DJSAf'l'l'lmf3.-'l'h('. sUlldell and violent storms whieh visit the lakes, particularJ.y ill fall, vause

many l:1(\r1ou8 disastflrH, resulting frequclltly ill los8 of life. The Illlll!l>er of 10SSI';;, ltowevf'I', i,o.;

!iInaller than oue would suppose at first thought" for it, must. lib takl'll into ('..oJl"id~I'a.tion that the

fishermen are expert seamen, amI calltit'u" withal, and tlmt as a rule their huat" are staueh and
seaworthy. During the last decade onI:,:' abont p.event;j··flve from all the lake to'wIlf~ have been

drowned. The ueayiest. los!:'es have occurred at Saint Jmmpll., near tbt\ head of Lake lIlichigan.

On t.he 29th of April, lS1.''i, eleVf'1l boah. were fishing far from shore, a light wind hlowing from

the Dortheast. Suddenly it yoorod to the northwest, and a violent squall struck HIe flel1t. Some of

the boats were returning homeward with all canvas up, and were unable to drop thl'ir Rails hefore

the storm struck them. Four w~nt down, carrying with tlwm eleyen fishermen. Few of tile fleet

real\hed shore in safety; Aome were driven upon the beach, many miles from t.heir harhor, ami
nearly aU sustainell some illjuIJ', besides the loss of nets, and !m.ils and other parts of apparatus
and rigging. From 1869 to 1876 twent.r·one liyea were lost in all. Thest\ disaster!>, togethel: with

the scarcity of fish and low priccl:!, have discouraged many fishermen ill tbis loeality, and they !.lave

left fishing to follow other occupations.
At Milwaukee as many as twenty fishermen have perislJed within If; yean;. They \'V,'re

accustomed to visit fishing grounds distant from fifteen to forty miles from shore, ill boats, fre­
quently remaining two days and nights. The sudden storms oftentimes bewildered them, especially
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wlu~rl cwen rrillg' ill the (larkueols of Hight" and their boatl::! were driven far out into the lake where

tlwy could not lin', or were cast lIpon a dangerous shore,
Fi,dllTIIlCJI an' sOllll'times dnlwllPd in "iuter while tisL iug ou tlw iee, eillwr tI.JI'OUgl.l careless­

lie"" ill apl'i'o:whijlJ; tll!' hole:;; wllich nrr llIade wlH'H t"ettiIJg' Hln]' hauliug lids, or in venturesome
t~Xlwditiollt'i on~r icc too thill to lleur Hwir weight, Olle mUll perililJel11l1U8 Ileal' B'l)'field, Lake
SUjlerior, ill 18,8, alill another ill ];-;,11 at tile GllllIslaml:;;, at the t'ntr;lIW(1 or Orrell Buy,

FnSHI"u "II.LAG,,:<;,-A i; a latge pl'OportiOli of th!:> fi~LerlllelJ live ill villagef; and cities whose

interest ill the ti"lwrk:;; is of minor importam:e, the~y dwell in houses in nowise ditren'llt from those
of the S:lIllf~ class of mell engaged in ot.h(T p\lrsuits, partake of the same food and comport them­

"el"eo: in ",<f;clltinlly Ow i'nml' maUller. In f;ome localiti~,s, however, titlhing is the only importalJl:
itldns(I',\-, alld ill tiles.' plncel:\ it ifl possible to trace some pecllliaritics in the character <llld slIr­

l'Olllldil!~s of the fisl.tel'men, Some such villages exis!; in Greim Bay, llartlfmlarly 011 the west
shore, north of Cedar ]{.iH'I', 'I'lli.' fishNfilCIl (IWf'lling hNe, as fl. I'ule, are well fitted for their oecll­

1,al ion, tf)mpl~rate and intllll;triolls. 'l'he gailJB of many, however, fot' tIle past fi Ye "'ear,,,, have been
Iiardly i;ulli';ient to support them, .llsli lmvlIJg beell scarC'j and prices low. Thl'lr houses, wbieh are
hard,\' (~omfortahle, aTe alwa:\'s huilt ne:tr the fislJery, dose to tbe beach. A fllW lJa·ve cleared
tiehls llf considerable extent arOU[H} their dwellings, lint t.he mujorH y have tilled onl.r ISl1ffieient

htlHI on whidJ to raise pot.atoes and some ot.ber Yegt\tahles. A few milt'S north of l\Ienominee tlw

mnlI lermi nutl's north ward, amI the only eommulliearion hy liJnll hetween t.he villages tIS hy an
impelfeetly IJlarke(j trail leading through all almost imp(metraule pine forelSt, COillmunication

\dth the Hnt-sid!' world ii< earried 011 eutjrel~- hJ' water. Tlie Menominee dealer!' send boats along

the shon' ('-\,pry day during tll(' ht'igbt of tllP l'eUSOIJ ;Llld goa tlwr U}I SHell fresh filSh alS the fisher­
luen Ina)' lnt\'(, ill}' !'iale. 'I'Ill',\' !Stop at eycr;y fh;ller,v and the lh;hernwll In'iug out, tlJeir fish in the

pomul boati', Tlw u:-:lt are weiglled and the dealer" give receillts ..tating the lllllllher of pounds,
tlie kiwl, alltl price, and at th(', llext trip bring lUll requi8ite amount of money. At tbese times the

:tisherillell "end to town for wuateyer supplies the~' need, receiving them Itt, t.Le Ilext visit of tbe
dea.lcrs' boati'.

At Ureen Bay City and the 81mthcrn end of Grecn Bay generally, many fishermen UJ'C well-to­
flo amI Heveral in very good circumstanceH. SOllie others, us one Illigbt (>,Xpl'ct, all UCOOUllt of tbe
variet.,\' of nationalitieH, are shiftless, alld seem to uave little tact, ill providing for their families.

LI mauy ca"es their gainH arc sufficiently large to enable them to live well if they but used judg·
went in eXllentlillg them. Nearl,}' all tbe fishermen are land-owners io som(l extent, Heveral pos­
liIel;siug valuable farms in addit.ivn to their fisheries.

At. Two RivCI'$, situated on the west shore of Lake Michigan, 011 the Green BllY peninsula, the
ti.o;hing poPUllttillll-nearl,,· all Frcnch·Uunadiuns-live in one locality at the mouth of the two

riverf;, fOl'IlIin/,r quite a eolon)', known ill tbe vicinity as "Canada." The men are apt to he

extru\'ag'allt during profitable s('asons, taking little thought for the future. It has heen stated

that, (I'; a t:hlf;~, the fishermen of this localit..y were formed:,' quite intem!lerate, but reoontlya
deci(led improvement has tulwn place ill this resIlect.

In t.h(\ Yicinity of the Straits of Mackinac the fishermen a,ro of all grade&, nationalities, and

conditions. 'rh(~ leu!lt induRtrious, perhaps, are the French gill-netterB. About two-thirds of them

har(~ly ~ucceed in gaining a Iiv'elibood. They sometimes allow their nets to remain in the wat.er

for seveml weeks untolwhed, Ih" fi$1l mmght in them becoming putrid. During seasons of plenty
t.llesl:', a-t> wdl as some ill other localities, are apt to indulge in extxavagl1nt hYing and comparative

idh'ueHs, retnrning wh(',n their means are expended, to activity and bumble living.

The fishermen of Huron arc generally considered a better elMS of men than the Lake Erie
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li;;hl'l'l\)t~ll, Tlw majOl'lt:f hllst' enteretl tb:~" 1ls11i.ng bl1sine-S1l at a matnre ~ge ami ,II'\:' lei;,; 1'd.~I;.\~lM

a1l(1 imjJrovicll'llt and mon, energetic and hardworkin;!. than in sonw ot,her 10ca.Iitil:'l>. Fishing- is

not uow 1JI'oSI'tlth',i on 8nnda;r ;IS it f(.rlllel'l~' was ill this vicinity.

CREDIT SYS'J.'EJl.-Tlw "yst'~1ll of credit, ulltil n'ti'lltly ill operal iou in llHllI,Y of till' ti"lling

10\\'11>;, llad a demoralizillg dleet arnOllg tIle fi"h"I'llll'll ami Inl to I-:tmeraJ fillalleial di"a"t"r IHllOlIg"

tLe out· fitters. It was eu"toUlaI'y for Ih(, e1lpitali"tJ,; to fUJ'Ilii;h the fisherlllt'JI wilh outfits a1l(1

lll'OYisioJH> on credit am] til ke pay ill tile /ish eaught. This "p;tem elJ(~OIll';I!-':,'(~il tlle tishermen

to t,llltraet large debt..., aud to live cxtranlg:mtl,\\ "lli1;' they eOlltinually 100ket1 fm'wanl to t,LI~

ti IlU' whell the eaptuI'l.l of fahlllou~ qUaIltiti(·s of lbh sLl.Ould relit',,!, t ilPlll of tht'ir irlllebteullPsi;.

'i'lw ollt·fittenl, Oil t.lw otLer haml, disenveretl iu tim (JOIIrSI' nf ti me thaI tlw ntillt' (If t hI' fi,.;h "ang'ht,

WilH frequently k~s th;J.n that. of trw Olilfits tll('~' fllrlli,.;lled, and w/;i11', ont or charity jin' t1w. fj"l!er.

men, who Wt'Te tlejJuntlcut npoll tl10m, or fhr laek of the knowleu;:::p Ill'e" ...sal'y to (,iilahlislJ a, hetter

,.;ystem, thp~' eontinul'd t,(] gi \'I' lI11liJuited cl't'diL, Ill:l,ny hl'came involn'd in 11naueia I II if1i(m!ties

which l'esultt'd ill utter ruin. .At, pn~:,;(~nt, liU"YH\r, exeept ill a few localities, dealer.~ will not takl'

lllleaught fisL in >;eeurity, and finances are in a lwHel' eOllditioll.

FINANCIAL I'H.Ol<'ITH.-H is a lmo.~t imjJossilJlt' to gatlwr any inforllJation in regard to tue

limHlCial proJitf; of iudiviilnal {isIWTIlH'lll exeppl of those who I"(~t:pi\'(' salarip.... III lJl(mr localities

Ilshing ii'; tllOtJ~ht 1.0 lw lw('muillg lef;s ami less profitable evcry .year, while in otherI'! the prtJlit" are

eotlsidered to he lal'gto'l' tLmu fOI'wt,rly. 'I'll(' opini(.ns I'xpressed, 11OWl'VI'r, llrt, hru;ed ,,0 largel,Y

1111011 till' SUl:m~ss or failnre of the iUllivilllwls [ul'nisltillg' UJeJD, rathel' than Ill)on ;111 average of till'

profits of all tlw fishcrit'.~ of ally ~iV(\fl loealil,y, thllt the,\' lllllst be taken wit.L allowaIw,'. ':\{(lH'­

m'er, flO few statemellts of the nJ.lllt' of the lake iislleries have. been JlU1;li.shed ill past yean; that

t,herc is llothing with which ttl ('()lIlpare the figure" ohtaim'd for tlle preSt'll1: l'eport. It HlUt:lt he

the work of t.he next eellsm~ to make !5ueh comparisons and to cletermine whetLer the 1<11,e fisheries

am increasing [II' deereasillg ill importuuce Hud profi1:<lblt~lle::;s. More ill regard 1,0 this subject will

be found jll the section of thill report which treats of the methcds of the fisheries.




