








EXPLANATION O CHARTS. XVIL

XIX. The Gully is a celebraied halibut region. It exiends from 58¢ 52’ to HOC 57 west longitude, and from
44° 04’ to 44° 27 porth latitnde. In ite southern part, between 44° 04° and 44° 10 nporth latitude, there is
Joeated a small but important bank, deseribed below. Tho erosses in the western part of the Gully, numbered XIX,
indicale lacalities where halibnt were fouud in abupdanes from 1574 to 1576, inclusive. The olher crosses all refer to
large catches of halibut made from 1877 to 187 D, inclasive. In the three years last mentioned, enormous quantitics
of halibut were taken from this region, and to such an oxtent were its resources exhansied therchy that
in the tivee er four years immediately following 1579 halibut were exceedingly scaree in the Gally, and daring
some seasobs the fishing was quite unprofitable. In 1584-1885, however, a fow good fares were dbtained. The
small bank in the southern part of the Gully, above menticued, is separated from Bapquercau aud Sablo Tsland
Baok by narrow gullies, aliout 150 fathoms deep, the average depih of water upon the bank itself being about
180 fathoms, and the bottom consisfing of coarse pebbles, gravel, and stonea, Toward the nerthward the water
decpens to 150 fathems, anid toward the seath the bottom rapidly falls off to depths of 500 or 600 fathoms. Fishing
was carried on in the Gully some years before the bunk was discovered, and as it had never been sarveyed or
plottad on the charts, the fishermen supposed its position was occapied by decp water. It was probably first noticed
about 1877, and during a few subsequent years exceeldingly grod halibut fishing was obtained along its soutlern
edge; but the fish are much Jess abandant now than they wera in {lie beginning.

Ranguereanw.—The cod olbtained on this bank are, as o rule, small, and it is not as much resorted to now as formerly
Ly fishormen from the United States. A limited number of hand-lire deory fishermen and a few trawlers comprise the
American fleet of cod fishermen. Freneh vessels, using trawls, fish extensively on the bank north of 44° 30" north
latitude, Lot are seldom seen fartler south. This bank is colebrated for its valuable balibut fisheries, which securin
the decper water along the edgea. The most noted of these are the ' Southwest Prong™ and the deep platean off the
enstern end.

XX. The first dedp-water halibut canght on the Bouthwest Proug were taken in {his position in 1576. The other
crosaes indicate where large catches were made from 1876 to 1879, inclusive.

XXI. Nearly 500,000 pounds of halibut were 1aken in this position, ou a spot not more than one mile square, in
the sumtmer of 1878,

XXII This lecality, called the ©“Btono Fence” by the fishcrmen, is noted for the great abundanee of corals grow-
ing on the ottom. On the Stone Fonce and immediately to the norih of it, many large fares of halibut bave been
caught in depths of 150 to 230 fathoma, This locality Las shown less signs of hecoming depleted than any other
I¥ing $o the west of it.

XXIIT. Halibut wers abnundant at this place in April, 1579, and several good fares were obtsineil.

Misaine Bank.—Bcarcely anything Lus heen known respecting the fisheries of this bank, and it has generally been
regarded by the fishermen as comparatively barren grouad. In the summer of 1833, the U. 8. Fish Commission
steamer Albatross, while engaged in explorations in this region, made a sevies of trisls with hand-lines acrosa the bank
from its eastern to its western edge, and found cod fully ss abundant ae on any of the adjacent fishing grounds, and
of as lurge size and good guality &4 are taken on Banquerean.

CHART NO, 5,—THE TISRING GROUNDS OF THE GULF OF BAINT LAWRENCE,

I. The first halibut taken on the const of Anticosti Taland were eanght in this vicinity in 1869,

I1, On this eoast, betweon 619 and 629 west longitude, halibut were sometimes moderately abundant, cloas in
shore, in the summer season prior 10 1875, Since then no important catches bave been made.

1. In the immediate vicinity of Red Island the fishing schooner Ocean Belle made a fare of 80,000 pounds of
halibut ju the sammer of 1870. As explained in the text, howaver, this region is controlled by the Freuch, and is not
now resoried to by United 8tates vessels.

1V. Moderately large fares of halibat ware phiained at the Bay of Islands by American vessels in 1872 and 1874,
but nething of importancs has been done sineo then. ’

V. The ﬁrst_cateh of halibat st Green Point was mads in J one, 1871, by the schooner William ‘T, Merchaut, and
in June and Jaly of 1878 and 1679 severa] very large fares were obtained at the same place.

VI. Afewsmall fares of halibut were obtained in the suyamer season abont Bryon Island and on the shoal between
the jslund and Bird Rocks. This region, however, has never been an important one for any of the Gulf fisheries.

_ VII. The area inclosed in the dotted line is the se-called ¥ Flint Ieland Halibut Ground,” on which fares of hati-
lint were obtained from 1861 {o 1B75, eapecially during the months of May and June, Bince the latter date, however,
this gronnd has been Ppracticslly abandoned by the balibut fishermen.,

VIL. In 1861 the schooner Centre Point obtained a fare of $0,000 pounds of halibut in the narrow strait between
Beatari-Tsland and (ape Breton, This is supposed to be the firat fare of halibnt taken in this vicinity.



XVIIX EXPLANATION OF CHARTS,

IX. Iu this loeality the schoouer Car] Schurz socured a fare of 90,000 pounds of halibut in April and May, 1879,
Many other good fares have been taken in the same place, and also a short distance to the northweatward, in the
winter and spring.

X. A fare of halibut was taken &t this place by the schooner Centennial in May, 1878,

X1 A fare of 100,000 pounds of halibut Ly the schooner M, H. Perkins in May, 1872,

X1I. Miguelon Beaeh halibut grounds. Halibut were very abundant here in the snmmer from 1868 to 1870, hut
bave heen scarce since then.

XITI. Pass Island Lalibut gronnds. Fish were very abundant for two or three seasons, from 1870 to 1672, over
an ares not exceelding three milos across, und with a depth of alont 160 fathems. Mavy good fares were obtained,
but the fish have been scarce since 1872, .

XIV. Between 1863 and 1870 many halibut were eanght on the northern part of Bank Sf, Pierre, within and

acar the dotted line.





