




XVI EXPLANATION OJ<' CHART

XXXVIII, XXXIX. Good cod fi8hing with capelin bait, Jun~, 1!l79.

XL. GllOd cod fiailing with squid bait iu AngllBt nnd Septcmber, 1879. The inclOlied area north of thia grollDd

furnisher! an ahlln(]nnce of cod in Jul.\', 187tl, when squid bait WllS used.

Darren !,.roll.nd.-Good farea of cod Lavo h"en ')("'~a8ionally report{'d from this aT!'ll, bnt we have not ~n able to

ol>tain any reliahle infurmation re"pccting thClll.

CHART No. 4.-THE l;'l~IIlKG BANKS OFF TIm COAST OF NO\'A SCOTIA.

Se41 leland Groulld.-·This grouw..l i~ UOW ,;,hid!.r valned for lh,~ cod fishery whieh it nfford~ from th~ firat of May

to October of each yN..r. It, is mostly resorted to by a large JJeet of "essels hailing from porls in the vicinity of Cape

Sablo, Nova Scotia, and commonly called the" Cnpo Fishermen." These vessele spcnd most of the season fishing on

this ground. A few l;lIited States vesscls, fishing with hsn'l,lines, freql1ently resort to it, and it was formerly a

favorit" locality fur halibUt., but is not at present.

I. Iblibut were found in ahundancc at this place for a few days in June, 187B,

II. ll.l this pOHition, olf the nQrthwestern part of George'll Bank, in depths of 110 to 160 fathoms, man~' good fares

of halibut were obtaiaed by llantl~line fishermen"in 1876 and 1877.

III. The schooncr Allee G, '\Vouson made good farca of IlaJihut in this ~ieinit~·, in depthll of 160 to 200 fathoms,

during l!lI'i'crs.l Buccc\\lli,'e yean. p~eding1&\0. The l'r~'''alel\-;:eof IItrong tiueI:I and the frequent l'Bortiug Bond 10BII of

trawl-Uuf/s by their l>ecomilJg entangled in thi'large tree corals, raragorgia arbQr{a !lud l'rimllQa reBeda, which Ilre

nnmerOllB on the bottom, have detcrred others from fiBhing here, and no satisfactory results have been obtained by
•other ,'e8l!ele.

IV. In the fall of 1877, halibut were n\mndant along the region indicateu l,y this Gottcd line, to the westward of

Le Have Dank, but ~inco then thor haovo been scarce. Tho cr<mses at the eastern end of the line indicate p"",ition~

wher~1arg6 flli'es of ha.libnt were obtained frow 1877 to 1d79. At the easternmost positioD, the schooner Julia Wood

-eaugh t 80,000 POUllUS of llalibut in DecemlJer, 1877. Th" dl'pths fished in vaI'j' from 100 to 400 fathoms.

Sable Island Bank.-Tile Pot Ground, also called the" Tongue Ground," fWID its fancied resemblance to a tonJl:ue,

is frequently an excellent locality for cod fisiling iu AI>ri! and May, Since 1880, good fares of cod have been caught in

depths of 60 to 90 fatlWtnB on tbe *,dg6 of the bank, BE. l,y B. to ESE. from the eastern light of Sab](l bland. Prom

1852 to 18,J certain localitic.~on Sable hlaud Bank, in dCI>tbs of 30 to 60 fathoms, were mnch resorted to by the halibut

iishennen, and since t.he diBcover~- of tho doep-water fisheries, in 1875--'76, many excellent fa.res baYe been obtained on

the" fall off" of tbe bank a.long j ts 90utllt,rn and eaat-6I'l1 edges.

V. Thill locality, On the eastern lJ3rt of Bahle Island Bank, was 11 favorite winter halibut ground from 1852 to

1873. It was fiBhed on in the winter as 1atn as 1m, bUL good fares have seldom, if ever, been taken since 1873.

VI. Se,:eral good farM of halibut taken h"tweea 1853 lOud 18GS.

VII. Good halibut ground in 1&>2.

VIII. Good fa.re~ of halibut obtaillt:ld between 1&>3 and H173.

IX. Good halibut JiijIJing at intervals from 1853 to 11>70. Th" ~ehoonerWi1lialllT.Merchant obtaiu<.Jd a large fare

her!' in F<.Jbruary, 1868.

X. One faro of halibut bas heen taken on this Ilteep inclille, which slopes rapidly from 150 to 400 fathomll.

XI. The cross indicates a loeality where nlany r:ncllent fares of halibnt wero taken from 18'77 to 187V, IUc1nsive,

in dopths of If>O to 300 faj,hom~.

XII. OUll of tho 1"'Bt deep-water halihut grounds on 8"hl<: IslalJd BRUI,. M"ny good fare~ have be"'ll obtained;

0", bottoIll ia covered with bush and tree corals.

XIII. The 6<;hoom'r Howard canglJt 45,000 !lQ1l!Hls oflmlilmt lot t.bia pl.we ill eight days, in Allgnst, IB77.

Xl". Good fares of halibut taken in GO fathoma, in 18;:;3.

X Y. Jn tb is pOlli lion, in J ttl)-, 1877, tho 6Cboouer \Villiam Thompson obtained a fare of Ioo,COO ponnda of hallou t,
and th" schooner Howard, fishing only si x days, a ~r'" of 82,000 ponnds, in depths of 125 to 200 fathoms. Many other

good fare~ 1....n'" be"n takl'll in tbis vicinity at different lICasons, and the ..tlgc of the bank, ov..r a distance of more

than 60 milcs, was a filoyorite loe:~lity for halihut np to the close of 1879.

XVI. Position wbero tbe type specimen of the gold.banded bn8h cornl, CrraiohiJ Qrllafa,waB taken iu 1~8. fhia

ia one of l,he mOBt rare and beantifl11 of tbe !Itlveral sl>ecics of.corals obtained on. the iil~hlng ground8 by tbe GlonCC'llwr

fishing 8Gbooners.

XVII. Good farea of halibut obtaiued by the aehooner Gertie E. Fost.er, in 1875-'76.

XVIII. Good {aI'6/! of h$libut taken in depths of .0 to 50 futhoma, frmn J8.')3 to 1855, iucltmY6.



RXPLAKATION OF CHARTS. XVI[

XIX. The Gully i~ a celebrated halibut region. It e:dends frOUl 5SC f>t!' to a!P 57' west lon/.,titnde, Gud from

440 04' to 440 27' nortb latitude. In its Bouthern IHHt, bl,tween 44° O,t' and 44P lOt north latitude, there is

IDeated a snlllll but import.ant bank, dewrilJed l,elow. 'tho croElSes ill the western part of the Gnll" numbered XIX,
iudi"ate localities whore halihntwere foulld in abulldallee from 1874 to 1876, inclusive. The othcr cro~es all refer to

lal'ge cat.ches of halihut mad" from 1877 to 187!J, iuclusive. In th.... three years last m~lUtioned, enonnous quantities
of halibnt were taken fNUl t,his region, and to snch an extent Wf>re its resonrces exhausted I.1wreby that

in tb" tlIree or four ye,uTs immediately following IB7D halibut were exceedingly scareo in the Gully, and duriTlg

!Wme seasons the fishing was qnite unprofitablc. In li?B4-18tl5, bowever, a few good ftlr~~ were obtaiu(>d. The

small bank iu the lIOutberu part of the Gnlly, above mentioued, is Bepnated from B&nqncreau and 811.1)10 Island

Bank by narrow gullies, about 150 fatholDll deep, tllA a\-erage ..h'plll of water upon the bank i!,aelf being about

100 fathome, and the bottom coneisting of coarse pebble!!, gmvel, an,I etonea. Toward the nortuward tIl{' watel

decpeUl; to 150 fathomB, Anfi towllo-rd the suuth the hott<)ffi rapidl~· falls off to deptbs of 500 or GOO fathoms. Fishing

was carried on in the Gully eome years before the uauk waa lliscovered, and as it had never heen snrveyed or

plottllli on the charts, the fiehurmen supposed its position wall oncnpjcd by doer water. It was probably first noticed

ahout 1871, and during a few SUbsequent. years exeeellingly good halibut fhhiug Wa<l obtaiued along its lWuthern

..dge; bllt the fiah are much Je.ss abundant now thnn the.y were iu the beginning.

Ballq~Ma.-Tll"co<l obtained on this bank are, as a rule, llmall, and it is not a-~ much re~orted t.o now as fonnerly

loy Jishflrtllen from the "l'nited States. A limite,] n nmber of hand-line dory fish..rm~·n llnd & few trawl<:'rs comprise the

American fl",ot of cod fisherm",u. French vessel~, nsing trawls, full extensively on t1e bank north of 44° 30' nort,h

latitude, bllt are seldom seen farther 8Outh. 'fhis ballk ie celebrated fOl.' its valna],I" halibut fisheries, which occur in

the deeper water along the edges. The most. noted of these at" the" Routhwest. Prong" and the deep plateau off the
eastern end.

XX. Tho first deep-water llalibut eanght on the Southwest, Prong were takeTI in this position in Itl76. The other

(,rosees inrlicate wbere large catches wcre mnde froln 1876 to Itl79, inclusive.

XXI. Nearly 500,000 P0110ds of halibut wer... faken in tllis llOsition, Oll a spot !lot more than ono mile sqnare, in
the summer of 1879.

XXII. This locality, called the" St<lno Fellce" b~' the fishermen, in noted for the great abundance of corale grow­
ing 011 the bottom. On the Stone F'~nce and immp,..liately tn the llorth of it, many large fares of halibut IJlloVe beeu

caught in depthe of 150 to 230 fathoms. Thie localit.y Ililn shown less signs of l,..comhlg depleted than auy otber
I.ving to tbe west of it.

XXIII. Halibut were abundant at this place in April, 1879, mId several good fares wem ohtainell.

.MiiaiJ~Bank.-Scarcely an~'thillg1M been known respecting the fisheri..,s of Ihis hank, and it, lias generally been

regarded by the fishermen all comparatively barren ground. III the summer of 1885, the U. S. FliIh Commi~ion

llteamer Albatroell, while engaged in explorations in this regiml, made a series of trial", with hand-lines MrOi!a the ha.nk

from its eastern to its west.ern edge, and found cod fully aB abundant as on any of the alljacent fishing groo.ndll, and
of as large size and good quality Il.II are taken on Banqu6-rean.

CHART No. 5.-THE FISHING GROUNDS m- TilE GULF 011' S.HKT LAWIlJi;NCE_

I. The first ha11bnt taken On the coast of Anticoeti Island were cll.nght in thi", vicinity in 1869.

n. On thia coaat, betwMu 61" and 62" weet· longitnde, halibut were sometimes mode-rl1.tely ahnndant, elooo in
sLore, in the summer SCMon prior to IB75. Since then no important catches baNe l,een made.

III. In the immediate vicinity of Red Island the fishing echooner Ocean Belle made & fa.re of 8(1,000 pounde of

halibut in the Bummer of 1870. All explained in the text, however, thill region is controlled by tho French, and ill not
now rellOrted w by United Statell veSlleIB.

IV. Moderately large fares of halibnt W'6I'6 pbtained at the Bay of Islll.nds by American vessels in 1872 and 1874,
bnt nothing of importallee bas boon done sinc.e then.

V. The firBtCAtcl1 of halihut 6ll Greeu Point was made in Jnne, 1871, by the achooner William 'f. M\\l'chnut, lI.uf1
in J un", and .Tnly or 1878 II.nd 1879 lleveral very large fares were obtained at thc Sll.me pllWo.

VI. A f611' lIlIlall fares of halibut were obmined in the slimmer SeOllon ahont. Bryon Island and on the sbolill between

the i~htnd &Ild Bird Rock".. Thi6 region, however, h8!l Dover oeen au important ·oDe for any of the Gulffi~lleries.
VI!. The area inclOlled in the dotted line i. thfl so-called" Flint Illland Halibut Ground," on which fares of hali­

Vllt WlIre obtained from 1861 to 1875, especially during the months of May and Jnne. Since the lattoCr date, however,
tbill gronnd h88 boon pmct1ca11y abandoned by the halibut fishermen.

VnI. In 1861 the llClhooner Centre Point obtained a fare of 00,000 ponnm of halibut in the narrow !!trait betwOO1l

&aWi· Island and Cape Breton. Thill is euppoBed to be the fi~t fare of halibut tlt,ken in thill vicinity.



XVIII EXPLA.NATION OF OHAWrS.

IX. In tl:li~ locality tLl) ~hoouer Car! Schllr~ ~curcd a farn of oa,(J(J(J pounds of halibut in Apdl and MIIoY, 181U.

Man~' otllcr good fare~ Ilave been taken in the same pl aeo, UD(I alao a sbort distaD cc to tile northwestward, ill the

winter and ~priug.

X. A fare of halibut was tak/'D at tills "lac" I,y ti,(, selJOo)]er ContenJ)i:~l in May,'I87S.

XI. A fare of 100.000 pounds of halibnt by the Bchooner M. H. Perkins in May, 1879.

XlI. Ui<jllcloll Beach halibut grounus. HaliblH were very abnndant, here in tile summer from 1868 to 1870, hut

baYfl been 8Carce alneo thell.

XIII. PWOll lsland halibut grounds. Fi.~h ""ere very abundant. for two or three season., from 1870 to 1872, over

;>1) area- not cKcecdiug three milos acro••, und with a depth of a,lJonL 1£0 fathoms. Many good farea were obtained,

but tho fiah havo been scarce since IS72.

XIV. Between 1865 and 1870 muny halibut were llllought on the north~rn part of llunk 8t. Pierre, within and

nloar the dotted line.




