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Since 1865 the fisheries have greatly increased in extent and value, chiefly due to improved
methods of preservation of products and means of transportation.

The fisheries of the New England States are the most important. They engage 37,043 men,
2,066 vessels, and 14,787 boats, amI yield products to the value of $14~270,393. In this district the
principal fishing ports, in order of importance, are: Gloucester, Portland, Boston, Provincetown,
and New Bedford, the latter being the center of the whale fishery. New England was settled in
1620 by colonists chiefly from the wcstern counties of England, who selected that.portion of the
coast on account of its peculiar fitness for the prosecution of the fisheries, and by the middle of
the seventeenth century there was a considerable fleet of ketches and snows engaged in the cod
fishery on the off-shore banks, where-especially on the banks of Newfoundland-France, 8pain~

Portugal, and England already had a fleet of several hundred large vessels. Just before the war
of the Revolution New England had 66j vessels and 4,405 men employed in its fisheries.

Ncxt to New England in importance are the South Atlantic States, eml}loying 52,418 men,
3,014 vessels (the majority of which are small and engaged in the shore and bay fisheries), and
13,331 boats, and returning products to the value of $9,602,737.

Next are the Middle States, employing in tlle coast fi sberies 14,981 men, 1,210 vessels, and 8,293
boats, with products to the amonnt of $8,676,579.

Next are the Pacific States and Territories, with lG,S03 meu, 56 vessels, and 5,547 boats, with
products to the amount of $7,484,750. The fisheries of the great lakes employ 5,050 men, 62 vesselsr
and 1,594 boats, with products to the amount of $1,784,050. The Gulf States employ 5,131 men,
197 vessels, and 1,252 boats, yielding products to the value of $1,227,544.

Forty-three distinct fisheries are recognized by American writers, each being carried on in a
special locality and with" methods peculiar to itself. Among the most important of these are th(f
o.yster fishery, the o.ff-sllOre cod fisllCry, the whale fishery, the fur-seal iishery, the mackerel fishery,
the menhaden fishery, the halibut fishery, the antarctic seal and sea·elephant fishery, the west-coa8\
salmon fishery, the lobster fishery, the sLad and alewife fisheries, the swordfish fishery, and thl.'
clam fishery.

The of1'-shore fisheries are carried on by citizens of the New England and Middle States, and
are prosecuted on the great oceanic banks extending from Nantucket to Labradorl and upon the
ledges and shoals between these and the coast.

The great pnrse-seine fisheries for mackerel and menhaden are carried on north of Oape
Hatteras, at distances from the sLore varying from 1 mile to 150 miles. The fishing-grounds in
the GulfofSaint Lawrence, formerly frequented by many hundreds of American vessels, have been
almost entirely abandoncll since the introduction of the purse-seine, and in 1882 only one vessel
visitetl those waters, returning with about 200 barrels of mackerel. The oyster fishery is locatl'd
for tbe most part between Cape Hatteras amI Carle Ood, cllief1y in the great inland bays. In all
the great riyers of the Atlantic coa:st are fisheries for the unadromous shad and the two species of
alewife. About the keys of Southern Florida is an extensive sJlonge fishery, and 011 the shoals of
the Gulf of Mexico the red-snapper and gronper fisheries are yearly increasing in value. The fur­
seal fisherJr is chiefly located upon the Prib,ylov islands of Alaska. A small fleet of vesselsyearlJ'
]lenetrates to the ice-hound islands of the Antarctic for seal-skins and sea-elephant oil. The whal­
ing fleets, with headquarters at New Bedford and San Francisco, frequent all oceanR, the larger
vessels cruising chiefly in the North !)acific, while the smaller ones pursue their prey throughout
the Atlantic and South Pacific. TIle salmon fishery is seated upon the Columbia River and its trib·
utaries, though other ri\-er8 in Oregon und California produce large quantities of salmon, which is
extensiV(~ly canned and exported. Trite most "aluable prodnct of the great-lake fisheriell is the
whitefish. The swordfish fishery of Southern New England, though employing but 40 vessels and
perhaps 160 men, produces 1,500,000 pounds weight annually.

TIle eXJlort of American iishery products is comparatively small, owing to the fact tbat tbe
demand for such prouncts for home consumption is really greater than the suPpIJ', and is constantlJ­
on the increase. In 1880 the total value of exported fish products amounted to $5,744,580, of
whicl), aecording to custom-house records, England received $2,601,017. Of tlle qnantity sent
to l~lIglan(l, $1,5D6)007 was ill canned preparations, and $363,790 in fresh orsters, the remainder
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beiug chiefly IH'oducts of the whale fishery. In former years there was an extensive export trade
in dried cod with Spain and Portugal. Large quantities of mtDnec1 salmon are sent to Chi na,
Japan, and Australia.

At present no subsidies arc allowed to fisbermen, except that the duties all imported salt used
in the preparation of fish are remitted. 'I'his practice was begun in ISGG, at which time the old
bounty law was repealed.

The United States, with the intention of aiding its -fishermen, lIa!! paid to Great Britain the
sl1m of 85,ijOO,OOO for the prh'ilege of fislling in the British provincial waters from 1873 to 1885.

Since 1811 the United States hasapl)ropriated over one million dollars to be used by the United
8tates Fish Commission in behalf of the fif'lhermen and fish consumers, and under the direction of
the Commissioner, Prof. Spencer F. Baird, very important results have been accomplished. All
the State Governments, wi til the exception of six, have established State f]&h commissions, and
most of these ua'oe been liberallS supported by grauts of mouey.

The undeveloped fishery resonrces are very great. 1\lany of the fislles and invertebrates
which in Europe are highly valued by the poorer classes are never used here. Oilly a])ont IrA) of
the 1,500 species of fishes known to illlJabit the waters of the United States are ortliwlTily fonnd
in tjhc market1\.

YaDm, very respectfully,
G. DROWN GOODE,

Special Agent Tenth Oens1U~, in chargc of Fishery Investigation.
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