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men of tl.le shore, wlw formerly engaged in the fishery to a limited extent, have also giveu it up,

and in the fall of 1880 there was but one net, 150 fathoms in length, set off Cape May. This was

fished hut a few daJs amI took only twent;y-five fish, or an average of 250 pounds, daily.

TIlE WINTER ROCK AND PERCIl FISIlERIEs.-The winter rock and perch fisheries of the. district

are confined largel;y to Mullica and Great Egg Harbor Rivers, where these species remain in the

fresh waters during the winter months. At the former place the fishing is prosecuted from Novem­

ber to April by lIleans of diving-nets, hoop-nets, and haul-seines. The diving-net originated in

and is peculiar to thh; locality. It consists of a large funnel-shaped net opening into a l>mall bag

or pocket, and is so arranged that it can be set at various de]lths. '1'he hoop-net is simply a large

bag attached to poles, by means of which it is raised and lowered through an opening in the ice.

In Great Egg Harbor and Great Egg Harbor River seines are extensively used for the capture of

the abo\'e species ill tlJe prilldllal channels and in the numerous creeks, and the catch is often very

large. Small gill-nets of 3i inch mesh, without leau-lines, are also fished to a limited extent aloIlg

the grassy flats in the larger bays during the first of the season.

There are one hundred and twenty men engaged ill this fishery during a Ilart of the winter,

most of them ueing included with the darnmers or with the summer fishermen. The catch reaches

fully 200,UUO. It is shipped largely to PlJiladelphia and :New York, about one-third going to the

latter place. The net value of this fishery to the fishermen is about $10,400, divided equally

bet,ween the two species.

'l'IIE IIIENHADEN FISIlERY.-The menhaden fisheries of Southern New Jersey are quite impor­

tant. According to Capt. George Hildreth, the first oil and guano factor~- unilt in the district was

100~ated on the shores of Delaware Bay, some distance above Calle Mny, in 1861; but this, on

account of t!Ie shoal water, proved unprofitable, and was soon abandoned. In 1874 another factory

was built at DJ'er'R Creek, but it was run only 11 year or two. Mr. J. E. Otis informs us that tIle

first factory on the ocean side was built at New Inlet, near Tuckerton, by 1\1r. C. N. Smith, in 1868.

In 1880 there were five factories in the district, three of them being located at New Inlet and two

uear Great l~gg Harbor Inlet, all he;ng providNI witll kettles and pans for cooking the fish. These

fh'e faetories employ eightyninc fishermen, with eleyen sail vessels and oIle steamer which

was broug-ht into the district from I,ong Island in 1880. The eatch during the 8eason reached

nearly Hl,OOO,OOO of fish, making 1,138 barrels of oil and 1,8130 tOIlS of crude·rlried. guano. There

were sixt.y·two laborers employed at tbe factories. In addition to the catch of the factory fisber­

mell, a good many menhaden are taken in seines b.y farmer s and professional fisbermen for use on

tbe land, and m:my are taken in the pound-nets of Delaware TIay. A purse-seine was also fished

for a few weeks neal' Cape May, in the summers of 187H anlllSS0, hy one of the farmers, who used

the fish for enriching his laIH], The total catch, therefore, fol' the entire district must have reached

abon t 21,000,00U of fish.

TIlE CLAIIDUNG INTERESTs.-Prooably IlO portion of the .A tlantic coast bas sueh extcnsi,-e

qual.laug fisheries as tbat at present under consideration. Almost every bay of any considerable
size between Barupgat Inlet a.tHI Cape May contains large numbers of these clams. Especiall'y is this
true of Little Egg Harbor, Great Ba.y, and Great Egg Harbor, wbich are doubtless the most impor­
tant clamming grounds in the United States. They occnr only in limited nUlubers in the waters

of Delaware Bay, amI tllC fislH'rIncn of that region are ollliged to cross to the ocean side to engage
in tlie fishery.

Nearly all of the 1ishermen and oystermen IiYing along the sllore Cllgage in clammiug duriug

certain months, while man~' follow it throngbont the entire ,Year. In some localities the fishing is

chietly in spring; in otlwrs, ill the spring and fall, and in still otl1el'8 during the summer also. It
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is llot so extensive in the winter on aCCoullt of the' ice in tbe bays and the limited demand fur
clams in tbe markets, wllere o~·sters are usually preferred.

The only methods in nse in tllis district are" treading" and" tonging," the I~tter being tllC

more common. Treading is said to hm'e originated with the Tncl,ertoll fislH'rmen, and to haH\

been introduced by them into otber States, both North and South. The clammers work but a few

hours in a tlay. TIlI'Y usually go out at "half.ebb" awl return at or before" quarter.flood," thus

fishing onlJ' during t11e foul' or five bour" of low water. The ayerage fisbermall will "tong" from
1,000 to 1,200 clams iu a da.y, but 4,000 to 5,000 haye been frequently taken. The total yalue of

the clams taken ill tbis district is O"er $117,000 yearl.y. Tbe catch is ut'ually bongUt by the

captains of small \"essels at from $1.2,) to $2 per thousand and carried to thc IS"ew York and
Philadelphia markets; but at times the captaills merely" freigbt" and sell t he clams, l'ccdvin g

oue·third of the gross l;ales for their services. MallY an~ also slI1PIWd hy rail to t hest' markets alJd
to tbe other cities of the iuterior.

Soft clams (Mya arenaria) are quite plenty, but tbey are used cbid!y for uait, amI only to a

limited extent for food, hy the fishermen of the region. Kone are dug for sbipment to the larger

markets.
THE CRAll·FISlIERIES.-The crabfisllCries are of little importance; and tbongh soft crabs are

vcry abundant in most localities, the people have not yet learued that good wages can be mado ill
catching and shipping them. 'The principal fishing is by boys and men to supply tbe linc-fishermen

and visitors with bait. :l\1au,Y are also taken and 801d to the hotels at Beach !Ia,en, Atlantic City,

aud Cape l\IuJ'; though, all acconnt of the small size of the crabs, many of tile llOtels get tLeir

supply from a distance.
Hard crabs have little valne, ('XCI'pt for bait, and none are now slJil'ped from tlIC district. All

attempt was made several years ago by tbe fishermen of Tuckerton to establish a winter fisher,)"

for tbe species, but it pro\'Cd ullilroiitable. The rnetho(! of fishing was it llOyd one. At tho
apI}l'Oach of cold weather tbe crabs bed ill the mud, wh{'re thPJ' rt·main 1ill spring, and for this

reason they cannot be taken in the ordinary way during the wilJler months. The fishermen visited
these bedding Illaces in boats, amI took the crabs \Jut of the mud with clam amI o~'ster t011gS.

This is tlIe only instance known to us where crabs have been taken for market in this manuer.
At Atlantic CitJ-' erabbiIlg is a favorite pastime for HIe visitors, and from twenty to thirt,)· men

and boys are engaged ill taking pleasure parties out to engage in this fishery. On any pleasant

day during the summer season from fifty to one hundred people may be seen engaged ill crabbing,
and it is now considered by lllany as better sport than fislJing or sailing. Part of the catcll is used

for bait by the line· fishermen.
FEW TERRAPIN TAKEN.-Terrapill, tbough not abundant, arc oeeasionall.y taken b~· the nslwr·

men during the late summer, and after they ha\'e bedded in the Illud for the winter. Tlwy are
usnally found on the fiats, but not in sufficient numbers to warrant aDJ' extended fishery. No traps,

dredges, or seines are used in their capture.
THE OYSTER INDUS'I.'RY.-At yarious points from J3mnegat to Atlantic City alHl l,al,t"s RIY,

on the ocean side of New <Ter8e~', amI at Maurice Con>, 011 the shores of Delcware Bas, the oyster

jndustrJ~ is important. :l'rIr. Ingersoll fully discusses this industr)" ill his special report; concernillg

the abundance of o.ysters along the Jersey shores of the bay, he says:
"The center of the present oyster industry in the Delaware Bay antlUiyer, on tue New .Jerses

shore, is at Maurice Cove, in Cumberland County, which is reached bJ· tbe Cumberland and Mau­

rice River Railroad from Bridgeton. This shore is bordered all the wUJ' by extensi\'e marshes,

t.hrough which innumerable small creeks find their waJ-' from the interior, amI whiclJ cOlltain mall.Y
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open places called' ponds.' Throughout these creeks and ponds, in the tide·ways and along the
edges of the sedge-plats and islands, oysters hM'e always grown in great profusion. In addition
to this the bottom of the bay and of the Delaware River, from Cape May beach clear up to and a.

little above Oohansey Point, at tile sontllern end of fialem County, a distance of not less than 50

I1ljh~s, is everywhere spotted witll o~·ster-beds. These o~'ster-bedsare not confined to the shallow
waters Ileal' shore, or to the sedge plats, but are apparently scattered over the wbole bottom of the

hay. E\-en the ship channel, flO fathoms deep, contains them, as experimental dragging shows.
Huw tllis migllt have been n centnry ago I know not; but sneh is the present condition."




