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STATIS1'ICS.-It is estimatetl that $f),OOO are invested in the fisheries, $10,000 ill the oyster
business, and $12,000 in packing estaulislJments; this gives as the total sum in.-estell $31,400.

The fishermen receh"c from 3 ceuts to ;) ('cnts a ponnd for their jislJ, amI the oystermen, on an
a\"erage, $1 a barrel. Gn-l'll turtles sell at 3 centR a pound, amI shrimp at ~5 cents a bucket.
The canning of shrimp at this point i:,; e1sewuPl'e <1escribetl.

213. PROFESSOR JORDA~'S ACCOC:XT or TilE FISIlEIUES OF CrALVESTOX AXD
YlCINlTY.

ApP.A.llA1'US A:ND JlIETIIODs.-There are in Gal,cstoll about fifty boats and ten (, wagoil.s·'

eugaged in the capture of fitlh lIlHI tllll'im}l. Some of these are idle from time to time, so that an
average of perhaps forty are steadily elllpl()~·eu.

The boats arc all, or nearly all, of the" Italian" style-the lleck half con-retl. They are all
cat rigged, and range in size fi'om about three·fourths of a ton to Lt tons. :Xone of toem are

speciall.r adapted. for rough water, and they do not yellture outside the bay, excelJt in n'l'.\ calm
weather. There was formerl.y a single" lateen:' or "lugger-rigged" boat here, but the st~-le lias
been discarded.

The fishing is nearl.r all done hy means of sl'inl's, and these seines are n>ry suallaw, runging
from 4 to 7 feet in <1el)th, anu prooaol,)' not an:ragiug oYer 5 to .'i~. The net is not "paid out" from

the boat in most cases, but is t,tken out by walling and hnuled ill o\~er shallow saUd-flats. As a r('/,;ult,

onl.y species relllainiug Yer.y close to shore are usnall~' taken, and there is therefore Yery little \'arie.t~"

in the markets. The boats go to yarious distances from 1 to 30 miles from Galnstoll, the best
fishilJg grounds now being around the west end of the island of Gah-eston, nearl,)' 30 miles from
the cit,y.

The" wagon-fishing" is ehiefl;y done on tlll' south coast of the island, in the surf. The wagon

is used to haul the nets out from town and to bring back the fish. The nets are put out by \\~ading

ill the sballow surf. Most of the fishing from the boats is done iu tIle latter balf of the night;

from the wag:>ns, ill the afterlloon~

Occasionally hand-fishing is doue on the sand reef outside tile bay, and a few red snapper,
jewlish, and similar species arc taken here. In the summer, Spanish mackerel are taken with

book. There are also numerous persons, chiefly negroes, who flsh with lIand·lincs in tlJe surf,
using mullet as bait. The.r catch redfish (&imna ocellata), Ariu8 feliS, aIJd 111enticirrU8 littoralis

chiefly, the redftslI being always the species desired. Casting-nets (circular, with a lead-line
around the outer margin) are occasionally used, but chiefly to secure mullet as bait. No gill-nets
are ill use. There was formerly a pound·net, but the large fish, sharks aud tarpllm (J[e.Qalo]Js), tore

it up so much that it was remo,-ed.

FISHERMEN.-Abollt one hundred and fifty men in GalYestoll are el1Jpl()~'eu more or less
regularly as fishermen. Nearly all are of the race known here as H Dagoes," men from tlle Mediter­
ranean (Genoa, Palermo, Malta, Trieste, Dalmatia, and Greece). Therc are two Americans, and

so far as known to me, no negroes and no persons from northerll Eurolle. Most of them work on

shares for the owners of the boats and nets. In some cases, the hoat takes two sl1Ures aIHl encll of

the two fishermen one.

PRODUCTS.-A fair estimate of the total annual catch at Galveston is MO,OOO to 350,000
pound",. A little les8 tban half of tbis (150,000 pounds) is brought into the fish market in the

morning and sold, wholesale and retail, at an m'crage price of 7 cents per Jlound. Abont as much

more is shipped into the interior of Texas on ice. Some 2,000 pounds a week are rec('ive{l 011 the
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steamers from Indianola. ~lost of this is also shipped into the interior, but little coming to the
Galveston market.

The l1s11 brought to the market are placed on the stalls by the fisllermen and are SOOll bought
up at prices varying with the supply, by a number of Italians known as specalators, wltO sell them

to the PU111i0; all left unsold at!) o'clock a. m., being put on ice till the next uay. The tiemaud
and supply are far greater on Sunday and Friday than on the other days of the ,,-eek, a]){l yery
small on Saturday and Monday. TlJe species seen in market in spring are the following, giwu in
ordrr of their ahunda,nce:

Sdmna ocellata. Redfish of the Colorado. (Up to 38 pounds.)

Cynoscion maeulatum. Speckled trout.
.111l!Jil albula. Mullet. (Little esteemed.)
Pogonias chromis. Drum. (Ch_eap.)
Bairaiella punctrtta. Yellow·fin.
,1Ticro]JofJon unaulatus. Oroaker; ronco.
])ip/oaus probatoCfplta[us. Sheepshead.

LiostolnuS xantlturus. Flat croaker.
Pomada~y.yfuh·omaculatus. Pigfish.
,lfenticirrus alburnus. vVh;ting.

The abuye of daily occurrence.
Tylosurus lOll!J'irostrilJ. Needle-fish.
Paral-ichthys ilentat1ls. Flounuer. (Mostly speareti.)
A rius felis. Sea-cat.
.dJ:lul'iclttltys marinus. Sea-kitten; blne-backeu cat. (RuI'ely except by negroes.)
jl'lenticiu'Us littomlis. Surf whiting.

Ohretodipterus faber. Half-moon.
Trygon sayi. Stingaree.
Diplof1us rllOmboiiles. •

Centropolllus undecimalis. Bobalo. (A magnificent fish when baked.)
Triclliurus kpturus. Silyer eel.
Hemirlwmphu.Y 'I1nif118Ciatus. Smear.

Clu]Jea chrysoclilol'ts. Skipjack.

Brevoortia patronus j and other th,u little esteemed, occasionally brought in, a.;; also some­
times different river fish.

To this list the pompano, the Splwish mackerel, the crevalIe, and some species of eel are to be

added in summer.
Sl'ATISTICS FOR DIFI~ERENTLOC.A.LITIES.-At Indianola, on Matagorda Bay, are some seventy­

five to eights fishermen, who take about 200,000 pounds of fish yearly, nearly half of this being
shipped by steamer to Gah>eston, the rest being consumed in Indianola or sent by rail into the
interior.

At Eockport and Corpus Chri~ti Ba,,}' some fisbing is done, perhaps 50,000 ponnds per year.
At Brazos Santiago, on IJaguna "Madre, a number of men fish for the markets of Brownsville

antll\latamoras, abont 100,000 pounus being taken yead'y.
];'roID Brazos Santiago, the robalo (a. undecimalis), which is there one of the most important

food-fish, is often sent by steamer, on ice, to Galveston. It reaches a weigbt of 20 pounds, and is
jnstly prized.

There is no fishing of importance elsewhere on the coast ofTexas.
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The total catch nt the ~arious places is as follows:

Location.

Gal~e.ston ._~ .. _..... , .. _

InuisIlola "." .. _ .

Corpm Chri'ti .
IhazlI!'; Rantiago _.. _ .

,----!
(i,JO.OOO
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Vlllue, as soM by fishermen, $32,500.
There are also some 100 pounds of shrimp tnken daily at Galveston. The o~'ster trade is also

important.




