






530 GEOGRAPHICAL HEVIEW OF 'THE FISHERIES.

Ri,-crs. The village is near a narrow llortion of the l'h'cr, locally known as "The De"il's Elbow,"

which is one of the best points for the capture of shad and mullet in this part of the State.
The first fishing of importance at this vlace was b;y Capt. C. B. SlUitl}, of Connecticut, in the

winter of 1871-'72. He was remal'kabl;y successful, and shipped large lll1mbcrs of shad to the
Northern markets, and also sent a considerable number of mullet to Jacksonville. From that

<late he came yearly to Palatka with an increased number of men, and it is said that during tIlE'
season of 1874-'75 he caught 55,000 sllad with six nets. Up to 1876 he had the fislling all to

himself, but at this time the inhabitants, seeing the value of tlle fishery, made preparations to
take part in it, In tlle season of 187!J-'80 there were ten nets, with twenty men, engaged exclu·
siYely in the shad fisheries, laIlding about 12,000 fish. There is cOllsideraule fishillg with hook and

line for fresh-water trout, and several tons are brought to Palatka for market each winter. l\IuUet
are very abundant during the greater part of the ;}'('ar, and especially so between July and

Septembel', though little attention is paid to their capture, and almost none are shipped.
'VELAKA AND LAKE GEORGE.-Welaka is a small ri\"Or landiIJg, with two stores, ill the

Leart of a fmit-growing region, 25 miles alJO,e I~alatka. It is situated OIl a narrow part of tlIe

river, a few miles below the point wbere it expands to form Little Lake George. This is a shoal­

water lake, 4 miles wide by 7 !tmg. A few miles farther up the stream is Lake George, the
prettiest and clearest sheet of water on the entire rh-er. This lake is 12 miles wide hy 16 to 20

miles long, and abounds in fish of Tarious species, being seeming'ly fLc summer Lome of large
tll1mbel'S of mullet. There are several salt springs ill various parts of tIle lake, and the fisIJermen

claim that man~' of the mnllet spaWll there instead of taking the long trip to the sea.

Between "Yeluka and Lake George there is a limited fisllery for shad, mullet, and "foul-fislJ,1'
-employing twelve men during a portion of the year; but the fisbing, with the exception or that
,<luring the shad season, is very irregular, and tbe chief aim is to catch "foul,fish" (including

<catfish, gizzard-shad, and gar-fiSh, and other worthless species), which are sold as a fertilizer at $8

a ton. The fishing Jor mullet and foul-fish is not confined to any particular locality, the nets lIeing

set either in the lake or river; hut the sbad are principally taken in the narrower places along tile

stream.
In 1879 there "ere three shatlnets, six mullet-nets, and one- haul-seine fished in this section.

TLc eatdl was auout 4,500 sIJau, 20,000 mullet, and 600 barrels of foul,fish, the whole La,-ing a

"al ue of $1,800.

Probably 110 point Oll tlw Saint Jolin's Ri,cr affonl~ better faeilities for an extensive IIlullet

fishery than Lake GeOl:ge. Fish of large size are reported to be remarkably abundant during the
entire year, and it is said that they can be taken in any quantity desired. At present, as has been

stated, there are but six small nt'ts, and these are fished onl~' occasionall~·,a few mullet being sellt

fresh to Palatka, the others beiug consumed locally. The distance from a suitable market miglJt

interfere with any extensive shipping of fresh mullet, but it seems probable that any party familiar

with the propel' methods of salting and cnring fish could estal\lish a very profitable business in
the salting and shipping of mullet to other States, especiallj- to those of North and South Carolina.

Tuum MONlloE.-Lake Monroe, a sheet of water 5 miles wide br 10 long, is simply another

expansion of the Saint John's ]{'iver, 240 llJilBS auoye its mouth. On the banks of this la-Iw are
tlle settlements of MBlollYille, Sanford, and Enterprise, all "ilIages of small size, although among

tll~ largest iu this portion of the State. TllCY are coming into fa"or as winter resorts, and seYeral
good hotels have been recently built.

The first fishery of importance in this region was ill 1874, when parties from Palatka estab­

lished a shad fishery on th<l bar at the upper end of the lake, salting their catch or shippinI' it to
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Jacksonville and Palatka in ice. This fisherJ' bas been occasionally prosecuted by Northern fish­
ermen since that time, and during' the winter of 1870 one seine waR fished regularly on the bar,
the catch, whicll amounted to 2,500 shad, being sold to the hotels in the locality. Tho fisbing
season lasts from the 1st of December to tlJe middle of April. Another seine and two or three
gill-nets are owned ill the region, but the fishing is very irregular and mostly for family use.

LAKE HARNEY.-Lake Harney, about 2G5 miles above the month of the Saiut John's, is tile
highest point on the riycr wbere the fisheries have been prosecuted, and even here the fishing has
been ver,,- limited. The lake, which is only 5 or 6 miles in tliameter, is so shoal that a common
seine will scrape the bottom in almost every }lUrt. It was first visitetl four or five years ago by
Palatka parties, who were successful in taking a large number of shad am] mullet, Which they
salted and shipped to Jacksonyille.

In the winter of 1879-'80 two crews came from Jacksonville, with seines and other necessary
apparatus, to catch fish for slJipment in ice to tlJat marl;:et; but after three or four weeks they
gaY(' up the work, owing to tlJe unusually high water wlJich covered the surrounding country and
allowed the fish to escape into the grass of the swamps. The catch amounted to almost nothing,
thongh nnder ordinary circumstances the lake is said to be an excellent location for a fishery.




