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Here the leader is generally made of brush, up to the height of half-
tide, and of netting the rest of the way., The heart is made of either
DLrush or netting, and sometimes of slats. The bowl, instead of being
placed at the outside of the heart,
in a line with the leader, is placed
either in the upper or lower side,

Fig. 17.
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Slat Weir Bast Dennis, Mass, Bay. 1t 1s dry at low water for convenience of
Carr. PRINCE CROWELL. taking the fish.

according to the nature of the coast, in some localities the efficiency
being greater in the one case, while it is reversed in the other. The
bowl may consist of nettiug or of slats, and the two forms are illustrated
in the accompanying figures.

An ingenious apparatus, according to Perley, called the ¢ spring-weir,”
is made use of in certain parts of the bay, where there is a very narrow
entrance to a harbor, easily capable of being closed. This is so arranged
as to drop flat to the bottom at low water, and allow the fish to pass over
it with the incoming tide. At high water this is lifted up and worked
from the shore by means of powertul capstans and ropes, forming an im-
passable barrier to the fish, which are retained as the tide passes out,
and taken in large numbers, including shad, herring, salmon, &c.
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LOCATION OF TRAPS, WEIRS, AND POUNDS, IN THE
: UNITED STATES.

I have thus indicated briefly the principal devices by which fishes are
captured in the United States,! without attempting to represent all the
individual modifications. The variety in the construction of traps, weirs,
and pounds, is - :
almost endless, , Fig. 19.
depending very i
much upon the ex-
posure, the nature
of the bottom, the
depth of water, the
carrents, the kind
of fish to be taken,
&c. I have given
enough to illus-
trate the extent to
which the simpler
devices of the
spear, the bow and
arrow, and the
hook, have been
replaced by appa-
ratus for a more
wholesale destrue-
tion.

As already re-
marked, the sea-
coast weirs or
pounds are used
almost exclusively
east of Connecti-
eut, although fixed
nets are in opera-
tion in or near the
rivers of that State
as well as of New
York, principally
for the capture of
shad. The accom- x
panying diagram P
(Fig. 19) is a plan E@"@
of the traps at Sea. comonsur heex? &
connet Point, on ' =
the eastern side of ¥
Narragauset Bay,v\z wesT lss'ﬁx\\)
asfurnished by Mr. < "~
Southwick, and < AP
the details of < o N
which are given on ocxE A4
page 260. In the large map of the south side of New England, accom-

‘T am indebted to Dr. H. C. Yarrow for the account of an ingenious method employed
in New York Harbor for trapping the Morrhua pruinosa, (“ Tom-cod,”) and which does no&
come under any of the classes of fishing referred to in the preceding pages.

A sufficient quantity of good rye or wheat straw is gathered into a sheaf and firmly

8. Mis. 61 18

Plan of Traps at Saughkonnet.
N Point, Nurraganset Buy.
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panying this report, the location of the principal traps and pounds in
1871 is indicated. The weirs of Cape Cod Bay are represented on a
separate diagrawm, forming Plate XXXIX of the accompanying illustra-
tions.

Finally, for the purpose of illustrating the subject of fish-pounds in
the lakes, I give on the following page (¥ig. 20) a diagram of the pound-
nets erected and worked in 1871 in Lake Michigan, the nets being indi-
cated by the short lines drawn perpendicular to the shore-line, in the
water surface. A full account of the lake fisheries will be given in the
report for 1872,

tied in the middle ; after being weighted with bricks or iron the ends of the sheaf are
loosely tied ; a rope is attached and the bundle lowered to the bottom of the water,
where it is allowed to remain for a few days, until the fish become accustomed to its
presence, after which it may be examined once or twice daily. In good localities the
straw in the interstices will be literally crammed with fish. Whether they enter the
straw for its warmth or for the friction received in their efforts I am unable to state.
The most suitable localities for setting the trap are near wharves or rafts of timber.



