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ety of other fish: among' which are the whale, killer or thrasher, hump­
back, linback, skrag, grampus, black fish, porpoise, (grey, hass, and
streaked,) snuffer, shark, (black, man-eatillg, and short-llosed,) skate,
dog-fish, surdish, goose-fish, cat-fish, alld sculpion; to wllich Illay be
:Hlded the horseshoe and squid. The cramp-fish has sometimes lJeen
seen on the beach. This fish, which resemhles a sting ray in size and
form, possesses the properties of the torpedo, being capable of givillg a
smart electrical shock. The nsltermell suppose, lllH whether with reason
or not the writer will not undertake to determine, that the oil extractell
from the liver of this fish is a cure for the rheumatism."

A. short ,]ounwl of the first settlement of the 'island of Nantueket, with some
of the most remarkable things that ha,d happene(l sinee, to the presellt
time. By ZaeelJeu~ Jlfaey.

[Collections of the }fassltchusetts Historical Society for the yeltr 1iD4, yol. III. Ilris­
tOll, 1810.]

The nat,ives of ='fantucket were a kind people, and very fl'iel1l11y to
each other. There were no poor persom; amollg them. For whell ally
of them gTew olll & helpless, aull wellt to a neighlJor's honse, tllt,y
were made welcome to sta,V as long as they pleasc(1. If the Ellglish ell­
terell their honses whilst they were eatillg, they wonld offer them sueh
as they had, which sometimes would be very good. At their feasts
they had several sort" of good food, and very g'ood strollg' heel'. By
drinking rum their llnmbers were so much reduced that ill the year
17G3, ther.'were hnt three h undrecl & fifty-eight left on the ishl1l{l. III that
year an UllCOll1mOn mortal distemper attacked tIlmn. It began the 10th
of the eighth month, 17G:3, and lasted till the lGth of the second mOlltll,
1764. During' that period two hUlHlre{1 amI twenty-two die{\. Thirty­
four were siele alld reeonwed. Thirty-six who lived among thcm,
eseapell the dison!er. Eight lived at the west end of the islalld, aIlII did
not go aInollg them: none of thi'rn canght the disease. Eightl'en were
at sea. \Vith tile lDnglish Uvell fOl'tJ" of whom uoue (lied.

The Indialls arc IIOW red need to fonr males aud sixteen females.
Before this period, nnd from the first eoming' of the English to Nall­
tncket,I a large fat fish, called the blue lish, thirty of' which wonld till a
barrel, was caught in great plenty all round the island, from the 1st of
the sixth month till the middle of the nint,]! month. Hnt it, is remarka­
ble, that i!~ the year 1764, the very .year in which the sickness elHled,
they all disappeared, and that nOlle have ever been taken sillce. Tilis
has been a great loss to us.

Extracts f1'om (t Petition from New Shoreham (Block Island) for assistance
to makc a harbor therein 1773.

Having ·stated many l'('asons \1'11.)' the island was SUffering for want of
a good hal'l1Or, they say further: ., That they also suffer greatly by the
loss of the cod-fishery, whieh for nH' rl.\T , while the ehalllwl was kept open
between the sea & a large salt ])()!l(l 011 the west side of the islaml,

1 Note by Theodore Lyman:
III Hi39. Tberciorc. the Bluo Fdl wore l'resoIlt, at Nantncket, 16',()-17I;.I-1U:lycars

"" d ahscllt 1764-1,:-':;-jO._(W "
" ,;, IH'c:-)t.mt Clg[lin, " le:30-1671--41 "
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W<1R RO ('OllRi(]prah1r that they nRrd to cateh fish enough for their own
eOil~,nlll]ltiOTl, aIH1 to Rupply NClcJ!urt & divprR other plaees with fresh
fish; hut that, the ehmmel being' 110W filled, tIle small fish or hait
\vlliell llSe(] to go into the pon(l, have left the island, & the eod·flsh
,,'jth them; so that at pI'psent t.he inhabitallts eannot get neal' enol1gh
for their own eating, and that these inconveniences hayc~ snch an effect
uJlon the real estates on the island that land will l10t sell or rent for
more than half the sl1m which land or the like quality will sell or rent
for ill other parts of the colony.

A Key into the langlw,ge of Americct, or an help to the Language of tho
Natin:8 in New England, London, by Bogcr Williams j 164;1.

[Ueprinted in the eoHections of the H11ol1e IsL1lld Historical Society, vol. 1, 1827.]

0:1" FISH AND FISHING.

1\~anJallf'. f'He1~.

PangalHlltt'7 t:ullirock.

QnUllaIll :l,ng-sncli:.

Al1!lls(tog, allll :Munnawhattenflg,

lUisS!] ckeke-ke'11lOck.

l"ish, FislJes.
Cod. \V'hidl is the Hrst that comes a littl"

bt;foru t,he aprillg.
Laml'l'ies, 'ILl' iil'st that comes in the Spring

into tlw fresh Hi\'el's.
A Fish ><OltlCwltat like a herring'. [The ale­

wife alld lllelllH\,len. ~
13as..~e.

The Indians (and the Ellg'lish too) make a daintie dish of the Uppa­
quontnp, 01' head of this tish; allil well they may, the braines and fat
of it heing yery mnch, and sweet as mUlTO\Y.

Kll{tposh-shnftog. Stnrgeo:!l.

A1161J',
AneplJ:'wese.
\Va \vwhul1ue]<esflOg.
::\lishq tlllWlnll{ttll1ock
()saetllltnek.

Ons: Divers part of the Conn trey abol1lld with this Fish; yet th!'
Xatives, for the goodnesse and greatnesse of it, much prize it, and \yil1
neither furnish the English with so many, n01' so c!H'ape, that allY great
tnule is likely to be made of it, Hlltill tile English thelllsehes are tit to
follow the fishing.

'fhe );:lti\'es ventnre one or two in a Canow, and with an lJarping' In)][,
01' sHeh like Instrument, stieke this tish, mId so hale it iHto their Callow;
:,;ometimcs they take them by their nets, which they Ilmke fitI'OlJ,2; of
Hemp.

A:-;!t()p, their nets. ,Yhieh they will :-;et th\yart SOllle little Hiyer (E' Cow,
"llpreill tJley kill Bnsse (at the fall of the ,yater) with tllPil' :lITO\\'S, 01'

slmI'p sticks, eSI)('eially if headed with IrOll, gotten from the English, &('.

A little em'e or Creeke.
A very little one.
l\laekl'e1I.
Hed Jisll. Salmon.
A fat, s,;·eet noh, something like a II:v1dock.

[Kot identiJie,l.]
l\lishcllp,pa(wg. Seqllallamill1fJlIock. Breamc. [SenI"]

Ons: Of this Fish there is ahundance, ·which tIle Xatiyc's (l!'ie ill thc
SHllne ~1ll(1 sllloake: aud ;.;ome English begin to salt, lwth wayes they
],eepe all the yeere; mu] it is hoped it may he as weH accepted as Cod
at a Market, amI ]Jdkr, if once kllo\Y11e.
'fant-aftog.
1\eeshauog·,
TataekollllIlIU:"tftog.
})Dtull-pallug.

Sh""ps-llea,ls. [The tantog. J
Eeles.
1'0rpllsPs.
\YJ!~lleS.
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'Vhich, in some places, are often cn,st up; I ha,~e seene some of them,
but not above sixtie foot long; The ~atiH\s cut them ont in severell
parcells, and give all(l scnde fane and neere for an acceptable present
or dish.

Asliaunt-teaug.
OpponenaflllOck,
SickisSllOg.

Lobstcrs.
Ovstcrs.
clams. [Soft clam. Mya al'ena,l'ia. ]

OBS: This is a sweet kind of shellfish, which all Indians generally
over the Country, 'Vinter and Summer, delight in; and at low water the
women dig for tllem. This fish, and the lIatnraU liquors of it, they
boile, and it makcs their broth and their nassatimp (which is a kind of
thickcned broth) and their bread seasonable and savoury; instead of Salt:
and for that the English Swine dig and root these Clams wheresoever
they come, and watch the low water (as the Indian women do) there­
fore of all the English Cattell, the Swine (as also because of their filthy
disposition) are most hateful to all ~atives, and tlley call them filth,\' cut­
throats, &c.

Sequnllock. Poqnaflliock. A Horse-fish. IHard clam; qnohog. Veil liB

mCl'cenal'ia·l

OBS: This the Englillh call Hens, a little thick shell fish, which the
Indians wade deepe and (li,-e for, and after they have eaten the meat
there (in those which are good) they breake ontof the shell, about lwlf
an inch of a blaeke part of it, of \yhich they make their Lueka{l1lOek, or
black money, which itJ to them precious.

MeteaflllOck. The Peri\yinckle. [Probably l'yntla, CRam­
m 0 ll(l. ) ]

A little sort of fish, halfe as big as Sprats,
plelltifnll ill "Tinter. [Mm'IlH.:!Jogs or cy­
prollol1ontH.J

A wiutm Jish. LTom cod.]PaponanlllsllOg.

Of which they uHlke their lVrimp(,{Jn, or white money, of halfe the value
of their SuckUwhock or black money, of which lIlore in the Chapter ()f
their Coyne.
Moamitteaflg.

vYhich comes up in the brookes and rivulets; some call them Frost
fish, from their comming up from the Sea into fresh brookes, in ti'ues of
frost and SIlO'Y.

A fresh tish. [The pickerel.]

which the Indians break the ice in fresh pouds, when they takn also
many other sort,s: for, to Illy knowledge, the Country yeelds man.) sorts
of other fish, which I mention not.

On some early notices of New England .fishes. By.!. Hammond Tru .. ~7JUll.

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, December 30, 1:371.
)[y DEAR SIR: * * * * *
As to \Villiams's tal~tanog, the fact that the Indian name comes down

to IlS associated always with the" blackfish" or tautog, and nowhere
with the Surgus ovis, convinces me that th6 forlller was the" Sheeps-
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hl';\(l" of \Villiams and of Josselyn, (in Nmy England Harities, p. ()[), of
Tuckerman's edit,ion,) and the latter, if known at '111 to the Nana­
gall~ett It\(1ialls in \VilIi,tllls's time, was not common enongh to bring its
llldiall name to his notice. In a manuscript vocabu1r!TY obtained by
President t)tiles in 17{j2, "from a Pequot Indian at Groton, Connec­
ticut," 1 find "l'autauge, BlacJdish," wlrich removes all doubt as to the
appropriation of the name. In the same voc,tlmlary, or list of nallles
rather, are these: " Umpsiluf/es, Alewives," [=auJnsuog, l~. \V.,] " C(~­

c1wu.ret, Cunners," [our "Chogset,"] "AIJUi~unduut,Hlue Fish."
'fhis last I have Hot found elsewhere. Its occurrence here shows

that the l'emnodon saltator was no stranger in Fisher's Island Sound
jlJ 17G2.

\Vhile at Edgartown last summer, 1 heard old fishermen call floun­
den; and plaice "buts," distinguishing' the species by a prefix. I did not
befol'e know that this old English and Dutch name had survived, in
popnlar nse, to our time. Palsgrave translates the French "plye"
[plie] by "Butte f:ysshe," a1lll SteClHlam, the Dutch poet, names the
"Bot, en Sneck"-plaice and pike-among' the fishes of Kew Netherlands
ill l(Wl. The Halibut is the" holy-bnt," (German, heilige-butt,) and we
hn,ve the saUle gnnuHl-wonl in "Thorn- butt," and "'ful'bot," though
the lexieog-raphers stick to the old etYlllology from La,tin, turbo, a top;
anll in the English" Burt" 01' "Hilt."

I fOl'get whether 01' not I made a note for you on the alleged deri\'a­
tion of "alewife,;' from "aloof." Dr. ,]. V. C. Smith, in his Natural
lIistOl'.\- of the Fishes of l\Iassaehusetts, 1833, was perhaps the first to
record the suggestion that "alewife is derived from the Indian word
alo(!!', sig'LJifying' a bony.fish." Dr. Bartlett's Dictionary of American­
isms, Webster's, and, I believe, \Vorcester's, Dictionaries accept t,his
etymology, and Professor Sehele De Vere, in his recently published yol­
ume of" Americanisms," is misled into reeognizing in " alewife" a "most
ludicrous corruption of the Nat'rag';tllsett term aloof," thongh he appears
to have been strnck by the o~jecti()LJ that neither 1 nor f can have a
plaee in a Narragansett word, and he suggests that the original !lallle
lllay ha \'C been ainoop.

The Narragansett and J\1assaehusetts name of the alewife and herring
(common to several species) IVas A.umslt-og, (plur.,) as noted by Boger
\VilJiams and, with slight di,tlectic variation, by President, Stiles, as you
lmve seen. 'fhe only authority for "aloof" is a letter of (the se,cond
John \Vinthrop, printed in the Philosophical TraDsaetions for l(i78, (No,)
142,) in whieh he mentions the use of "the fishes called aloofos" for
lIl;t1l1lriJig cOI'll-fields. If we could refer to \Vinthrop's mannseript, I
alii eonlillent we should find that a copyist or printer had substituted
" aloofes" for "a!oofcs," i. e., ,doses or alLzes. The modern English
" allis" was in old French aIHi old }-iJng'lish "alouze" or "aloose,'
nearer Umn the modern form of the name to Lat,in alattsa. Morton's
New gng-Iand Cawutll, (1G87) mentions the use of the "fish by some
called shadds, by SOHl(' nllizes," as fe.rtilizers.

Forty years before \Villtltrop's letter was written from Connecticnt,
Wood, in ~ew Buglaml's Prospect, (IJondon, Hi3-1,) catalogues "big­
bellied Alewives,'! with "consorting HelTillgs and the bony Shad,"
among the fishes of Massachusetts; and ,Josselyn (New Bng-Iand Bari­
ties, p. 23) names the "Alize Alewife, because great-bellied," with the
synon,Ymes "Olalie, Oldwife, Allow." In his" Voyages" (1G74) he
clescr! bes this fish as "like a IIeuing, bnt has a bigger belJie, therefore
called an Alewife."

Couch, I see, gives" A.lewife" and" J):[aicl" as popular Dallles of the
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larger and smaller English shads-the allis and twait, (iv, 117.)
Perhaps I have wasted too many wCJr(ls and too much paper ou this
name, but I am tired of thf' re-appearance every now mal then of Dr.
Smith's spurious Indian" aloof"

" En decembre, vn, ponr parler plus jnste, pendant les deux dernieres
Innes, un poisson appell(j Ponarno vient fra~-er stlr les glaces, et on en
prend autant qu'ou veut; je cmis qne c'ost nne ospece de Chien de
Jller."-(Tmn. I, l).127.)

"Vel's la fin de mars, les poissons commoncent ~l. frayer, et entrent
dans les rivieres en si grande qnantite, qn'onne pent Ie croin~, qnand on
ne Fa-point vit Le premier qui paroit (~st I'Eplan, leque] est trois fois
plus grand en ce pass-hI, qn'en Enrope. A la fin d'A."\'ril Ie ]fareng
donne," etc.-(lbi(l.)

Charlevoix, Histoire genemle de la Nouv. ]?mnce, (Paris, 1744,) bor­
rows thisaccouut of the fishes of Aeaclie from Father Biard's Relation
de la Nonv. Frauce, 1611-13. Biard writes:

"En decembre '(admirable providence de Dieu) yient nn poisson
appelle d'eux Pouanw, qui fraye sous la g-laco, (p. 10.) Sur la my-mars,
Ie poisson commence a fraser et :\ monter de la mer en hallt contre cer­
tains rui88eaux, souvent en 8i grande ahondance, que tout en fourmille.
. . . . . Entre ces poisson8, l'ESlJhen est Ie premier. Cet esplan est deux
ou trois t'ois plus grand que Fel'it le)lOstre de rivi(~['e." (P.10.)

Yon will ohserve that Charlevoix, by mi8tnwscription, makes the
Panama spawn" sur les ghwel'i" instead of "80U8 la glaee," and COll­

founel8 it with SCHue species of "chien de mer," and, oddly enough, Dr.
J. G. Shea, in hi8 new traul'ilation of Charlevoix, mistranslates " chien
(le mer'; by "seal," an error to be noted in his errata.

The Panama is the ~l'orn-cod or Frost-fish (]Vf. tomcodu8, Mitch.,) of
which the modern Micmac name i8 Boo/lmnoo. It is not confounded by
Biard or Charlevoix with tlw other" frost-lish," the Smelt, (Eperlan.)

The name Ponamo llleans " winter fish," or, more exactly, "fish taken
in the winter."

Biard's relation will be found in the reprinted" Helation8 des ,Je8uites,"
(Qnebee, 18;38,) vol. 1, to be fonnd in the Congrpssional Library.

The notiees of fishel'i of New England in \Vood's "New England's
Pro8pect," (London, 16:34, and reprinted, Boston, 1865, by the "Prince
Society,") you have prohably notieed; aIHI, of eourse, ,T08selyn'8 list of
]'lew Bng-laud fish, in his "Aeeount of 'rwo Voyage8 to New England,"
(LoIHlon,1675,) as well as in hil'i "New England l{arities," (W72.) In
the forlller work (PP. 112, 11;;) he deseribel'i the "Frostfish," " a little
big-gel' than a Gudgeon," &e.; but in his list (p. 89) includes the "Smelt"
by name.

Captain John Smith, in "The Description of New England," lIilG,
(reprintell, Boston, 1S6;,,) gives a 8hort list of the fishes of New Eng­
land, (p. 4S,) which includes "Cole, Cusk, or small I,ing, Mullet, Pinaoks,
[very plenty,] Ounner8," &c.

"Pinak" is, I 8Upp08C, the. old English" Pinck" or "Pink," meaniug
any" 8mall" or "delicate;' fi8h, and 8till in U8e a8 a Hame for the min­
now. (Dut(~h pinok, pinky? t.he little tinge!'.) "Cnnner," in the seven­
teenth eentnry, belonged to the Golden vVrasse, (Creni/(tbrus DOlw1'ani,
Cuv. and Val., LaLJrUB cornubius, DOli.,) rather than to the other" Gilt
Head," the Sparu8 aUf((ta" of Linn.-Cltrysophrys aurata, OUY. and .Yar­
rell. The former was common, the latter rare, on the sonthern coast of
England; and I have no doubt that Smith and .Josselyn hoth trans­
ferred the name of ';eonner" (8ee Yarrell, ii, 498) from the WTas8e, not
from the Gilt/wad proper. But it is very likely that the Dutch name of
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the American fish Bergall (Holl. VergulcI and Ber[J,l/lt) came from another
species, though the Duteh name of the European Gilt-head wasZeebmas­
sen.

Jacob Steendam's poem in "Praise of New Netherland," ('t L01~fvan
Niew-NerIcrland,) 1{HH, printc(l, with an English translation by Hon.
Henry O. :YIurphy, for the Bradford Olub, of New York, (Anthology of
New Netherland: Brad. Club Series, No.4,) 1865, lip. 5J, 55, contains
a considerable list of the fish of New York, aull is useful for its Dutch
names, mnong which are the "BUl," "T\\'alf," awl" Derti<m"-slmd,
striped bass, and drum-fish, as .l\Iurphy translates; "Knor-haan,"
"Swart- vis," "Schelvis," "vVeekvis," and" )Iasballk," (our lllossbanker
or .Menhaden.)1

III the "History of Hadley," l\fassachusetts, by Sylvester Judd,

1 By the kindness of Mr. L. E. Chittenden I am eUltbled to give both the original
poem of Steemlam, and the translation of most of the stanzas, by Mr. Murphy:

"Die groote Zee bespoeld IlW Yoorste-stranc1;
Die (als een dijk) zieh voor Il Velden Kant:
Door-aderd, met veel killen: die hct Land,

En 't Bosch verfrisehen.

"Die van 't gebergt, en heuvels neder-vlieu
En 't Molen-werk, beqname plaatseu bien
Op d'oevers vtm u stromen. 'Vaard te sien:

Gepropt met Vissehen.

"En Prik, en Aal, en Sonne-vis, ell Baars:
Die (bbnk en geel u Taaf'len als W:1t raars)
Yereieren kan:- ook EI ft, en Twalft met schaal'S,

~Iaar ovcl'Yloedig.

"Steenbrassem, Steur, en Dartien, en Knor-haan,
En Zee-lmars, die geen Vorst sallaten slaan:
Ell Kabellau; ell Salm die (wel gebra:tn)

Is vet, ell voedig.

"Swart-vis, en Roeh, en Haring, en Makreel,
Sehelvis, ~1asbank, en Voreu die (se veel)
Tot walgens toe, de Nettell'vnld: en heel

Mill ward ge-eeten.

" So gnat het hier: l1at 's vYerelts overdoed,
('Vaal' mec de Mensch word koninglijk gevoed
Door gulle gllnst des milden gevers) doet

lIenl vaak vergeetcn.

"vVeekvis, en Sehol, ell Carper, Bot, en Snoele,
,Ja gy en heht geen poel; geen v~'atel'-hoek,

Of't krioIter vol von Vissclwn: die (t.e soek)
Licht zinj te viilllen.

"En Kreeft, en Krab, en ~Iossels: Oesters, die
Een lleter is als Europa drie
In veelheJ't heel on-kenb:Lnr voorhem, win

't Mocilt onderwinden.

"Dc Sehild-pttd, en (Ie Zee-hond, en den Ha,y,
De vVttlvis, en Torijin speeld in u BtLy:
En toon<1 Gods J\I:wht, en wOllllerhetlen. Fray

Om an te morken.

" Dc sell1saamhetm in 't D:melose diep:
Dc diepte, van de vVijsheyt, die het. schiep:
Die noytcn slatmt, noeh Ilimlllerllleer eu sliep:

- Maar werkt, in 't werken.

'The lamprey, eel, and sunfish, and the white
And yellow perch, which grace your eovers dight,
Allll 8h:_1d, and striped hass, not scarce, but (Iuite

Innumerable.
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(Northampton, 1863,) is a good article on "The Shad and Salmon Fish­
ery" in New Bngland, (pp. 313-318,) containing'notices of" great hauls"
in the Oonnecticut, and facts respecting' early fisheries collected from the
records and other manuscript an thorities.

You will absenTe that J osselyn (New }Jugland's Rarities, IG72, p. !JG)
mentions the" Blew Jl'ish, or lIone," as " common in New Eugland, aud
esteemed the best sort of Fish next to Rock Cod ;" "as big usually as the
Salmon, and better meat by far." Elsewhere (p. 24) he catalognes " two
kinds" of "Blew Fish or Hound Fish," the" Speckled Honnd Fish," [is
this the vVeak fish, Otolithus?J and the" Blew Hound Fish, called Horse
Fish." I am inclined to think that Hoger 'Williams's" Osac()ntuck, a fat,
sweet fish, something like a haddock," may be the Otolithus, though in
a note to the name, Key, p.l05, I suggested" pollack, whiting, or cusk."

Very truly, yours,
J. HA1IMOND TRU1\nnJI.JL.

Professor SPENCER F. BAIRD,
Washington, n. C.

Documents relative to the colonial history of New York, proC1lre(lin Holland,
England, and France, by J. j1£. Brodhead. (Juclrto, vol. iii, p. U,2, 183.
Albany, 1853-1858.

pfr. ~bverick to Colonel Nieolls.]

NEW YORK, July 5, IG6!J.

* * * * * * *
Now give Illee leave to acquaint you a little how things goe heere at

. Yorke. Tl'yalls have been made severall times this' spring /'01' cod fish,
w th very good success; a slllall ketch sent out by yO Governour hath
found seyerall good fishing bancks; amongst yO rest one not aboye 2 or

"The hream and stnrgeon, drum-fish, and garn:lrd,'
The sea-bass,' whieh a prillce would \lot discard,
The eod alHI salmon, cookcd wit,h due regard,

Most palatable.

" The black aIHI rock fish, herring, nmekerd,
'Ill" had.loek, Illosshanker, and roach, which iill
The nets to loatlnug; antI so many, all

C'11ll1Ot IJe caten.

"And thns it happen;; hcre, that in the fioocl,
\Vhich, rolling from the Fonntain of all Good,
O'erwhelms weak, mort'LI m,m with royal j(wd,

He is forgotteu.

" Yon've weak-fish, carp and turbot, pike and plaice;
Thcre's not, a pool or tiny water-tnLCe
\Vhere S\HLlll not lll.)'l'i<Lds of the finuy mce,

Easily taken.

" Crahs, lohsters, mussels, oysters, too, t,here he,
So larg", tlmt H!W does overbalance threc
Of those of Europe; and in <llllllltity,

::So oue ean reekon.

"Thc tortoise., seal, and shark; and, in yonr hny,
The mighty whale and porpoise, sport,ing. they
Thc power, and wOlldrous works of 00d display,

l'or our bcholdlllg."

I "Gul'nunl." 1Iurph,\" thinks this ,yitS ecrtainly the l~ porgy." AH the latter was not kllo,,;n in
Europe, SteCtlmn llse(l the llame of the EUl'O}lt"all H1J(~l'.i(·A Wl1i(',11 most resembled it, (TI'(fla hi-nJ.,ndo.)
It howcTcr JlJOT"P probably refers to the sea-robill, (Pr'hl1wtH8.)

2 The uame Zee-baars is 1I0W applied in Holland to the representative of our striped baRS.



170 REPORT OF COl\Il\IISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES.

:3 lea,!!;ues from Sandy Hook, on which, in a few houres, 4 mell took 11
or l~ hundred excellellt good codd the last time they were out, and
most of ye vessells that goe to and from Virginia take good quantityes.
That vessell is to goe from Newfound Land to gett fishermen, lines,
llookes, and otl1Or neeessaryes for fishing: I doubt not but this coast
will af1'onl fish ill abundance.

On :f" east end of Long Island there were 12 or 13 whales taken before
ye end of March, and what since wee IH'are not; here are dayly some
seen in the very Larbour, sometimes within Nutt Island. Out of the
Pinnace, the other week, they stmek two, hut lost both, the iron broke
in OIll', the other broke the warpe. The Governour hath encouraged
some to follow this designe. Two shallops made for itt, but as yett wee
doe not he,tre of any they have gotten.

* * * * * * *

A Perfect Description of Virginia: being, a full ({:; true Relation of the pres­
ent Stale of Ow Plantation, their Health, Peace & Plenty: the nnmlwr of
pcople,{('ith their almndance (!/ Uattcll, Powl, Pish, d';c. lVith screral
8OI"ts (!l'rich & gool? UommodUies, which may there be lwd, either Naturally,
or by .ht d; Labor, &c. London. Printedfor Richard lVodc)(oth, at the
Star under Peter's Church, 'in Corn hill, 104,!).

[Force's Historical Tracts, II, tract 8.]

Xow these are the several sorts & killlls of Beasts, Birds, Fish, in
Vil'g'inia.

Beasts great & small, as followeth: above 20 seventll kilHls.

1. LY()llS~ 'I But aU these foure sorts are up in the higher parts of
I the Countrey, on the hills & mountains, few to be seene

2. lLlH!'ps, I in the lower parts, where the English are; the BIkes
3. Leopards, rare as gTe,tt as Oxen, their horns six foot wide, & have
4. Elk('s. I t\VO Calves at a time; the skius make goood Buffe, &

) the flesh as good as Bee1'o.
5. neen-.
G. Foxes.
j. \Vilde Cats.
8. H,wolllles, as good meat as Lambe.
D. l'as"oIlIIPS. This beast hath a bag-ge under her holly, into which

she takes yer young ones, if at allY timeaffrigllted, & carries
tlll'Hl away.

10. Two sorts of squirrels: One called a flying one, for that she spreads
like a natt, a certaine loose skin she hath, & so flyes a good
way.

13. A l\fllske HfLt, so called for his great sweetnesse &, shape.
14,. Hares.
15. Beavers.
16. Otters.
17. Doggs, But barke not, after the shape of a vVolfe, and Foxes

slllell 1I0t; vVolyes but little, neither not fiel'(~e.

18. "Wolves.
I!). Martills. Ponle Cats, Weesels, Minks: but these Vermine hurt not

Hens, Ohickins, or Eggs, at allY time.
20. A little beast like a Conny, the Foxes kill many of them.
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Birds are these, viz., above 2i) severall kinds:
1. Bagles. 11. Swannes.
2. Hawkes, of six or severall 12. Cranes.

kinds. 13. Hemes.
3. Parteridges, many. '14. Geese.
4. 'Wilde Turkies, some weighing Ii). Brants.

sixtie pound weight. Hi. Ducks.
o. Hed Birds, that sing rarely. 17. vVi(lgeons.
G. ~ightingales. 18. Dottrells.
7. Blue Birds, smaller than a In. Oxeyes.

'Wren. 20. Parrots.
8. Blaek Birds. 21. Pidgeons.
n, Thrushes. 22. Owles.

10. Heath Cocks.

Many more that luwe no Bnglish Names; for one called the J\fock-
bird, that counterfeits all other severall Birds cryes and tunes.

Fish are in these, in their kind, above Thirty sorts.

1. Cod de. I Hi. 'White Salmon.
2. Basse. I 17. Soles.
3. Dl'Ulllmes, six fuot long. 18. Herring.
4. Sheepshead, this Fish makps In. COIllly-iish.

broath so like Mntton-broath 20. Hocke-fish.
that the difference is lmrdly 21. l'1unpres.
known. 22. Uray-fish.

5. Conger. 2:3. SIUltls.
6. Beles. 24. Perch.
7. 'l'routs. 2;"). Crabbs.
8. Mllllets. 2G. Shrim ps.
n. Plaice. 27. Crecy-fish.

10. Grampus. 28. Oysters.
11. 1'orpl1s. 2n. Coeldes.
] 2. Scates. 30. Mussels.
13. Sturgeons, of 10 foot long. :a. St. George Fish.
14. Stingraes. 32. Toad-Fish.
15. Brets.

Trees, above 20 kinds, and many no English names.

1. Okes, red & white \Vootl. n. Plum Trees of mimy kinds.
2. Ashe. 10. 'file Puchamille Tree.
:3. \Vallnut, two l~intls. 11. The Laurell.
4. Blmes. 1'1 Cherries.
5. Ceader. ]:3. Crahes.
G. Cypres, three fathomes about. H. Vines.
7. l\Iulbery 'I'rees, great & good. ]5. Sassafras.
8. UlWSllUt Trees.

Fruits they have, Strawberies, Gooseberies, TIaslliees, 1Iaracokos,
Pachamines, iVluskmillions, PUllIpiollS; And for Frnits brought thither
& planted, Aples, Peares, Quinces, Apricoks, Peaches j & many more
kindes excellent good, &c. Pp. 15-18.
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Newes from the BennwZas.

" BERJ\lUDA, ,July, won."
" In hitlf an houre he tooke so many fishes with hookes as did suffice

the whole company [150 men] one day."
" l~ish is there so abundant, that if a man steppe into the water, they

will COllle round about him; so that men were f,tine to get out fot' fear
of byting. rrhese fi"hes are very fat & "wectc, & of that proportion &
bignesse that three of them will conveniently lade two men: those we
called rock-fish."

"Besides there are such abundance of mullets, that with a seane
might be taken at one drought, oue thousand itt the least, & infinite
store of pilchards, with elivel'S kinds of great fishes. the names of tlwlIl
unknowtle to me: of tray fishes very great ones, & so great "tore, as
tlJat there hath been taken in one night with making lights, even suf­
ficient to feed the whole company (150 men) a day."

" vVe were no sootler come \vithin a league of the land," &c. (P1Lge
18.) (.July,IGI2.)

" Hogges, Turkles, Fish, & :Powle do abound as the dust of the earth."
(Page 20.)

"Angell-fish-very strange & beutiful to behol<l."· (Page 21.)
Whale, Sworcl fish &; 1'hreasher.-" 'fhe sword fish swimllles muler the

whale, & pricketh him upward: The Threasher keepeth above him, &;
with a mighty great thing like unto a fhtile, hee so bangeth the whale,
tlmt hee will roare as though it thundered, & doth give him sueh blowes,
with his weapon, that you would thinke it to be a crake of great shot,"
(l)ag-e 22.)

"The whales come in FebrnHrie & tarry till ,Tune."

The Remembrancer, London. Par-t 2, 177G, page 7tl.

" :\fadrid, April 22, [177G,] Several of onl' fl'ig,ttps llave been SPlit from
Acapulca to make cliseovories and propag,1te the gospel among' the
Indians to the North of Oalifornia; in which expedition, in the month
of July, 1774, the Spanial'ds wwigated as high upon the CO;lst as the
latitnde iit) deg. 20 min., (six degrees above Oape Blanco.) They di,,­
covered several good ports and navigable rin;r" ul~()n t,he \Vest com,t of
this great continent. In one of the largest ports they have establi"hed
a garrison, and called the port Presidio de San Oarlos, and han\ left a
mission at uyery port where iuhabit:lIlts were to he fOUIHl. rnte ,W(lount
mentjons the Indiaus to be a docile tiort of people, agreeable in the
countenance, honest in their traffic, an(l neat in tlwir dress, bllt at the
same time i(lolaters of the greatest (legree, !lever before Imving any
intercourse with Europeans. 1\1. Bncarelli, viceroy of ~ew Spain, 11<1s
receivc<l his Oatllolic Majesty's tllanks for the discoveries, as they were
made nndt\r his directions, and the several navy officers npon that
service have been preferred. It is imagined that those new discoveries
will be very a(]vantageous, as the coast ahounds with plenty of whales,
as also a fish ('(}ltal to the ~ewfoull<llan<l end, known in i::Jpain by the
name of b:teallao.1-.lladrirl Ga,zette, 1mblisherZ by authority."

1 First (~) mention of OCCUl'l'CllCe of cod-Hsh on the PaciHc coast of North America.


