














130 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES,

that, after all the little prowlers had got their share, then the blue-fish
cut them ¢ down by the run.”

Mr. Powrrn., And the very epidemic which has sometimes influenced
the larger classes of families may also afteet their pabulam too, and the
consequence would be that the seup would have to tighten their sword-
belts. I want you to bear in mind the magnificent run of scup that has
burst upon us, on account of the opportunity to run into the waters
freely for two weeks.

Mr. Lyyaw. I think that it is non-proven that blue-fish feed on seup
generally.  Although scup have been taken out of blne-fish captured in
pounds, stitl the universal testimony of the fisherinen betore the legisla-
tive comuiittee was, that scup were never—some said rarely—found in
blue fish. Theretfore, I do not believe that the blue-fish follows the seup
as its vormal food. I do not think it is proven at all, and I don’t think
abny mathematical theories, multiplying so many blue-fish, eating so
many scap in a season, have anything in them.

But 1 do really think that there is evidence ro show-—to make us sns-
peet very strongly—that the blue-fish and poands have had something
to do with it; and with the really insuflivient evidence we have, my
private opinion is, that two-thirds of the diminution should be ¢harged
to the ponnds, and one-third to the blue-fish.

Professor Bamrp. 1t is very easy for the fishermen to say that they
did not find scup in the blue-fish; because there were uo scup at all to
be caught.

Then, how do you kunow there were any blue-fish at Nantucket while
the seup were absent there ?

Mr. Lyyax., Maey tells you the month and the year, and says they
were taken fromn June te September in great abundance; and he says
that thirty would have filled a barrvel.

Professor Baiep. They may have been some other fish.

Mr. Livaray. Neither are we certain that what Roger Williams ecalls
bream was u s7up, though I presume it was so. It may have been some-
thing else than the blue-fish. .

Professor BAIRD. We all agree, 1 think, that fish are scaree, and that
something sheuld be done as an experiment for their restoration. I have
made a dranght, with a memorandum, in vegard to this question of regula-
tion, which I will read. it seemed to me that, as a preliminary to all
legislation, the whole question of pounding and trapping should be under
State control; that the State commissioners should be required to give
licenses, and that it should be illegal to carry en the fishing in pounds
without such a license.

[The draught of the law was then read, and afterward discassed.]

Mr. LiyMaN agreed that the putting of the subjectin the hands of the
commissioners was a good thing. It will work well, if we can say to
the trapping people, we protect as well as check you.

Mr. ReED. I believe that we shall not repeat what we did last year.
Failing in that undertaking the people have more liberal views. The
trappers are very willing to concede, and the others also. 1 think that
if the quéstion were talken of traps or no traps, the traps would be killed ;
that is simply my opinion.

Mr. Lyuan. I think some such act, thrown into a strictly legal form,
will be a good thing. The main features, I think, we may consider as
agreed upon, and that the differcuces, if any, shall only be in putting it
into form.

Professor BATRD. Would Captain Atwood consent to the “close time %7

Mr. LyMAN. Yes, sir; he thinks you cannot lessen the sea-fish, but he
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has no objection to the protection of fish that breed in the bays, nor to
the ¢ close time,” if reasonable. But he does not think it proper nor
feasible to cut off the bait from the cod-fishermen.

Professor BAIRD. Shall it be carried throughout the season, or only
daring the spawning season of the shore fish ?

Mr. LymAN. That is very important. 1 think it would lessen the op-
position to the passage of the law if we give the traps a chance to catch
herring and menhaden. These are needed for the Gloucester fishermen.
I would rather put a limit on the beginning of the season than the end.
Catching the herring early I do not th]nk injures the fishing much.

PlOfL\SO[‘ BAIRD. Supposmo they did not catch quite as many fish
for the first year, would they not catch enough more in future years to
compeunsate them? And supposing this applies ounly to the south side
of the cape, could not they supplement the loss from the “ close time?”
by other means of catching ? Ten years ago there was only a single
trap for ten miles around \Vood’ Hole, and yet they managed to get all
the bait they wanted.

Mr. LymAN. The (reorge’s fishing has been growing up under the sys-
tem of getting bait tfrom weirs move particularly., Let us leave it so
that the time shall be cut off at the beginning, and not the end of the
season.

Professor BAIRD. But let the law run through the season ?

Mr. Lyman. I think so.

Professor BA1rD. There is this consideration to the advantage of this
regulation, that there is much less probability that fish will be lost or
wasted. The Messrs. Luce, of Menemsha, said that if fish were sent off
only five days in the week, they would be better ecared for, and they
would get a better price for them, while there would be no difference to
the consumer, I am quite sure the supply will be more equally distrib-
uted, less fish wasted, and as much money made by all parties.

Mr. PowgL. It will diminish opposition, to have the ‘“c¢lose time?”
cease by the end of the scup-fishing, becanse Spanish mackerel and
squeteague are not caught with hooks, and they come after the scup.
I think 1 can get through such a law.

Mr. LynmaN. I think we had better cut it at both ends.

Mr. PowxL. I kaow the people of Rhode Island will accept it.

Mr. LyMAN. From the 10th of May to the 15th of June will give suf-
ficient time for the scup.



