










130 lU'I)OUT OF COMl\flSSIOKER OF FISH AXD FISHEIUES.

that, ~lftpr all the little prowlers had got their share, then the blue-fish
eut them" down by the run.;'

Mr. Pfnn;L. And tile verj epidemic whidl has sometimes influenced
the larg<'T' elaNse,; of familil'S may also affed their Imlllllulll too, and the
e(HlseqIH':wC \\,oull] be that tlw ,,(mp woul(] have to tighten their sword­
belts. I want yon to \)I'ar in mind the magn iji(~ent rUl1 of sen Jl that has
bur"t 11])011 us, Oll aeCollnt of the opportunity to rUll into the waters
freely for hro weeks.

MI'. 1.\"lI\N. J think that, it is nOll-proven that blue-fish feed on scup
generally. .AHllOngh :-;cnp Imve been taken out of hlue-li:-;h captnred in
pOIllHI:-;, :-;till the lIlliversal te:-;timony of tludishermen before tlw leg'isla­
tive committee wa:-;, that scnp were never-some said rarely-found in
blue fish. Therefore, I do not believe that the blne-1ish follows the senp
as its normal food. I do uot thinl~ it is proven at all, and I don't think
any mathclnatieal theories, multiplying- so many 1J1ne-fish, eating so
many seup in a season, Imve llll,Ytllillg in them.

Hnt, I (10 really think that there is oyidence '0 fihow-to make us SI1S­
peet very ~,trong)y-that the hlue-fish alltlllOllIllls have had something
to do with it; and with the really in:-;nl'lii'icnt e\'idence we han', my
privaw opinion it" that two-1hird:-; of the (liminution :-;hould he (',]larged
to the jHnlnds, aiH] Olle-thinl to the bluefish.

ProJ't'SSOl' BAIRD. It is n1ry ea:-;y for the fishermen to fiay that they
did not find snip in tbe blue-fish; bec:anse there wme no scup at all to
be cang-ht.

Then, how do yon know there were any blue-th,h at Nantucket while
the scup were ab8ent there '!

1\11'. hnIA='i. l\lacy tell:-; you the month and the year, and saYfi they
were t:l ken from .Tnne to September in great almndance; and he SllyS

that thirty \HJlild haye filled a band.
Profe:-;s;lr HAl RD. They lIlay have been some other 1ish.
:Mr. riY~IA.='i. Neither :11'e \ve certain that what Hoger \Yilliams calls

bream was a :-;~np, tllOugh I premune it was so. It ma.y have been some­
thing else than the hlmdish.

Pr()fe:-;"or lLulW. "Ve all agTee, 1 think, that fish are scaree, and tll:lt
,:;omethillg :>:honld be done ;:.s an eXlwrinlt'lIt for their restoratillil. I haye
llJ~Hk;1 draught, with amcmorandulll, inregartl to this (}nestion ot'n,gnht­
tion, whid. I will read. It :-;eemed to me that, a:-; a pl'l\liminary to all
legislation, the whole question of pounding' and trapping should he under
State control; that the State cOllltlli:-;:-;ioners shoulll he required to give
licen:-;e:-;, alul that it should be illegal to carryon the fishing in pOl1lHls
without "neh a Jicellfie.

[The (lraught of the law was then read, and afterward discu:-;sed.]
Mr. l,vy[AN agreed that the pntting of the snbject in the hand:-; of the

commissioller:-; was a good thing'. It will work well, if we can say to
the trapping people, we protect, as well as cheek you.

.Mr. HEED. I believe that we shall not repeat what we did last year.
Failing' in that undertaking the people have more liberal view:-;. 'l'he
trappers are Vl'l'y willing to concede, and the others also. I think that
if the qnc:-;tion were taken of traps or no trap:-;, the trapio\ would be killed;
that is simply m.l' opinion.

JUl'. LVY[AN. I thillk some sneh aet, thrown into a strictly legal form,
will be a good thing. 'l'he main feature:-;, I think, we may cOIl8ide.r as
agreed upon, and that the differences, if any, shall only be in putting' it
into fOI'Ill.

Professor BAIRD. vVould Captain Atwood consent to the" close time O!"
Mr. Ij¥lVIAN. Yes, sir; he thinks you cannot lessen the sea-fish, but he
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has no objection to the protection of fish that breed in the bays, nor to
the" close time," if reasonable. But he does not think it propel' nor
feasible to cut off the bait from the cod-fishermen.

Professor BAIRD. Shall it be cilI'l'ied thronghout the season, or only
during the spawning season of the shore fish "I

Mr. LynIAN. That is very important. I think it would lessen the op­
position to the passage of the law if we give the traps a chance to catch
herring and menhaden. These are needed for the Gloucester fishermen.
I would rather put a limit on the beginning of the season than the end.
Catching the herring early I do not think injures the fishing much.

Professor BAnw. Supposing they did not catch quite as lllany fish
for the first year, would they not catch enough more in future years to
compensate them ~ Aud snpposing this applies only to the south side
of the cape, could not they snpplement the loss from the "close time"
by other means of catchingF Ten years ago there was only a single
trap for ten miles around vVood's Hole, and yet they managed to get all
the bait they wanted. •

MI'. LY~IAN. The George's fishing has been growing up under the sys·
tern of getting bait from weirs more particularly. Let us leave it so
that the time shall DC cut of£' at tile beginning, and not the end of the
season.

Prolessor BAIRD. But let the law run through the season ~

lVIr. LYHAN. I think so.
Professor BAIRD. There is this consideration to the advantage of this

regulation, that there is much less probability that fish will be lost or
wasted. The Messrs. Luce, of lVIellemslla, said that if fish were sent off
only five days in the week, they would be better cared for, aDd they
would get a better price for them, while there would he no difference t@
the consumer. I am quite sure the supply will be more equally distrib"
uted, less fish wasted, and as much money made by all parties.

l\fr. POWEL. It will diminish opposition, to have the "close time"
cease b,Y the end of the scup-fishing, because Spanish mackerel and
squeteague are not caught with hooks, and they come after the scup.
r think 1 can get through such a law.

lVIr. LUIAN. I think we had better cut it at both ends.
Mr. POWEL. I know the people of Hhode Island will accept it.
:1'11'. LYMAN. From the 10th of May to the 15th of June will give suf·

ficient time for the scup.


