
Midwater Trip Log & Catch Worksheet  
MWT Captain’s Instructions 

 

Captain (or designated crew member): 
 

• For each trip complete header information, ask Observer for their Trip ID 
• For each tow complete Tow Information (same as old MA DMF Trip Log) 

• For each tow, your Fisheries Observer will provide you with the data to    
complete River Herring Bycatch Information  

• Daily, by 0900hrs, use Boatracs to transmit tow-by-tow information from previous 
calendar day. Be brief, but please include: 

1) Grid ID & cell# (use multiple cells if applicable, if outside a grid use 
Lat/Long or Loran) 

2) Total River Herring proportion (sum of Alewife, Blueback herring and 
American Shad added up by Observer, 4-digit decimal) 

3) Hail weight of tow (pounds (lbs), metric tons (mt) or trucks are acceptable) 
 

So a daily email to Sea.herring@state.ma.us might look like: 
  

Tow1. CapeCodE1 / .0000rh / 12trucks  

Tow2. Area2-C14/15 / .0063rh / 320,000lbs 

Tow3. 1A-D5 / .0108rh / 200mt 
 

Daily - When MA DMF/SMAST receive tow information, the data will be plotted, 
combined with portside sampling data and any necessary advisories will be returned to 
the fleet in a reasonable time frame. 

 
Note: Your vessel specific data will be used in a CONFIDENTIAL, discrete manner. 
 
Please note which tows have been emailed and do not send tows twice. If you have any 
questions or need clarification please email Sea.herring@state.ma.us and you should 
get an immediate response. If in phone range you can call Brad Schondelmeier 401-330-9015

mailto:Sea.herring@state.ma.us�


Midwater Trip Log & Catch Worksheet  
Fisheries Observer Instructions 

 
Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (MA DMF) and UMass-Dartmouth School 
for Marine Science and Technology (SMAST) are currently working in cooperation with 
the Atlantic herring and mackerel mid-water trawl vessels to reduce river herring 
bycatch. Mid-water trawl captains will now be sending tow level river herring (RH) 
bycatch information to MA DMF/SMAST coordinators in order to increase the amount of 
data available. Mid-water trips may still be sampled by MA DMF when offloading on 
land. 
 
NEFOP Fisheries Observer Instructions: 
 
• For each tow, after your basket data is summed on Catch Composition Worksheet, 

provide captain with River Herring Bycatch Information for that tow.  
• Please make available; 

1) Number of basket subsamples taken during pumping 
2) Alewife proportion ( . _ _ _ _ ) 
3) Blueback herring proportion ( . _ _ _ _ ) 
4) American shad proportion ( . _ _ _ _ ) 
5) Summed proportion of all 3 river herring species ( . _ _ _ _ ) and,  
6) Captains hail weight 

 
By 0900hrs daily the captain will email River Herring Bycatch Avoidance coordinators at   

Sea.Herring@state.ma.us 
via Boatracs. These emails will provide tow level bycatch information, and include; 
 Trip Tow#, Grid and Cell ID, RH proportion, and Tow Hail Weight. 
 
If you have any questions or need clarification please email Sea.herring and you should 
receive an immediate response.  
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Midwater Trip
To be completed for EVERY trip using midwater trawl gear

Vessel Name _______________  Target Species ____________          Area(s) Fished: 1A  /  1B  /  2  /  3  

Date Sailed ________________  Date Landed _______

Trip VTR # _________________  Hail Weight _______________        

Tow Information - To be filled out by captain

Tow 

# 
Tow Location 

(Lat/Long) 

Grid ID 
(Area2/CC

1A) 

Ex. 41˚17 x 71˚40 Area 2 

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   

7   

Tow 

# 

# 

basket 
samples 

Alewife 
proportion 

Blueback 

Herring 
proportion 

American 

proportion

Ex. 10 .0035 .0021 .0007

1  . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _

2  . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _

3  . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ . _ _

4  . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _

5  . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _

6  . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _

7  . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _

Bycatch Communication– W

send the tow information from previous 

1) Grid ID & Cell (if none use

For example; Tow1

FOR OBSERVED TRIPS ONLY: 

River Herring Bycatch Information
Data to be provided by Fisheries Observer when

workup of catch and calculations are complete. To be

completed for tows where ANY subsample baskets 

were taken, including observed AND unobserved tows.

Please note any partially pumped tows. 

+ + 

+ + 

Midwater Trip Log & Catch Worksheet
To be completed for EVERY trip using midwater trawl gear 

 

Target Species ____________          Area(s) Fished: 1A  /  1B  /  2  /  3  

Date Landed ______________         Port Landed ________________  

Hail Weight _______________        Observer Trip ID _____________ 

o be filled out by captain for every trip 
 Grid  

Cell #(s) 

Tow Date and 

Start Time 

Tow 

Duration 

Cell 

Color

 C14 2/3/12 @ 0630 2.5 hrs Yellow

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

American 

Shad 
proportion 

Total River 

Herring 
proportion 

Hail Weight        
(lbs or mt) 

 

Total 

weight
(lbs or mt)

0007 .0063 320,000 lb 2,016 lb

. _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _   

. _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _   

. _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _   

. _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _   

. _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _   

. _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _   

. _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _   

When you have an Observer onboard, every morning

previous calendar day to   Sea.Herring@state.ma.us

use Lat/Long),   2)   Total RH proportion and    3)

ow1: Area2-C14/.0063/320k lb, Tow2: Area

River Herring Bycatch Information – 
when 

workup of catch and calculations are complete. To be 

subsample baskets  

were taken, including observed AND unobserved tows. 

= 
x = 

= x = 

Catch Worksheet 

Target Species ____________          Area(s) Fished: 1A  /  1B  /  2  /  3       

_______         Port Landed ________________          

Observer Trip ID _____________                            

Cell 

Color? 

Hail Weight 
(Herring/Macks)  

(lbs or metric tons) 

Yellow 320k lbs Herr. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Total RH 

weight   
(lbs or mt) 

Captains                 

Tow Comments  

2,016 lb 
Fished hard on bottom, most 

RH in end of tow, temp, etc… 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

every morning by 0900 hrs please 

Sea.Herring@state.ma.us   with; 

  Hail Weight  

rea2/… 


