
RESULTS FROM THE RESULTS FROM THE 
FISHERMEN'S COMMENT CARDFISHERMEN'S COMMENT CARD

2006 2006 –– 2008 2008 
Five thousands copies of the FishermenFive thousands copies of the Fishermen’’s Comment Cards have been s Comment Cards have been 
dispersed from Maine through North Carolina. dispersed from Maine through North Carolina. 

-- 241 Observers issued Comment Cards241 Observers issued Comment Cards
-- 69 different Observers received returns69 different Observers received returns
= 28% of observers received returns = 28% of observers received returns 

An online version is also available at: An online version is also available at: 
www.nefsc.noaa.gov/femad/fsbwww.nefsc.noaa.gov/femad/fsb//

Updated:  August, 2008



Comment Cards Were Issued:Comment Cards Were Issued:

••To all certified NEFOP observersTo all certified NEFOP observers

••Observer providerObserver provider’’s home officess home offices

••National Observer Program Advisory Team meetingsNational Observer Program Advisory Team meetings

••Fishery Management Council meetingsFishery Management Council meetings

••Atlantic Take Reduction Team meetingsAtlantic Take Reduction Team meetings

••New Bedford Working Waterfront Festival, Maine FishermenNew Bedford Working Waterfront Festival, Maine Fishermen’’s Forum, s Forum, 
Workboat Atlantic, and other fishing industry outreach eventsWorkboat Atlantic, and other fishing industry outreach events

••International Fisheries Observer Conference, International CouncInternational Fisheries Observer Conference, International Council for il for 
the Exploration of the Seas Conference, American Fisheries Societhe Exploration of the Seas Conference, American Fisheries Society ty 
meetings, and other fisheries science conferencesmeetings, and other fisheries science conferences

••NMFS Northeast Regional Office, Southeast Regional OfficeNMFS Northeast Regional Office, Southeast Regional Office



ResultsResults

•• 270 Returns From:270 Returns From:
–– 209 People209 People
–– 212 Vessels212 Vessels
–– 49 Ports49 Ports
–– 9 States9 States

•• Return Rates:Return Rates:
–– 212 vessels with returns/1528 total vessels covered = 212 vessels with returns/1528 total vessels covered = 

13.8 %13.8 %
–– 270 trips with returns/4801 total trips made = 5.6 %270 trips with returns/4801 total trips made = 5.6 %





Comment Card Returns per Port
(Part 1 of 2)
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Comment Card Returns per Port
(Part 2 of 2) 
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Fisherman's Comment Cards Results
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Fisherman's Comment Card Format of Data Output
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Fisherman's Comment Card Requests for Additional Information
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IN SUMMARYIN SUMMARY

•• Great feedbackGreat feedback
•• Areas that could use more work:Areas that could use more work:

–– LogisticsLogistics
–– Explaining DutiesExplaining Duties
–– Working on DeckWorking on Deck
–– Offer Data Release FormOffer Data Release Form
–– Encourage Use of Comment CardEncourage Use of Comment Card


