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MEMORANDUM FOR: Northeast Fisheries Observer Program Observers 

    
FROM:      David Potter 

    Branch Chief, FSB 
 

SUBJECT:    Turtle Chain Regulation Reminder 
 
 
This is a reminder that effective May 1, 2007 through November 30, 2007, vessels with a Federal 
Atlantic sea scallop permit, regardless of dredge size or vessel permit category, present in waters 
south of 41º 9.0’ N latitude, from the shoreline to the outer boundary of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone must have on each dredge a turtle chain mat configuration.  When filling out the Scallop 
Dredge Gear Characteristics Log, be sure to note the correct chain configuration.  The turtle 
chain mat must be composed of tickler chains and rock chains that are configured such that the 
length of each side of the square or rectangle formed by the intersecting chains is less than or 
equal to 14 inches.  The chains must be connected to each other with a shackle or link at each 
intersection point.  Confirm with the captain that they are fishing with a turtle chain mat 
configuration.  Always comment in detail and if there is any confusion, draw a picture of the 
configuration or take a photograph. 
 
Updated Incidental Take Reporting Requirement for OBSCON   
If a marine mammal, sea turtle or sea bird is incidentally taken on a trip, the end haul position 
(Pos1 and Pos2) MUST be recorded in latitude and longitude.  DO NOT RECORD LORAN 
IN THIS FIELD.  Use the CalPosData program if you need to convert the haul positions to 
latitude and longitude. 
 
You must also record the complete alphanumeric number(s) from the tag(s) that you attach, or 
that were already attached to the animal in the NOTES field on the INC TAB.  Be sure to 
include the PSID number with the corresponding tag number(s). 
 
If you have any further questions, please contact Erin Kupcha at (508) 495-2031 or 
Erin.Kupcha@noaa.gov. 
   
Attachments:  
 Atlantic Sea Scallop Permit Holder Letter and Turtle Chain Mat configuration picture 
 Updated INC TAB iPAQ OBSCON Instructions 
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