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MEMORANDUM FOR: Northeast Fisheries Observer Program Observers 

    
FROM:      David Potter 

    Branch Chief, FSB 
 

SUBJECT:    Cusk Genetics Sample Collection Request 
 
 
Scientists at St. Andrew’s Biological Station in New Brunswick, Canada have requested cusk 
tissue samples as part of a study of cusk stock structure in the western North Atlantic.  Small 
muscle samples are to be collected along with additional trip and length information.  Cusk are a 
marketable species and collecting muscle samples may not always be possible.  Heart tissue can 
be collected from those fish that are gutted, or fin clips may be used if no muscle or heart tissue 
can be collected.  Muscle or heart tissue is preferred.   
 
Enclosed you will find a list of complete sampling protocols, data sheets, and ten tissue vials.  
The researchers realize collecting samples from all stat areas requested may not be possible, so 
please collect whatever you can.  When collecting samples, it is important to CLEAN THE 
CUTTING INSTRUMENT between samples to avoid cross contamination.  Tissue samples 
should be refrigerated after collection.  Samples and accompanying data sheets should be mailed 
in with your trip.  The vials contain RNALater, which is non-toxic and can be readily shipped.  
This is a temporary sampling protocol so once all ten vials have been sent in, collection of 
samples will no longer be necessary.  
 
If you have any question please contact Brian Gervelis at Brian.Gervelis@noaa.gov or  
(508) 495- 2383 
 
Thank you. 
  
Attachments:  
 Sampling Protocols 
 Data Sheets 
Enclosure: 
 Ten Tissue Vials 
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